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DRESSES FOR DIFFERENT EVENTS

Engagement is one of the most memorable occasions of
one’s life. It bonds two people together for the life time. Due
to this reason this event is celebrated by family of groom and
bride with proper preparations. Bridal engagement dresses
are also very important part of preparations of engagement.

We at VARTATIONS understand the importance
of these occasions and have expertise and
experience in preparing dresses of
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Surah A/-Naba ($3)) — Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 30: Chapter 1

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends! Today is May 18, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with the beginning
of Surah Al-Naba (sLill) (78:1).

Allah's revelation and human mind

If youremember I have kept on reminding you right from the beginning of Parah ( )»)
29 that the confrontation between Truth (Hag 3~) and Falsehood (Baatil J-b) has
been going on ever since the human mind opened its eye to the light of Allah's
revelation. The stories of the chain of prophets that the Quran has narrated started
with Prophet Noah (PBUH). And you will observe that in the entire Quran it is these
stories of confrontation of past nations with their Prophets that play a central role in
their Prophetic mission. In the beginning, the sphere of their influence and the scope
of their message were limited and localized since towns and communities were very
small in those ancient days. The Quran says that Allah sent His messengers in every
village, in every town, in every community. Thus the confrontation between
prophets and the proponents of status quo were similarly limited in scope and size.
Subsequently, as the population and size of towns kept increasing, the messengers'
sphere of influence also kept on expanding until finally the last Prophet (PBUH)
came with a global reach and influence since he was sent to humankind at large: 43\S
<11 (34:28). The sphere of confrontation between Truth (3=) and Falsehood (JkL)
likewise became also global in scope with the advent of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). His 23 years of life as a Prophet is nothing but the story of this confrontation
that kept on gathering pace as his Quranic mission slowly advanced. The Quran

therefore presents this confrontation also in a step-by-step evolutionally manner.

My dear friends! It seems that in the last parts of the Quran the story of this
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confrontation and the subsequent revolution entered its last throes because the Quran

has attributed this as a decisive moment; as a period of separating truth from
falsehood. In part 30 of the Quran this last phase of the confrontation has been
described in a highly focused form — with shorter chapters having short verses. Don't
ask about some verses consisting of just two words as to how rapturous they are
containing extraordinary depth of meaning that human mind is left in awe! We are
opening the background of this lecture from the moment — when the confrontation
between Truth (3») and Falsehood (JbY) that started from the day when humans took
their initial guiding steps in the light of Allah's revelation, and the forces of falsehood
and injustice stood up against this guiding light of revelation.

The story of Adam and the story of Satan

You have seen the story of Adam in the Quran. After so many years of these Quranic
lectures you know that this is not the story ofa single man, or that of any husband and
wife. But this is story of man himself; it is the story of humankind,; it is your and my
story. The Quran has described this story in metaphorical form and its highlight is
that both Adam and Satan (or Iblis) appear on the stage at the same time. When
human appears on the scene and when he becomes aware of his consciousness then it
is said to him: u&;@éﬁtﬁ; (2:38)— there shall, none the less, most certainly come
unto you guidance from Me [Asad]. And if you tread under its light then you will
have no fear or grief: §35% 24952 ”éﬁﬁélﬁgéﬁ&ﬁ 8)—and those who follow
My guidance need have no fear, and neither shall they grieve [Asad]. But the Satan is
right there standing in front of Adam. What we call fall of Adam is really the start of
man's life on Earth with concurrent start of the life of Satan because Satan asked
God's permission to be with man as along he exists on earth. So, there you have it: the
confrontation between human and Satan started right from the beginning of human

life on Earth and it will continue until the last breath of the last human.

I will tell you shortly what really the confrontation between Truth (3~) and

Falsehood (J-Lb) is. We keep on hearing and repeating these words — confrontation
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between Truth (3~) and Falsehood (J&b). But we never stop and think and focus our

attention to find out what it really is. Let us try to do that. At the outset let us make one
thing absolutely clear. Whatever the details of the confrontation may be, at its very
core, it must be tangible, practical, and perceptible; not abstract, academic, or
conceptual — so that one can clearly sece what truth is and what falsehood is; what the
struggle is all about, what the reality of the confrontation is and why? Why was it that
the moment Adam appears on the scene Satan also appears right away on the stage?
To handle this question Zoroastrian and Christian concepts said that God created evil
along with good and consequently debates started in religious circles about its pros
and cons. But one needs to clarify this issue: Why did Adam and Satan appear on the
stage exactly at the same time? And why was Satan given leave until the last Day,
metaphorically speaking? This is worth pondering. Then only the message of the
Quran, the essence of Deen could be understood. Arabs adopted this word Satan with
its root & - & - U5 which means one who inflames, one who enrages. But the word

