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The Missing Link

Dr. Mansoor Alam

“It was during the ten years of 'Umar's caliphate that the most important
conquests of the Arabs occurred,” says Michael Hart in his book, The 100.
“Caliph Umar's reign saw the largest expansion in the history of Islam. To
sustain this expansion he embarked upon one of the most innovative
administrative reforms the world had yet seen. Political, economic, and social
reforms which he instituted, to run the affairs of the state, became the model
for efficient public administration. In a very short time he transformed the
primitive and essentially local administrative structure into the most modern
and global one of its time. People enjoyed basic human rights and freedoms
during his rule, essentially unheard of at the time. If an old woman could
question and criticize Caliph Umar in public without fear of retribution, then
there could be no doubt about the freedom of expression prevailing during his
rule.”

Encyclopedia Britannica (in its concise edition) notes that Caliph Umar's
mandates, “affected taxation, social welfare, and the empire’s entire financial
and administrative fabric” and that “he was noted for his justice, social
ideals, and candor.”

Among "Umar's most significant developments (mentioned in Abu Hilal
al-"Askari's Kitab al-Awa'il and Tabari's history) are:

e Establishment of Bayt al-mal or The Department of the Treasury

e [Establishment ofthe judicial branch of the government, i.e., courts

ofjustice

e [Establishmentofthe Hegira calendar

e Organization of War Department

e Putting army reserves on payroll

e Establishment of the Land Revenue Department

e Survey and assessment of lands

e Establishmentofa Census Department

e Establishment of provinces and districts (within each province)

e Establishment oftaxation and customs departments

e Organization of the Police Department

e [Establishmentofmilitary barracks at strategic points
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e Establishmentofresthouses on the way from Mecca to Medina for
the comfort of travelers
Establishment of a welfare allowance for children.
Provision for the care and bringing up of foundlings.
Declaration of the end of slavery (whether Muslim or non-
Muslim).
Stipends for the poor among the Jews and the Christians.
Establishment ofa Department of Public Education.
Development ofa system of canals and dams.
Development of new cities and roads.

To efficiently run the affairs of these various departments Caliph 'Umar
established (what in modern times is known as) a government secretariat.
Every government department had an office within this secretariat where
separate registers were kept to deal with matters of the state. All official
business of the state was documented in writing. Written memos were
routinely issued by the Caliph to his government officials (including
provincial governors). Treaties and agreements with other states were
concluded and their texts kept on record within these offices.

But here is a point worthy of special note.

The Islamic state was established during the Prophet's time. This region
expanded during the period of Caliph Abu Bakr and reached to about two and
half million square miles during Caliph Umar's period. During this entire
period (and even during Caliph Usman's period) Medina was the capital of the
[slamic state. The aforementioned secretariat, including all of its offices was
in Medina.

Is it not surprising then that not a single original written record of that time
exists today?

Medina, according to the historic record, has remained free from natural
disasters. Neither earthquake, nor large fire is known to have occurred in
Medina and there is no record of any calamity that could account for the
destruction of so significant a collection of data.

Never has Medina come under the control of a crusading army or been
subjected to an event that could explain why the records are missing. From the
era of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) until the current day, Medina has
remained under the continuous control of Muslims in a land well cared for and
revered. Under these circumstances it is perplexing to figure how it came to be
that no trace remains of such significant records. What has happened to all the

e @& o o
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documents? Who took them? Were they destroyed and if so, why?

Historians who have presented recensions of some of the records of those
times have not mentioned where they saw the originals or what happened to
them. There is no trace of the original records in our history books.

Early historians such as Ibn Hisham (d. 833c¢) and Imam Tabari (d. 923c¢)
attempted to discern the more credible aspects of legend but lacked authentic
documentation for reference. Hadith collectors, such as Imam Bukhari (d. 870
(), strove endlessly, (according to their own accounts), in search of original
material for their books. Diligent researchers traveled to far off places and met
hundreds and thousands of people. If there were written records available
anywhere, it is reasonable to expect they would have found them. It is evident
then and necessary to note that there were no original records to be found at
that time, thus the early historians endeavored to compile their books on the
basis of oral narrations. [Given this situation, it seems strange that we find in
our history books detailed dialog, verbatim, between two soldiers in a
battlefield, neither of whom survived!]

