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A voice from the grave was heard saying:“Abdul Qadir! You

have been given a very high status by Allah; You please pray for
me."
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it is stated there, To put in the words of constitutions under preamble

in "where in the Muslims shall be enabled to order their lives in the
individual and collective spheres in accordance with the teaching and
requirments of Islam as set out with the Holy Quran and sunnah.
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What have we forgotten in Islam

The Aga Khan's diagnosis in a letter dated 4th April, 1952 to Dr. Zahid
Husain President, ArabiyyahJamiyyat, Karachi.

First of all | must thank you for so kindly praying for my health. The
Almighty has graciously allowed me some further time to be able to serve
the great cause which you and | have at heart. | had promised when | made
the donation of Rs. 10,000 to send you my views and | take this occasion of
doing so.

Of late in Pakistan various people have said that the downfall of the
Muslim states during the last 200 or 300 years has been due to forgetting
Islamic principles and this is a warning for the people of the new God-given
state of Pakistan. Certainly | agree that we forgot Islamic principles in these
three hundred years, but here great care must be taken to understand what
Islamic principles we forgot and what Islamic principles we did not forget,
for, it may be, that the stress is being hid in the popular mind on what we
had not forgotten.

For instance, the Ulemas in Iran were ever more powerful, more
influential, more believed in, more obeyed than in the early part of the 19th
century during Fatehali Shah's reign. The Shariat law was in every way
being carried out, rites and ceremonies were exactly obeyed, the poor
received regular help and assistance and Zakat was general Yet that was
for Iran the most disastrous period because they went to war, foolishly
trusting on prayers, against Russia and lost the whole Caucasus, Georgia
and half Azarbaijan.

It is generally said in Iran that the Ulemas assured the troops who
had inferior arms that if the prayer Joshaun was read, they could face the
superior armament of the Russians. Unfortunately they did and they were
massacred and defeated and had to accept finally the humiliating treaty of
Turkamanchia.

During the same 18th/19th centuries in Turkey and North Africa also,
the rites, ceremonies and alms for poor were carefully carried out and yet
those were the years of the disastrous wars with Russia and Austria with
regular loss of territory. Only in India we can say that the downfall was due
to the forgetting of our principles of rites and ceremonies and Shariat law,
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but here apart from such failures, the same forgetting of another
fundamental Islamic principle, which had led to the downfalls in Iran and
Turkey, also worked and was perhaps the principal cause.

In North Africa, from Egypt to Morocco, rites and ceremonies and the
ordinary laws of the Shariat and poor relief were strictly observed and yet
year by year throughout the 19th/20th centuries, independence was
removed and Europe conquered in one form or other, Morocco being the
last which was lost in our time for the same faults. There was another
fundamental Islamic principle which the Muslim world during the last 300
years more and more forgot and they lost everything.

Islam is fundamentally in its very nature a natural religion.
Throughout the Quran God's signs (Ayats) are referred to as the natural
phenomenon, the law and order of the universe, the exactitudes and
consequences of the relations between natural phenomenon in cause and
effect.

Over and over, the stars, sun, moon, earthquakes, fruits of the earth
and trees are mentioned as the signs of divine power, divine law and divine
order. Even in the Ayeh of Noor, divine is referred to as the natural
phenomenon of light and even references are made to the fruit of the earth.
During the great period of Islam, Muslims did not forget these principles of
their religion.

Under the Khalif Muavia and the great Omaiyyad Khalifs of
Damascus, the Islamic navy was supreme in Mediterranean, better ships,
better knowledge of wind and tide were placed at the disposal of the Muslim
navy and thus the land conquests of half Western Europe rendered
possible and easy. Even the historian Gibbon says that when the Turks
conquered Constantinople, the Muslim artillery was far superior to any
other in Europe, and far greater knowledge was known of the
consequences of powder and fire than anything that the Greeks had at their
disposal. This alone led to the rapid Turkish conquest of the Balkan
Peninsula and Constantinople and coming up to Vienna. Just as under the
great Omaiyyads they had almost reached Paris.

But at the end of the 17th century and beginning of the 18th, the
European Renaissance rapidly advanced in knowledge of nature, namely
all those very Ayats of God to which the Quran refers when Muslims forgot
the Ayats, namely natural phenomenon, its law and order which are the
proofs of divine guidance used in the Quran, but we stuck to ourrites and
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ceremonies, to our prayers and fast alone, forgetting the other half of
our faith.

Thus during those 200/300 years, Europe and the West got an
advance out of all proportion to the Muslim world and we found everywhere
in Islam (inspite of our humble prayer, our moral standard, our kindliness
and gentleness towards the poor) constant deterrioration of one form or
another and the Muslim world went down. Why? Because we forgot the law
and order of nature to which the Quran refers as proof of God's existence
and we went against God's natural laws. This and this alone has led to the
disastrous consequences we have seen.

