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Manzil ba Manzil (¥ ~ J y)
Chapter 2: Life's Essence (Khum-e Zindagi - SN)ad) —
Message to Fellow-Seekers
(Tulu-e-Islam Convention, November, 1957)
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: M. Alam)

Longing for the past melodies and chords;

The heart is sad, craving for lovely words!
Synagogues, Mosques, Shrines, and Minsters;

All are corrupted by half eyed Ministers!

Or, for example, when Tulu-e-Islam said that creating division in Islam is < &
(Shirk) and differences in Ummah is Allah's punishment, then an intense hostility
erupted against it. It was said that this was denial of hadith; that this was against the
Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) which says that creating differences in my Ummah is
mercy. But now it is being proclaimed by a group, which is the staunchest follower of
hadith, Jamat Ahle Hadith, that:
This narration attributed to the Prophet (PBUH) is fictitious and unauthentic; and
therefore it should not be used for evidence for hadith. [4/-1'tisaam, August 2, 1957]
This is the reality, my dear friends. And I am telling this not with any pride or swagger
but with all the humility before the Almighty, and with tears in my eyes and with
shaking lips: that in this short period of time the thick curtains which were covering
the Quranic light and its life-giving ideology for so long, have been lifting so quickly
that we may not be able to imagine the importance of'its impact — because this light is
so close to our eyes. But when future generations will cast their eyes on this period
then they may be able to judge the proper impact of this inner revolution occurring in
human minds and hearts.

People will appreciate my heart-ache after I am gone;

Their path will be easy, as thorns in the way are gone!

skskok

Law commission
A clear example of this opposition of the Quranic thought is the storm that has
erupted against my inclusion in the law commission as a member. This was reported
in the October 1957 issue of the Tulu-e-Islam. Please note that there are members in
this commission against whom these very same people (who oppose me) have given
fatwa of Quran-denial or hadith-denial, but, about whom, these custodians of
religion do not express any brouhaha for tkeir inclusion in the law commission. But
all their poison-tipped arrows of opposition have been directed only against yours
truly so much so that they started calling the commission “Parwezi commission!” It
is obvious that if their opposition was based on any principle then they would have
opposed everyone equally whom they considered Quran-denier or hadith-denier. But
that was not the case. All their charges were directed against me, which is a clear
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proof that their opposition was not based on love of hadith. The “crime” they have
charged me with is that I keep the Book of Allah at the top and I declare it to be the
touchstone for right and wrong. I have already clarified my position regarding hadith
in last year's convention, which is: that I consider every hadith that is not against the
Quran or if it does not stain the character of the Prophet (PBUH) to be true. But if they
charge someone as hadith-denier who says this, then please forgive me, no one is
exempt from this charge. As for the legal status of hadith, I have discussed this issue
in detail elsewhere and there is no need to repeat it here.

The most interesting aspect of this opposition is that the mandate of the law
commission is only to provide recommendations about the current laws in the light of
the Quran and Sunnah. It does not have any legislative or executive power. That
authority only belongs to legislative assembly which can accept or reject those
recommendations. This legislative assembly consists of many non-Muslim
members. But how ironic that those who have launched a barrage of opposition
against me have tacitly recognized non-Muslims as having legal authority to judge
whether or not any laws are according to the Quran and Sunnah? My dear friends, do
you see the pun here? These people — the so-called custodians of religion — have no
problem with non-Muslims sitting in legislative assembly with authority to judge
whether or not a law is Islamic; but they cannot stand a Muslim who has a different
view of hadith, being included in a commission that can only offer
recommendations? And this is being done to a person who has always maintained
thata legislative assembly cannot be called Islamic if it includes non-Muslims!

The reason for opposition

But, my dear friends, this opposition to the Divine message is nothing new. The
Quran tells that it has been going on since the beginning:§ #7069 5 S5t
Q”;' Py ,jﬁi; (34:34) — Whenever We sent a messenger to a nation to warn them about
the destructive effects of their unjust system, its affluent class who were lost in the
pursuit of pleasure and were used to easy life at the expense of the labor of others, told
Our messengers, “Behold! We deny that there is any truth in whatever you say and we
are notready to acceptit.”

