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if we want to discribe the origin of the universe general relativity has to be
replaced by a more complete theory because general relativity does not take
into account the small scale structure of matter which is governed by
quantum theory. So though we dont yet have a complete qunatumn theory of
gravity we do know that the origin of the universe was a quantum event
b JAFIPathg LIz s & S 7pnd Brla Api-Particle {1 JboL =il b
G e ZL Jv A3
According to Feynman a particle does not have a unique history that is it
does not take unique path moves from its starting point 'A' to some and point
'B' but rathe simultaneously take every possible path connecting the two
point.
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< e Waves " Photon $od ey Pl L NS Ao 7S s
wave/partiole nature is one of the why light has thisugjiuévuct-/?abj u”':;l
great mystries of science. In reality light is neither a particle nor a wave but
&UlwaﬁngjVLL/}(&;,Q/?some thing for which we have no word.
< JBEUIT szl g2t e sd Pz 2 Jhe Lol &
S Grand Unified Theory % {5/ F0 = 65y & 122 (i, SLIM. TheoryS
e PIEL ARG

But we now have a candidate for the ultimate theory of every thing M.theory
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is the only model that has all the properties we think the final theory ought to
have and it is the theory upon which much of our latter discussion is
based(Dbid page 8)
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Hubble observations suggested that there was a time called the big baing
when the universe was infinitesimmally small and infinitely dense. Under
such conditions all the laws of science and therefor all ability to predict the
future would break down (Tbid Page 9)
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It is important to realize that the expansion of space does not affect size of
material objects such as galaxies stars apple atoms or other objects held

together by some sort of force. (grand design p 125)
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(Glow of Creation
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For the next decade and half it was two horse race between the big bang

theory and steady state theory But early 1960 the big bang theory was
nosing ahead (lhbid page 2)
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(prad DIt/ Steady State . 1 Sn il it AP le K6
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§ Expanding universe uﬁu;VJJ&JULEL:(:/.L“é,ulufgﬁu?lf@lwwvgzow
Tt e BL w6 sl Jef T Gy FOI LIt 255 e sl Qb
u';l“i 81 fd}/&i&dﬂf@é/&ﬁ@ﬂwd/CosmoIogicaI Constant uf.'.mblxu';!cﬁ
Ui S P f TS et Po 3P Flef TA e bl

your calculation are correct but your grasp of physics is abominable.
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This is the most beautiful and satisfactory explanation of creation which |

have ever listened.
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When hubble published the 1929 paper giving a distance velocity relation for

galaxies he cited Frieds work but forgot the belgian priests even though they
had met many times. Hubble himself did not believe in an expanding
universe. To him red shifts always remained the motion of glaxies not the
signature of expanding pace.
ST y{‘zumwww Tt TGt o P wa/u‘; YAP Y
L‘Luﬁ;/géd‘iwwﬂuv!;Lult/("‘/ém@w”iu!

In 1931 Eddington himself wrote That Philosophically the notion of a
beginining of the present order of nature is repugnant. Lamatire did not
adhere..... Eddington's aversion. He offered the solution At the origin all the
mass of the universe would exist in the form of a unique atom ___ The
cosmose was born he argued, on a day without yesterday.

L d FITL Il N8 Sty bl 3ol el
He also derived fundamental reseults concerning what we now call black
holes much later others notably Stiphen hawking picked up on this work.
(ujéf..&‘; Astronimy Nov, 2007,»&1.5.{/1:«{.LJSUQA!:,L;““‘J\’.}Z/’E’L{:J)
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However | now think that although there is a singularity in the laws of physics
can still determin how the universe begin (Black Holes page 83)
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The Universe really is in such a quantum state, there would be no singularity

in the history of the universe in imaginary time. (Brief History page 147)
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Surah Al-Mulk Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 29: Chapter 3

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

Dear Friends! Today is October 14, 1983 and the Dars-e-Qur'an begins today with
verse 6 of chapter 67 of the Qur'an.

