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THE QUR'ANIC SYSTEM OF SUSTENANCE

G.A. Parwez

We are pleased to announce the release of the
long-awaited translation of Nizam-i-
Rabbubiyat (1955) by G.A. Parwez. A
powerful treatise on the subject of economics,
and possibly his most important work.
~ Originally written to address communism as
% well as capitalism, its warnings and
recommendations remain wholly relevant to
the prevailing economic conditions of the
twenty-first century.
Parwez presents an alternative economic
solution to capitalism and socialism, taken
directly from the Qur'an. In outlining the
Qur'anic 'system of sustenance', he boldly
challenges the accepted norms regarding the
individual and society. But this alternative goes
far beyond the pale of economy. It claims to

e spiritual needs of human beings thereby
encompassing their entlre individual and social existence. He argues that the
Qur'an alone offers humanity material advancement without decadence, and
spiritual advancement without dogmatism.

A must-read for all students of economics and religion.

Published by Islamic Dawn Society & Tolu-e-Islam Trust in association with
Libredux Publishing.

Translators: Saleena Karim & Fazal Karim.
Available now at all Amazon stores online: Price: £12.99 UK $15.99US

Discounted copies (25% off) available to Bazm members based in Europe,
US, Canada & Australia/New Zealand for a limited time.

Email Saleena Karim at editor@cyberblurb.co.uk for details, or visit:
https://www.createspace.com/4010886 and apply the discount code:7R3H5RBG
Alternatively contact Mr Magbool Farhat at mac.farhat@gmail.com
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Liberal leaders send a telegram to British Prime Minister.
Muslims Point of View

Quaid-i-Azam speaks on the necessary requisites of religion and a religious government.

Quaid-i-Azam Mr Muhammad Ali Jinnah went to Hyderabad and immediately on 19th
August 1941 gave an interview to university students and others at Rockland State
Guest House . In spite of his illness he spoke more than 45 minutes. On this occasion
Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung and some Hindu students were also present.

He answered various questions in cheerful countenance. Mr. Mahmood Ali BA wrote
down the interview and converted this discussion into a Question & Answer format and
now has sentitto Orient Press of India on the occasion of Quaid-i-Azam birthday.

Q: What are the necessary requisites of religion & areligious government?

A: When | hear the word ‘religion’, it conjures up in my mind the English usage of a
private relationship between man and God. But | know full well that according to Islam,
‘religion’ does not carry the connotations that it does in English. | am neither a maulvi nor
a mullah [Muslim cleric], nor do | claim expertise in theology. But | have studied the Holy
Qur’an and the laws of Islam by myself. This great Book contains guidance for every
aspect of human life, whether spiritual, or social, or political, or economic, and nothing [of
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these aspects] is excluded. The Qur’an’s principles and injunctions are not only in the
best interests of Muslims; in fact in an Islamic state, non-Muslims will be treated better
and accorded more rights than can be conceived anywhere else.
Q: In this connection what is your opinion about a Communist government?
A: Communism, Bolshevism or any other similar political and economic systems are a
crude rudimentary copy of Islamic System. These have no match at all with the all
embracing and balanced tenets of Islam.
Q: Turkish government is a secular state or agovernment. An Islamic government
is totally different to it. What is your opinion?
A: In my opinion political definition of a secular, materialist government is not fully
applicable on Turkish government.
“There is a special feature of the Islamic state that must not be overlooked. Here
obedience is due to God, and in practice this means observing Qur’anic
principles and injunctions. In Islam, authority belongs neither to a king, nor to a
parliament, nor to any individual organisation. Qur’anic injunctions determine
the limits of our civil liberties and obligations in the political or social context. In
other words, the ‘Islamic state’ is the name of the authority that enforces Qur’anic
principles and injunctions, and this in turn requires a territory”.

END

| want to share with you this rare historical interview given by Quaid-i-Azam to students
of Usmania University, Hyderabad, India.
I needed it for a reference to be quoted in a booklet. After three years search | found itin
Lahore Museum Library two years ago. The editors of Roznama Ingilab were Maulvi
Ghulam Rasool Mehr & Col Abdul Majid Salik.
On the title page the date was incorrectly printed by the printing press as 8th December
1942 butinside pages, date is correctly shown as 8th January 1942. .
Asinister and satirical campaign by nationalist Muslim Ulama and anti Pakistani groups
was made to discredit Quaid-i-Azam in the eyes of the ordinary Muslims that “he was a
secularist, totally westernised Muslim just by name. He ate pork and drank liquor. He did
not know an iota of Qur'an and Islamic ideology”. One famous Indian Imam ridiculed
Jinnah by saying “Is he Quaid-i-Azam or Kaafir-i-Azam”.
Having said that please read this interview and draw your own inference. | think the
explanation and interpretation of Qur’anic laws & Islamic jurisprudence essential for an
Islamic state given by Jinnah is the best | have ever read anywhere. Itis utterly surprising
that not even one Pakistani politician, historian, writer has ever mentioned this interview.
Isitnot a conspiracy by secularists and nationalists!