Today public opinion in Pakistan is standing at a critical moment. If
again we look upon Islamic principles as only rites and ceremonies and
forget the real Ayats of God's natural phenomenon, then not only Europe
but China and India will go so far ahead of us that either we will become like
North Africa, humble protectorates or we may have like Turkey to throw
over much that is most valuable and precious in our mental outlook. To
avoid this, what are we to do? Any fool can tell you of the disease but whatis
the remedy, how are we to save both teaching of Islam, knowledge of
nature and our daily Islamic life of kindliness, gentleness and prayers? If
the present method by which the Ulema being brought up on one line of
studies and the scientific youth on a different one continues, then disaster
will come because there will be a fundamental misunderstanding in the
outlook of intellect and faith in the soul of the nation. We must learn from our
enemies what saved Christianity for Europe.

It was the fact that, as the Universities at the time of the Renaissance
and centuries that followed went forward with natural studies, at the same
time, the same universities had faculties of divinity in which the priesthood
was trained. The atmosphere of science permeated the atmosphere of
Christian divinity studies and the atmosphere of the Christian divinity
students permeated the atmosphere of the scientific studies; thus both
grew and developed together.

Christianity adapted itself to science, though it is anything but a
natural religion being based on fundamental irrational principles which are
the breakup of natural law and order, while science accepted these
extraordinary miracles as temporary breaks of the natural law of the
universe.

Alas, Islam, which is a natural religion in which God's miracles are
the very law and order of nature, drifted away and still drifting away, evenin
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Pakistan, from science which is the study of those very laws and
orders of nature.

You, gentlemen, have a great responsibility. The only practical hope
| seeis that all your universities in Pakistan should have a faculty of Islamic
religious and philosophical studies attached to ordinary curriculum for post-
graduate students, who alone could be recognized as Ulemas. Something
ofthe kind | know is being prepared in Egypt.

A great Muslim divine, alas dead far too soon, the late Sheikh al-
Maraghi, insisted in Azhar that natural laws should be taught according to
the latest discoveries; but if we turn to Iran, Pakistan, North Africa, outside
Egypt, we find that the Ulemas are being still brought up on the same old
lines and the modern students on a totally different line. There is no unity of
soul without which there can be no greatness.

My voice alone is the voice of an old sick man in the wilderness, but
you members of the Jamiyyat are not old members and sick men. Insist,
you who have taken up the study of the language of the Quran, to make the
spirit of the Quran also the spirit of Pakistan. Remember that in the great
first century they knew more about sea and wind than Europe ever did for
hundreds of years to come.

Today where are you? Unless our universities have the keen
graduated Ulema school for men brought up in the same atmosphere as
the science students, realizing the fundamental truth that Islam is a natural
religion of which the Ayats are the universe in which we live and move and
have our being, the same causes will lead to the same disastrous results.

You, members of the Jamiyyat should bravely request the
enlargement of our universities and the increase of their numbers on
Aligarh lines, and insist on post graduate degrees for Ulema, just as there is
for scientists brought up in the same way. | influenced my friend
MohsenulMulk to do something of the kind in Aligarh. Alas, he died and after
his death my direct influence on the powers of Aligarh got less and less,
though something of the kind to which | here refer did come upin Aligarh.

It did not go the whole way as it would have gone, still if
MohsenulMulk had lived and | had been able to continue my influence, but it
was an improvement and it has given you Pakistan. Without Aligarh no
Pakistan would have come, but to live we want many Aligarhs with science
and religious philosophy and education blended in one atmosphere
realizing that God of the Quran is the one whose Ayats are the universe.

This is my most important message to you, brothers of Jamiyyat. If
your prayers have given me life enough to write this letter, your prayers
have done some good.
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Surah 'dAbasa(u==)-Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 30: Chapter 10

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is July 20, 1984 and today's

lecture starts with verse 17 of Surah 'Abasa(u<c) (80:17).
Doubts and suspicions about the Quran
My dear friends, if you remember we have been discussing the basic confrontation
that has been going on since the beginning of time between two groups of people
broadly divided in to upper and lower classes. This division could be based on race,
ethnicity, wealth, power or influence .The lower class generally consists of those
who are the poor, the helpless, and the downtrodden of the society. The objection of
the upper or the superior class has always been that it cannot tolerate equality of
humankind; that it cannot tolerate the brotherhood humankind; that it cannot be
treated like everyone else. But this universal equality of all human kind has been
the basic revolutionary message of all the Prophets: m@lﬁ (80:11) — the Quran
is an open code of life for all humankind;ff,;&,_rﬁ (80:12) — and so, whoever is
willing will receive guidance from it. There is no question of any discrimination in
it of any type. Whoever wants to heed its advice is welcome. Status, fame, fortune,
power, superiority, etc. do not play any part in it. What is this code of lifc? The
Quran says: (80:12-14) aﬁi%jﬁég}jﬂ#aﬁ;ﬁ;&& —and so, whoever is
willing may remember Him in (the light of His) revelations blest with dignity, lofty
and pure. And: (80:15-16) 857540 é{;ﬂgﬁﬁ — |borne] by the hands of messengers
noble and most virtuous.[Asad] The Quran is recorded by those who are most
respected and dignified having spotless character. What to say of this statement my
friends? Itis as if it is being said in a rapturous mood! Even if you know few Arabic
words you will notice here that in what a delightful way this is being said what the
Quran is! It has clearly exposed the conspiracy that has occurred with the Quran;
withits Deen; and with Islam.
The strategy was to create doubts and suspicions about the Quran in the hearts of
the Ummah: to call that it is incomplete; that it is brief’ that it is confusing; and that,
therefore, it needs outside source for its explanation. That is, if these things get
drilled into people's minds and hearts then the Deen no longer remains valid, then it
no longer remains in its pure form. This was the strategy that was pursued with
deliberate planning to unplug the Ummah from Quran. And the main plan of all was
to tell that the Prophet (PBUH) did not give the Quran in complete and compiled
form to the Ummah; that this was scattered all around on date-leaves, on camel
bones, and on small clay tablets. Then, a superstructure of narrations was erected
on top of this fiction to provide reality to this myth. I have been emphasizing —and