The relationship of astrology and kismet is against the Qur'an

In the last dars we could cover just one point and which was that predicting human
destiny based on astrology or by using any other method is fundamentally against the
teachings of the Qur'an. For example, those who sit on the footpath with a parrot also
predict future. These ways of predicting human kismet, in fact, degrade humanity. As
[understand the Qur'an has declared this predicting of future an extremely severe and
worst kind of crime. I mentioned in the last dars that what makes humans higher than
all other creations in the Universe is their freewill and freedom of choice. Therefore,
any belief or school of thought that tells otherwise is against the basic teachings of the
Qur'an. If a human being loses his freedom of choice then he is not accountable for
any of his actions. Obviously, a person is not responsible for his actions if done under
compulsion. The focal point of the entire teaching of the Qur'an is that human being's
every action even his thought produces its consequence. Good actions produce
good results and bad actions produce bad results. This is called the law of requital.
But this is possible only if a human being is free and uses his freewill and freedom of
choice to act. If one cannot act with one's own freewill and cannot use one's freedom
of choice then how can one be held responsible for that action? The entire chain
comprising of transmitting Allah's revelation through Prophets, the law of requital,
the life in the hereafter, and its heaven and hell circles around this central point that a
human being is accountable for his actions. And obviously only that person can be
held accountable for his actions if and only if he is free to use his freewill and freedom
of choice. If you believe that a human being is not free to exercise his freedom of
choice, or his future is predetermined; then this entire process of sending guidance
and rectitude becomes useless and meaningless. This is the reason the Qur'an has
very strongly opposed such a concept. This is not just the case with astrology but it is
extremely fundamental. What you say prophecy is only for those objects which do
not have freewill and they are the only things about which you can make prophecy.
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Difference between having freewill and not having freewill

My dear friends! One can tell today when precisely the lunar eclipse will occur after
100 years and when precisely it will disappear. This is because the movements of the
Earth and the moon around the Sun occur according to fixed laws of nature. These
laws do not change and the objects subject to these laws do not have the freewill to
disobey them. After one acquires the knowledge of these laws and since these laws
donot change one can predict such events beyond not just 100 years but also beyond
1000 years. These celestial bodies are subject to the laws of nature and that is why
one can predict such events. Contrary to this, if you remember, I told you about a
scientist's observation which is extremely interesting. He is the author of the book,
Limitations of Science. He has written that one scientist alone can tell you when the
lunar eclipse will occur after 100 years. But 10 scientists sitting around a table cannot
tell where this fly would go next that just came and sat on the table. Why couldn't the
ten scientists tell this about the fly whereas one single scientist could tell exactly
about the occurrence of lunar eclipse in future? This is because that one scientist is
talking about something without freewill whereas these ten scientists are dealing
with something that has freewill. Dear friends! This is it! This is the secret of
prediction. If no one can say about a fly where it will sit next, then to say about a
human being what he will do in future is equivalent to making him without freewill.
This is the reason a thing which does not work according to laws and regulations
cannot come under the purview of knowledge.

Dear friends! Any prediction based on laws is knowledge. However, such predictions
made about those with freewill will not qualify as knowledge. For example, saying
that someone will get pneumonia after a year or will become king or will be arrested;
all this is being told about a human being with freewill. This is generally called the
knowledge of the unseen ('I/m-ul-Ghaib). But Allah has said that no one knows the
knowledge of the unseen except Him. Even about the Prophet (PBUH) Allah told that
whatever he is telling his people about future events it is given to him through
revelation. If Allah did not give this knowledge of the unseen to the Prophet (PBUH)
through revelation then even he could not say this about future. Even 4e (PBUH)
does not have the knowledge of the unseen. Now, if the situation is this that even the
Prophet (PBUH) could not have this kind of knowledge of the future, that even he
could not make prophesies about human beings; then how come we have these
people among us making predictions on a daily basis; and where the entire edifice of
mysticism (Tasawwuf/Vilayat) stands on these predictions so much so that one
amongst us claimed prophethood on this basis! And the debate with him raged
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around whether a prophet can come now or not. The question actually should have
been whether a human being can make prophecies or not. Claim that you have
received revelation from Allah and He has told that you have become a prophet! Then
the argument can be settled easily. When Allah says that no human being not even the
Prophet can make prediction about future (except what Allah gave him through
revelation) then, is it not play and con-game on the part of these people who make
predictions using astrology, using parrots by the side of the footpath, using
palmistry? This is because we have left the Qur'an. If we care to take guidance from it
then it will tell that we are a live human being with freewill not subject to stars.

The Qur'an's order

Please remember! What the Qur'an says about any ideology that turns “live dust” into
“dead dust”? It says: It is kufr (67:6). A human being does kufr against his own self
with belief in this kind of ideology because he is denying that he possesses freewill.
And anyone who is telling him to do this is lying and also he is claiming Godly power
because knowledge of the unseen only belongs to Allah; therefore, he is denying
Allah. Both the teacher and the follower of this kind of ideology are Kafirs.