“Satan” is originally derived from Hebrew which means “the hinderer”.
Religious priesthood — the biggest hinderer in humanity's path

The Quran says again and again that religious and spiritual leaders and scholars are
the biggest hindrance in the path of Allah: giﬁd;;- &E m (7:45)—Those who would
hinder (people) from the path of Allah [ YusufAli]. In chapter 9 (Surah Al-Tauba) and
in many other places in the Quran it is mentioned that capitalists as well as those who
acquire power by force, by unjust and corrupt means, are also hinderers in the path of
Allah along with the religious priesthood: (a3 J;’.ﬁl ot \;551 i3l C,égj] [’éﬁ
' o 3 G G 0, B0 G Gyl b it ¢ st JCh, o Ot
Qfﬁ]ﬁ%jﬁﬁ(ﬁ’ﬂ@ — O ye who believe! There are indeed many among the priests
and anchorites, who in Falsehood devour the substance of men and hinder (them)
from the way of Allah. And there are those who bury gold and silver and spend it not
in the way of Allah announce unto them a most grievous penalty [ Yusuf Ali]. But the
religious priesthood is the biggest roadblock in the path of Allah because capitalists

and rulers owe their existence on the support and help offered by religious
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priesthood. All these three evil forces create chains of subservience and dependence

for the rest of humanity. They are hinderers in the path of Allah as no human wants to
live under subservience and dependence of other human beings. There is a deep
voice inside humans which incites them to rebel against such dependencies. But
religious priesthood pacifies them against such rebellion by instilling in their hearts
the false notion that their state of such dependence and subservience is from Allah.
They tell people: Don't feel bad about it even in your heart because this will be
considered a transgression against Allah while all the while these priests themselves
are the real transgressors of Allah. The Quran says: ﬁiéwﬁlém (7:146)—all
those who, without any right, behave haughtily on earth [Asad]; and are roadblocks
and hinderers in the path of Allah: 5&.\‘4;;-‘:; &;&u{: (7:45). Thus capitalists as well as
kings — or any form of human rule over humans — are also hinderers in the path of
Allah. But fundamentally it is the religious/spiritual priesthood that is the biggest
roadblock in His path. And the entire history of the confrontation between Truth (&=)
and Falsehood (Jbl) is nothing but this history of struggle between Allah's Deen and

religion manufactured by priests and anchorites.

Allah sent His Deen to guide the human caravan on the road that leads towards Him.
But the proponents of religion stood in its way and proclaimed, rather boldly and
hypocritically, that we will take you there. The Quran says, however, that they are, in
fact, the biggest roadblock in His way. And, hinderer — the Hebrew word for Satan —
clarifies this whole scenario beautifully. Since we are talking about Satan, let us dig

this a little deeper.
Our current concept of Satan

My dear friends! Please understand that our current Islam is “Ajami or lranianized
Islam”. In this version of Islam there are two equal powers —one of good (Yazdan or
God) and the other of evil (4hrman or Satan). Our concept of Satan is also similar.
But we don't ever think about it that in this Satan we have assigned attributes that —

God forbid —have turned him into God. Our concept is that the Satan is everywhere
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with everyone wherever one is. But the Quran associates this attribute to Allah:
j"ff[f.&T . ’;‘; (57:4) — And He is with you wherever you may be [Asad]. Thus
what was Allah's attribute we made it Satan's attribute and never thought that the
Quran does not talk about one Satan but many Satans: E}ét; u;ﬂ Cﬁb\'}- (6:112) -

Shayatin (devils) among mankind and djinns [Al-Hilai & Khan] —i.e., those that are

visible to the eyes (humans) and those that are hidden from eyes (djinns). And the
biggest Satan that is hidden from the eyes resides inside humans themselves. And itis
this Satan that stands as a roadblock in the straight path of Allah but our mind's eye is
searching for him elsewhere. It is so sad that our religious scholars do not see the
white elephant of hell staring at us here while they keep talking about the heaven of

the hereafter.
Emotionalroadblocks at every step

My dear friends! After a while you will soon realize that our entire society has
become satanic. There are troops of Satan everywhere. Leave aside Truth (&»). This
is a big thing. Does anything today get done according to appropriate rules and
regulations in our so-called Muslim countries today? Hindrances abound at every
step. Did you see this meaning of Satan as a hinderer how it clarifies the meaning:
";.315 w&j‘ Onlaid (6:112) — Shayatin (devils) among mankind and djinns — hinderers
in the way? The confrontation between Deen and religion is in fact confrontation
between the Messengers of Allah and theseosslid — Hinderers (devils) in their path.
My dear friends! This is the last part (J» 30) of the Quran. As it is I am reaching the
end of my life. I therefore think that it is necessary to explain things in the light of the
Quran boldly and clearly.