(Magbool Farhat, UK)
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Surah Al-Mulk Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 29: Chapter 4

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

Dear Friends! Today is October 21, 1983 and the Dars-e-Qur'an begins today
with verse 15 of chapter 67 of the Qur'an.

If you remember we originally started our discussion of planets and stars and
the purpose of their creation and how some people (astrologers, in particular)
use their movements to predict human destiny. The Quran declared that
predicting human destiny like this is Kufr. It says that not just the planets and
stars but whatever is in the Universe has been made subservient to humans.
Proceeding further we come to the verse (67:15) now. It says: “The Almighty
has created for your development the means of sustenance and made them
subservient to you. You should thus seek ways to acquire these means and
bring forth the sustenance for the benefit of all. He has bestowed these for
your use.” In this verse the Arabic word “zaloolan” means that the Earth (is
under your feet and) has been made subservient to you.

Everything in the Universe has been made subservient to humans
Leave aside the Heaven; just consider the Earth. We live on this planet. We
travel in all its regions, and partake of the sustenance that it provides. We use
different methods to acquire its resources. It does not refuse to deliver its
sustenance. It does not stand up and oppose us. Although it is such a large
planet its status is nothing compared to an individual human being. Human
beings are able to exploit it in any way they like and it does not refuse to
deliver.

Dear friends! | have mentioned that in the Quran there is 'Rahmat’ and there
is 'Rububiyah’. Rahmat means providing nourishment the way a child gets its
nourishment in mother's womb. In this process there is no effort exercised by
the child. His nourishment comes from outside of him. But it does not mean
that this nourishment comes from the external world. This comes from the
mother's body but he gets it automatically. The child is in no position to
exercise any effort to get his nourishment for himself at this stage. But the
method of getting this nourishment changes as soon as he is born. Now at his
stage in his life, he gets his nourishemnt from the milk of his mother's breast.
Also, now, he has to make effort to suck this milk, and the mother has to
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breastfeed him. You see that in the external world it is a world of cause-and-
effect. Beyond this stage, the nourishment comes from food. In this whole
process all the basic needs of sustenance have already been provided by
Allah: If He has created human beings then He has also provided the sources
of sustenance for them. Before birth the sustenance was inside the mother's
womb and after that it is in the sources of sustenance available outside, but
for which the human beings have to make effort. These sources of
sustenance are from Allah but humans have to make effort to get it. In other
words, we can say that since Allah has created these sources of sustenance
so it belongs to Him, and since humans have to make effort to get this
sustenance, so they should have their share in the output based on their
effort expended.

Difference in the thinking of Momin and Kafir

Up to this stage Momins and Kafirs are alike. Whoever wants to get
sustenance from the Earth can getit. Whosoever makes effort will get it, and
one who makes more effort can get more. In this process so far, the question
of Iman and Kufrdoes not arise. But after this sustenance has been acquired,
then how should it be distributed? The real question comes here. This is the
place where the question of Kufr and of Iman arises. If the sustenance thus
acquired is distributed according to an economic system based on one's own
wishes, one's own goals, one's own individual or national or any other
subjective interests, then the result is misery. Today more than half the
population of the Earth sleeps hungry because of this. But even those who
get some portion of this sustenance through the implements of this economic
system, the condition is such that what is available to the dogs of the rich even
that is not available to the poor people's children. The sources of sustenance
are all created by Allah and only from them all sustenance is derived. But after
that this difference has occurred. This is the difference between Kufr and
Iman. The Quran says: “Wa llaihin Nushoor’. However, from our traditional
translations we cannot understand this difference.

Dear friends! First, notice that the Earth has been made subservient to
humans! Then, pay attention to what Allah has said: Use different means to
acquire sustenance. Now after acquiring this sustenance the traditional
translations say: After death you are to return to Him. In this translation we do
not see a connection between the first part of the verse and this next part.
What this returning to Him after death is to do with acquiring sustenance? We
do not see any logical connection here. But there is a logical connection
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which is this: Now, you have acquired the sustenance. As mentioned before,
Kafirs and Momins are equally included up to this point. But how to distribute
the acquired resources? Thisis where the difference starts.