,2015 54 (7

will keep on emphasizing until my last breath —that so long as these narrations are
given the status of Deen and not the status of history which is what they are; and so
long as figh (jurisprudence) laws are given the status of Sharia and remain
unchanged; — neither [slam nor a true [slamic government can ever get established
anywhere in the world. These lectures are being recorded for future historians — so
please keep this in mind and spread this message of truth as much as possible.
Without this no matter how much one can try there will be no progress. As long as
Muslims continue to accept as Deen these two sources —narrations and figh — Deen
will never get established.

I have written in detail about how this planned strategy to sow doubts and
suspicions about the Quran was carried out. It was done through narrations which
say that the Quran was not in the form of book; that it was not in manuscript form;
that its pages were scattered all around. Only then, after the Prophet (PBUH),
cfforts were made to collect these pages and compile them. One can sce all these
things mentioned in detail in the narrations. There is so much contradictions in
these narrations that some say that it was collected and complied during the period
of Abu Bakr (R); some say that it was done during the period of Umar (R); and still
some say that it was collected during the period of Uthman (R).One can clearly see
at play the object of these narrations. That is, first, contradictions were created and
then a committee was formed and was charged with the task to collect these
scattered verses written on different objects from different people, and compile
them in a book form. And still some verses were not found!

Search for verses related to suckling and stoning

My dear friends, this is what the narrations say.All the companions are in Medina
and the committee that was formed could not find the verses related to suckling and
stoning! On the other hand, other narrations say that the effort to collect and
compile the Quran was done because many Huffaaz (Quran memorizers) were
martyred in battleficlds. Look at the mutual contradictions in all these narrations.
There are hundreds of narrations dealing with this. One of them says that Umar (R)
told Abu Bakr (R) that if it is continued this way and hundreds of these Huffaa:z
keep getting martyred then then there would be no one left around; and, therefore,
the Quran should be written up. Now, please think about it. There were hundreds of
these Huffaaz in Medina. What prevented them in the first place from dictating the
Quran to someone so that he could write the Quran? In Taraweeh prayer we know
that when the Imam makes a mistake then he is corrected right away by another
Hafiz. What was the point then of a committee asking people to do random
searches in order to find the verses of the Quran? It therefore seems that they
purposely inserted many contradictions in the narrations to confuse people. If they
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were so many Hujffaz then why wasn't the committee composed of them, instead of
those who were randomly searching for verses?

My dear friends, in Medina, where, in the words of Umar (R), the Quran recitation
was echoing like honeybees — and, some verses cannot be found? So, 'Aisha (R)
was approached who said these verses were in the Quran but then she asked
surprisingly: were these verses part of the Quran, and what happened to them? This
response of 'Aisha is reported in narrations as if a century had passed? But this was
in Medina where all the companions were there. Anyway, according to narrations,
'Aisha told that in the aftermath of chaos that ensued when Prophet (PBUH) passed
away, our goat broke its leash and ate these verses that were written on the leaves of
date trees.

Goat ate the verses

My dear friends! These narrations regarding the collection of the verses of the
Quran are there in the six books of Hadith generally known as the six most truthful
books (SahaaSitta). The goat ate the verses! What to do then? When Umar (R), the
Khalifa, was asked about it, he said: We used to recite these verses during the
Prophet's time. Well, then why don't you put these verses in the Quran? On this
Umar (R) replied that he couldn't do that because people would say that Umar
added something on his own fo the Quran. Then what to do? Well, don't add these
verses to the Quran but their injunctions, nevertheless, would remain. This is what,
my friends, has come down to us as history of compilation of the Quran. But that is
not all. On the other hand, there are many verses in the Quran whose injunctions
have been abrogated by narrations and hadith. Then why are they there in the
Quran? The narrations tell us that they are there to recite and earn rewards: Recite a
word and earn ten rewards! — Some verses are not in the Quran but their edict is;
some verses arein the Quran but their edict isn't? Did you notice how deep this
conspiracy against the Quran was? Allah took the responsibility to protect the
Quran. It is the final, complete, unchangeable, completely protected code of life.
But the narrations are telling otherwise. These narrations are there in the six most
authentic books of hadith. But no one has the nerve to remove them from these
books. This is what has become of the Quran with us. As I mentioned Allah knows
the unseen; He knew that what these people are going to do with His Book? No, it is
not going to happen. Ef._ﬁﬂﬁf%{SO:ll) — Nay, verily, these (messages) are but a
reminder. This is an open and clear Book by following which humankind can
achieve glory and dignity.