Itis wrong to believe in any power opposed to Allah

My dear friends! Why did the Satan appear on the same stage as Adam?
Zoroastrianism (Old Iranian) belief is that there are two permanent powers in the
world always at war with each other: one of light and the other of darkness; one called
Yazdan (God) and the other Ahrman (Devil). It says that besides the Devil there is no
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other power in opposition to God engaged in war with Him. The Quran contradicts

this view and says that this Dualism is Shirk (<S_-). Therefore it is necessary to refute

this concept. Let us see why?
Confrontation is necessary to realize latent potential

My dear friends! There are so many hidden powers, qualities, and faculties in every
human in potential form that most are not even aware of. These can only be realized
by struggle, confrontation and friction. Whether it is the fire hidden in a flint or the
music concealed in a string — it requires friction or strike to realize these hidden
qualities. The purpose of human life is to practically actualize these hidden qualities.
For this the word is “self-actualization” or “self-realization”. You can also call it
realization of humanity. It is only through the realization of these hidden human
qualities that humanity gradually advances forward. These powers do not come from
outside but reside inside humans, as if they were hidden in their DNAs — and they
require some jolt and exertion to be realized. We normally hear that Allah tests His
pious servants. The question begs as to what it means by “testing his pious servants?”
You only test someone who claims to be your friend because you are not sure about
his sincerity. If you are confident and know that he is sincere then you trust and rely
on him for his support whenever the need arises. But that cannot be said about Allah.
He has knowledge of everything hidden in the Earth and the heavens. Allah does not
test humans but provides opportunities so that they can test themselves; so that they
can find out for themselves how much power they have to overcome challenges of
life; so that they do not remain under the illusion of having those qualities that when
are confronted with challenge they buckle under pressure. Likewise, those who have
the abilities but are suffering from inferiority complex these opportunities provide
them to become confident about their abilities. That is why confrontation is so
critical in bringing out the truth of those qualities; that is why it is so important to test

the waters to expose self-delusion or to confirm self-affirmation.

Now since we have come so far let me repeat a joke that I have often mentioned
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before. Someone said that this elderly person used to be wrestler. A young person

asked him: Mr.! That was a different time. You had great strength back then but today
you are taken over by old age. So, it is not the same thing. That you have changed.
The person replied: No, it is the same thing; that no change has occurred in me. The
young man did not believe him and asked him to prove it. The person said that let us
go to the rink where a boulder was lying in the corner. He started to push the boulder
but it wouldn't budge. On this, the young man remarked: Didn't I tell you that you
have changed? The person replied: No, I haven't changed. The boulder didn't move

then and it doesn't move now!
Human self-delusion has made God an idol

My dear friends! Humans remain in a mode of self-delusion because idols don't talk
back. And that is the reason idol-worship is such a flourishing business. We,
Muslims, have also made Allah an idol because “our God” does not talk back as well!
We also console ourselves that we have the same strength. But it is important that we
test our strength and not remain under self-delusion. Self-examination is a great
thing. That is why we need confrontation; we need to be jolted; we need to be pushed
and pressed, and passed through friction. Then only will we know what our real
strength is. This is the secret of success and the essence of dignified life. If there are
no opposing confrontational forces requiring human struggle and challenge, the
latent human potentials will never be realized. Igbal has put it beautifully through a

dialogue between Gabriel and the devil Iblis. Iblis asks Gabriel:
If you get a private courtship with Him, then ask the Almighty Allah;
Whose blood it was that made colorful the story of Adam, O Allah?
Or,
Having a tasteless world, fun is not;
That God is present but Satan is not!

Where there is no confrontation, where there is no challenge; where is no struggle —
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that world is tasteless and colorless. Please think about it! Igbal presented the

confrontation between religion and Deen in a very colorful way. Satan is taunting
Gabriel:

I keep on pinching in the heart of God like prickly thorny bristles;
But you do nothing but recite: God exists, God exists, God exists!