Nations suffering life of hell

The Qur'an says that those who deny their Allah-given power of freewill and freedom
of choice are denying their self and those who deny the power of Allah (and seek
power elsewhere) are denying the existence of Allah (67:6). Dear friends! The
punishment of Hell after death will be known in the Hereafter. But we all know what
kind of hellish humiliation and subjugation surround those nations which do not have
(or do not consider having) the power of freewill. Even their domestic laws and
policies are made by other nations essentially making these other nations their
Masters. What can be greater hell than this?! Allah has called the gatekeeper of Hell
as Master (43:77). Although subjugated nations keep calling themselves sovereign
powers but that is alie. What an awful hell it is that they live in! This is a strange thing.
The Qur'an has repeatedly mentioned Jahannam in connection with punishment for
crimes. It says Jaheem for hell in some places and al-Naar in other places. Here it says
Jahannam. The description of Jahannam that is given here by the Qur'an in
metaphorical terms is of a maximum security prison indicating the severity of the
crime. It says that when they will be thrown in it then loud sounds of agony and cry of
pain and terror will be heard; that Hell would be furiously erupting with fire (67:8), as
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if it is full of rage. From this we can sense the severity of the punishment and the
intensity of the crime described by the Qur'an; otherwise, it would be sufficient to say
justJahannam.

As I have mentioned there is no greater crime than abandoning or denying one's
freedom of the power of choice. This is the ONLY exclusive gift bestowed to human
beings. Allah has called this gift His divine energy. This makes humankind uniquely
special in comparison with all the other creations. By denying this Allah-given
unique gift one degrades one's humanity. It is to accept humiliation. That is why the
punishment is so severe. Now, after this, the Qur'an says that when the soothsayers
and astrologers and their followers will be thrown in hell wave after wave then the
gatekeeper of hell will ask them: Didn't someone come to warn you of the
consequences of such beliefs and ideologies? Didn't someone tell you that this is

shirk and kufr?
Fulfillment of two conditions before destruction

Dear friends! The Qur'an has said repeatedly that no nation is destroyed by Allah's
law unless two preconditions are met: 1) that the message must be conveyed to them
that their behavior is leading to their destruction. This is called warning. And 2) that
they should have the ability to understand that message. What a fair judge is He!?
How unique are these conditions! The message must have reached people and that
they should have the ability to understand the message. An insane cannot commit
crime. One cannot hold him accountable.

From live dust to dead dust

Dear friends! They will be asked: Didn't someone come to tell you what your place in
the Universe is that you turned yourself from a live to dead dust? Whether someone
came to warn you or not? The Qur'an says they will tell: Yes! Certainly he came to
warn us but we did not listen. Friends! Please remember! All the prophets that came
before Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) were messengers that warned their people.
After them, their true followers performed this duty of warning. But Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) is the last prophet. He was told to warn people through the
Qur'an (7:2). After him no more prophets are going to come, but the warning is going
to continue now through the Qur'an by the Prophet's Ummah.



;2012 24 53 (ess

The obligation of the Prophet's Ummah

When the Qur'an has been preserved forever and the Prophet's Ummah has been
made the inheritor of this Book then there is no need of any prophet to come to give
this warning and fulfill this duty. Now, it is to be done through the Qur'an. The Qur'an
is protected and exists in its original unaltered form. And since the Ummah has been
made the inheritor of this Book, it is therefore obligatory on this Ummah to fulfill this
duty. But when this Ummabh itself'is guilty of the crime (of not fulfilling its duty) then
how can it warn others? In any case, this was the question the guard (Maalik of Hell)
will ask these people being driven to Hell: whether or not a Warner came to you? This
does not mean that he is asking if a prophet came or not? It means that since Allah's
Book was there, then, was there no one who fulfilled this duty and conveyed its
message to you? Please notice how important is this duty that has been placed on this
Ummah! But Alas! The Ummabh is guilty of the crime of neglecting this fundamental
duty.

Dear friends! The Qur'an points out as to why we are suffering this humiliating
punishment by delineating our each and every crime. The biggest punishment is that
the name of the guard of Hell is 'Maalik.' Obedience of humans by humans is the
biggest hell. Now, the conversation had been continuing about whether or not warner
came. Inresponse to the question from Maalik, they said: Yes! He came. Then Maalik
asked: What did you do? They replied: We belied him. We said you are lying that we
will suffer punishment; that we will be destroyed; that we will suffer humiliation. We
told him repeatedly that you are lying, that you are not receiving any revelation from
Allah. We condemned those who followed the warner. We told them you are being
misled by him. On the contrary, we claimed that we are on the right path. Now the
Qur'an says that they admitted to Maalik that if we only had listened to the warner and
used our intellect then we would not be in this abyss, in this hell. Alas! (67:10).