The Quran's own evidence

My dear friends, Allah says in the Quran: (80:12-14) ﬁﬁﬂéﬂfﬁgﬁ&éﬁﬁiuﬂ
eiﬂaimd so0, whoever is willing may remember Him in (the light of His)




+2015,% 56 (NEFLLiL

revelations blest with dignity, lofty and pure. [ Asad]. Allah-u-Akbar! The Quran is
inside ofaiswa (Sahifah) — meaning it is written and complied. It is blessed with
dignity. Itis lofty and unadulterated. And further: (80:15-16) é@ﬁégéﬁéw —
[borne] by the hands of messengers noble and most virtuous. The Quran is
recorded by those who are most respected and dignified having spotless character.
i:l”: (Safrah) means clear spotless whiteness. It is also used for human inner
conscience because it comes out shining. What we say journey is also from this
word’ﬁ:(Sr.yrar); and from this attribute it also means to carry a message far away,
and make it clear and bright so that it is easy to understand. Ambassador or Safeer
(U2w) is also from the same word whose job is to spread the message of the
government far and wide. So, these are the attributes that the Quran mentions
regarding its scribes. And then it calls them‘efé’(!(c‘mam) meaning that these scribes
werefull of dignity and virtue and loftiness.Further, it also calls them 5% meaning
that they were completely free and independent of any bias and corruption. These
were the people who recorded the Quran — who had the highest moral character,
who were the most honest and dignified and who were free from any corruption —
under the supervision of the Prophet (PBUH). These are the lofty attributes that
Allah has mentioned about the scribes who recorded the Quran. And the Quran
itself says that its recording; its compilation; and its protection — all these are
Allah's responsibilities. This, my friends, is the ultimate proof from the Quran
itselfand it does not need any outside rationale for its explanation.
Another reason to create doubts and suspicions about the Quran
My dear friends, please note that Allah, the Almighty, Himself took the
responsibility to protect the Quran. This is the Quran that the Prophet (PBUH) gave
it to Ummah. But doubts and suspicions were created that he did not give the Quran
in the form of book. And to create further doubt another reason was cooked up
which has become important now. You know that the crime of this sinner is that he
keeps calling the Quran the final, the complete, the unchangeable code of Allah
that was compiled and given to the Ummah in the form of a book by the Prophet

(PBUH)himslef.
When it was mentioned to these proponents of hadith and narrations that if these

were part of the Deen then why didn't the Prophet (PBUH) compiled them in a
book form and gave it to the Ummah so that no doubts and suspicionscould arise; so
that no differences, no discrepancies,and no contradictions could remain in them.
After all these differences and contradictions are plaguing the Ummah for
thousandsof years so much so that there are differences in the form and details even
indaily prayersof different Muslims. These differences are all due to narrations. If
that is the case then the Prophet (PBUH) should have compiled his narrations —if
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these were so important as to be part of Deen—and given it to the Ummah in the
form of a complete book. May be this was an objective criticism those days. But
these days this criticism is hurled back and the proponents of hadith and narrations
demand: Prove that the Prophet (PBUH) gave the Quran in complied book form?
They insist that he didn't compile the Quran in a book — because he didn't compile
the hadith in a book? This argument — that the Prophet (PBUH) did not give a
compiled book of these (concocted) narrations to the Ummah — is being used as a
weapon now to prove that the Quran was also not given by him to the Ummah in
final compiled form as a book?!Since the prophet hood is finished, so keep hitting
your head against this stonewall of narrations? This is such a deep conspiracy that it
will not let this Ummah unite until the Day of Judgment. But these narrations are
not trustworthy. For example, this narration about the blind man is attributed to
'Aisha; and the readers think that 'Aisha narrate it to Imam Bukhari and he wrote it.
The readers get the same impression about Umar (R) and other companions as if
they narrated to Imam Bukhari and he wrote them in his book. But Imam Bukhari is
removed in time — no less 200 years — from them and he is not really writing their
sayings but collecting them after two hundred years based on a chain of oral
narrators. How exactly did he come to know whether not a narration was really
mentioned by 'Aisha ?Or by Umar or by any other companion? The common
public does not get to know these facts.

