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Points {or the Pakistan Constitution.

(1) Pakistan's Constitution shall be based on the Quran which is, without
exception, accepted by every Muslim as the linal authority in all matters,
and ensures human dignity for each and every member of the State
without distinction of caste, creed or colour, The Quran gives the
basic principles of life which admit of no change and consitute permanent

values. Within the four-walls of these principles, the Quran allows the

D R () e RN A (DA [

Islamic State to frame its own laws to suil the requirements of the tirme,

The principles remain immute, but the laws change from time to fhine.

IO

This harmonious blending of “permanence & ¢hange” gives Islamic

Constitution.

(2} It shall recognise neither Theocracy nor priesthood, but shall place all
individuals on equal footing, allowing none to command the other and
subjecting all to one law. Tt will encourage the spirit of democracy allow-

ing it free play within the boundaries laid down by the QJuran.

(3) It shall ensure free and full development of human personality and see
that ne one remains unprovided with the basic necessities of life, nome-

ly food, clothing, shelter, etc.

It shall provide that all means of production shall be entrusted to the
State to ensure equitable distribution.

{5) It shall direct that education for all shall not only be informative but
capable of so moulding the child that he will have beauty of character,
breadth of vision, respect for law, sense of personal responsibility, unity
of Millat, love of hwmanity and faith in the wniversal laws of God and
in the effect of human actions.  Such education alene can reclaim the
people from baseness, blackmarketing, exploitation, prostitution and

similar other social evils,

(6) It shall gnarantee non-Muslims in the State complete protection of life,
henour, property, religion. places of worship and human rights and ab-

solute justice for friend and foe alike.

{7} It shall direct all eflorts—individual as well as collective—towarcs the
higher and nobler goal of inculcating in man respect for mankind and
attaining a unified brotherhood of man which will be above race, nation-
ality, colout or language. This human unification, which can be found
not in blood or bones but in the mind of man, can be achieved only
through the universal Social Order prescribed by the Quran which is an

absolute guidance for the entire humanity.
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(8) It will prepare the people to defend Right anywhere and  everywhere

even at the cost of one's life.
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ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION,

QURANIC RESEARCH CENTERE.

Dear Brother,

On your shoulders rests the onerous duly of framing
a constitution for the Islamic State of Pukistan. According
to the Objectives Resolution the constitution for Pakistun
will be based on the Quran and the Sunnah. Adjustment
between the present democratic set-up and the Quran and the
Sunnah is w lough problem, so tough that the late Constituent
Assembly fowndered in its whirlpoal,
the Gordian knet.

assignment you will certainly welcome an elucidation of the

But you have 1o cut
In the fulfilment of your great and noble
relative positions of the three factors involved, namely
the present democratic set-up, the Quran and the Sumnah,
In the enclosure I have given a brief outline of the basic pro-
vigions of the Islamic contitution, It will, 1 hope, be uselul

in your approach to the difficult task ahead,

The enclosed outline is the essence of a life-long
study of the Quran und human theught as it has developed
i the centuries gone by. In my studiesI had the wnigue
advantage of late Dr. Sir Mohammad Igbal's guidance anl
in giving practial shape to my conclusions I had the privilege
of being & close and trusted co-worker of the late Quaid-i-
Azam, T lave written extensively propaguting the message
of Iskamn in Muzariful Quran, four volumes of which have
Besn published and another four await publication, and abow
a dozen other hooks, Tolue Islam (Weekly) is devoted to the
sane cause and an exposition of the Holy Book forms the
subject of u Sunday lecture at the Centre before an audience
of several hundred listners. The writings cited give the
details of ihe rtelevant issues bant it may not be easy for you
to wade through thousands of pages. Personal contact will
remove dilficulties ¢uickly and make coliection of additional
information eusy. You will be mbsi Welcome Omaramie

Rescarch Centre.

Swncerely yours
G. A. PARWEZ,

Director, (Quranie Kesearch Centre.

1e
AN st snembers n.E ihe Constituent Assembly

{ Sent dn Agust last )

a

0.