Let the Satan reign supreme. Nothing to worry! But you keep on reciting God is
great! God is great! Use your tongue while the Satan uses his big stick! You keep
sinking in the ground while the devil keeps rising into the sky with evermore force!
While the devil is raining bombs and missiles you, the pious ones, get your rosaries
(Tasbeeh) and get busy reciting “God is great” on its beads! This is religion my
friends! Deen, on the other hand, dares its opponents to come out; and confronts them
boldly and courageously. Did you notice why the Satan came at the stage right when
Adam came; and why the Satan has been given leave to be with Adam until the very
last Day? However, there are times when the Satan had been subdued. It is a different
matter though that the Satan is dominating humans nowadays. But he was not created
to dominate humans. There are enough powers inside humans that, what to say of one
Satan dominating humans, a troop of them can never dominate humans, if humans
are able to realize those latent powers in light of the revelation of Allah. Humans, in
fact, are dominated by their own internal devils. External devils come later. And then
the entire society is taken over by their troops. What do they do? They become
roadblocks and hinderers in the path of Allah; become hinderers in the path of
humanity. They do not let anything move properly and regularly according to rules

and regulations.
Selfish-intellect vs. Cosmic-intellect

My dear friends! A fter this rather long introduction let us move forward. What is this
confrontation? I have described it as confrontation between Hag (3>) and Baaatil
(JbW). This is a comprehensive term of the Quran. Within Hag (3>) is contained the

entire Islam, the entire Deen. Opposed to this is Baaatil (3bL) consisting of all other
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powers of the world, consisting of man-made systems of life. These are only two

words — Hag (3>) and Baaatil (J=\1) —but theiraccount is the entire Quran. [t sums up
the entire edifice of Hag (3>) and Baaatil (J2\4) and delineates the crux of this matter
by its opening and closing statements concerning nourishment and sustenance of all
humankind: CE,Imgjgh&’.jT (1:1) and wm‘-.‘g:g;;ﬂ:ﬁ (114:1). Nourishment and
development all humankind — the Quran starts and ends with this universal goal. This
is the heart of the Quran's message. Nowadays, everyone is worried about one's own
benefit. And, if someone is worried about the humankind — he is labeled as insane.
But this mad one is the clever one indeed, in the words of Saadi Shirazi (1184-1291).
But the society thinks one is clever who always thinks of his own benefit, not of
others. And the circle of benefits from the individual keeps on expanding to one's
family, to one's tribe, to one's nation. That is where humanity stands today — focused
on the concept of one's own circle of benefits not on others’, resulting in collective
hell.

This internecine hell is the creation of the concept “I and You™

My dear friends! The present situation in the world is the creation of the mindset of—
me, my family, my tribe, my nation, This is Baaatil (Jkl). What is Hag (3~) then? Itis
universal benefit, a policy of welfare for all humankind. The starting point for this?
Think of benefiting the person standing next to you when you think of your own
benefit; think of other family's or other tribe's or other nation's benefits when you
think of your own family's benefit, your own tribe's benefit, or your own nation's
benefit. This way by enlarging the circle further and further the circle of benefit
encompasses the entire humankind. Thus the benefit becomes universal in character
and scope by breaking all local, regional, and national boundaries. These boundaries
only exist as along as the distinction of “I and You” is there. When this distinction
disappears then the question of ““us vs. them™ disappears as well. The Quran simply
wants to enlarge the concept of family to a universal family because Quran's Allah is
sustainer all the worlds and He is the provider and the nurturer of all humankind—

(Rabbil Aalameen) (200 & y; and (Rabbil Naas) oS3 &, The Quran advocates
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universal sustenance for all humans without any distinction of any kind. This is the

only way the benefits will remain forever for all humankind everywhere on earth.
This is the only way to avoid human hell on earth. The Quran says: &Eﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ
wﬂﬁéﬁ (13:17) — that which is of benefit to humankind abides on earth [ Asad].
Go over the entire Quran from this point of view and you will find in it that one's
benefit, in fact, is in the benefit of the entire humanity and vice versa. The root of
confrontation of all human problems on earth is: selfish intellect vs. the cosmic
intellect. Igbal has put this beautifully: the intellect that looks for only its own
benefits is unaware of the benefit of others. The reason Igbal gives for this is that:
selfish-intellect and cosmic-intellect are two different things. Igbal does not go after
intellect as religious scholars do to denigrate and condemn it. He accepts intellect as a
great power; but says that intellect is of two types: 1) selfish intellect and 2) cosmic
intellect. The universal sustenance does not happen by extinguishing the light of
intellect but by using it at the cosmic level — the intellect that works under the guiding
light of Allah's revelation. Then it becomes cosmic-intellect, holistic-intellect, or
higher-intellect. When this happens the selfish-intellect submerges into cosmic-
intellect as their benefits then get synchronized with each other. This is the essence of
the Quranic message — human intellect is essential but it must work under guiding

light of the revelation. Again Igbal illustrates this in his own God-given style:
Selfish-intellect is not aware of anyone else’s benefit;
It sees only its own, doesn t care about others benefit.
But Allah's revelation realizes all of humankind s benefit;
Its eye perceives the welfare of all humankind and benefit.