Not using intellect and thought leads to hell

Dear friends! The verse (67:10) brings out a unique point in the above verse: What
was the thing that fortune tellers were using to predict future, and these people were
blindly following them? It was a claim based on the knowledge of the unseen.
Neither the people, nor the ones whom they approached, used knowledge and
intellect in this. Actually, there is no place of 'why' in this. My dear friends, please
listen! Those who are being driven to their hell, what are they saying? They are
saying that if we had listened to the warner and used our intellect then we won't be in
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hell. Now the Qur'an has explained who are the people destined for hell. The Qur'an
has elaborated and explained this in many places. It places great importance on using
intellect, deep thinking, and intense deliberation. Here, the Qur'an summarizes in
their own words of why they are in hell: They said we were listening to astrologers,
soothsayers, fortune tellers, palmists, and we were not using our own intellectual
power; that is the reason why we are now in hell. I will present another verse (7:179)
to explain this further. But first, our traditional translation of this verse which puts us
on the wrong path. Traditionalists start the translation like this: “Allah has said that |
have created majority of the Jinn and humans for hell...” Think about it. If Allah has
created them for hell then how can they go to heaven? Do you imagine where these
translations are taking us? Then there is mention of Jinns in these translations which
send the Jinns to hell as well. As I mentioned many times before the Qur'an has this
unique and distinct quality that it preserves within its pages the Arabic language and
its phraseology of the time of the Prophet (PBUH), and to understand the true
meaning of words and phrases we have to see how they were used at that time. For
example, take these words 'Ins' and 'Jinn'". The population in the deserts of Arabia was
composed of two groups of people: Nomads, who used to move around and lived in
places far away from towns; and those who used to live in towns. Even now, there are
few large towns in Arabia and most of the population lives a nomadic life and mostly
invisible to the town's people. Anything that is hidden from the eye is called 'Jinn' in
Arabic language and those people who live in towns and cities as a social group are
called'Ins'. So, nomads were called 'Jinns' and the city people were called 'Ins'.

Those deprived of intellect and thought

The Qur'an (7:179) says that those who do not use their Allah-given intellect to
understand its message, it is clear from their demeanor that they are destined for hell.
Who are these people? They have the ability to understand but they do not use it. Dear
friends! Do you see what the Qur'an is talking about of the people of hell? It is talking
about choice. If it was the case that they did not have the ability to think then it would
not be a matter of choice. They would, in that case, be helpless. But the Qur'an starts
with 'Lahum qulubun”, i.e., they have mind but they do not use it to think. This is the
first thing. Qur'an then goes on: They have 'eyes' but they do not use them to 'see'.
Then it says: they have 'ears' but they do not use it to 'hear'. They remain dumb, blind,
and deaf. They do not use their intellectual and mental powers to think and to
understand. Now, it is obvious who the people are who are preparing themselves for
hell. These are the people about whom the Qur'an says “Wa lagad zara'na li-
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Jahannam” (7:179). These are the people who are subject to Our this law: “Not using
mind and power of critical thinking leads to hell”. These people are not using the
faculty of intellect that was given to them. They are preparing themselves for hell.
The Qur'an says that when you find such people, know that they are companions of
hell; that they have now been identified in this very world as companions of hell as
the verse (7:179) exemplifies. On the other hand, our current man-made Shariah
forbids critical thinking and using intellect in matters of Din. Now it should be clear
why the Qur'an says that those who do not use their faculty of intellect their very
demeanor tells that they are companions of hell. But the Qur'an goes further. It tells
that these people are not humans but animals. No! Actually, they are worse than
animals (7:179).

Worse than a fly

My dear friends! Verse (7:179) says that they are worse than animals. That is, they are
worse than even a fly which at least uses its freedom to fly and sit anywhere it likes.
But these human animals do not use their intellect. An animal sitting in sun goes to a
shade whenever it wants. But it is this human animal that says my fate is
predetermined so why challenge it. Qur'an says: such people are unmindful, and are
among the “Ghafiloon”. What a word “Ghafiloon” is? It means that they possess
everything required for critical thinking but remain unmindful. They do not use
them. But when in hell, they will say: if only we could have listened to the warnings
of'the messenger, then why would we be in hell today?!