- e £l

BASIC PROVISIONS
OF
ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION

IN considering an issue the Islamic State follows the
following procedure :—

Ascertains e Principle bearing on the issue which
Allah has given in the Quran, The Quran gives
generally the Principles which shonld govem various
uspects of life in different opes according to the
requirements of any particalar age.

(i}

(i) Visualises clearly the urges of the Age und the State.
Looks for Precedents i the collection of Truditions
(Aladith) or the books of Law (Figli) whicl might
vorresponc to present ponditions and the relevant
QDuranic principle.

{iiij

i)

If o precedent answers exacily the regquirements
of the time, it is adopied straightway.

If & precedent docs not exactly answer the needs of
the time, il is adopted alter suitable amendment,

(v}

1 u precedent, exact of pariial, is not fortheoming a
new course is carved out to meei the new situation.

{vi)

THE responsibility for providing basic needs of the indivi-
dual rests with the State, which should see to it that
a citizen and his dependents are in no cirenmstance
et unprovided with busic needs eg. food, clothing,
shelter, medicine, etc.

IT is the duty of the State to provide adequate facilities
for the fullest development of the potentialities of each
anil every individual under its charge.

1N oarder to enable the State to fulfil its responsibility in

the above respects, it s necessary that the sources of
sustenunce and  the means of production should be
shifted from individual ownership 1o the collective
control of the State.

IN the Islamic State justice is administered free of cost,
that is, in obtaining adjudication from a courl of law ithe
applicunt incurs no financial expense,

ASSIGNMENT of offices is made solely on the basis of
personal qualifications and in complete disregard of fam-
ily and ether connections, and suitable provision is miide
for the withdrawal of assignment, when necessury. from
all categories, from the Hend of the State down to the
Lowrest funclionery.

BEFORE the law all are equal, inchuding the functioneries
of the State, whao, however, have the right to move the
courts of law for the protection of their rights.

THE Islamic State enforces these provisions within iis
territorinl limits with due regard 1w the best interests of
the whele of mankind.

THE above povisions taken togeiler substuntially are the
sine gua non of Islumic Constitutivn, Disregard of even
a single provision makes the constitution Un-Islumic,

THIS is the picture of the full fledged Islamic State
and tu attain it time will be needed,  During the transi-
tion stage, however, whatever steps are tuken they shall
unequinocally aim towards the ideal,

RAYDEAY DS DE TV ETUVESD MM{M APV DPVED VRSV DE VLD
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December 10th, 1855, TOLU=E=ISLAM, KARACHI. Regd Nov 5. 1080
PPNV VI ICT VRSPV ICVIOTOTD C VRV

o e LS5 oLl
Whaf Man Has Thought

There are numerous questions which have puzzled human mind ever
since the dawn of t'.ﬂllS{‘.iﬂuEl‘l{_:lﬁﬁ—Wlmt are Matter, Life, and Consciousness ?
How did Universe come into being and how did Life and Consciousness
emerge out of inorganic Matter? [Is there any Reality behind Universe ?
Has Creation any purpose ?  What is the Destiny of Man?  Are Good and
Evil absolute? Are there any Permanent Values? What are Religion,

Reality and God ? 1Is there any suprasensous source of knowledge ?

What is the place of Politics in human affairs and the type of

Governmental machinery most suited to them ?

In more recent times fresh problems cropped up—the State and
its various forms, the part Economics plays in shaping Man’s Destiny, the
standard for the Distribution of Wealth, the coatrol of the Means of
Production, the institution of Private Property vis @ vis human economy, the

problem of Needs vs. Talents in relation to Communism, and so on,

Finally, what is western civilisation, what are its achievements

and what its future is going to be?

From the Greek philosophers of over two thousand years ago down
to the present day thinkers Man has striven hard to find an answer
to all these problems. The story of this stupendous effort is fascinating

and has been told lucidly in ‘* What Man Has Thought” les- L5 & Ol

The book is a scholarly exposition at a plane appropriate to its
lofty theme and only a limited number of copies have been printed. It will

be on sale shortly, Be quick to register your copy.