The original written documents that once existed were a precious historical
treasure deeply relevant to the precedents established within early Islamic
history. These valuable records should have been preserved as a sacred trust
for the Muslim ummah. They would have proved valuable as a guide and blue
print for the establishment and management of a true Islamic state. They
would also have served as a worthy deterrent to anyone who tried to change the
basic nature of Islam.

The inexplicable loss of records integral to early Islamic governance leaves
questions that must be considered. Were there Muslims within the community
who wanted to change Islam's political and economic structure who may have
felt that their desired alterations would not have been possible in the presence
of documents that establish an Islamic precedent? Would Muslim kings have
been able to rule abjectly in the name of Islam had records existed that
established a set parameter? Was clemency in Islamic governance as
established by Caliph Umar an inconvenient barrier to those who sought
absolute power?

If a subsequent ruler or 'ulema aspired to subjugate the masses, for
example, by imposing excessive ritual upon the people, the presence of
documentation specifying the natural order of the community, would have
prevented deviations from the Prophet's model. Without the original record,
however, no evidence could be brought forward to bar whatever abuse or
innovation a leader wished to impose upon the community. What led to this
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precarious development and what disaster, intrigue or tragedy could explain
this mystery?

These are all questions worthy of our consideration. Yet, surprisingly, we
find little to no research into what essentially amounts to a 'missing link' in our
history. Although there are orientalists who look to this mystery with some
interest, Muslims seem willing to sit content with their retellings rather than
wanting to rise to seek out all relevant records and historic references to early
[slam or to establish a renewed social ethic by returning to the heart of the
revelation itself. It is discouraging to see that the majority of our historians and
legalists are more intent on recycling the oral accounts that supplanted our
history rather than searching to discover the authentic remnants meant to serve
as our sacred trust.

Archeologists have found the Code of Hammurabi from the ruins of the
ancient Babylon and Nineveh. They are busy discovering the ancient
civilization of Egypt from the writings on the stones and walls in the tombs of
the Pharaohs. Historians have even found the Dead Sea scrolls from the time
before Christ. But, as noted before, not a single written document (related to
the government of the Islamic state) has ever been found from the city of
Medina when it served as the capital of Islam. [The few letters of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) that have come to our attention have come to us from
areas outside of Medina under the control of non-Muslims.]

As far as we can determine, no historian has ever made an investigation into
the whereabouts of the original written documents from the period of Caliph
Umar. Is this investigation not worthy of our attention? We should keep in
mind that Caliph Umar's established parameters for running a government is
generally recognized as a model for good governance even by non-Muslims.
[Gandhi often cited Caliph Umar's period of rule as a model of good
governance.| Imagine the difference it would make to us had the original
documents been preserved. It would aid us in defining the Islamic way of
governance, in helping us resolve our endless sectarian arguments, in deciding
what is (or 18 not) according to Shariah and in removing controversies
surrounding secular versus conservative forms of Islamic government.

In considering the many benefits of the original documents that Caliph
Umar left in our care, what would we say were he able to ask us what happened
to this well-formulated and thoughtfully documented system of governance
established as a just Islamic State? What could we possibly say?
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Surah Al-Takwir (2 53Y) — Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 30: Chapter 11
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is July 27, 1984 and today's lecture starts with verse Surah

Al-Takwir (,25531). This is chapter 81 of Parah (part) 30 of the Holy Quran (81:1).
The importance of metaphorical meaning of Quranic words
As a way of introduction let me repeat once again what I mentioned at the

beginning of Parahs (parts) 29 and 30: that in these parts especially the Quran
presents descriptions of certain critical events, e.g., that moon will be split; that
sun will disintegrate or will be eclipsed; or that darkness will take over the sun; or
that stars will get scattered around; or that the sky will be rent asunder; or that
mountains will crumble etc. .. In these two parts such words will often come. I had
mentioned in the beginning itself that if we take the literal meaning of these words
then it will mean that this physical Universe will end one day. This Universe is not
eternal and it is bound to end one day anyway. So, these descriptions in the Quran
could be taken literally that these events will occur in the physical Universe. But I
do not give preference to this meaning. It is okay that this Universe will end one
day. But the basic aim of the Quran is to guide humankind, to solve human
problems. Itis to establish a system that will lift mankind in terms of its humanity.