Listening to the Qur'an without meaning, and reading it without understanding

My dear friends! There is only one way of avoiding hell. The standard for this has
been set by the Qur'an: whatever Allah says in the Qur'an, it must be listened to
carefully and understood using intellect and thought, and then it must be translated
into action. But it has become customary for us to listen to the Qur'an without
understanding. No other book is listened to as much as the Qur'an. But this listening
is such that there is no place in it for intellect and thought. We have become
accustomed to listening words without understanding their meaning: neither the one
who recites knows the meaning, nor those who listen understand anything. So, do we
think we can proclaim this as listening to the Qur'an? When those who are going to
hell say, that if only we had listened with the intention to using our minds to
understand the message then we would not be in this position, then it means that
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whatever words we hear we should try to find out their meaning. If we do not know
the meaning of words then what is the meaning of pondering on those words? That is
why the Qur'an in the verse (7:179) says that these people are not human beings but
animals. It is as if one recites to animals or to humans, it does not matter. That is the
reason why the verse (67:11) says that they will acknowledge their sin. This is also a
unique principle of the Qur'an sinners/criminals acknowledging their sins/crimes.
As I have said the Qur'an mentions such principles in a way that one can formulate a
state constitution as well as code of laws for the society.

Two principles of code of justice

We can now see from just these two verses (67:10-11) what kind of code of law could
be formulated and what should be the basis of the rule of law? First, according to
these verses, it is now determined that whoever is being punished, or to be punished,
or to be charged must be asked first whether or not the law had reached you
beforehand. Note that how important this is in the eyes of the Qur'an. Second, that
person must be capable of understanding the law, or if not, then someone must have
explained that to him. Note also what the security guard of Hell asked those destined
for it. He asked them whether or not messengers had come to warn them about the
consequences of their actions. So, it is clear that a state should make an arrangement
that the laws it wants to enact should first reach all citizens and they should be able to
understand what the laws mean. Also, everyone who is charged must be given chance
to explain and say whatever one wants to say in one's defense. This is why the verses
say that those people had not entered hell yet. They were still outside hell. And the
security guard was asking them whether or not a messenger came to warn them. They
were given a chance. If a messenger did not come to them then they could simply
walk away by saying that, no, Sir! Messenger did not come to warn us. They would
not be charged for the crime they had committed in that case. They would not be sent
to hell. Therefore, according to the Quran, every suspect must be given a chance to
defend himselfand say whatever he wants to say in his defense.

Methodology for lawmaking as derived from the Qur'an

Allah gave even Iblis a chance to explain himself when he refused to prostrate before
Adam. He let Iblis say whatever he wanted to say in his defense. Only after this he
could be punished if found guilty. As I mentioned before, it is not necessary that
guidance in the Qur'an are to be found in the form of law only. Actually, the guiding
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principles given in the Qur'an could easily be used to formulate laws. This deductive
methodology can be used to formulate laws for an Islamic society. If, even a criminal
as guilty as Iblis, has been given chance by the Almighty Allah to explain himself,
then who is anybody else who can order punishment for someone without giving that
person full opportunity to explain and defend himself. Allah, who has supreme
authority and absolute power and who has knowledge of everything, if He is giving
this right for explanation and self-defense, then no one has the authority to take that
right away. These are mentioned in the Qur'an to serve as guidance for us so that we
can formulate state constitution and laws for its governance. The whole narrative has
been presented in such a way that the people who had committed crime could
willingly acknowledge their crime (67:11); that they know full well that witnesses
won't lie and the judge will not be wrongly influenced by anything. Then only this
would be called 'Ad]l (justice) in the eyes of the Qur'an.

Precondition for justice: The law itself must be based on justice

The Qur'an has called this 'Adl. One can call it the rule-of-law based justice. This is
the same thing which is now called justice since decisions are based on prevailing
laws of the time. This is the norm throughout the world. But the Qur'an whose
teaching is unique says that if the law itself is based on injustice then how could the
judgments based on that law be called justice? Therefore, it is absolutely necessary
that the law itself must be based on justice. That is why the Qur'an calls it “wa bihi
y'a-diloon” (7:181). The right government is one which delivers justice according to
this truth, i.e., according to the principles and guidance given in the Qur'an. Then
only it will be called true justice. When it is known with complete confidence that the
witnesses will provide 100% true testimony and the judge will be completely honest
and not subject any influence or bias; that nothing whatsoever will influence the
justice system; that the guilty cannot get away by giving any type of compensation;
that no one else can take the place of the guilty or provide any material support to him
then this is the type of justice system that the Qur'an is talking about. Also, one must
have full faith in the system for one's defense, and the penalty must be commensurate
with the crime and be just. The guilty party must fully understand that true justice has
been served, and freely say so. After this the Qur'an says that these are the
companions of 'Sa-'eer’ for whom there is so much misery and hopelessness.
Whatever are life's miseries these are now their fate. They are far removed from life's
good things. Their punishment being that they will be deprived of life's all pleasures
and abundance. This in reality is the punishment. As opposed to them there is another
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group for whom the Qur'an says that they always fear from the unseen future negative
consequences of violating Allah's laws or transgressing His guidance. They know
that if they did that the result will be severe punishment.