NAZIM IDARA-E-TOLU-E-ISLAM
P. B. No. 7313, KARACHL

LoveoIeoRRSACST DDV DR DICSTIRSVRSVCIVRCSICIITIC
Title Printed at Mucid Art Press, Thathai Compound, Bunder Rosd, Karachi. Text at Jawed Press, MeLeod Road, Karachi, Published by Khurshid Alam
rom Tuly-e-lslam Office, 207/A, F. E. C. H. Society. Karachi. Editor: KHURSHID ALAM
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ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION

Dear Brotler,

The question of framing an Islamic Comstitution has
cropped up in Pakistan for the first time in the entire history
of Tslam covering o period of over thirteon hundred yeurs.
Absence of direct precedents or relevent guidance makes the
task very difficult indeed. Tut we huve to find a way or
make it

The fundamentals of Islam are contained in the Ouran
anil QJuran has fortunately been handed down to us intact in
its original form and pristine purity, The ravages of time
and hiwman conflicis have had no effect on its authenticity,
The Quran contains a complete code for human life and
roest help us in fulfilling the present difficult task,

As a result of a life-long study of the Quran and human
thought T gave you in an earlier letter the Dasic Provisions af
the I'stamic Constitition. In the present letter I propose to put
before you some puints which must be borne in mind in framing
an Tslamic Constitution. They will, 1 am sure, help vou in
discharging your great and noble assignment as satisfactorily
as is possible in the circumstances,

To,

Al Musling Members of the ir.
Consfituent Assembiy.

{ Senf in Davember 1535)

Sincerely yotrs,
A. PARWELZL,
Director Quranic Kesearch Centre,
Post Box 73138, Karachi.

POINTS TO BE BORNE IN MIND IN FRAMING
AN ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION FOR PAKISTAN.

Barring a few  exceptions the Quran concerns itsalf
generally with the FUNDAMENTALS and gives no details.
For instance it ordains Zakat again ond again, but pives
nowhere the rate of recovery orthe conditions governing its
levy. The intention is that while the Fundamentals remain
inviolable, the Tskumic State of the day will determine details
therennder to suit the requirements of the time,  The Guran is
very explicit un this point, e Chapter V (MAAEDAH), Verses
100-002, wherein it is stated that details of things which have
not heen speciicd m the Quran should not be asked for
beeause i they are revealed they might prove difficult to follow,

Tn his commentary en the Curan (Taflheemul Curan,
Vol. 1) Syed Abul Aala Maudoodi, the head of the Jamuaai-
e-lslami  which is  foremost in demanding  an Islumic
Constitution, lias recorded the following note on the verses
mentioned alwwe :-

“A tradition says CAllab has placed on you certain
obligations, do not viclate them. Some things have been
forbidden, do nol goe near them. Some limitations have
been imposed, do not transgress them. Some things have
been left unspoken of without hcing averlooked, do not
probe into them." The tradition coveys an important
wamning, Where the law-giver hus cited a principle
without specifying details or where he lays down an
injucntion in general terms without mentioning quantity,
number or other determinable factors, the rveason for his
doing so is not that he had overlooked them but that
his miention was not to hedge in the mattier but to allow
greater latitude in the observince of the injunction. Now
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if some ome dabbles in hair splitting and if the words of the
lawgiver do not help him to prop up round the matetra
berricade of minute details and fine limitations, he hos
recourse  to  intellectual jugglery to make the indeiined
definite, the absolute resteicted and the undetermined
determined, he exposes the Muslims to a grave danger becanse
in ynetaphysical maters the greater the details 1le harder will
it be for one 1o believe and in the case of practical injunctions
limitarions are lialde to incrense the chances of vielation on
the pari of the obscrver,”