This is the proclamation and the calling of the Quran.
But if the relationship of these events is that this physical Universe will end

one day, then there is nothing in this as for as human guidance is concerned. But
the Quran is guidance for humanity until the Day of Judgment. Who knows when
this Universe is going to end? But the scientists of the West are working hard at it.
They have found that Sun's temperature is slowly — albeit very slowly — going
down and the Earth's movement is being affected. The solar system may
disintegrate after billions of years. But human beings who are now here and those
who will be around until that happens — for them there is no guidance in it. That is
why I adopted the policy of giving preference to metaphorical meanings of these
verses over their literal meanings. This is true in every language — words having
both literal as well as metaphorical meanings. This is also true for Arabic
language and Quranic words. If we take the metaphorical meanings of these
events described in the last two chapters of the Quran then two things come out in
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front: 1) the revolution that occurred at the hands of the Prophet (PBUH) and

companions; and 2) the revolution that will occur slowly and gradually.
A new human period and the Quran
My dear friends, during the first period of Islam — the period of the Prophet

(PBUH) and companions — the revolution that shattered the evil forces of
darkness and injustice could also be described by these words. Shortly after this
shining period the forces of darkness raised their ugly heads again and a slow
process of gradual revolution that started thereafter could also be described by
these words. Demands of time will slowly lead humanity towards that shining
period once again; and through the hands of'a dedicated group of people that same
period which was produced by the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions — that is,
the period where the Quran provides gravity for the collective; the period of fair
and just treatment of all human beings; the period of equal dignity of all

humankind —will return.
Instead of taking literal meaning of these words if we take metaphorical

meaning then it would mean the revolution that occurred at the hands of the
Prophet (PBUH) and companions. Also, this meaning refers to signs that the
Quran has mentioned will appear during the slow and gradual process of
revolution for the humanity to reach that shining period of human dignity and
fraternity once again. There is no guidance for humanity if we take the literal
meaning of how this Universe will end; and that is why I do not take the literal
meaning of these words. On the other hand, the metaphorical meaning provides as
guidance for humanity in relation to the grand revolution the Prophet (PBUH)

and his companions brought about and established the system of universal
sustenance. And again that universal system will replace all other systems of life
in a gradual and slow revolution whose signs have been given by the Quran as
guidance towards that goal. If we keep these introductory remarks in mind then
there is no difficulty in understanding the verses of these last two parts of the
Quran. This is the principle I have adopted for my understanding of the Quran;
and this is the way [ explain it to others.
The reality of splitting of the moon
My dear friends, if you remember in the verse 1 of Surah Al-Qamar — <)
AEREL - the words 42l (Al-Saa'ah) and jﬁl (An-Shagga) have come.
Our traditional translators and interpreters take 2k (Al-Saa'ah) to mean the
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Day of Judgment and 8| (4n-Shagga) to mean the miracle of the splitting of the
moon. It is mentioned in hadith that the Prophet (PBUH) signaled at the moon and
it split into two. But those friends who come regularly to my lectures know that
this verse really signifies the revolution that occurred at the hands of the Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions. The power and the elitism of the Quresh
disappeared after this revolution. The Quresh who didn't let anyone breath
suffered defeat after defeat at the hands of the Prophet (PBUH) — an orphan who
when he first raised his call there was no one even to second it. When he started
forming his group of volunteers only the poor, the downtrodden, and the enslaved
answered his call. And in the thirteen years of Prophet's life in Mecca only a
handful joined his group so much so that history reports that only 313 were in the
battle of Badr with him facing the mighty Quresh who were more than thousand
in number and had come all the way from Mecca to Medina to attack the Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions. Battle after battle they kept on attacking until,
finally, they assembled all the tribes — called the battle of Ahzhaab — and they
wanted to wipe out the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions once and for all who
had taken refuse in Medina. One can easily see the asymmetry of this warfare
waged by the Quresh: one side was the mighty army of Quresh laden with all the
instruments of war in large numbers; and a meagre group of refugees not even
properly equipped to fight a small army let alone all the combined tribes of the
Quresh as well as their allies. And to say at this time that a grand revolution is
coming — €)X — that would spell disaster for the Quresh would simply
have been unbelievable. Who would have thought that this tiny group of refugees

