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Tolu-e-Islam September-94 j

The Bedouins were somewhat shaky in their Faith. while Islam required
the complete submission of one's being to Allah. Here they are heing told that
thcy have to prove that Faith had really entered in their hearts. mere utterance of

words would not suffice. And they did indeed prove it.

When we say that the world-wide revolution brought about by the
Muslims of the First Period was on account of therr Faith, we really mean that the
change in the angle of their vision effected a radical change in the value and worth
of all things in the universe. The Quran demanded this kind of transformation in
self to elfect external changes in the life_and condition of people. This in the
Quranic terminology 18 " H /-J’ " - a radical transformation of
character. Many examples of such transformation can be given from the history of
carliest Muslim converts in Arabia. who brought about the greatest ideclogical

revolution the world has known.

In the Battles of Baddar and Uhad for instance the Muslim Mujahids and
the heathen Quraish were both ready 1o lay down their lives for their beliefs. But
according to the Holy Quran the former were fighting in the name of Allah
[ Ajo\ &}.\:ﬂ G - and the latter in the name of kvil - | u,"@\d.’.&:» (3. |
[4:764. The difference was in the aim and objective which was dicative of the
fact that a great psychological change had taken place in the minds and hearts ot
the newly converted Muslims. They had decided 1o replace their old ways with
Allah's prescribed way of life. The Quran calls this "change of heart"u"'/’
* and ordains it as an essential pre-requisite for changing the external condition of
a people. Rasul U llah (PBUH) [Messenger of Allah] concentrated on this
nessential pre-requisite” for he well knew that without such a "change" he could
not achicve the objective of the descent | d)/ ] of the Holy Quran, or of his
Apostleship | d.’du_a-‘v’ The quéstion arises: what is this Quranic objective
which was Rasul - Ullah's (PBUH) and his Companion’s objective of life, and 1s

now the objective of the Muslim Ummah?

(to be continued)

——
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The mere recitation of the "Kalima” is not the acquisition of Faith [ UL{} 1.
The true acquisition of Faith implies a complere change of heart. - a ereation of an
almost entirely new being - a fully developed‘and powerful instrument in the
service of Allah. When one is fully steeped in Faith the very angle of one's vision
undergoes a complete change; the path of life and its true destination is firmly

determined. The Holy Quran refers to this change in outlook as “transformation of

elf [ (37
How forcefully, meaningfulily and beautifully has this been described in
the Quran in Surah Hujrat [49], verse 14:-

"’ . £ 2" 2 2
b -
"These Bedouins say "We believe - We have accepted the Faith”

p,“ 9"' ‘3£
1$e% 3 245

Say. "No, you have no Faith yet".
s 5 5 -~ N -] 3 & 3 | -
"You have [Only] submitted to the System’.

"For not yet has Faith entered your hearts." (49:14)
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However. these transformations or changes of heart pertain to the
emotional. The Quran. on the contrary, lays emphasis on the ¢fiwige of valies. In
other words. this change of heart is necessary for the attainment of Quranic
values. Allama Igbal calls it development of “self' or "ego' { Lg",y;__/_-"" 1a
concept that envelops emotions as well as values. His whole philoso‘gm_\' revolves
around this peint. He considers man to be the real measure of the essence of all

things in the Universe. So he lays the fullest emphasis on the development vl
‘Self”. He says:-

M,
L]

tﬁ')i‘;q.ul«—fE};JMé—d{U
L= SF )2—/‘15'2\;(9»‘::

Life is a shéll, ego a drop that enters therein.

It's a useless shell that cannot turn the drop into a precious pearl.
What an apt commentary on the life of the Muslims the World over!

In more challenging words the Allama Questions:-

P AT DY JPNT, SR8 L BV P.
e AU P Ubg R it
Why is there no tumult in your heart.
Why is yourself not stormed with Faith?

Why blame the "Moving finger" for what it writes,

Why not your own destiny dictate?

Muslimisation of the Ego

What Allama calls *Muslimisation’ of the ego [ L')C V) M{f)f ] would

in the Quranic terminology be "Complete submission of the self 1o the will of

“" i Il which is the true implication of Faith [ C)L‘:‘ 1



80

‘Tolu-e-Islam : September-94

ALLAH'S LAW OF CHANGING CONDITION OF A PEOPLE-3
by
(Izaz D.A Khan)

Note:- In the last installment (August, 1994) Quranic remedy for ills
from which our Nation is suffering was discussed. As stated in the Vesre
Il of surah 13. Allah will never change the condition of a people unless
they first change their inner self. it was brought out that Muslims of
Pakistan in particular and Muslims of the world in general. in a manner
of speaking. have established a front against Allah Himself in trying to
effect an cxternal change in our society without first effecting an internal
one in our thinking, Unless and until we bring about a radical
transformation in our "Self" (Nafs) in the light of Quranic Principles,
there can be no improvement in our social conditions. The question
discussed in the current instaliment is what is the literary and scientific
meaning of the transformation of "Scif" (Nafs). Editor

Transformation of Self | U“‘QM ]

The question arises what really 1s the literary and scientific meaning of
this transtormation of self. Perhaps a litile indulgence in poetic imagery will make
the picture clear:-

adiidbleiu
Wi Ll doboda

It dawned upon me at last

The world is nothing but my heart.

When it transforms within,

[t transforms all things without.
Or as Akhtar Shirazi puts it:-

SEefrd e LB
G s a8

Whose face was it, after looking at which

¢ cloaked in its ch_irrg B

All things around wer