This is Deen. This is Islam. This is Truth (3~). End of the matter. Confrontations that
happened with all the Prophets (PBUT) were essentially about this: humankind
benefit (&>) vs. individual benefit (JbL). This is really the bottom line. When the
curtain lifts in the very first scene of this confrontation, what do we see? We see the

confrontation between Truth (3>) and Falsehood (Jsb).
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David vs Goliath

My dear friends! Look at the very first recorded period of human history, that of
Prophet Noah (PBUH). What do you see? You see a society where the rich and
powerful class rules and controls the rest of the people; where upper class elites do
not even want to sit with those whom we now call the working class people. The elite
class complained to Noah (PBUH) that you are giving importance to workers and
treating them with dignity. This cannot happen. First, you have to get rid of these
people before we would listen to you. This was the confrontation that Noah (PBUH)
faced. And this was the case with every prophet in every period. This confrontation
had reached its apex during out Prophet's time. Tribe, race, predatory capitalism,
priesthood — all these evils based on extreme selfishness were simultaneously
present in the society. And the confrontation with the Prophet (PBUH) kept on
steadily increasing in intensity during his 23 years of life as Prophet. Prophet
Muhammad's life story is the story of this confrontation. So is the story of all the
previous Prophets (PBUT). This is the history of humankind. Leave aside that
period. Today, it is the same old confrontation going on in every department of life.
Everyone tries to trample on others for the sake of his own benefit. People trample
each other not just in bazars but also in mosques — even in the most sacred of places
Ka'aba — because everyone cares for one's own welfare and benefit, not of others'.
Everyone thinks of how to advance oneself by putting roadblocks in the path of
others. This has become a systemic problem. As a result, nothing works according to
rules and regulations. Corruption has taken over the society like a cancer. If things
worked smoothly without any hindrance then people wouldn't behave so
desperately. This is what happens when roadblocks and hindrances are erected in in
the path of everyday life. My dear friends! This is sp>> (Jaheem) according to the
Quran. The theory of evolution has now reached the level of science. According to
this theory every species struggles with other species resulting in a confrontation. Ifa
species has developed enough power of defense to stand up to the other species then

it survives. If it stops at a place and is not able to overcome the obstructions then it is
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finished forever. But if it overpowers the other species then it moves forward in its

path of evolution. This pattern of moving forward is the Deen. It is Islam. To move
forward in the path of Truth (&=) by overcoming all the barriers and hindrances is the

Deen:
Shying away from the tang of action leads to captor's way;
Once one folds one's hands, he becomes the hunter's prey.
And that is the reason the Quran has used the word s== (Jaheem) for hell.
Another name of universal sustenance is Deen

My dear friends! As we mentioned before s> (Jaheem) means getting stuck at one
place and not being able to move forward. The Quran says about the people of
heaven:é}ﬂlé@ﬂ(%: 10) — But the foremost shall be (they who in life were) the
foremost (in faith and good works) [Asad]. They have also been referred to as
&) E38,2)5 (9:100) — And the first to lead the way [Pickthall]; and Gi”ﬁjléllf
(56:11)—they who were (always) drawn close unto God! [Asad]. To move forward in
the path of Hag (&~) to improve the human condition, to advance humanity to higher
and higher levels, to make universal sustenance available to all: —this is Islam: this is
Deen; where the mission is always to move forward, always to move ahead. This is
the law of evolution; this is the law of requital; this is the law of nature; this is the law
ofthe Universe. To put barriers and hindrances in this path —this is falsehood; this is
Jbb: (Baatil). And when these barriers and hindrances become part of a society then

that society becomes hell.