Oral chains spread over 200 years

My dear friends, these narrations were collected after 200 years after the Prophet
(PBUH). You can very well imagine how many narrators would have been
involved in all these 200 years. How did these Imams collect these narrations? First
of all no one assigned them this duty. They wandered around on their own and
asked anyone to tell whether he heard any saying of the Prophet (PBUH). When he
told yes, then he was asked from whom he heard. From my father who is dead now,
came the reply. How did your father come to know about this? From so and so,
came the answer. Now this narrator told these Imams the oral chains spread over
200 years —that so and so heard from so and so, and he, in return, heard from so and
so and so on so forth until finally someone heard from Abu Bakr (R). Then these
Imams wrote that hadith as if it was really narrated by Abu Bakr and then they
followed it by the text of that narration and proclaimed asthe hadith of the Prophet
(PBUH). And thereader is led to believe that since Abu Bakr (R) remained with the
Prophet (PBUH) all his life then this hadith must be true. But the reader is not told
the entire truth about this whole process and what it means. The reader is not told
that there is a gap of 200 years between the final narrator and these hadith
collectors. Now, consider this scenario: Someone comes to a court as a witness and
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stands in the witness box and says to the judge that he did witness this incident but
heard from someone. What do you think the judge will do? Well, he will throw him
out of the court right away because hearing from someone is not considered as
witness. But, here, in collecting the sayings of none other than the Prophet
(PBUH), all of the witness is based on hearsay spreading over five to six
generations — and this is considered to be unchangeable; and part and parcel of
Deen?! Go figure!!

One and the only way to remove differences

My dear friends, as long as the one and only final authority, the final confirmation—
if it is not the Book of Allah then neither the differences of the Ummah will
disappear, nor the Deen can be established, nor any State can ever become Islamic.
Wherever in the Quran reference to the Quran comes, itisthat: § & 5 G 'EJZ &
(75:17) — It is for Us to collect it and to promulgate it [ Yusuf Ali]. Allah says in the
Quran that its collection is Qur responsibility. But the hadith says otherwise — that
is was not collected; that it was left scattered all around by the Prophet (PBUH);
and it were these other people who started collecting its verses after the Prophet
(PBUH) had passed away. Okay, it was collected and compiled — finally — by
Uthman (R)? However, we find out — from narrations, of course — that several
mistakes were pointed out to him, but he said that the Ummah is large and big
enough and will fix them by recitation. That is, as a final compiler of the Quran he
didn't fix the errors but left this responsibility to the Ummah. These are concocted
narrations, my friends, to create doubts and suspicions in the Book of Allah. Could
it ever be imagined that the ultimate and the final Book of Allah will suffer such a
fate? These narrations are meant to shake our trust in the Book of Allah. Once the
100% trust in the Book of Allah is gone then the trust in the structure of Deen will
become vaporous, and, ultimately it will vanish. It was Allah's infinite wisdom
that He took the responsibility to collect and protect the Quran Himself. He told:
{80:[2-14)@3@333!9}53@;5345@63 fECﬁ and so, whoever is willing may
remember Him in (the light of His) revelations blest with dignity, lofty and pure.
And further: (80:15-16) égﬁ;ﬂé{ﬂ&&@— [borne] by the hands of messengers
noble and most virtuous [Asad]. After this the Quran says:uai:m’[: é;tjj?d;% (80:17)—
But only too often man destroys himself: how stubbornly does he deny the truth
[Asad]. Woe to these conspiring human beings who hide the truth about such a
scripture. There are two things about ‘Abasa (w==) from where this confrontation
had started. The leaders of Quresh were extremely proud of and drunk with their
wealth; and had deeply rooted culture of racial superiority.

(75:17)—1tis for Us to collect it and to promulgate it [ Yusuf Ali]. Allah says in the
Quran that its collection is Qur responsibility. But the hadith says otherwise — that




+2015,% 59 (NEFLLiL

is was not collected; that it was left scattered all around by the Prophet (PBUH);
and it were these other people who started collecting its verses after the Prophet
(PBUH) had passed away. Okay, it was collected and compiled — finally — by
Uthman (R)? However, we find out — from narrations, of course — that several
mistakes were pointed out to him, but he said that the Ummah is large and big
enough and will fix them by recitation. That is, as a final compiler of the Quran he
didn't fix the errors but left this responsibility to the Ummah. These are concocted
narrations, my friends, to create doubts and suspicions in the Book of Allah. Could
it ever be imagined that the ultimate and the final Book of Allah will suffer such a
fate? These narrations are meant to shake our trust in the Book of Allah. Once the
100% trust in the Book of Allah is gone then the trust in the structure of Deen will
become vaporous, and, ultimately it will vanish. It was Allah's infinite wisdom
that He took the responsibility to collect and protect the Quran Himself. He told:
(80:12-14)@%339’:5%3;534;:365 S;EE,;S — and so, whoever is willing may
remember Him in (the light of His) revelations blest with dignity, lofty and pure.
And further: (80:15-16) @ﬁ;ﬂéﬁ&&fi— [borne] by the hands of messengers
noble and most virtuous [ Asad]. After this the Quran says:aéméﬁjiaﬁ (80:17)
— But only too often man destroys himself: how stubbornly does he deny the truth
[Asad]. Woe to these conspiring human beings who hide the truth about such a
scripture. There are two things about 'Abasa (u==) from where this confrontation
had started. The leaders of Quresh were extremely proud of and drunk with their
wealth; and had deeply rooted culture of racial superiority.