would defeat the mighty Quresh and their allies?!
My dear friends, the symbol of Arab Jahiliyya (i.e., the period of ignorance)

was the moon. To mention that a nation has been defeated; that its power has been
shattered — it is common practice to say that its flag has been split and torn apart.

&) (4n-Shagqa) means to become torn apart. This is what had happened to
Quresh — if we take the metaphorical meaning. The literal meaning of moon
actually splitting does not fit here. Also, it is mentioned in Surah AI-Qivamah:

B e@z#;  (75:9) — and the sun and the moon are brought together. If we
take the literal meaning here then we cannot understand anything.
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I do not have right to take metaphorical meaning on my own
My dear friends, here again we are told that sun and moon will be brought

together near the end of the world resulting in its destruction. But if we take its
metaphorical meaning then a very important meaning comes out. But let me

emphasize that it is not up to me to take any metaphorical meaning that I want.
The Quran is a book of clear (Mubeen) Arabic language the metaphorical
meanings are written in Arabic lexicons. It is written there that sun was symbol of
Iran's flag and the moon was that of Arab's. Arabs and Iranians did not like each
other. Iranians considered the Arabs not even worth fighting against let alone
making friends with. Iran was the superpower of those days on one side of the
Arabs and the Romans were the superpower on the other side. Both of them didn't
care about the Arabs. But the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions clashed with

both of them.

Sun and moon getting together

My dear friends, as I mentioned the sun was the symbol of Iran and the moon
was the symbol of the Arabs. Although being physically closer both were poles
apart from each other in culture, behavior, and lifestyles. Both were enemies of
each other. But the Quran says: il (75:8) — and the moon is darkened. If
we take the literal meaning then it does not make any sense. But if we take the
metaphorical meaning then it means that the power of the Arabs will get
weakened; that their power will be eclipsed. What would happen then? R~

58l 48 (75:9) —Iran (sun) and Arab (moon) will be brought together. And the

history bears testimony that Iran was conquered and both (Arab and Iranian)
regimes became one. Not only that the Byzantium also became part the same
Islamic state with same government, same system, same caliphate. No one could
have imagined that this would happen even few years before that grand revolution
at the hands of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) that resulted in the union
of the sun and the moon. Did you see how, by taking metaphorical meaning,
things became so clear and, further, that are also supported by historical evidence.
There is no confusion, there is no doubt, and there is no guesswork or miracle. The
plain truth about that grand revolution comes out by taking the metaphorical

meaning supported by Arabic lexicons.
Now, today, we are taking up verse 1 Surah A/-Takwir (2530 that sums up the
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essence of the meaning in such few words: é,j‘fﬁﬂ!ﬁl (81:1) whose literal

meaning is: when the sun is shrouded in darkness [Asad]. The biggest autocratic
empire (Mulukiyah) of the day having the symbol of power as sun will be

shrouded in darkness; its system will be wrapped up.
My dear friends, Al-Takwir (_2553) means enfolded; enwrapped like the way a

turban is wrapped around the head: the head stays in its place but the cloth is
wrapped around by moving it around the head. This kind of enwrapping of
alternating movement of days and nights around the sun is called Al-Takwir