My dear friends! This is a>a (Jaheem) where people are not able to move forward in
the path of humanity; where all programs for human improvement are blocked.
People cry in pain and suffering but no one listens to them. As a consequence
depression and hopelessness set in. You know that in the Quran the devil is called
Satan — the hinderer. But he is also called /blis — the purveyor of hopelessness and
depression and despondency. When so many roadblocks are put in our path and we

are not able to remove them; when we do not know what to do — then we become
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hopeless and depressed. Satan and Iblis are two sides of the same coin. So many

barriers; so many devils working hard for their own short term benefits unconcerned
with the rest of the suffering masses so much so that the entire society becomes
enflamed in lawlessness on one side and engulfed in gloom and doom on the other.

Internecine hell pervades the entire society.
Theinitial period of the Prophet’s life

My dear friends! Let us focus on the Prophet's early life. This was the life of Mecca
full of confrontation and struggle to the extent that the Prophet (PBUH) was forced to
migrate to Medina. Even then the Meccans did not leave him there in peace. They
waged full scale wars against him in Medina. For seven years until the end of
Prophet's life these wars and battles continued. The Prophet (PBUH) and his
companions confronted their enemies head-on and did not buckle under the enemy's
higher number and superior resources. These confrontations, one after the other,
were instrumental in bringing out the hidden potential and latent powers within the
companions with even higher intensity than before: 4@] JEETE\;T (48:29) — they are
firm and unyielding towards all deniers of the truth [Asad]. This means that at every
confrontation their latent and hidden strength increased with even more intensity

than before until the last stage was set in this confrontation.
The style of the Quran

My dear friends! | have mentioned this many times that the realities described by the
Quran are unique, and without parallel anywhere. There are no doubts at all in
Quran's descriptions. The Quran has thrown an open challenge to the world and says
that all humans working together cannot produce a document like this. Also, the style
of the Quran itself is unique and unparalleled; and this is also a challenge to the
world. No one has been able to produce a literary style that can match the style of the
Quran. Mu'arra, a famous Arabic poet, wrote a book called “Risalatul Buhran”
claiming a high literary style. But literary Arabic experts like Dr. Taha Hussein

rejected this claim. They said that style of the Quran is something altogether
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different. Therefore, even if the Quran is viewed from literary point of view then also

it is a miracle. The Quran is the easiest book in Arabic language. After learning some
rudimentary Arabic grammar, if I have to start teaching any Arabic book then it
would be the Quran. This is such an easy book and its style is so beautiful and

appealing that any great literary scholar will feel rapturous by its literacy style.
The first sign of defeat—feeling doubtful about a program

Dear friends! The Quresh were united in their opposition to the Prophet (PBUH) and
his companions. They had no doubt in their minds that they would crush his group of
people who were weak and small in number. But this confrontation kept moving
forward at a slow pace. Initially, the Quresh were so confident they will overpower
and destroy this small and weak group that they were all united like a solid rock in
their mission. There was not one opposing voice in the entire Quresh tribe regarding
the efficacy of their mission. But look at the style of the Quran. A stage has arrived in
this confrontation that listening to the words of the Quran one feels rapturous:
aﬂﬁmfs (78:1) — ABOUT WHAT do they [most often] ask one another? [Asad].
This indicates that the Quresh started doubting themselves about what is going to
happen; that whether or not they would prevail. But the way the Quran presents this
scenario is a mastery of literary excellence. My dear friends! Only a person who has
high literary taste would appreciate this style: the Quresh started asking each other
whether or not they are right? When an enemy reaches this stage, know that its defeat
is certain. Also, differences and arguments started among themselves: fﬁiﬁm
(78:3) — Concerning which they are in disagreement [Pickthall]. Do you notice what
the Quran has alluded to here? Whenever in the ranks of the enemy murmur starts
regarding the efficacy of their mission then know that doubts and disbelief have

taken over their hearts about the success of their mission.

My dear friends! Let us project this scenario to ourselves. People ask now why was
Pakistan demanded? But no one asked this question during the Pakistan movement;

. f.‘/ e .
and there was no such thing as Gﬁ;r.u;r- (78:1) then. Leave aside others. I was there
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atthe time. I also have a friend in this audience who was there. We never talked about

why we were doing this; that whether or not it is going to happen? There was no
question about it. We had rock-solid belief that Pakistan wil/ happen. We never

doubted our mission, letalone differing about it.
Sabotaging the Pakistan's high mission

My dear friends! After Pakistan came into existence, the very first question that was
raised was: &’:l; "’ﬁ's (78:1) — they ask why was Pakistan demanded? Different
reasons were given — one being that it was due to the narrow-mindedness of the
Hindus. That is, if they had extended the hand of friendship then we wouldn't have

demanded Pakistan:
Such a thing as our very heart was rebuffed by the parishioners
of race and hatred;
Only after being completely helpless did we change our loyalty
that we had trusted!