Spreading sustenance according to Allah's law

Dear friends! The Quran now points out a major point of departure from this
point onwards. The words “Nushur’ or “Nashr’ means to spread, to expand,
to publish. “Naashir’ means publisher, as for example, we have publisher for
books. “Manshoor’ means to publish and to announce to everyone like the
way new leaves and branches announce their arrival in the spring after the
fall season. This, in Arabic, is called “Nushoor’. The question earlier was:
How to spread the sustenance thus acquired (67:15). The Quran says: “Wa
llaihin Nushoor(67:15)” Thatis, this sustenance will be distributed according
to the values and the laws of the Quran. What a beautiful relationship this
brings up with the first part of the verse! The Earth has been created by Allah
and not by humans. It is He who made the Earth subservient to humans. The
Earth can never disobey humans. This is a great power which humans have
over the Earth. Humans can tap into and extract any amount of its resources.
The Earth is for everyone whether Kafir or Momin. Its resources are equally
available for everyone. By putting appropriate effort anyone can acquire its
resources. Now the next step is to distribute and spread the resources. ltis to
turn dry fall trees into endearing spring trees.

The Quranic meaning of 'llaihi’

Dear friends! After the word 'Rizqihi’ (i.e., sustenance) is the word 'llaihi’. It
means that (after you have acquired the sustenance then) get the guidance
by turning yourselves to Allah (i.e., turning to His Book, the Quran) and
spread the sustenance in accordance with His guidance. If this happens all
your sustenance becomes good and halal. This will be the Islamic way. On
the other hand, if the sustenance is distributed according to human wishes
and selfish interests then this will be bad and tantamount to Kufr. This was the
function of llaihin Nushoor to spread the sustenance. But, instead of doing
this, the Quran says you make your own system and you ignore the principles
and the laws of Allah. The next part of the verse is translated as “Have you
become fearless of what is in the heavens?” And its meaning is traditionally
taken as “The God who is in the Heaven”. In our culture we turn our eyes
towards the sky when we think of God. We think he is observing us from up
there. But, in the Quran, Allah says: “And He is with you wherever you may be
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(57:4)”. So, it does not make sense to say that He is up there in the heaven.
Actually, it is mentioned in the Quran that He is God of the Heaven as well as
God of the Earth. Saying that He is in the Heaven or He is in the Earth is
meaningless. It is meaningless to make any spatial reference to Allah! The
question of “where?” arises only for material things which can be at only one
place atonetime.

The definition of 'Arsh according to Hadith

Allah is beyond our all these concepts. Itis not that He is in the Heaven, or He
is sitting on 'Arsh (platform) and this platform is in the Heaven. You may
remember the hadith about this platform being held on the horns of mountain
goats! Dear friends! It is completely meaningless to talk that Allah is sitting in
the Heaven.

The revelation that comes from Allah is referred to as 'nuzool' which has the
meaning of coming down from above. Whether they are the laws of nature
running the Universe or the revelation given to Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
as guidance (laws) for running the worldly lives of human beings, they both
have come down from above. The concept here is only this much: That these
laws have been sent down from above. These are not created by human
beings. These have been given by Allah to the world. Would you then not
fear? Would you then not fear of the bad consequences that are bound to
happen to you if you violate His laws?

The distribution of sustenance must be done on the basis of
nourishment for all

In relation to sources of sustenance the very first words of the Quran are:
‘Alhamdu Lillahi Rabbil 'Aalemeen”, which means that Allah-given
sustenance is open to all. Therefore, if the distribution of this sustenance is
based on any class or status it will no longer be in accordance with the Quran.
In other words, this sustenance will no longer be of Allah but it will be of
humans; this system will be Kufr and will not be Islam. Allah says: You
acquired the sources of sustenance from the Earth We created. After you
have acquired it you do not distribute it according Our measure; you do not
spread it according to Our instructions; but you distribute it according to your
own laws and systems and, as a consequence, you bring death and
destruction. So, is it the case that you have become so insulated and so
fearless that you think OK! He created these resources and sources of
sustenance. So what?! We will use it the way we want. This essentially
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means you do not care what Allah says. You think that after creating these
things He has no longer control over these resources. Suppose, if Allah were
to make the entire Earth barren and fallow then which other god would you
turn to to correct this situation? Allah created this Earth and made it able to
produce crop and sustenance, and if He were to usurp this ability from the
Earth then who can give this ability back to the Earth? Although it is up to
humans to acquire the knowledge to extract benefit from it and to improve it,
but the fundamental ability that Allah has put into it to produce sustenance no
human can create it. This thing cannot happen mechanically. Said He: if this
is the situation; that if the Earth is made barren; or if itis made dustbowl; or if it
is made desolate; then tell Us what would be your fate? If even some part of
the Earth becomes like this; becomes desolate and without any type of
sustenance; then a great catastrophe occurs in that region. But imagine if it
occurs to the entire Earth then what kind misery and catastrophic situation
will humans face?!