In another book of Lis (TAFHEEMAAT, Tart (1)
Syod Abul Anla  Maudeodi expluined the above
principle in the following words -

has

"It is an ncontroverfible trath that the lawgiver, for
the obsérvance of lLis direcifuns, Las with extreme wisdom
andl knowlodgu, laid dowrn mostly such counditions as would in
all times, all places and all civenmsianees, achieve the
P prose in view, In gpite of this, there are numerous details
in which changed circumnstances corresponding
change. Tt is not necessary thut the conditions in every age
and countrv showld be same as they obtained in Arabia apnd
the Muslim world during the time of the Prophet and bLis
companions. Therefure the enforcement in all ages and in
ull eonditions of the particular forms for the observance of
Islamic injunctions exactly as they were at mception, that
is withoui mnodification will be a sort of conventionalism,
which is completely alien to the spivit of Islam, It will be
meorrect, therelure, 10 folliw *_-iLTi.\;ﬂj’ the wvery words of the

neeil o

Ul‘igiunl text withouwt \»'L'iglqiug them in thae present  context,
jnch  less thweir inferences, Thie rational
metliod for tack lilig a lu‘ﬂh]glil 15 that one should keep before
his mind's eye the aim of the lawgiver and the why of it
i with due regard to his principles and practice afiect

deductions  or

changes to accord with o change in circumstunces,"

Stated in siimpde words the essence of the forepoing is
Vit Alfak, the lawgpiver, fas revedled (n e Qurean e basie
priciples governing snan's corporate bfe amd wvery few defasfed
fhstrnciions amed Hhat dhe tufeilion waderlving His greal desipn
15 that the Gout. of covery age showld fisclf frame swbsidiary laws
within the fowr nalls of the divine prineiples,

I

In the light of the Qurani Fundamentals the Mvophet was
the first to determine details appropriate to his time.  After
the Prophet came his successors und although the time lag

Letween him and his immediate successors was (oo short to
lring about any substantial change in the prevailing conditions
of society, there are on recond intunces in which they modified
or reversed the ecarlier decisions on the expressed ground
that the respuirements of the later time justified a modification
aof 1he decisions taken Ly the Prophet. Here are some
of them :-

1) Divorce. There ace three stages to be gone through
before divoree becomes effective.  The Prophet decided that
il a hsband voices his intention to divoree his wife thrice
in onc breath it will be treated as one stage of the procedure,
Hazrat Abu Bakr  [ollowed the decision of the I'roplaet
but Hazrat Omar decided that the thrice repeated declara-
tion at a time will amount to the completion of all the three
stages and will make divoree imrevocgble,

(it Rawsem. The Prophet fixed thie amount of mnsom
for prisoners of war ot one Deenaar per Lead,  Hazrat Omar
fixed different amounts for different countries,

Continued on Title page 3.
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Continwed from Title page 2.

{ili} Conguered Lind.
ed lands among soldiets,

The Prophet distributed eongier-
Hagrat Omar disagreed with il
and after prolonged consideration  decided that since  the
coming  pencerations also bl the siglt to bencht by the

conquerced  Tands,  They shoulil net be  distribaled  amonge
soliliers agd should remain in 1he charge of the State.
{ivy Maintenawce Allooance, The Prophet  gave the

allowanee at a uniform rade.  Hazeat Al Bakr continnerd
the practice. it Hozrat Ovwr decided that the amount
of the allowance shall vary with ihe services rendered by
the recipient.

{v) Taaslecfi (Molooh. The Prophet gave financial
assistance ont of state funds. Hozrat Omar stopped it and
went go far as to witldeow the lands which had been given
out earlier to certian tribal chiels,

{(vi} Wime, The Prophet did not specily the punishment
for o dronkard,  Hograd Alo Bake fixed it ot 40 Jashes and
Higrat Omar increasal it to 80 lashes,

(vity Tax on agriculinral prodice, The Prophet did not
prescribe separate rates for individual avticles. Mazeat Omas
did it.

(viti) Fakod, The Prophel dicdd not recover Zakat on

horses: for sale and se produce.  Hazrat Omar did i,
{ix) Call io prayer. In Prophet’s time there was only
one call for Triday praver, Hasradl Qaman made it {wao,

(x) People of the Dook. Quran permiiz Muslims Lo
marry the female folk of the people of the Book, The
pormission was utilised v to the fme of Hageal Osman, bot
sensing disruption Iaxrat Al sespeided it

The [ollowing are some instances in which the first four
Caliphs have differed from one another ;-

{iy Diverce. Hozrat Omer decided that if a man on
sick bed divorces his wife she will have a share in inheritance
provided the man dies within {he period of Iddal, Hazrat
Osmman did nway with the provisn and allowed the widow a
share anlomatically.