Racial superiority is nothing in the eyes of Allah

My dear friends, this confrontation between Truth (Hag &=) and Falsehood
(Baatildbl) continued to move forward and racial superiority became the sticking
issue with the Quresh. The feeling of superiority did not allow them to be part of
others or even to sit with others. But this racial superiority is nothing in the eyes of
the Quran. Please ponder on this issue. Only then one will under stand. A child is
born without his choice in a family. There is no credit of the child where he is born?
But the uniqueness of this credit is such that if he is born in a certain family then he
attains racial superiority all his life. Leave aside the tribal life of those days and
consider what is happening today. Most Muslim marriages in the subcontinent are
based on caste although it is changing somewhat is the cities. A child born in a
“Syed” family attains automatic superiority by virtue his birth. “Syeds™ consider
themselves related to the Prophet's family which entitles them to special status
with special privileges. But consider this scenario: A “Syed” is charged with theft
in a court of law and the complainant is trying to prove him a thief. And then in the
recess he goes to pray and sends his blessings and salutations on that “Syed” —
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being an Aal-e-Muhammad —but then goes back to court and tells the judge that he
isacriminal. Do you see the irony in this? Although those tribal days have gone but
their remnants still remain. The snake has gone but its shedding remains and, in
fact, has become more sacred. If you remember sometime back a case was reported
that a magistrate in his decision about a case involving a low caste person against a
Syed charged that this person should get double the punishment because the person
that he has committed the crime against is a “Syed”. Do you see how this racial
superiority plays out in life? But we are divided into many layers of superiority and
inferiority based on wealth, race, ethnicity, profession etc. —and we call ourselves
Muslims and followers of the Prophet (PBUH) who demolished these barriers?
Please remember! Arabs, as a whole, used to call all non-Arabs dumb. Within the
Arab tribes, the Quresh were considered the most superior tribe. And, within the
Quresh, the tribe of Bani Hashim was considered the best and the most superior of
all. The Hashemite were considered as if they were gods. And these were the
people with whom the Prophet (PBUH) had confrontation! It seems Allah chose
our Prophet (PBUH) deliberately from the most famous family of Abdul Mutallib
with in most superior tribe of Bani Hashim within the most proud people of Qresh—
to denounce: that racial superiority is false; that all humans are equal. [fthe Prophet
(PBUH) had come from a low and inferior tribe and gave the message of equality of
all humankind, then he would have been quickly condemned and denounced for
saying this. Arabs would have charged him that he wanted to be superior and that is
why he was saying this. But they could not say this as he came from the most
superior family of the most superior tribe of Quresh.

My dear friends, the Prophet (PBUH) proclaimed publically that racial superiority
is nothing. He told those, who based on racial superiority, objected to why a blind
man was being allowed to sit with them? Have you ever thought about this? If
nothing else, at least ponder on how your own life has passed through various
stages? Allah says that ponder on the various kinds of sustenance that have been
provided and how your life was created: 5{-&2@&1@ (80:18) — [Does man ever
consider] out of what substance [God] creates him [Asad]? You are claiming
superiority based on birth. Do you realize from what were you created?
4,538 4G1E *435 12 (80:19) — From a sperm-drop: He hath created him, and then
mouldeth him in due proportions [Ali]. That is how you were created — from a
sperm-drop. This sperm-drop was neither encoded “Syed” nor designated Quresh,
nor Bani Hashim, nor Abu Mutallib. Every human child is created from like sperm-
drop. So, how could it then be the cause of feeling of superiority? The factors that
decide this come later. The faculties of secing, hearing, and thinking come later.
Also, provisions for sustenance are already provided. {3 %&% (80:20)-and
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fals s

then makes it easy for him to go through life [ Asad]. A fter the birth: eqﬁ:fﬁl! EONYY
(90:10) — and shown him the two highways [of good and evil] [Asad]. We have
given human the faculty to make a decision and it is up to him to decide which way
to follow? Where does the factor of superiority based on race factor into it? These
faculties are equally alike in every human child. Every human is born like this:
everyone has these faculties of human physical and mental senses and everyone
has these two ways in front of him. So, whosoever wants can choose the right way
so that life becomes easy for him.e# % Ju&l| $ (80:20) — and then makes it easy for
him to go through life. This is physical life. But, after leading this physical life,
everyone heads to grave, notwithstanding the extrinsically-attached self-
superiority 38,5646 % (80:21) —and in the end He causes him to die and brings him
to the grave. The representative of Quresh was being told that in birth and in death
every one gets the same (reatment, so, how, you are different?
(80:22) —and then, ifit be His will, He shall raise him again to life. 855 A
Let me tell you, my friends, this is related both to the life of individuals as well as to
the lifc of nations. Just like individuals, nations also go through rise and fall and
eventually die. Dead nations may have the ability to rise. If that is the case then:
5681EI0%  (80:22) — according to Allah's law of requital fresh life is granted.
This happens to individuals as well. We normally call it life after death but a
Western thinker calls it life after life. He does not bring death into the middle. This
is a much better characterization of reality of life. The Quran says that this applies
to every human child and every human being. There is no place of racial superiority
in this — then what are you fighting for? But human beings don't get it no matter
how much itis explained to them. ﬁjftﬁ[’ﬂ% (80:23) — Nay, but (man) has
never yet fulfilled what He has enjoined upon him! What has been enjoined upon
him? What is it that man does not fulfil? We can use concordance to understand
whatismeantby §531 (Amruhu)?