Whatis Bil-Ghaib?

What is 'bil-ghaib'? Some people believe by this that anything can happen in future,
even mustard can grow on one's palm! Or, it is as if someone moved a stick in a
certain way and fire came out. In contrast to this, there is this laborious process a
farmer goes through. He works very hard in preparing the ground for planting; selects
appropriate and healthy seeds and plants them in the field; waters them; removes the
weeds; comes daily to monitor the security of his farm and goes home empty handed
every day. He follows the same routine not one day, not one week, not one month, but
relentlessly for several months. And the result of his hard work does not come to him.
Why does he then do this every day? What is it that drives him to return everyday
empty handed and yet compels him to go in the morning the next day? What is it that
encourages him to go through this routine every day? This is nothing but the faith and
one hundred percent conviction that from those seeds buried in the ground will result
a crop that will yield a bumper harvest. This is what is meant by Iman Bil-Ghaib that
even though the result does not appear immediately but, nevertheless, having the
conviction that it will come out at the appropriate time. On what basis is this unseen
faith founded? It is founded in the belief that the seed does not have freedom of
choice; that it is not up to it to germinate or not to germinate. It follows certain law. It
is not up to its own whims whether to grow or not. It is bound by a law. If the soil is
right, the seeds are good, fertilizer is there, watering is done at appropriate times, and
the farm 1s monitored and protected, then the crop will grow these are all required
laws of farming. The seed is subject to these laws. Now it is not up to the seed to
violate these laws. This one grain of seed produces hundreds of grains in the words of
the Qur'an. This, then, the belief in the unseen results of one's action is what is called
Iman bil-ghaib.

Qur'anic meaning of Sabr

Dear Friends! In the very beginning the Qur'an has said ““Yu minuna bil-ghaib”: They
believe in the unseen (2:3). This beliefin the unseen is for every effort. Obviously, the
result of an effort does not appear right away. It takes time. One has to toil and
struggle persistently. The result does appear but after some time. But those nations
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who have faith in the efficacy of this law of requital continue to work hard and
continue to believe that the results will appear in due course. They do not get tired.
They neither get frustrated nor get disappointed and resign in the middle of their
effort. This is what the Qur'an has called 'sabr' or patience. Sabr does not mean what is
prevalent amongst us that when nothing works; when frustration sets in; when people
get disappointed, and when they say that nothing can happen: So, dear brothers and
sisters! Do Sabr. What can be done?! What was in the kimet will happen anyway!
Nothing can be done now!! This is what Sabr has become now-a-days in our culture.
But in the Qur'an Sabr is something what a farmer goes through day in and day out for
months at time with perseverance and steadfastness. This whole process is what is
defined as Sabr according to the Qur'an and the one who perseveres through this
process is called Saabir. Qur'an said that this Iman-bil-ghaib requires Sabr.
Remember! You must have full faith and conviction in this whole process of Sabr.
When the Qur'an says: Innahu laa yuflihuz zaalimun (6:21) It means oppressors and
tyrants won't flourish; that they will eventually fail. This is the law of requital that the
Qur'an proclaims. And this law is unchangeable (6:34). Tyrants and oppressors must
remember that this law is bound to produce its consequence, no matter what. But how
it will happen? It will happen according to this Qur'anic law of requital that what you
sow is what you reap; that tyrants will fail; and that if others join hands with tyrants
then the speed of failure will increase. And it must be borne in mind with 100% surety
that oppression is bound to fail ultimately. In any case, this is what a farmer's beliefin
unseen results of his actions is that keeps him going and he knows that each seed
when nourished properly is going to produce a hundred grains.