(iip  ddefel.  Hazral Omar held that the Tddet of a
preguant wonkn ended with delivery, but Hazrat Ali deciced
ilhat her Ildat will be until delivery or 4 nunils and 10 davs
whichever is lomgrer. i

(i)  Fohersionee.  Mazeat Abu Bakr did not allow a
share to the brothers of the deccased if his grand father

was alive, Hazgmt Omar mave a share to the brotliers,

1V

Inztances of this kind can be multiplicd easily and it
stanils to rexson thal had the Khilafat continued 1o fopciion
the process of amending and revising the provisions of
Shariat wonlel laove gone on ad fafindion, Dot Khilafat  soon

changed  into kingship wherein the  king's

word  hecame
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supreme and the system of legislation underwent a marked
change. In political matiers the King's will became the law
and the personal matters became the concern of Individuoal
jurists, They brooght about FIQH by working on -the same
old lines of legislation, namely rationally determining details
sitited to existing conditions in the light of the {undamentals
of the Quran and the Araditions of the Prophet and his
contemporaries. The canclusions of FIQOH differ from the
carlier decisions in several respects. Inm  explaining the
difference Imam Abu Hanita has given one reason (o be
that the Prophet artived ot hiz decizions afler consultation
with his companions. Many a time he accepted the views
of the others in preference to his own. Had Abu Hanila
Been present at the fine il is quite possible that the Prophet
might have accepted his (Abu Hanifa's}) view in preference
to all the other views expressed before him.

v

The considerations set out above lead to the following
conclusions -

(a) Allah has left out from the Quran matters of detail
without everlooking anything.

(b) The Prophet determind details but did not codify
them for the Millat. No one dare say that non-codification
was accidenlal, Tt was deliberate since the Prophet knew

that the delails he determined were not to prevail unchanged
for all time 0o come.

(e} The immediate successors of the Prophet - the
Khulafai Rashidin - affected changes in his decisions as well
as in the decisions of one another.

{d) The sponsors of FIQH carried out amendments
in the decisions of the Prophet and his companions as is
evident from those provisions of FIQH which go contrary to
TRAITIONS,

(e) It follows therefore that the Islamic Governmen! of
epery age has the vight to frame its mon laws fa mee! fhe cvrromi
reguivetnenis by heeping well within the four cormers of the
Fundamentals given by the (Quran.
attention  will

In framing the laws due
be paid to what has preceded but the
precedants will not be followed ipse facto,
a guide and will continue undisturbed until a change becomes
neCessTY,

They will zerve as

a2 Pt B Pt R
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Wha’r Man Has Thought

There are numerous questions which have puzzled human mind ever
since the dawn of consciousness—What are Matter, Life, and Consciousness ?
How did Universe come into being and how did Life and Consciousness
emerge out of inorganic Matter ? [Is there any Reality behind Universe ?
Has Creation any purpose ?  What is the Destiny of Man ?  Are Good and
Evil absolute ? Are there any Permanent Values # What are Religion,

Reality and God ? s there any suprasensous source of knowledge ?

What is the place of Politics in human affairs and the type of

Governmental machinery most suited to them ¢

In more recent times fresh problems cropped up—the State and
its various forms, the part Economics plays in shaping Man's Destiny, the
standard for the Distribution of Waealth, the control of the Means of
Production, the institution of Private Property vis @ vis human economy, the

problem-of Needs vs. Talents in relation to Communism, and so on.

Finally, what is western civilisation, what are its achievements

and what its future is going to be ?

From the Greek philosophers of over two thousand years ago down
to the present day thinkers Man has striven hard to find an answer
to all these problems. The story of this stupendous efiort is fascinating

and has been told lucidly in “What Man Has Thought” les L5 2 Ol=il

The book is a scholarly exposition at a plane appropriate to its
lofty theme and only a limited number of copies have been printed. It will

be on sale shortly. Be quick to register your copy.