National isminstead of Universalism

My dear friends, the Quran has warned about the destructive consequences of
creating divisions among human beings: -\ 521G gk (2:27, 13:21, 13:25) — and
sever that which Allah ordered to be joined. The entire humankind is one universal
Nation. Allah says: Do not break it into pieces. But man has broken humankind into
tribes, into races, into families; and the modern world we call civilized has split
humanity into nations which have become the greatest threat to human survival.
These artificial lines drawn to split humanity into different nations have become
purveyors of death and destruction. These nations fight for these lines and they call
themselves Muslims? [ran and Iraq both claim to be Muslims but they are killing
each other because of this (political) line which has turned them into two separate
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nations.

The biggest satanic system

To divide human beings into nations by drawing lines — or what are called
“borders™ by the so-called modern civilized world — is the biggest satanic system.
The Quran came to wipe out these lines —and it did. So, the first thing Allah told
humans not to do is to draw these lines; but, nevertheless, they went ahead and did
it. And second thing that the Quran says is that the sustenance granted by Allah is
for the entire humankind and must not be divided into pieces. But, again, humans
went ahead and did divide it into pieces so much so that some swim — and even
drown — in excess while others are not even able to feed their children. There is
created difference between humans and humans in every aspect of life! Allah says
that guidance was sent to remove these differences. Why this difference? Why this
compartmentalization of human beings? But this is what the Quresh were most
proud of. The Quran says: é{.,mdj_btjﬂm (80:24) — Let man, then, consider
[the sources of] his food. In this every kind of wealth is included. The Quran asks
humans to ponder about how much is their contribution in all of this?
éE;;UIE;:,ET (80:25) — [how it is] that We pour down water, pouring it down
abundantly. Look at the style of the Quran! Allah is using the plural “We” instead of
“I” for Himself here when it comes to providing universal provisions of His
sustenance and nourishment in which there is no interference of humans. We also
see this “We” being used by courts in issuing official orders in its name. These are
proclamations from higher authority.3§% 279 (&2 $5(80:26) — and then We cleave
the earth [with new growth], cleaving itasunder. And then:  {2350555 %E;@m
s ashs o &T5258985 %55 (80:27-31) —and thereupon We cause grain to grow
out of it, and vines and edible plants, and olive trees and date-palms,and gardens
dense with foliage, and fruits and herbage.

Creation of sources of sustenance

My dear friends, just look at the foundation on which sustenance of humankind and

everything that grows depend? Don't you see that everything that grows depends
on water? If there is no water the land becomes barren. But where does the water
from? Do the so-called big | and lords produce water or We do? Note how this
authoritative “We” is used by Allah? And when you sow the seed then who makes
the seed tear the ground and sprout and who makes it grow and produce grains and
who ripens the grains for harvest? The Earth produces not only grains but all kinds
of vegetables and fruits,. How much is your contribution in all of this? Natural
resources are given by Allah and only the effort is provided by humans. The Quran
states: gé;&j’é[ﬁ fy;ﬁf (56:63) — “Have you ever considered the seed which you
cast upon the soil? — You throw the seed in the ground. But after that, do you grow
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—for you and for your animals to enjoy. This “you” or “a8” means this sustenance is
for entire humankind. And g (Mataa'a) are the things that a traveler takes with
him on a trip, but only as much as is necessary for survival and that can be carried—
no more than that and never for hoarding. The poet Shaikh Tbrahim Zauq (1789-
1854) in his own unique style says:
Why this journey feels so burdensome that even its provision?
O Traveler of the Hereafter! You cannot even lift and transport!
The basic concept of the economic system of the Quran is hidden in one word
g (Mataa'a)
My dear friends, a traveler does not overload himself while on a journey. The
traveler takes with him only as much as is necessary for survival and that can be
carried—no more or no less. This is the fundamental principle of the economic
system of the Quran in one word :¥ = (Mataa'a) or sustenance. And “” or “you”
means that this sustenance is for entire humankind. And it is also: 22el=3Y’s — for
your animals also. In this context the Quran says that you exploit and usurp the
fruits of the labor of the poor and weak; and then you sit on it like a snake and you
consider this a thing to be proud of? Instead of being proud, you should rather be
ashamed of this behavior. Actually, you are a thief and you area liar. The one you
despise and you object as to why this blind man came — but the fact is: you became
what you are because of persons like him? Otherwise, you would be nothing:
You were simply nothing before, except just “you”
“Your highness " we made; and *Your honor” too!
You, the representative of Quresh! You have your high status because of the poor
like this blind man. What to say of the style of this that started withthe incident
of'4basa (u==)but do you notice, my friends, where it all ends. The Quran says that
we know you are not going to accept this message of equality anyway. You have too
much hubris and arrogance. And this was reflected by the representative of the
Quresh; who walked away from the Prophet (PBUH) displaying extreme pride and
prejudice and mocking and frowning as we saw in Surah Al-Mudaththir— and
murmuring that it is the same old story that is being retold. The Quran says that
these Quresh were not going to listen to truth.
The meaning 3Uall(A/-Saakhkhah)
My dear friends, after this the Quran mentions that now the next phase of the
revolution will follow. This is not a sermon that after listening it, people will go
home and carry on business as usual. In our books of translations and
interpretations the conse quences are left to the Hereafter: 43lall cuela 13l (80:33) —
And so, when the piercing call [of resurrection] is heard. How appropriate that the
Quran chose the word 43X (4/-Saakhkhah) here to describe the next phase of the
revolution? In those days battles used to be fought with swords. The crackling
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sound of swords striking each other is called 43Uall (4/-Saakhkhah). It is said in
this verse that this phase of revolution will be bloody involving piercing sound of
swords and weapons and will be heart-wrenching and demanding. The Quran asks
them: why do you wait until that bloody phase begins to come to right path? You
were given all the reasons and logic to change course but you didn't listen? Now,
you have to face this ferocious phase. What will happen then? (80:34-36)
e loséayf agliealsT e 430150 2% — on a Day when everyone will [want to] flee
from his brother, and from his mother and father,and from his spouse and his
children [Asad].