The evidence from history about the real reason for their opposition is worth
noticing. This opposition had reached its high point during the time of Jesus and was
led by the religious priesthood — the custodians of Jewish sharia who were thirsty for
the blood of Jesus and wanted him assassinated. They were opposed because of the
bold revolutionary proclamations made by Jesus — and other messengers — against
religious priesthood. Why did the religious priesthood put up such a strong
opposition to all the prophets without exception? One cannot find the answer to this
in the popular four books of the Bible. But there is another Bible called the Bible of
Barnabas which was hidden by Christians about which I have written the story of
how it came to the surface, in my book The Heavenly Books of Religions. It is written
in the Bible of Barnabas that the priests were very worried with Jesus's




2016 58 (HEAL-L1L

pronouncements. They went to their head-priesthood and said to him that if this
person were to become the king then what we will do? It is clear from this that they
were worried about their livelihood if Jesus came to power because Jesus was not
some kind of monastic spiritual otherworldly person as he is portrayed out to be. In
fact, he was a revolutionary figure who wanted to establish the rule of God on earth.
From this it is clear that the priests were worried that their freeloading will be over if
this person came to power; that they would no longer remain parasites of the society
but they would have to earn their livelihood by working hard just like other people; or
they would have to beg in the streets by becoming beggars.
Priests never work like everybody else for their bread. They receive it as gifts from
people. So, the priests at the time of Jesus had everything worked out with the Roman
governor. They were happy with this arrangement. Roman secular government didn't
interfere in their religious affairs and didn't care how they practiced their religion.
But with the arrival of Jesus and with his revolutionary sermons the priests became
very worried. They told their people that, now, if we do any wrong then we are able to
please our merciful God by prayers and sacrifice. But if this person were to become
the king then we would never be able to please him because he will enforce the sharia
of Moses.
Did you notice my friends, what was the real reason of priesthood's opposition to all
the messengers? My dear friends, after this evidence from history, there is no need to
say anything more:

Neither the battlefield is new nor are the enemy's opposition to the truth is new;

It's the same old struggle for universal justice, the same old enemies posing as

new!
skksk

Searching for solutions

Now, my dear friends, I want to draw your attention to another issue. During the
Pakistan movement we thought that once Pakistan was created all our difficulties
will be resolved. Pakistan became a reality and our problems and difficulties
remained as usual. Again, we were told that once the constitution is created our
problems will be solved. The constitution was created and a fatwa was passed that:
“By the Grace of Allah, our state has now become Islamic [Jamat-e Islami].” Well,
instead of easing, our problems became even worse after this constitution was put in
place. Now we are hoping that once “Islamic laws” are in place our situation will
improve. Please remember! Just as when Pakistan was created our situation did not
improve; and just as when the constitution was put in place our problems didn't get
resolved; the same way when our current laws are made to comply with the “Quran
and Sunnah”, our entangled problems won't get disentangled.

Basic framework of Islamic state

For the solution to our problems there are two essential requirements. First, our
constitution should really and truly be Islamic. According to Islamic constitution, the
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reason and goals of the state — and, in fact the very justification for the existence of
the state — are: 1) the state must be fully responsible for providing all the basic needs
to all its citizens; 2) the state must provide the means and sustenance required to
develop the human potential of all its citizens and there must not be any
discrimination between individuals on any basis; and 3) Dispensation of justice
should be free for all its citizens without any fear or favor; and no decision must cross
the boundary set by Allah.
If anyone in this state sleeps hungry in the night; if anyone in this state remains
without clothes; if a family in this state remains without a roof over its head; if a child
in this state remains without proper education and training; if a patient in this state
dies due to lack of healthcare; if anyone's life, property, dignity, or honor is not
protected; if anyone does not receive justice for free according to Allah's laws — that
is, if anyone feels helpless and alone for anything in this state; then that state is
absolutely not entitled to call itself Quranic state, and its laws and its constitution
cannot be referred to as Quranic. In fact, Caliph Umar (R) went so far as to say that
even ifa dog were to die because of hunger on the banks of Euphrates, then he will be
accountable for this on the Day of Judgment. In the words of Igbal:
No one is deprived; no one remains helpless or miserable;
This is the essence of Islamic Sharia, plain and simple!