Dear friends! The style of the Quran is so amazing! It clarifies issues by
putting them into proper context and gives examples of perceptible things in
lucid manner. The next verse (67:17) says that think how secure and
protected you are on this Earth? How many huge planets are out there in
space and, here you are, peacefully living on the Earth? If these planets were
to break up into pieces and start falling on Earth then where will you go to
seek protection? If the Earth becomes barren you will die but, nevertheless,
at least you will be alive for few days. On the other hand, if huge rocks start
raining down on you then you will be exterminated in seconds. That is why
Allah says that We gave you both: sustenance and security. Don't you realize
that there is an authority in control of all of this? And this authority is such that
its relationship to humans is that of Rahmat and Rububiyat i.e., of provider of
sustenance, nourishment and development. He created these things so that
you could remain in security, and get sustenance; but, here you are, doing
your own bidding? Do you think all this is joke?!

Wrong distribution system is the source of misery and destruction

Here in this verse (67:17) a warning is given similar to the warning we
discussed earlier in verse (67:8). Humans are being told that since all these
resources are available to you from the Universe for free then you should
create a system of distribution for spreading these resources according to the
laws and values given by Allah, the Creator and real Owner of this Universe.
Only then you will remain in peace and security. If you will not do that then,
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alright, this Earth will not become barren and rocks will not rain on you? But
there is this systemyour wrong system of distributionthis will bring upon you
such a destruction that it will be even more terrifying and dangerous than the
othertwo (67:17). From this you will soon find out about the warning that was
given to you and you used to dismiss it as a joke. You will soon see the
destruction of your wrong system which you did not believe that it will ever
come. Slowly but surely, this destruction will come which will be the result of
your wrong system of distribution of Allah-provided resources. Actually, even
now the whole world is engulfed in this hell but, we Muslims, do not to come
outof our “Bismillah's minarets”to see it.

Today the entire Europe and America are standing on the edge of
destruction

We seem to be oblivious of the fact that the peoples of Europe and America,
who are so advanced compared to us, of how they are crying at the hands of
their wrong system of life. They are not able to understand as to why this is
happening to them. Their economic situation is such that they are giving aid
to the rest of the world. On the other hand, our situation is such that rich and
poor alike are all living in fear and anxiety, and cannot relax. Europe and
America have acquired control over the forces of nature. So far so good! But it
is that next step Ilaihin Nushoor thatis missing there. Against this, they have
established a system that is based on self-interest and self-control over the
Allah-given resources. The result is that and we Muslims, of course, do not
count at all in this! what you call superpowers, they are suspicious of each
other so much so that they feel scared and afraid of future. All their energy is
being spentin this worry that if the other powers invent new technology or are
able to develop new high-tech weapons then what will happen to us? Then
they get obsessed with developing new ways and inventing new technology
of war. If one side says that we have developed new missiles that will reach
New York then the other side starts thinking of what will be the strategy of
protection from it. They say that we will launch new satellites and planes to
detect and destroy it. That is, all their thinking is being focused to handle
these kinds of situations and all their energy is being spent on developing
newer and more powerful killing machines.

Fear and anxiety everywhere
My dear friends! This way, all over this Earth, there is no security to humans at
the hands of humans. Think now what the Quran said: Do you think you will
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get peace and security with your wrong system in place? What a word the
Quran uses for this 'am-amintum?! Are you able to achieve security by your
policies of self-interest and self-control? How is it possible that with your
wrong system and wrong policies you would be able to achieve peace and
security?! In fact, the situation has deteriorated to such an extent that even
for individuals there is no peace and no security. Contrary to this, we are told
in the Quran that the characteristic of Allah's system is that there will be no
fear and there will be no anxiety: “Wa laa khaufun 'Alaihim wa laa
yahzanoon™. There will be no heart-aches and no feeling of sadness in this
system. There will be peace and security at every level. If we spread the
Allah-created resources, if there is “lhain Nushoor” then this will be the
ultimate result.

From Nature's evidence to history's evidence

Dear friends! After Nature's evidence the Quran now presents history's
evidence in support of its argument for establishing an economic system
based on “lhain Nushoor”. It says that pay attention to the history of previous
nations what happened to them when they established wrong systems. If you
want to see the functioning of Our control and if you want to know how much
power is in Our laws? then observe these birds small or big, light or heavy,
all kinds of birds. Have you noticed how they keep on flying without any
support? On the other hand, if you throw even a tiny object it falls to the
ground. The birds increase their speed and heights by spreading their wings
and drawing them in constantly at regular intervals. If you want to create
movement in anything a similar process of squeezing and releasing is
needed. Arabs used the word 'Qabdh’for this. It is amazing how these desert
people had reached this level of sophistication in creating meanings in words!
Then the Quran says: Who could uphold these birds in the sky like that?!
Think also for a moment that We created laws that sustenance for birds is not
just at one place but spread around. Mammals can move around a short
distance to acquire their sustenance. But migratory birds travel more than
three or even four thousand miles at the change of seasons in search of
sustenance. When sustenance of birds is distributed over such long
distances then the birds have also the ability to fly at high speeds to travel
these long distances. Their physical design has been made ideally suited for
such long journeys. Do you see how Allah not only created all the things but
also He is not oblivious or unmindful of His creation? In fact, He is watching
over everything all the time. He knows everything about His creation and their
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requirements.