(ET )
Hiding of the sun beneath the throne
My dear friends, what to say of these Arab people! In those days from where

these people got this concept of enwrapping by alternating motion of days and
nights is simply amazing! But look at our latter-day interpreters and narrators of
hadith and their reply to where the sun goes in the night? The hadith says that the
sun hides beneath the thrown of God in the night and the angels push it out in the
morning! This cannot be the hadith of the Prophet (PBUH). The mental level of
the narrators of hadith was such that they could not comprehend the truth about
this; — so they came up with this hadith and people accepted this at their low
mental level. But the Quran — which is the revelation from the Creator of the
Universe — explains this phenomenon that fits exactly with modern scientific
data. But the amazing thing is that the Arabs of that period how advanced they
were in constructing their language that they had a word to describe this
phenomenon of alternation of day and nights which modern science has revealed
to be the true description. One can clearly notice the difference between the
description given in the Quran and that given in hadith. Look at how advanced the
Arabs of those days were from the point of view of language? Using the metaphor
of enfolding of days and nights in relation to the sun is a great literary style to
explain this phenomenon. Even giant poets could not come up with such a
metaphor. As I mentioned taking the metaphorical meaning of sun as Iran whose
system of Mulukiyah would be enfolded, whose flag would be enwrapped —
explains the meaning very clearly. This was a grand proclamation! This was a
huge claim considering the fact this was being announced by a weak and small
group:
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A worthless dust particle!—and claiming to build a city in a barren desert?!
This is huge claim that Iran's power (the sun flag) will be enfolded and

wrapped up! This claim was being made by the leader of by small and weak group
not having its own state — if this proclamation was made in Mecca or at most

having a city-state if it was made in Medina. This is the meaning of the verse 12!

2808 (81:0).
Style of the Quran —an interesting event
My dear friends, I have mentioned this many times before: the Arabs, until

today, have not been able to decide what the style of the Quran is. There are great
literary luminaries and poets among Arabs. There are many non-Arab experts of
Arabic literature who could not decide the style of the Quran —whether it is poetry
or prose. These are the only two styles in literature. There was a news item
recently that an American musician, on hearing the recitation of the Quran, asked
whose poetry it was that was being recited? He was extremely surprised when
told that this was not poetry but prose. He exclaimed: this is prose and it has such a
beautiful rhythm? — This is not possible; that for musical rhythm poetry is
essential; that you cannot sing any prose in such beautiful rthythmic style? He
proclaimed that this cannot be prose and became obsessed with it. He went to
several reciters of the Quran and listened to many Surahs of the Quran. When he

came to Surah Al-Rahman and listened to its recitation then he became a Muslim.
My dear friends, this is the reality of the Quran — so far it could not be decided

what its style is — whether prose or poetry. There is so much rhythm in its
recitation that a classical musician becomes captivated by it. If you have even a
little bit of knowledge of classical music then you would know that classical ragas
rhyme perfectly with Quran recitation. It is a strange thing — the Quran is a book of

prose but when it is recited then it fits in perfectly well with classical music.
Itis a different thing
My dear friends, [ know some classical music. I know the difference between

the Hejaz and the Egyptian style of recitations: Hejaz style is in raga Bhairon and
the Egyptian style is in raga Bhairawi over which the listeners feel rapturous
although itis not poetry that is recited. I am talking here of style, not meaning. The
meaning of the Quran is altogether a different matter. I have pointed this out here
because the verses which we are discussing in our lecture today have within them
beautiful rhythm. Take a look and feel the rhythm:
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seld gl 3L 256018 8453 581955 (81:1-9). The standard translation: WHEN
THE SUN is shrouded in darkness, and when the stars lose their light, and when

the mountains are made to vanish, and when she-camels big with young, about to
give birth, are left untended, and when the seas boil over, and when all human
beings are coupled [with their deeds], and when the girl-child that was buried

aliveis made to ask: for what crime she had been slain [ Asad].
What to say of this rhythmic flow my friends! Whether or not one understands

the meaning one is immediately transported into ecstasy just by reading these
verses! And this is not poetry. The writer Himself had to say it is not poetry. He
said that We have not taught Our Messenger poetry; that poetry is not worth his