The next requirement is that everyone (including the head of the state) entrusted with
carrying out state duties and responsibilities must themselves believe in these basic
concepts in their hearts; must take the oath to enforce these values; and must lead
their own lives within the bounds set by Allah.
The state would not reflect these concepts unless these values take such deep roots in
its citizens' hearts that they will boldly proclaim:J3 SE 253088 o, Sl 2515

(i G 05 24355 (70:40-41) — The system of Divine Nourishment, which in a very

ol 0= 5o
organized manner is spread all over the universe from east to west, testifies to the fact
that We are fully capable of replacing them with better people those who obstruct the
establishment of the system of Universal Sustenance. The opponents can neither go
out of Our control, nor can they thwart Our schemes. This, my dear friends, is the
correct democracy that the Quran came to teach.

Our responsibility

But this feeling will not be born in people's hearts unless the Quranic thought is
spread in a way that affects the entire spectrum of the society and engulfs the whole
environment. And this is the responsibility, my dear friends that you have
undertaken. From this you can very well imagine how important this duty is, and how
difficult and exhaustive this work is? If you want to hear in clear-cut words then
please pay attention: Pakistan's future and the implementation of the Quran's system
in it are linked only to your efforts and deeds. I have used the word “only” not for
emphasis but to mention that it is the reality and the fact on the ground: that the voice
of Quranic thought is coming from on/y your movement and from nowhere else.
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Otherwise, you will hear only this from every quarter:
Where is the Arab who opened the evening ceremony?

Where is the Ajam who was alive with romance of love?

Is the bowl empty inside the cloak of the Sufi or is lost?

Where is the wine he laments, but no one pays attention?
So, my dear friends, think about it? If this voice of Tulu-e-Islam gets suppressed due
to our weakness or shortcoming; or due to lack of our courage or mistake — then how
serious our crime will be seen in the divine court of Nature? And how severe a
punishment will be announced against us from this divine court of justice? Then the
deprived and suffering humanity will hold us accountable because we have told them
that the cure of their disease, if it is there anywhere, it is only in this elixir of Quranic
thought that is with us. And if this thread of hope for their cure is cut from them then
they would stand up on the highway of life and block our way, and will question us:

If the urn was empty from the elixir of Quranic thought;

Why did you light a shining lamp at the door of your tavern?
If you're unable to discharge the duties in the tempest of this life;

What was the point in joining this passionate way of life?
Think my dear friends, what will be our response?
Therefore, if you want to join this movement to propagate its message then you
should accept this responsibility after due thought and understanding. Otherwise, the
effect of failure of this mission will very deep and extensive. Also, as I have
mentioned repeatedly, those who volunteer to invite others to this call must first
purify their own character and personality. Unless there is change in our own
thoughts, and unless its proof'is borne out by our own actions, we should not consider
fit to deliver this revolutionary message. I mentioned this last year and I want to
repeat again that this phase of creating Quran's revolution requires extraordinary
courage and patience. This journey is only possible to cover on the basis of purity of
thought and strength of character. There is no opportunity in it for any show off or
gaining any reward, or even the expectation of receiving any thankyous. In it, like
other parties, there are no chairs for positions to be occupied; and no status symbols
to be enjoyed. Bazm-e Tulu-e-Islam is not the name of a party. These are just
organized efforts to propagate Quran's thought and its message. That's it. Its
manifested form and the actual realization of the Quranic thought, called the Quran's
system of universal sustenance, is the ultimate goal of this movement. The sooner
you broadcast this message, the sooner this system will get established. Even in
normal situation who doesn't want this system to get established soon, and to become
the center of life and attraction for universal humankind? Who among us doesn't
wake up in the night and prays:

O rider of the stead of time! Come soon,
O light of the prospective eye! Come soon!
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Communism's flood
But considering that the condition of the country is deteriorating fast, we should not
delay even one bit in establishing this system of universal sustenance. The country
has been engulfed in poverty and hunger for a long time. But now the inflation is
touching the roof so much so that even the bread is becoming out of reach of many
people. These are the times when communism spreads like fire, and, which can only
be stopped by the system of universal sustenance. People at least, at the present time,
are willing to listen to those who want to propose a system that could solve the issue
of bread while, at the same time, protecting people's attachment to Islam. Then
people will think that this system is better than communism. But once communism
spreads then, I am afraid; people will not listen to such talks. Then our country will
become like the central Asian republics that may ask for freedom to pray and be
allowed to recite the Quran. From this you can very well imagine at what crossroads
of history we are standing; what critical period of history we are passing through; and
what is being expected of us by the demand of the times. It is sad that our custodians
of religion are completely oblivious to this onslaught of atheism and non-Islamic
flood. They are engulfed in Shia-Sunni disputes and they want to drag the people in
this sectarian strife. They consider discussing such sectarian issues as a great jihad:

Is the son of Marry dead, or is eternally alive?

Are the attributes separate from God, or aren't?

Is the one who is supposed to come, is Jesus?
Or, is he someone who will have his attributes?
Are the words of the Quran new, or they are ancient?
In which ideology is the salvation of the dead Ummah?

These custodians of religions are busy encircling their sculpted idols and the devil
has commissioned his agents in full force to keep shooting tranquilizer darts at
people filled with subliminal messages:

Keep them busy reciting Allahu every morning;

Make them habituated to monastic way of living!

This way the devil makes sure that the true message of the Prophet (PBUH) remains
hidden from people's eyes forever. This way the devil makes sure that the true Sharia
of the Prophet (PBUH) never comes out into the open. And, on the other side are the
politicians; There is no better way to portray them than what the Quran itself has said:
98 2 e o8 4 43 9% Gl §) 5.251(14:28) — Have you not considered those who
exchanged the favor of Allah for disbelief and settled their people [in] the home of
ruin? [Asad]. There were nations on whom Allah had bestowed His bounties but their
leaders used these bounties against Allah's Laws and thus led their caravan to a
market where none was interested in their worthless merchandise. Our leaders have
dragged the people to Hell and are themselves busy fire-dancing. They don't care
what happens. So, my dear friends, under these conditions you can very well imagine
that your responsibility becomes even more important and serious.
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At this point [ want to mention an issue that many friends find it confusing and often
ask me about it. They say that other movements are moving fast and our movement is
moving very slowly. This is true but the people who say this ignore the fundamental
difference between common public movements and the one that is based on
revolutionary call for establishing the Quran's universal sustenance.
A fundamental difference
Please note that whoever stands to promote the status quo and follows the
establishment — without paying any attention to right and wrong — his life journey
becomes very easy and full of happiness. For him, every valley is picturesque and full
of beauty, and every corner filled with the smell of popular fragrance. The very first
day when he raises his voice he finds thousands of echoes in his support. Whenever
he speaks he makes sure that that is what people want to hear. When he provides
“proof” for the existing rites and customs — and which rites and customs are not there
for which some “rational proof” cannot be provided — then a great crowd of people
confer on him the title of “the greatest thinker” of the time. Wherever he goes
thousands of people follow him. This way he becomes the undisputed leader of the
people. His followers shower him with flowers and slogan of “long live, our leader”
wherever he goes; and they submit to his every command in blind obedience. He is
provided with all the comforts and conveniences of life; and his followers circle
around him always ready to serve him. His every work is done free of charge by his
followers because they think that serving him brings thousands of blessings.
Whomever he considers his opponent or a critic, all he has to do is to tell his follower
that this person is questioning your ancestors and their sacred ways — and then his
followers make sure that that person is taken to task or he is disappeared from their
way, while all the while considering this effort as “jihad” in the way of God. And for
this purpose, a mound of wealth is put at the leader's feet; and groups of volunteers
are ready to sacrifice their lives at his slightest behest. In short, anyone who stands to
uphold the status quo and people's prevalent beliefs an customs garners instant fame
and fortune and his movement spreads like fire.
In contrast, think about a movement which, instead of moving with the flow of the
popular wave, flows against it and tries to channel it in the right direction. This
movement takes every belief or ideology and tests it against the touchstone of &~
(Hagq) and Jb\ (Baatil) and declares it as such without mincing any words what is
revealed by this touchstone. When the caller of this movement points out the
prevalent wrong ideologies and beliefs then he finds himself alone in this call. He
does not find any trustee and confidante. No one comes out in favor of his call. No
one wants to stand shoulder to shoulder with him. He takes his message from place to
place and says to everyone:
Come to another place to learn eloquence;