If the Hindu was generous then: Who cares about Pakistan or Islam? — We would
have made compromises with Hindus. Even now if he becomes a little magnanimous
then we will go back on Pakistan. Some say that it was an economic issue that forced
us to demand Pakistan because the opportunities for our landlords and capitalists
were limited there. Others say that it was a conspiracy of the British who wanted to
divide and leave. That is, first there was: &ﬂ; ",j’& (78:1). And then there was:
Cﬁﬁg;&;‘ (78:3). And then we see our continuous slide into the abyss of ignominy —

and we don't seem to care!

My dear friends! Our chain of slavery of the British and the Hindus that we were able
to cut open was due to our intense desire and unyielding faith in the idea of Pakistan.
Igbal says: Chains of subjugation are rendered open if you could develop a taste for
deep conviction in the efficacy of your mission. There was no such thing as >=

Oslelid let alone O sali3% when we were fighting for Pakistan. But we have both these
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things now: We are questioning its existence and we are sparring with each other. We

doubt our future and we are scared. How and why did we arrive at this hopeless
situation? There were no such questions even as late as June/July 1947. There were
no doubts about Pakistan. But after gaining such a large nation-state why is this
thought gaining ground as to whether or not Pakistan will remain. First {slelod o=
(questioning) happened and then don't ask about & s35% : Some say it was created for
secularism; others say the whole idea of two-nation theory was wrong. This is the
form 0 s%5% (differences) have taken. Did you notice my friends! The matter we
were discussing was of the time of the Prophet (PBUH) but look how its eternal truth

is applicable now, and for all times to come.
Theimportance of eternal truths and our short-sightedness

My dear friends! These are eternal truths, In the life of a nation signs of defeat start
with doubts about its goal; and then differences and arguments follow. The Quran has
said about this: @_‘J; 7% %2 (78:1). How beautiful are these two words! And then they
have been used in interrogative style. What are they gossiping about? What is the
thing that is causing them anxiety and doubt? What is causing them nightmare? The
Quran says that they are asking about: ‘,Lb:hmlgf (78:2) — Concerning the Great
News [Yusuf Ali]. But the traditional translators say that this is the news of the
Hereafter. They transfer everything of importance to the Hereafter. Ask anyone. The
immediate reply will be: They were asking the Prophet (PBUH) as to when the Day
of Judgment or Al-Qiyamah (4lil!) will come. As far as the physical Universe is
concerned everyone knows that it going to end one day. The Quran says that these
planets and stars will collide and disintegrate one day. What has this got to do with
our actions? Laws of nature will take care of that. That is, if they are to collide
according to the laws of nature then what can we do anyway? Nothing at all. This is
one type of Al-Qiyamah (4«Ldl). Another one is to come after death where we will
face the results of our action done here, in this world. This is also called the Day of
Distinction (Jiadll 2’s2). What you sow is what you reap! What to say of this “Jiadll ',

my friends? When you have sown the seed then the Day of harvest is bound to come.
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This is our belief. But there is another Al-Qiyamah (4<lill): The last phase in the

confrontation between Truth (3=) and Falsehood (JbY) has also been called Al-
Qiyamah (%<L:dll) by the Quran: éé.,iﬂ! Qﬁﬁ-ﬂ‘jﬁ;ﬁ (83:6) — the Day when all
mankind shall stand before the Sustainer of all the worlds [Asad]. On this Day
humanity will stand up for universal sustenance. According to the rules of Arabic
grammar ‘248" is derived from “2%" which means to stand up. And when the letter “2
” comes at its end then it means to stand up suddenly, as it happens in a revolution.
Arabic language is unique. This is the revolution; this is the Al-Qiyamah (*ldl)
which is described in the Quran again and again. Here, in this verse (78:1), it is said
that they are asking you O Prophet (PBUH) about this huge event, about this Al-
Qiyamah (4lall) — Tell them it is the Day when humanity will suddenly rise up for
universal sustenance. Otherwise, the Al-Qiyamah (4«ldll) of the hereafter to come
after death is mentioned in every religion. To make it interesting every religion is

waiting for a Messiah to come and fix things up.
Waiting for a Messiah is against the teachings of the Quran