Which other powers besides Allah stand against the power of His laws ?
Allah has created all that is necessary for nourishment and development for
everything. He created laws for them. If Allah has done this then, leave aside
individuals, is there any army that could help anyone in opposition to Him? Or,
can anyone bring such an army that could help you against Him? There is no
question about it. If this Earth stops producing sustenance then not even the
most powerful army in the world will be able to survive. The Quran says that
what to say of individuals you can bring all the powerful armies against Allah
and then this will become evident that those who deny the power Allah's laws
are actually involved in self-deception. They have great misunderstanding
about themselves. They think they have all the power and control. They think
they can do anything they want and there will be no consequences for their
wrong behavior; that they will not be held accountable for their destructive
policies. They do not accept that some higher authority will hold them
accountable. What a self-deception they are engaged in?! What a height of
vanity they are displaying?! Vanity, in reality, is self-deception. In it, the
human becomes engaged in misunderstandings about himself.

Everything happens through the laws of Allah and though He has the power
to change these laws He does not change them (10:64). He is all-knowing
and all-wise. He has created the Universe and everything in it. He knows
which of his creations needs what type of sustenance, and has provided laws
for it accordingly. It will never happen that the law (pertaining to flight)
changes in the middle of the flight and a bird suddenly drops from the sky. No
one can overpower the law or change it. That is the reason the Quran says:
“Is there anyone who could provide you with sustenance if He were to
withhold His provision from you (67:21)?” Here, again, the same issue of
sustenance is mentioned. And again, it is the wonder of the Arabic language
to covey precise meaning for precise situation. Take this word “Rizq” which is
translated as sustenance; but it has this added condition in the original Arabic
that this sustenance must be available when it is needed! If one dies of
hunger then what is the use of any sustenance after that. So, this verse says
that if Allah were to withhold His sustenance from you then what would you
do? He says: Look at this? We are explaining this to humans through reason
and knowledge; we are providing argument based on evidence and proof
evidence from Nature is in front of their eyes but, in spite of all this, they are
under the grips of emotional hatred and arrogance. The Quran says: One
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who is using his sight and there is light; and has determined the way leading
to the destinationall these are there for him. On the contrary, there is the other
one who has determined neither his goal nor his way; there is no light and he
does not want to open his eyesand he is moving along blinded. In that case
then, could these two travelers ever be equal? Now, it is not just that one
should open one's eyes but, also, one should use reason, knowledge, and
intellect to reach one's goal. That is, use of knowledge and intellect, and use
of all the senses to decide matters all these are prerequisites for achieving
one's goal. Thus from all of the above the final conclusion based on logical
reasoning and knowledge, then, is that sources of sustenance have been
created by Allah, the Almighty, for equal access by allhuman beings.

Whether they are human abilities or Earth's sustenance, all are gifts
from Allah

Dear friends! The Quran says that all human abilities including thinking and
knowledge are given by Allah to humans: “[God is] He who has brought you
[all] into being, and has endowed you with hearing, and sight, and hearts:
[yet] how seldom are you grateful!" (67:23). Do you see how the Quran brings
our attention to this? From talking about sources of sustenance it brought our
attention to the world of human beings and says that those who use their
God-given senses to move forward with reason and understanding cannot be
equated to those who do not.

Humans use their five senses to acquire information from outside and decide
what to do in a particular situation. But what is it inside a human that makes
the decision. Let us say someone heard the sound of a gunshot and then he
heard the sound of a human cry. He realizes that the sound of cry seems
familiar. What is it in him that decides whether or not to go out and look for
himself? In earlier days people used to say that my heart decided this or that.
People now say that my mind decided this or that. Now, after extensive
research, scientists have come to the conclusion that it is not the mind which
decides things in fact, its adjective “mental” is being used now for mental
sickness and mental hospital. The Quran uses the word “Qalb” in some
places and “Fuad’ at other places for the human faculty that makes decision.
This is an inside faculty that acts on outside information to reach a decision.
Allah says that when He created humans he also created sources of
sustenance and gave humans all these abilities. The question then is: After
acquiring the sustenance from all these sources how it is being used; and
how should it be used?
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The real question is proper use of God-given abilities

The question is fundamental, i.e., the abilities which humans have to acquire
knowledge, how do they use it; in what context they use it; and for what
purpose do they use it? The Quran says: “There are very few who use it
properly and are thankful” (67:23). We find that there is no proper distribution
of Allah-given resources anywhere in the world. We find that there is no
proper use of Allah-given ability to acquire knowledge anywhere. This is a
greattragedy for the entire humanity!