No action produces quick result

Dear friends! Whatever laws the Qur'an has given regarding humans they also have
this characteristic that they do not produce results the same day. Now, the complaints
we keep hearing daily are: Mr.! We are told that Allah is just; He does justice; He
won't let tyrants succeed. But we observe daily that tyrants flourish; that dishonest
keep on piling wealth after wealth; that no business succeeds if done honestly. Then
what is this?! Why the laws of Allah are not working? Actually, they are working but
we do not have faith in them. We are not like the farmer who works hard and
perseveres months after months, follows the laws of farming; then only he gets the
fruit of his labor. We, on the other hand, sit at home and say: Since Allah's law is that
from one seed will grow hundred seeds then the day when hundred seeds grow we
will go and get them. This is not Iman-bil-ghaib. According to the Qur'an Iman-bil-
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ghaib is: that every worker, every laborer, every technician who has the conviction
that whatever I am doing, the machine I am making, the clock I am repairing, maybe
it may take six months or a year but one day it will work. That one day the result of the
effort will bear fruit for which the worker is persevering day and night even while
suffering hardships and hunger. This is the steadfast belief in the mission's objective
followed by continuous action and 100% conviction in the unchangeable law of
Allah of requital of the Qur'an that the result is bound to come out for sure at the
proper time. We have belied this belief. The truth is that people do not have faith in
the law of requital. People say: No Sir! Allah's law of requital does not work. We see
that dishonest succeed. The dishonest businessmen flourish. This is belying the law
of Allah. When this situation develops then how would people be motivated to work
honestly! Having the full faith and conviction in unseen results this is Iman bil-
ghaib. And then it says that “Innal Lazeena yukhshawna Rabbahum” (67:12), which
is normally translated as “those who are afraid of their Lord”. What is this “fear” and
what is meant by being “afraid of’? This requires some thought.

Fear and trepidation since childhood

Leave aside the fear and trepidation as developed in today's psychology. The Qur'an
says that a nation raised on the basis of its laws as well as its followers will have no
fear nor suffer from any anxiety. We, on the hand, right from childhood, sow fear of
Allah in the hearts of children. To children then Allah becomes a symbol of fear and
trepidation. Fear! Fear! And more fear!! In fact, humanity gets crushed with fear.
Yakhshauna, Khashiya: there is nothing in this to fear Allah. Whenever, the Qur'an
uses for example, “hum min khashiyati rabbehim” (23:57) then it means: be careful
from the adverse consequences of violating the law of requital, being afraid of the
consequences that are bound to occur if one does not follow the message of Allah,
that when one violates His laws then one will suffer their destructive consequences.
This is what is meant by fear. This is a fear of the unseen destructive results of bad
actions which do not appear right away.

Period of respite is Allah's mercy

The Qur'an mentions that those who opposed the Prophet (PBUH) used to tell him:
Why don't you bring the destruction that you keep on warning us about all the time?!
On this, Allah told that they do not recognize His mercy; that they do not realize that
He does not punish people right away after they commit wrong; that there is a period
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of respite between the wrong action and its consequence. This respite has been
bestowed by Him so that people might realize their mistake and correct themselves
and thus be saved from destruction. The Qur'an says that if you correct yourselves
then it is only good for you. Why should I punish people, says Allah? We do not
derive pleasure by punishing people for their wrong actions. The period of respite is
also an essential part of the law of requital and, indeed, is a mercy from Allah.
Because, if we eat unhealthy food and if we get a disease (e.g. cancer) right away then
no one will be saved. In this period of respite, small symptoms appear as warning
signs. [f we pay careful attention to these symptoms and are able to see a connection
between continuing unhealthy food habit and the symptoms then, due to this period
of respite embedded in the process there is hope; there is possibility for treatment and
cure. If, on the other hand, there is immediate punishment for wrong action then no
human being in the world will be saved.

Meaning of Maghfirah

Dear friends! Who is there who does not err, who doesn't indulge? But Allah has kept
the door open for treatment and reform. Allah has given power of intellect and
thought. He has given freedom of choice too. This is the thing for which He says that
they fear the unseen consequences of bad actions “bil-gahaib” in Arabic. For them
is protection i.e., “lahum maghfiratun wa ajrun kabir” (67:12). This matter has great
significance. But we normally translate “maghfirah” as bakhshish, or beggary. And
suddenly begging in the name of Allah becomes common theme to the extent that
nothing works without begging. Now, even the heaven comes as a result of begging
in the way of Allah. Keep on praying for bakhshish and Allah will give Heaven as a
bakhshish. Go spread your canvas! And keep begging. But now people drop stale
bread in the beggar's pot! No friends! This is not maghfirah; this is not the meaning
of maghfirah. Maghfirah means protection. The Qur'an says here that those who fear
the consequences of bad actions they get protection. The bad results do not appear
right away. There is period for reform and correction.

What a wonderful word Maghfirah is! This is what we call preventive measures. In
medical terminology these are those things that provide protection so that no harm
occurs. This is called Maghfirah. These preventive measures are great things or
“Ajrun Kabir (67:12)” in the words of the Qur'an. If humans did these things then the
results that would follow will be of very high level indeed. But the question is: how
these high level things will happen? The Qur'an says: “Wa asirru qaulukum awijharu
bihi” (67:13). That is, you cannot achieve these things by saying that you respect
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these laws but in your heart you are hatching plans against them. You cannot deceive
Allah like this. Whether you show your intentions or hide them, to Allah they are the
same. The Qur'an talks about freewill and freedom of choice and responsibility. It
does not say that the results that appear outwardly, only they will affect you. It even
goes so far as to say that every intention in your heart and every thought going
through your mind produce result as well. In fact, if one pays careful attention, one
can see that it is the bad intention that is the seed of every crime the external result is
the final outcome but its start happens at the time the intention takes root in the heart.