NAZIM IDARA-E-TOLU-E-ISLAM
P. B. No. 7313, KARACHI.
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Tithe Printed at Musid Art Press, Thathai Componnd, HBunder Road, Karachi. Text at Jawed Press, McLeod Road, Harnchi. Published by HKburshid Alam
from Tolu-e-Islam Office. 2T7JA. P. E. C. H. Socicty, Karachi. Editor: KHURSHID ALAM
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- ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION

(LETTER No. 3.)

Dear Brother,

I have had the pleasure and privilege of writing to you twice
during recent months about the shape of constitution of the Islamic State
of Pakistan, The first letter gave the Basic Provisions of an Islamic
Constitution ; the second letter brought out essential points bearing on the
framing of the constitution, The Constitution of Pakistan is, in my view, to
be a bappy blending of Permanence und Change. The Holy Quran has given
permanent and immutable principles for all time to come and all places ;
the Traditions of the Holy Prophet and his companions and the Figh of
the later jurists contain instructions subsidiary to the Quranic principles,
which are liable to change with changed cenditions and localities.

The late Dr. Sir Mohammad Igbal conceived and originated the idea
of Pakistan, and was best fitted to guide your efforts in giving a censtitution
for the State. But he is gone. Fortunately his writings contain hints which
are most illuminating. Here is an extract from his **Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in 1slam”, page 163-4 (Oxford Edition) :—

** For our present purposes, however, we must distinguish traditions
of a purely legal import from those which are of a non-legal
character. With regard to the former, there arises a very important
question as to how far they embody the pre-Islamic usages of
Arabia which were in some cases left intact, and in others
maodified by the Prophet. It is difficult to make this discovery,
for our early writers do not always refer to pre-Islamic usages. Nor
is it possible to discover that the usages, left intact by cxpress or
tacit approval of the Prophet, were intended to be universal
in their application. Shah Wali Ullah has a very illuminating
discussion on the point, I reproduce here the substance of his
view. The prophe tic method of teaching, according to Shah
Wali Ullah, is that, generally speaking, the law revealed by a
prophet takes especial notice of the habits, ways, and peculiarities
of the people to whom he is specifically sent. The prophet
who aims at all-embracing principles, however, can neither
reveal different principles for different peoples, nor leaves them
to work out their own rules of conduct. His method is to
train one particular people, and to use them as a nucleus for the
building up of a universal Shari'at. In doing so he accentuates
the principles underlying the sacial life of all mankind, and applies
them to concrete cases in the light of the specific habits of the
people immediately before him. The Shari'at wvalues (Ahkam)
resulting from this application (e.g. rules rclating to penalties for
crimes) are in a sense specific to that people; and since their
observance is not an end in itself they cannot be strictly enforced
in the case of future generations. It was perhaps in view of this

" Continued on Tille page 3.
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Condingred  from Title page 2.

that Abu Hanifa who had a keen insight into the universal characther
of Islam made practically no use of these traditions. The fact
that he introduced the principle of ‘Istihsan’, L.e. juristic preference,
which necessitates a careful study of actual conditions in legal think-
ing, throws further light on the motives which determined his attitude
towards this source of Mohammedan Law, It is said that Abu
Hanifa made no use of traditions becaunce there were no regular
collections in his day. In the first place, it is not true to sav that
there were no collections in his day, as the collections of Abdul
Malik and Zuhri were made not less than thirty vears before the
death of Abu Hanifa. But even if suppose that these collections
never reached him, or that they did not contain traditions of a legal
import, Abu Hanifa, like Malik and Ahmed Ibn-i-Hambal afier Liim,
could hve easily made his own collection if he had deemed such a
thing necessary.  On the whole, then, the attitude of Abu “anifa

towards the traditions of a purely legal import is to my mind
perfectly sound ; and if modern Liberalism cosiders it safer not to

make any indiscriminate use of them as a source of law, it will
be only following one of the greatest exponents of Mohammedan
Law in Sunni Islam.”