But this sounds as strange speech in the town!

And no one wants to listen to him. He gets tired and sits down in deep thought and
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reflects:

May be I am the first human being from another world!
But the truth of his message and his deep faith in that truth does not let him sit quietly.
He stands up again and tries to give his message in a different style. Some people
come to him and appreciate his message and claim to agree with him. But knowing
that how harmful their superficial knowledge could be to themselves and to this
revolutionary movement, he tells them:
Birds in the garden don't recognize me;
Sitting in the branch-nest I am singing alone!
This is not for the faint hearted to manage;
Whose color changes due to fear or shame?
He keeps repeating his message like this until it starts reverberating in the
environment and starts making an impact. The people who find this message
threatening to their self-interests in this revolutionary message gang up against him.
He finds alone in this crowd of opposition and prays to Allah:
Care taker of the night is my enemy;
So pour more oil in my lamp all night!
This is the revolutionary movement my friends, that you are a part of. You can very
well imagine why it is so slow. But the reality is that you should consider yourselves
fortunate that with such lack of resources, and in such a short time, this movement
has produced such fruitful results. Otherwise, in most such movements its caller
comes alone, and remains alone, and then departs alone, saying:
When I travelled on my journey past this world;
Everyone said that I knew this departed man!
But those who claimed to know did not have idea;
Whence he came from, what he said, and to whom!
That is, he has a mass of people around him but no one knows what his message is.
These are the people about whom the German poet Rilke says:
Each torpid turn of the world has such disinherited children, to whom no longer what
has been, and not yet what is coming belong.
That s, they are deprived of both the past and future. This is the state of the caller ofa
revolutionary movement: to whom the present system is false and the values for
which he struggles to replace it with have not yet become perceptible in his life time.
He comes alone in the world and after watering the soil of revolution leaves it to
posterity to reap its fruits. He does not feel sad for why he himself did not see the
fruits of his struggle? Now you can understand my brothers, why your movement is
so slow.
skkosk
Now, my dear friends, [ want to say something about your organizational effort for
this movement called Tulu-e-Islam, whose second annual convention is taking place
right now. I was spreading the message of this movement on individual basis largely
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through the monthly Tulu-e-Islam magazine for a long time. Friends who agreed
with its message also tried to spread it individually. Few years back friends from the
town of Mardan wrote that they have formed a Bazm (group) of friends aligned with
and passionate about this movement's message. The purpose is to collectively try to
understand and spread the message of Tulu-e-Islam in an organized way. I told these
friends that the idea is good and your intentions are pure but please be extremely
careful that this organized effort does not take the shape of a party, because if that
were to happen then we will go against the very foundation on which the entire
structure of Quranic thought and system stands. This is how my friends, the first
Bazm came into existence. Thereafter, friends from other towns and cities formed
similar Bazms. As I said, these Bazms were nothing more that organized group
efforts to learn and to understand the Quran's message; and to think appropriate ways
to spread it. There were no formal rules and regulations and no documented
constitution or bylaws regarding the formal operation of these Bazms. These were
just individual gatherings of friends passionate about Quranic thought, and eager to
see its expression in the form of the system of universal sustenance in the real world.
When the number of these Bazms increased, friends from Lahore suggested that
there should be introduction of the people involved in these Bazms so that this work
could be pushed further by the joint effort, cooperation, and coordination among the
Bazms. This led to the first convention of Tulu-e-Islam. Those friends who
participated in that convention may have noticed that this was a unique and
substantive gathering of its type. It seemed as if it was a family gathering in which
family members were talking about love and affection; and thinking of ways to
enhance and promote the wellbeing of the family. There was a special kind of beauty
in the simplicity of this gathering and a special sense of purity in this beauty. All these
things were there but there was this fear in my heart that — God forbid — if this
movement were to turn into a party then it will nullify my lifelong effort. Some of my
friends say that you are too sensitive in this matter. But what can I say to them except
to say that?