The only common link on this Earth is our shared humanity

The Quran says: O Prophet (PBUH)! Tell them Allah created you on this
Earth; you ended up spreading all over the Earth; your population multiplied
across many continents. Itis okay that you have spread out. Apparently, there
seems to be no connection between a person in Asia and one in Africa. In
spite of this, there is one common value that links all human beings on this
planet Earth. It does not matter if humans are spread out in distant places and
multiple continents. By being humans they are all linked with one common
value. Laws of Nature apply equally to all. Air and water are equally
necessary for survival for every human being no matter where they live. What
is the thing that binds all humans together? Just as there are physical laws for
regulating the animal part of human beings, there are also laws for regulating
the human part of human beings. For example, “oppressors cannot be
successful” is a law just as “life cannot exist without water” is a law. And this
higher law (pertaining to the human part of human beings) applies equally to
allhumans who are involved in oppression: it is not that an oppressor from the
East is subject to this law and an oppressor from the West is not; or the
Pharaohs of the past were punished but the Pharaohs of the future will go
scot-free. Oppression won't succeed: This is a law that is equally applicable
to all humans for all times. Now consider this: the word “Hashr’ has been
used in verse (67:24) and the word “Nashr’ in verse (67:23). Our traditional
translations say that both words refer to things that will happen in the
Hereafter, after death. But these verses are not related to things that will
happen only after death. The next verse will make it clear to us that all the
things mentioned above are, in fact, related to this life here, in this world.

One humanity, therefore one law
Dear friends! The Quran says that Allah spread human beings everywhere:
Wa llaihi Tuhsharoon (67:24)". Instead of translating that you will gather
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together it is better to translate this way: There is one law that is applicable to
all humans; all are equal in front of that law; everyone is advancing his step
towards thatlaw; no one can be beyond the grip of that law; all are proceeding
towards that law; that is, 'tuhsharoon’'is happening to all humans. Just as no
one can escape the grip of the physical law for example, when thirsty,
everyone tends to proceed towards water exactly in a similar way everyone
is moving towards this law of 'tuhsharoon’. No one feels this movement
(since this is not something physical), but, nevertheless, the movement is
taking place. Also, itis not that this will happen sometime in future but that this
is happening right now in present. There is evidence to support this law.

Dear friends! This is not my personal opinion. To have personal opinion in the
Qur'anis shirk; itis as if one tries to be God. The Qur'an itself speaks through
its own mouth. One should not put one's own personal words in Qur'an's
mouth. Now, how to know that the movement is happening right now and not
that it will happen after death? The next verse says: “They ask: When will this
promise be (fulfilled)? - If you are telling the truth (67:25)”. You say that
oppressors will be destroyed but we see that they are highly successful. Why
don't you bring the destruction if you are truthful? We also face similar
questions now-a-days as well. Allah says to the Prophet (PBUH): Tell them
that it will happen according to the law of requital! Allah is the one who knows
when. | cannot say when it will happen because my job is only to warn you
that if you continue to move in the wrong direction then you will self-destruct
yourself. My responsibility is only to warn you that you are treading on a
destructive path. Say: "As to the knowledge of the time, it is with Allah alone:
I am (sent) only to warn plainly in public" (67:26).

Only Allah knows the time “when” the result of wrong action will appear
When does it happen? There are many nations whose time of destruction
due to their wrong actions took centuries to appear. There are many results
which appear quickly. Someone's heart may fail quickly but there are many
diseases that take many years to appear. Now, if someone asks when will
death come? No one can tell when. The Prophet (PBUH) is saying that | am
only warning you about this. “Yet in the end, when they shall see that
[fulfillment] close at hand, the faces of those who were bent on denying the
truth will be stricken with grief; and they will be told, "This itis that you were [so
derisively] calling for! (67:27)". Those who were telling the Prophet (PBUH)
that this is just talk; that where is the destruction you are warning us about?;
that oppressors are successful and who could get them? but when they are
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now facing destruction in its strong grip of the law of requital then they are
down and completely powerless. That time it will be told to them that this is the
destruction you were mockingly asking the Prophet (PBUH) to bring. You
people used to ask him: Tell me who can get us, and who can punish us? Now
you see what a severe grip it is that has engulfed you?! What a style the
Qur'an has! This is it that you used to sarcastically ask Us to bring. In other
places in the Qur'an it is said that they used to ask: Bring the destruction you
are warning us about quickly so that we can see it with our own eyes? This is it
then you were hurrying for the final destruction. Also, when they were told
about this destruction, the Qur'an says that they used to be very sarcastic and
say: Tell us that when that destruction comes which you are warning us about
again and again, then, where would you be? Where would yourfollowers be?
Can you tell us what would their condition be? What an amazing style the
Qur'an has for explaining these things?!