high status. This is entirely a different thing!
1 saw beauty all the world over;
But you are different altogether!
The Quran is not poetry. It is not prose. Then what is it? Well! It is something

else. Until today, in these 1400 years, anyone who has examined the Quran from
literary point of view comes to the conclusion that it is something entirely
different. Friedrich Nietzsche appreciated it. He said that the language of
revelation is neither prose nor poetry. The last book he wrote is a unique book. He
has coined a new phrase to describe this book as if it were written in a new
language which was neither prose not poetry. He abandoned both these specific
styles for writing this book and said that it is something different. However,
human mind has not been able to come up with a style that resembles the style of

the Qumn
;uﬂd'll.s! (81:1)—Iran's flag will be folded. This is being told in a passive

tense in which the noun is not revealed. It is not told explicitly how or when this
will be done or who will do this. But the Quran does say emphatically that it will

happen; that it will be the case.
Iran and Rome were the superpowers of those days. They had established

small satellite states (or stars) all around bordering the Arabs. It is these satellite
states that the Prophet (PBUH) and companions had their initial clashes with.
These were not powers (sun or moon) themselves but were their little stars of their
influence bordering the Arabs. The Quran says: éj;ﬁL’.;g!Hﬂ; (81:2) — and
when the stars lose their light. 238" (Kadarat) means: to get scattered; to lose
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luster; to become depressed; to become weak; or to get extinguished. The Quran
has brought the word # s> (Nujoom or stars) in reference to the words <& (Qamar
or moon) and u= (Shams or sun). The Quran uses the words “sun” and “‘moon”
to represent big powers and their little satellites by the word “stars”™; and it uses
the word “mountain” or Jua (Jibal) to describe the powerful tribal leaders within

2,9

these satellite states: J;.»:thﬂfsl; (81:3) —and when the mountains are made to

vanish [Asad]. This is the third level of power.
Alllevels of autocratic authority and power were smashed
My dear friends, the Quran has pronounced the end of each and every level of

unjust authority and power: superpowers will be made to become extinct; their
satellite states and tribal leaders behaving as powerful as mountains will be
crumpled and made dustbowl. This will be the result of the grand revolution that
will occur at the hands of the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions. And history
bears testimony that this great revolution in the history of humankind did occur:
the moon of the Arab Jahiliyyah was split and torn; the powerful sun of Iran was
folded and wrapped; satellite states under the influence of Rome and Iran were
laid low and extinguished; and their tribal leaders as powerful as mountains were

crushed to dust.
The next step—the slow speed of trial-and-error process
My dear friends, the Quran has also said that after this period the three evil

forces — autocracy, priesthood, and capitalism — will raise their ugly heads and
exploit humanity for their own ends. It will take a long time after that to getto a
period of humanity because it will happen gradually by slow speed of evolution.
Revolution could happen fast but evolution happens extremely slowly — human
society, human behavior and habits, and mental attitudes — these things take long
time to change. Human intellect tries one thing and, after considerable time
elapses, when it finds that it does not solve human problems then it tries
something else. Human intellect can only proceed by trail-and-error for solving
human problems; and comes up with improved system of life after every failure.
And that is why it takes long time to change course and to change history. This
way, after multiple trials and errors and going through untold sufferings and
devastations, it reaches the same place what the revelation provides on day one as
its guidance. This is a unique thing and that is why the Quran has given so much
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importance to history and its lessons to humanity at-large. One needs to study
history from this angle to see which systems of life human intellect devised and
what wrong results it produced, and then what changes human intellect came up
with and implemented in society as a consequence. This gradual process of trial

and error continues as human history keeps moving further.
After every failed experiment humanity's next step is towards the

