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" LAND REFORM

Open letter to the Chairman, Land Reforms Commission

" Sir,—You have been asked to consider problems relating to the own-
ership and tenancy of agricultural land and to recommend measures for
ensuring better production and social justice as well as security of tenure
for those engaged in cultivation of land.

Your assighment forms part of the major reforms in the national life
of Pakistan which Government have decided to introduce. The assignment
Is noble and far-reaching, and if handled well, may bring you the blessings
not only of the present and future generations in Pakistan but of the Mus-
lims all over the world. In fulfilling the assignment you will, no doubt,
bear in mind the message of the President of Pakistan, General Mohammad
Ayyub Khan, in which he said : ‘“We hope that the ideals which inspired
the creation of Pakistan would be made a reality for our fellow country-
men.” The ideal which inspired the creation of Pakistan was, as you know,
that we Muslims should have a place where we could live and shape our life
according to our own genius.

| have been all my life a student of the Holy Quran, the fountain-
head of Islam and the sacred repository of all that goes to make up Muslim
genlus. A people’s genlus pervades through, and should be reflected In, all
aspects of indlvidual and coilective life, whether social, political or econo-
mic. The question of land with which we are now concerned, has such an
~Intimate bearing on man's life on earth that | feel it may bounden duty to
Elace before you what | have been able to gather by a close study of the
uran.

Land Is a free gift of Allah like air and sunshine, and every human
being has, according to the Quran, an equal right of access to its benefits
In proportion to his needs. Sunshine and air are not owned by individuals;
they have free access to their use. Similarly, there Is, In the Quran’s view,
no question of ownership of land by individuals. Land s a source of pro-
duction and the basic problem is how to make it yield the maximum it can.
The system of individual ownership of bits of land has not only failed to
get the maximum produce but has confronted the administration with
numerous intricate problems. This system represents what vested interests
have evolved and maintained through the ages, subjecting the cultivators to
untold dlsabilities. . The system taught by the revealed word of Allah does
away with inequities and focusses the attention entirely on getting the ma-
ximum yield from land and distributing the yleld equitably.

The basic features of the Quranic system very briefly are i-—

(1) The State shail be responsible for providing each and every
citizen with the basic needs of life, namely food, clothing,
shelter, medicine, education, etc. The emphasis is on res-
ponsibility and tha State Is not left just to try for the pro-
‘vision of the needs.



(2) To enable the State to fulfil the above responsibllity, the
contro! of the sources and the means of production shall be
placed in the hands of the State, -

(3) The provision of basic needs is not an end in itself but Is to be
made a means for bringing out the best In man and developing
his ‘Personality’ remembering always that a developed Perso-
nality c¢an survive the shock of death, marching onward to
realise its further unfolded possibilities.

(4) The preceding clause shows where and how, inter-clig, the
Quranic Social Order goes far ahead of the Communistic
Order, the end all and be all of which is the provision of
only physical needs at the cost of human individuality. The -
Quranic Order takes upon itself the responsibility of providing
physical needs to set the individual free to devote his entire

attention upon development of his Personality in that Social
Order. -

For a comprehensive treatment of the Quranic Social Order and its
differences with Communism, | would invite attention to my book ‘‘Nizam-
e-Rabubiyyat”’. | have discussed the subject also in a paper which | read in
lanuary last at the International Islamic Colloquium on ‘‘Economics in the
Soclal Structure of Isiam,’’ which is available in print.

| suggest for your earnest consideration that in making your reco-
mmendations about land reform, you will kindly bear in mind —

“(a) that the reforms should be a step towards the basic concept
of Pakistan, namely the Islamic way of life ;

(b) that the Quranic Social Order does not recognise private
ownershlp of land ;

(<) that in the Quranic Social Order land is placed under the
control of the State to enable it to fulfil its duty of seeing to
it that every citizen Is provided with basic necessities of life ;

(d) that provision of basic necessities of life 1s a step towards
developing human personallty ; and

(¢) that the Quranic Soclal Order Is basicaily different from and
by far ahead of the Communistic Seclal Order when viewed
In the light of the philosophy and Ideclogy behind the two
orders. _

G. A, PARWEZ,

Member, islamic Laws Commissien,
and
Director, Quranic Research Centre.
25-B, Guiberg,
LAMORE.