The talk of warning is not about us, but about you

The Qur'an says that leave aside what would happen to us whether we will
be in its grip or whether we will be under Allah's mercy and protection. The
same attitude prevails now-a-days as well. When someone warns others that
you people will face bad consequences of your wrong actions then they do
not analyze their wrong behavior and correct themselves but they
sarcastically say that you leave us alone and worry about yourself! This is the
normal reaction from most people. The Qur'an says: SAY [O Prophet]: "What
do you think? Whether God destroys me and those who follow me, or graces
us with His mercy - is there anyone that could protect you deniers of the truth
from grievous suffering?" (67:28).

So, do not worry about us as to what will happen to us, but worry about
yourselves as to what will happen to you? We are talking about you. We are
presenting the message to you to think about it and to find out for yourselves
whether or notitis true. Ponder on why you are denying the reality and truth of
this law. When the destruction befalls due to your wrong actions then who
would protect you?!

The Qur'an does not engage in debate

The Qur'an does not engage in what will happen to whom as in back-and-
forth type of debate. It says to the wrong doers that don't gloat by asking
others “what about you?” or “what will happen to you?” Others will find out for
themselves about what will happen to them. This is an amazing style of the
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Qur'an! It does not indulge in endless arguments. It just says: leave aside
what will happen to us. Just pay attention to what is being presented to you
and reflect on whetheritis true or not. Ifitis true which is the case then think
what will be yourfate? Justthink about yourselves, and don't worry about us!

Believing in Allah means believing in His laws

As far as, our fate is concerned: Say O Prophet (PBUH): “He is (Allah) Most
Gracious: We have believed in Him, and on Him have we put our trust: So,
soon will ye know which (of us) it is that is in manifest error (67:29).” The
meaning of this belief is that we have accepted that His laws, that His
guidance, that His commandments all of them are real and just, and are
based on the Truth. What He says is bound to happen. We believe in this fact.
We have 100% conviction about it. This is the meaning of Iman. Otherwise,
what difference does it make if | say | believe in God and the other person
says | don't? But it does make a difference if we say with100% conviction that
whatever Allah has told in the Qur'an is bound to happen with 100% certainty
(67:29); that we have full faith and trust in His laws. And that treading the
wrong path brings destruction; that whatever remedial measures He has
prescribed will save us if we follow them. Our full conviction in His laws is itself
His help: This is how we will remain in peace and security. How could there be
any fear of any kind in people with this level of conviction and commitment in
Allah's law?

Who is in what state, will be known very soon?

Dear friends! As for the question of whether or not the results will appear in
this world the Qur'an talks about this very clearly. It says: You will soon know
about it (67:29). If you start pondering you will understand that your wrong
steps are producing wrong results. Here, in this world, you will know who was
right and who was wrong. If the bad results come here then only it is possible
for humans to act on corrective measures and save themselves. If not, then
what is the point of knowing the bad results if there is no chance of
redemption, no chance of atonement? This is “fa-sa-ta'alamoon”; you will
know soon here in this world.

Dear friends! We originally started our discussion that the sources of
sustenance are for the benefit of all human beings and not for any control or
personal possession. It was said that O Prophet (PBUH) make them
understand this! Now it is said: O Prophet Say [unto those who deny the
truth]: "What do you think? If of a sudden all your water were to vanish
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underground, who [but God] could provide you with water from [new]
unsullied springs?" (67:30). First, the talk was about sustenance. Now it is
about water. Allah says that do you see the water coming from down below?
When scientists want to find out if there is life on any planet they first try to find
if there is any trace of water there or not. The Qur'an said 1400 years ago:
‘ARE, THEN, they who are bent on denying the truth not aware that the
heavens and the earth were [once] one single entity, which We then parted
asunder? and [that] We made out of water every living thing? Will they not,
then, [begin to] believe?” (21:30). Also, in barren deserts, where there is no
sign of water over long distances, if one sees some bird flying then one can
conclude that there must be water nearby as water is necessary for life.

Life depends on water

The Qur'an told 1400 years ago that life depends on water. The Arabs, its first
audience, living in deserts knew how impossible it was to find wells in those
deserts. The Qur'an says you do not know how deep the water is, but, since
your life depends on water, We have created water fountains buried deep
underground with the ability that the water gushes out of them to the surface.
Suppose Our law was that the water went down instead of coming up, then,
although there will be water, but what can you do? Even in our areas where
wells are common, the water level goes so deep in summer time that it
becomes out of our reach. And many fountains become dry as well in summer
time. If fountains become dry there is no authority that can create water in
them. In the deserts of Arabia, life revolved around wherever there was any
water. Arabs used to call this Jannah. This is the reason whenever the Qur'an
talks about Jannah it mentions running water. We cannot appreciate how
important water was to Arabs (unlike us when we open the tap and there is
water). So, the Qur'an is asking: Do you appreciate how dependent are you
on the sources of sustenance provided by Allah, and how they play a
fundamental role in your life? Do you realize what Allah provides and what
part humans play in all of this?