My dear friends! I will explain shortly how this belief in a coming Messiah will
create Al-Qiyamah (“«Lal) and Hell anyway! This belief started with Zoroastrianism.
They believed that Mithra will come towards the end of the world. This concept of
Christianity that Jesus was lifted alive to heaven (contrary to what the Jews say that
he was crucified and died on the cross) and will come again to the Earth is borrowed
from Zoroastrianism. Please read my book on religions of the world. Zoroastrians
believe that Mithra has gone to the heaven and will come near the end of the world at
the time of Al- Qiyamah («Ldll). Hindus, not to be left behind, believe that Klankini
Avatar will come towards the end of time. Buddhists believe that Metteyya
(Maitreya in Sanskrit) will come in the end. Jews are waiting their own Messiah. All
of these Messiahs will come in the end. Everyone is waiting for an avatar to come.
Not to be left alone, Muslims are also waiting for a Messiah. Everyone is still
waiting. But the one they are waiting for came in the land of Hijaz — Muhammad

(PBUH) the /ast prophet. He came for all those who were waiting; thus the belief in
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anyone coming was ended, him being the last. In spite of that, we Muslims are still

waiting fora Messiah. And so is everyone else.

The question is: if they come then what will they do? Everyone says that he will
resurrect our religion. Please think about it my friends! Mithra will resurrect
Zoroastrianism; Klankini avatar will resurrect Vedic dharma; Metteyya will fight for
Buddhism; Jewish Messiah will fight for Judaism; Jesus will resurrect Christianity;
and the Muslim's Mahdi will revive their religion of Islam. All of these Messiahs will
fight to establish their religion — then would there be any doubt of Al-Qiyamah
(4al1all)? They all will be fighting and destroying each other. But the Quran's —
Qﬂ'ﬁ“qﬁ (78:2) — is not about this Al-Qiyamah (4<Lill); neither is it talking about
the Al-Qiyamah (4«\ll) after death nor about the Al-Qiyamah (4<Lall) of the physical
destruction of humans and this Universe. This verse (78:2) is not talking about any of
these. Iam not saying this of my own my dear friends! This is the Quran that is talking
—in just two words: &’;J:—::Se (78:4)— Verily, they shall soon (come to) know! [Yusuf
Ali]. In the word “(; sal=1s” the letter “0<” means “soon.” And it is repeated with such a
force and certainty: &m%ﬁ ; :,;’.Ii;:ﬁﬁ (78:4-5) — Verily, they shall soon (come
to) know! Verily, verily they shall soon (come to) know![Yusuf Ali]. If you don't
understand then note again that you will soon see this Al-Qiyamah (3<l) with your
own eyes; and then you will understand it! Allahu Akbar!! Did you understand my
friends what was this & ;Esf; (78:1)? The Quresh's original belief in their mission
was shaken. Their foundation was jolted. Differences occurred among them about
their mission (to wipe out the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions). Then the Quran
says that when your condition becomes like this then you do not have to wait long for

the big news of your destruction; you do not have to wait long for Al-Qiyamah (4<Lall),
Al-Qiyamah (4ldll) is the appearance of result

My dear friends! Nobody pays attention to what this word “ sal>2s” and the letter
“w+"” mean? As we mentioned: this means that the event in question is coming soon;

that you will see it with your own eyes very soon. And the Quresh did see this
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oncoming Al-Qiyamah (*tdll) very soon. This Al-Qiyamah (%ill), this destruction

staring right in front — if humans do not see then they cast themselves forever in hell;

they forever remain in anxiety and trauma.
He is giving long sermon about accountability and balance of the hereafter's
Qivamah;
But how very sad! That the preacher does not see, here and now, the existing
Qivamah!

So much so that the preacher who was pronouncing fatwa of infidelity (Kufr) against

others and sending them to hell:
The master preacher kept telling that Kafir will go to Hell;
However, the Kafir expressed it better than this, really well:
Look at this irony! The preacher himself is standing in Hell;
But pronouncing to the world that the place of others is Hell!

The preacher is standing in it himself but he is saying that Hell is the place of others.
He does not see his own Hell in which he is standing. He and everyone else will soon
know that we are all in hell: g;l:;:ﬁ?ﬁ ,,:,;’.I:;:ﬁ& (78:4-5) — Verily, they shall soon
(come to) know! Verily, verily they shall soon (come to) know! [ Yusuf Ali]. We are
all standing in our individual hell, my friends, and we are giving fatwas about others

that they will go to Hell.

My dear friends! I am happy that we have been able to cover the proper context and
the requisite background for this chapter. This will open the door for further

understanding.

Gl LA = e
Q our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)

Py
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