In arriving at his conclusions, Dr. Igbal had the support of such
ciminent personalities as Imam Abu Hanifa and Shah Waliullah Muhaddis
Dehlavi, It will be reassuring for you to see that the conclusions of the
late Allama Iqgbal fully endorse what, on the basis of Quran, my letters
have said, namely that the Comsiitutron of Pakistan will have Sfor dts basis ihe
pevmancent and dmanetable principles of the Holy Quran and will allow e
Legislaltre fo confine, modify or veplace the subsidiary instructions contained
i fhe Traditions and Figh according lo the cxisting requivements.

Ty, l"? ' am “*'ﬁ&\-ﬂ’f&-:ﬁﬁi‘“ ‘&h“’&.‘“ﬂaﬁ"’b“ﬂaﬁ'-’aﬂ‘nﬂ@ﬂ*

Ex

May God help you in evelving a constitution in conformity with
the principle of I’etmanence cwsn Change which has been enunciated by
Islam and Islam alone, 15 the carnest prayer of

B e e I I I I T P F B

=

Yours sincerely,

A

G. A, PARWEY.
MNipector,

Curanic Researcli Centre,
Post Box 7313,
KARACHI.

T

Al Muslime Members of the Constiluwent Assembly
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ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION.

(LETTER No. 4)

0]

QURANIC RESEARCH CENTRE,

' Post Box 7313, Karachi,
i Dated, 2312 55,
Dear Brother,
3}

] In three earlier letters I have tried to explain the fundamenial
principles on which an Islamic Constitution should be based. Their essence
is that the Quran gives eternal and immutable principles for the guidance of
human affairs and that in the light of the Quranic principles the ILslamic
State of every age is fully competent to frame subsidiary laws to satisfy the
then existing requirements. This basic provision should, in my humble view,
be incorporated in Pakistan’s Constitution in some such words :—

(o

-f-§
LT
“The ultimate spiritual basis of all life is eternal, but it reveals itself a
in variety and change, A society based on this conception’ of Reality must e
reconcile, in its life, the categories of permanence and change. The eternal
and permanent principles to govern human affairs are contained in the Book
of Allah (Al-Quran) in the light of which an Islamic State is required to for- 3
mulate detailed laws to suit the requirements of its time, guided but un- LG
hampered by the laws so framed by previous Islamic States. The Islamic

State of Pakistan shall frame its laws, rules and regulations in accordance

with this principle,”

2 The purpose of the present letter is to invite your attention fo one
important aspect of the -:l‘t)tmaud that Pakistan's Constitution should be bas-
ed on “Quran and Sunnah.” A constitution worth the name has to be clear,
definite and unambiguous. The term “Quran & Sunnal’ does not, wholly
satisfy this essential requirement. “Quran” conveys, no doubt, a definite
connotation, namely, a book in Arabic beginning with the word “Alhamd”
and ending with the word “Wannaas™, every word of which is authentic and
unalterable. But “Sunnah’ conveys no such precise connotation.

If “Sunnah’ must be incorporated in the constitution then it is most §
essential that the underlying intention should be clearly and categorically :
expressed stating exactly as to what is meant by “Sunnah”™ and in which
compilation it is to be found. It will not do just to say that “Sunnah”
means the “established way the Prophet lived his life”. It will be necessary
to explain who “established™ it, under whose authority and by what method, ®
and where it is laid down. Also whether the “Sunnah’ so defined is 3
acceptable to the entire Muslim population of Pakistan or to only a section
thereof. Any indifferent use of the term “*Sunnah”, without a comprehen-
sive explanatory note, would be dangerous and open the way to many serious
complications. The dismissed Constituent Assembly of which you are the
successors, was indiscreet in using the term in the Objectives Resolution
without making sure what it actually signified and thereby landed itself in
untold difficulties.

i

I do hope you will not allow the sad story to be repeated but will be
prepared to face facts, and if you must agree to“the incorporation of the
term, you will have it properly defined.

Yours Sincerely,
G. A, PARWEZ,
Director Quranic Research Centre,

To
ALL MUSLIM MEMBERS OF THE
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBILY.
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