I have seen the virtuous one broke his wine cup?
And multiple colors in bubbles bursting in the river!

If you remember, this was my (real or imaginary) fear [ had and that is why I stressed
so much that this group effort must not become tainted with party color.
Underground opposition

It seems the success of last year's convention had created turmoil in the hearts of
those opposed to the thought and the message of Tulu-e-Islam. So, they devised a
new tactic for their sinister activities against it. The Quran tells us regarding
the People of the Book that when all their destructive activities failed to harm
the revolutionary movement of Islam then they changed their gear and
adopted a new weapon for their opposition. They had consultation among

themselves: Gz a5 8T LA G B O3 BT il S8 JaTestalE &16s (3:72) —
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Another section of the Ahl-ul-Kit'ab (People of the Book) resort yet another
subversive technique. They tell their people: “Join the Muslims at the day
break, pretending to be believers and leave them at the close of the day. During
this period engage in discussions, designed to create doubts in their minds. In
this way it is possible that some of them retract, from their Iman.” They exhort
their people: “Talk to the Muslims but only accept what is said by those who
follow your religion. Do not admit that the like of what has been imparted to
you has been imparted to others; and also do not admit that any plea advanced
by your opponents will prevail against you before Allah.”

Creating doubts, inciting suspicion

These were the people from whose conspiracies the Quran wanted to protect

e 5 2.9 s 7 NL

. . . . p W] s, ~/ < 5” W
the believers (Momineen) when it said:60&) 3008 Cuuma SN 6L e IsE e

508528102 (114:4-6) — While strictly adhering to the Divine Laws, we have
to be extremely cautious of the people who come stealthily to whisper into
peoples' ears and then withdraw, thus creating doubts in their minds and
weakening their firm resolve. All this is done by people who are known and
familiar to you as well as by strangers; as well as through intangible forces
(which operate through imperceptible psychological propaganda). In order to
sustain the Divine System, one has to be very careful and cautious of these evil
and destructive forces. The only way to do so is to always fully obey the Divine
Laws. By this they wanted to weaken your resolve:ywla 5545 %ﬁﬁ‘ég‘l‘.&éﬁ;ﬂjﬁ o

[P

©9w 18} (113:4-5) — The opponents of this System will unleash propaganda
which, through its psychological effect, could weaken our firm resolution;
dampen our spirits; and create doubts in our minds. This may result in our
convictions being shaken. Therefore, we also have to be careful of and
cautious about such activities of the opponents. Also, there will be people who
will be extremely jealous of our successes. We also have to be careful of their
jealously and malice. These are the evil and destructive forces which we have
to remain careful about. The practical way to ensure this would be to fully obey
the Divine Laws, thus remaining within their protective custody.

To be continued....
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