Quranic system
My dear friends, if you study history from this point of view then you will be

surprised to find out that any new system that humans adopted after each failure, it
was a step towards the Quranic system. It is necessary to compile history from this

pointof view. Igbal said on this issue in his own style:
Intellect and revelation both guide and lead the human column;
Intellect by slow trial and error; revelation by its self-momentum!
The intellect moves towards the destination slowly step-by-step using the

means at its disposal — by force; by wars; by shedding and spilling blood; by
torture and death; by manipulation and deception; by drowning in rivers of
human blood. But revelation lifts the curtain from reality right away and shows
the destination clearly, and takes the humanity towards that by one giant step.
This is not the result of trial and error employed by intellect but that of the push of
reality employed by revelation now preserved in the Quran. Thus revelation

economizes human effort as Igbal has alluded to.
The period Quranic rule is not far off
My dear friends, the Quranic permanent values are slowly replacing the

ephemeral man-made relative values. The Quran has mentioned signs of the
coming of that period; and I see those signs coming based on my understanding of
the Quran. [ am quite hopeful that the period of the Quran is near. Why am I so
hopeful? For that you have to look for the signs that the Quran has mentioned.
What was camel to the life of Arabs? To Arabs, camel was the most useful, the

most valuable, and the most essential means. Almost every aspect of their life
revolved around the camel. The Quran says: éIl;ZjE,]HSj_’, (81:4) — and when
she-camels big with young, about to give birth, are left untended. That is, when

the she-camel at a most valuable time in its life will become useless.
My dear friends, to say this 1400 years ago to the Arabs that a period will come

when the camels will become useless — and not just any camels but the most



,2015,3] 63 (&ALt

valuable ones called J-ie (the most useful she-camels) — this would have been
unthinkable. Not that these camels would become extinct; not that they would
suffer any natural disaster but that they would become useless. To say this 1400

years ago was an extraordinary future claim.
How would camels become useless?
Do you see how camels have become useless now? Have you noticed how

cars, trains, and planes have replaced the camels in the heartland of camels not to
mention other lands? Even small journeys are made by helicopters nowadays?
Saudi Arabia is very proud of its modern high-speed high-flying transportation
system. Camels have become useless although they were the center around which
desert life revolved there just a few short years ago. One cannot see camel
journey there anymore. Fourteen hundred years ago no one could have thought
but we now see this Quranic sign clearly —  &3ENIE;  (81:4) — as to how
camels have become useless in the life of humans now. Another sign that no one
could imagine at the time when the Quran came and which is now obvious is this:

4227

u_’.,,i;_fa;i;i?lﬂ; (81:5) — and when all beasts are gathered together. (333
(Wuhoosh) means those who live in habitat in remote deserts of Arabia or deep
forests of Australia or A frica or South America separated from settled population.
At the time of the Quran there were very few settled cities where people lived as
nation-states, especially under Iran and Rome empires. There were hardly any
cities in Arabia and most of its population used to live nomadic life in its deep
deserts. City dwellers used to call them uncivilized or (333 . They were divided
into primitive tribes and clans. They had no idea of community life as a nation.

This was the case in most places in the world at the time.
The concept of nation-state in Africa
The primitive tribes of Africa and Australia were normally referred to as

barbarians. But tribal life is disappearing now. The concept of nation-state is
emerging among the tribal peoples of Africa and South America and they are
occupying seats at the UNO as member states. Many do not know even the names
of these new countries but they are recognized as members of UNO. Many of
these countries did not exist even a few years ago. The Quran said:
&5 :_;5 ﬁﬂal: (81:5) — and those who were not even aware of the concept of
nation ( (43 ) are now becoming nations. Do you see how the Quran predicted
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this 1400 years ago? After this the Quran goes on to say: é;j-%&j@ﬂil; (81:6)
—And when the seas rise [Pickthall]. Those days when the Quran was revealed
there were very few ships prowling in the seas. And they were hardly visible.
Arabs living near the seas used to have small dingy type boats. They could hardly

imagine oceans full of ships large and small. But look what is the case now?
Oceans would become full of ships
My dear friends, the Quran says here that oceans will become full of ships. s>