First the intention, then the action, and then the result

Dear friends!

The process starts from intention. Human beings first intend to do something and
then they embark on practical steps. The Qur'an's law of requital is that it even works
on the intention. Now, if someone is caught having bad intention, and he is stopped
right there then the crime won't take place. Then the question really becomes: how to
have control over intention? This control occurs with proper education and training.
With proper education and training if a conviction takes root in the heart that a thing is
wrong or criminal, that I should not do it, that I will be held accountable for it, that
will get punished. If these things become the voice of inner conscience of human
beings then crime will stop. This is the reason the Qur'an provided these teachings.

External controls do not produce the desired results

Dear friends! The duty of the Prophet was also to teach the Qur'an's message and its
wisdom to the people (62:2): “yu'allihumul kitaba wal hikmah”. He taught the laws
of'the Qur'an and explained their wisdom to his people. He explained why these laws
are necessary. He had raised a nation based on these teachings. This is always the first
step in reforming a society. According to the Qur'an these teachings should become
the voice of the heart. What is wrong and what is right should come from the heart.
External controls won't work. No matter how much external controls are applied no
meaningful long-lasting reform will happen. The Qur'an said that you must
understand that actions as well as intentions of the heart both produce results. Human
beings must understand that Allah is aware of the thoughts inside their hearts (67:13);
that is, they cannot hide anything from Him.
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Scope and characteristics of societal justice

Dear friends! The Qur'an says that Allah is a kind of judge that He is aware of even
what is going on in your hearts. As for societal justice, it is there in our society. In this
kind of justice, when a crime happens and when there are witnesses for it, then only it
is called a crime. But this system cannot have grip over the intentions of the heart.
The justice system of Allah is not dependent on outside witnesses and it does not
require appointment of outside judges. This system has an eye on the thoughts that
are still in the form of intentions in the heart. The social reform in Allah's system
starts from intentions, from desires, from wishes taking place inside the heart. Once
they change then the outside world changes. This is the reason Allah says that He is
aware of the passing thoughts in the hearts of human beings. Listen to the evidence!
Doesn't He, who created you, not know what is going on inside you? What an
evidence this is?! If someone designs and makes a machine, won't he know what is
going on within it; that if something is wrong with it then won't he be able to know
why? Wouldn't a clock designer be able to know why a clock is not working
properly? What an evidence the Holy Qur'an provides! The Creator who created
human being won't He be able to know what is going on in the heart? Except Him
who else could know what is going on? One who did not create human being? And
He is “Wa huwal latiful khabir” (67:14). How can one translate this verse?! One
cannot really translate Qur'anic words. Now by this word “Latif” we normally mean
“delicate” but there is another English word “subtle” which better captures its
meaning. This is something that is not obvious but one can feel it. One has to have a
different “eye” for it. This can be illustrated by a verse:

How could I tell him what the “blood” of intense desire is?
He is insisting to see its “color” and to know what its “smell” is!

There is no color or smell of the “blood” of intense desire. But only those who have
mind's eye can recognize it. Something to recognize this is what is called in Arabic
'Latif”. This shows how great the Qur'an is! How deep are its concepts!!

Dear friends! The Qur'an has said that criminals will be recognized from their
foreheads (55:41). A momin acquires this visionary power from the Qur'an. There is
this beautiful hadith of the Prophet (PBUH): “Be afraid of a momin's visionary power
because he sees through the light of Allah”. And the light of Allah is none other than
the Qur'an. Through the Qur'an a momin acquires this power. Now within the human
limitation a person could acquire this power. But Allah's attributes are absolute and
complete and infinite. Human beings cannot acquire His attributes to that extent. But
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amomin acquires the color of Allah by imbibing His attributes in his character within
human limitation. Remember! To the extent these attributes a person keeps imbibing
in his character to the same extent he will continue to become momin. And in a
society, in a system, and in a state, if these attributes of Allah take hold and reflect the
color of Allah then only that society, that system, and only that state will be called
Islamic. Then only that state will be called the Qur'anic state.

Dear friends! We have completed up to verse 14. We will continue from verse 15 in
the next dars.

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what we
speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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