Ideal society, Allah’'s created resources, human effort, and Qur'anic
way of life

Certain verses of Surah Al-Waagi'ah present contrast between human effort
and Allah-provided resources in a clear, direct, succinct, and interesting way.
Sustenance is the product of Allah-created sources and human effort. When
these two combine then we have output that sustains human life: Natural
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resources are given by Allah and the effort is provided by humans. Qur'an
says: Have you pondered what happens when you sow your seed (56:63)7?
You throw the seed in the ground. But after that, do you grow the seed or We
do (56:64)?

Dear friends! This is Arabic language. In the verse (56:63) the word used is
“Tuhrathoon” and in verse (56:64) the word used is “Zaar-i-'oon”. This is the
same as we use “Zaraa-'et” for farming. Allah is saying here that from that
seed do you produce the shoot or We do (i.e., Our law does)? What an
example Allah gives! Simple and clear! No one can deny it. Tell what part of
the contribution is yours? You tilled the ground; prepared the soil; put
fertilizer; and sowed the seed. Until this point this is your effort. Now tell, after
this who produces the shoot from the seed? Who turns it into a plant? Do you
do it or We do? Remember! This happens according to Our law. Also,
remember that if it were not for Our law then it is possible that nothing grows
from the seed, oritis also possible that it grows into a plant and then it burns
and gets destroyed (56:65-66). In this case instead of you getting 700 grains
from every seed even your seeds will be wasted. Tell if Ourlaw does not help
your efforts then what can you do based on your effort alone (56:68)? Then,
the Qur'an goes further: The water you drink on which your life depends, do
you produce it from the rain or Ourlaw does it (56:69)? Think about it! How the
water basically depends on rain drinking water fit for human consumption
brewed fresh from oceans' waters. All this system of waterworks Allah has
created for you: from fountains; from wells that you dig in the ground; canals
that you also dig; these are all fine. But the water itself, who created it?! You
put effort in creating different water systems but you did not produce the
water itself, We produced it. Your farming depends on water. There will be no
farming if there is no water. But if it is like the Oceans' water then you cannot
drinkitor even use it for farming.

Allah says that have you pondered on Our comprehensive system of
waterworks? From the oceans' water which you cannot drink even one sip
how Sun's rays lift pure brewed water leaving behind all the chemicals and
salts in the oceans. Then this water is carried in the form of clouds and how it
travels large distances? If all that water in clouds again goes into oceans in
the form rain and does not reach where it is needed, then what will happen?
Have you pondered on all these things? Our winds yes! You did not produce
these winds! come and take these clouds from here and there where pure
and fresh water is needed. And We store the extra water in them in the form of
snow on the top of mountains for your use in summer. When the snow melts
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then all that water travels in the form of rivers. Now, be honest and tell: Who
do all these systems of waterworks with perfect delivery mechanisms
belong?

Now ponder on firewood which you burn and from which you derive so many
benefits (66:71). Is the wood created by you? Yes! You take advantage of this
fire in different ways but who put the ability of fire inside the wood? Have you
pondered on the fact that wherefrom the secret flames came inside the green
branches of trees (56:72)? Putting this fire deep inside the veins of dry
branchesis it of your creation or of Our law's? This, you must not forget and
always keep in front of you (56: 73). This was a joint enterprise between you
and Allah. You provided the effort and We provided the resources. Only then
the output was produced. Therefore, according to honest and ethical
business practice we must divide the result of this common business. You
take your share and give Us Our share.

Life's bestbusiness

You take your share according to your effort expended but all the basic
investment was Ours. All this We have described to explain to you what is at
stake here. Give Us Our due share. Then only you will be considered an
honest and fair businessman. If you fail to do that, and if We withhold Our
investment then try to produce output on your own? But listen! How are you
going to do that? You can never succeed in doing that, no matter what. So, in
one word, give Us Our share. You ask Me: Sir! Thou are not in front of us; nor
Thou eat or drink; so whom to give Thou share? Give to the needy (Mataa-'al-
liimugween) (56:74). Give it to the hungry. It will reach Us. Mataa'a are the
things that a traveler takes with him on a trip, but only as much as it is
necessary for survival no more than that; and never for hoarding. So, give
Our share to the needy. This is a joint business and this must be based on
honesty and trust. If you will not do that then remember! We will pull Our
hands from this business! And when We do thatthen according to the shining
hadith of the Prophet (PBUH) “In any town if a single person sleeps hungry
then Allah pulls it hands of protection from that town.”

Dear friends! Surah Al-Mulk is finished today. We will take up Surah Al-Qalam
in the nextdars.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of
what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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