(Bihar) means oceans and it also means towns and cities on the shores of oceans.
Those days when the Quran was being revealed there were very few towns on the
shores of oceans. Ships were hardly visible. But look at now? The global trade
depends on oceans. Beautiful cities are dotting on the shores of the oceans. Ships
of'all kinds are filling the oceans as if the oceans are boiling with ships. When that
happens, oceans' shores will become populated with cities all around the globe.
This is what the Quran mentions: é.;;j&ﬂﬂil; (81:7) — When the souls are

sorted out, (being joined, like with like).
My dear friends, what to say of this?! What we call means of communications

is nothing but means of joining people with people. What were these means in the
not too distant a past? — Nothing but postcards via the post office. Even the post
offices used to be in cities. Village people used to travel miles after miles to get to
the nearest post office. Often the postman used to come to a village once a weak to
deliver letters. Where there was no such facility people did not have any means of

communication to get in touch with each other.
Communications system
My dear friends, the means of communications has developed so much now

that one can talk to anyone at any time anywhere in the world instantly at the
speed of light. Communications technology has advanced to such an extent that
one can monitor heart rate of astronauts deep inside the space from here on earth. I
remember vividly when space mission to the moon was going on that a ground
controller mentioned that an astronaut was sleeping. When asked how he knows
that the astronaut was sleeping. He said that I know because the heart rate of a
waking person is different from that of a sleeping person. This is the miracle of
technology. And don't ask how far this technology has advanced nowadays? But
the Quran said this 1400 years ago: &&350s38118); (81:7) — When the souls are
sorted out, (being joined, like with like). When individuals will be joined together
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and become one. Allahu Akbar! Only Allah could say this 1400 years ago, my
friends! At that time there was no question of any sign at all of this kind of
technology. What to say of the Arabs! Even the good old post office is the
invention of the not too distant past by the West. And to say to Arabs —

&535 IS (81:7) — When the souls are sorted out, (being joined, like with
like) — was a great revolutionary thing. The next verse presents an extremely
delicate and important aspect of the Arab Jahiliyyah period that is an extremely

sensitive and challenging thing both intellectually and emotionally.
What happened when a daughter was born?
My dear friends, the most important issue of our time is coming up next which

I will it explain later. But you can imagine what the status of woman was at the
time based on the Arab Jahiliyyah tradition of burying baby daughter alive? This
was the position of woman to Arabs? The Quran, at this point, talks about woman
in general not just the baby girls that used to be buried alive. It presents this in a
style that cannot be done in any better way to capture the complaint of the baby
girl that was buried alive. As such man has always buried woman alive — be it
literally during the period of Arab Jahiliyyah or be it figuratively or otherwise in
today's so-called modern civilization. Don't ask what a captivating style the
Quran adopts to describe this! But I do not want to start this topic and leave it in

the middle. So, I will take it up in the next lecture.
My dear friends, we have completed verse 7 of Surah Al-Takwir (:s53)). We

will start the next lecture with verse 8.
#2179 o s
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O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of

what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
2015802140 Fods o losdlsirif UL etyensse b LR 2 R AL 0t
S 5t W g - Eor oo St S b1t vy Do St P b
L:,f;;lu“ta?lqgéécJLsd‘;ilrf/»nL-)L:&._wﬂuu&}?'ww&gﬁzéL;g&uu,f;y'lgj
JIEA e Sz s S Sle_ s o c&“d‘f}ﬁ@»dwjr{‘; os-Ute s 1AL

Oz I /‘f‘b’/,u:u:f&n)nru“iwuumuf@rt?.iwu,l__.»La
rlklf,sjbubl




FOUNDED IN 1938 AT THE BEHEST OF ALLAMA IQBALRAND QUA[D-E-AZAMR

c?orﬁ;g Monthly TOLU-E-ISLAM

ISSUE 25-B, Gulberg 2, Lahore, Pakistan
Phone. 042-35714546 , 042-35753666
E-mail:idarati@gmail.com
web:www.toluislam.com

u‘!u’lﬂub Srmu u,..’)&rf
n(Tc:...,Mf:5C'JI|,=LJJ;.&EJUU/U£JQTJJ):J'£ u’b:'(.f)(.f)(.ffftﬂ
VI Ll prde TP (42:7)-;[:/.,—'*"(}5’11.1",53)’