My dear friends, May Allah protect us this kind battlefield where the
aforementionedevents will happen. We have not seen such a thing. But whatever
shocking situationswe see on television these days we can very well imagine what
the Quran is talking about here? There will be chaos and trepidation
everywhere. Then the Quran says: &4 &iﬁ#ﬁ,ﬂ;&j’lcﬁ; (80:37) — on that Day,
to every one of them will his own state be of sufficient concern. Everyone will be
concerned with oneself that Day. No one will care about anyone else. There will be
death and destruction everywhere. If that is the case, then do you force Us to bring
you that situation? Why don't you accept Our truth before that happens. What will be
the result? Listen: S8 sdmasalor s 88 rind jya 8375 (80:38-39) — Some faces will on that
Day be bright with happiness,laughing, rejoicing at glad tidings 3 )i (Musfirah)
means shining. When the decision for the clash is taken the faces of the group which
had adopted the right course of life in line with the divine laws will gleam with
happiness and joy. They will laugh and rejoice over their success and achicvements.
Hellfire of black-money

My dear friends, then the Quran talks about the other group:#§ 78 Giaedis G . a85453
(80:40-41) — And some faces will on that Day with dust be covered,with darkness
overspread [Asad]. This dust and darkness will be political dependence and
humiliation. Who will be those people who will suffer these bad consequences?
aéf_ﬁﬁ;ﬁl j.;éfj,f (80:42) — these will be the ones who denied the truth and were
immersed in iniquity [Asad]! This will be the end of those who conceal from others
the means of nourishment gifted by the Almighty, and deny them His bounties and
gifts. This attitude splits human beings into schisms, creating disorder and chaos
which is a terrible crime in the divine court of justice. What We desire is that
humanity should be one entity; and not split into factions.

There is a new term these days of concealing wealth. It is called black-money. This
concealed wealth is a hecadache for those who conceal it. And they invent new ways to
make this black wealth into white wealth. The Quran talked about this black wealth
and white wealth and black faces and white faces; and says that those with black




+2015,% 65 (NEFL-LiL

faces will be suffering punishment when that revolution comes which will expose
the truth of everything; and that the transgressors and oppressors that had enjoyed at
the backs of the poor —those with black faces and black wealth—will be in pain and in
misery.
The meaning of >3\ (4/-Fajr)
My dear friends, meaning of Jaill (4/-Fajr) is to disintegrate, to make into pieces, to
separate.The leaders of usurpation and corruption divide humankind into parties,
divide them into different blocks, suppress and diffuse them so that people never
become able to challenge their power and hold on the masses. These leaders try not to
let them unite; not to let them gather together and create a center of human political
force. They do not let humanity come together to the center of humanity. But after
this new phase of revolution; after this battle against evil forces — these oppressors of
humanity will finally face their day in the divine court of justice. No matter what
logic and reasons were presented against their continued evil practices so that they
could see the light of reason of the right path but they did not listen. Therefore, it
became necessary to use force to bring them to justice and to the right path. And thus
the brotherhood of humankind and equality will be established which was the
original claim of the Quranic program.
My dear friends! Surah’dbasa(o==)has reached its conclusion today. In the next
lccturc will take up Surah _z 553l (Al-Takwir).8 &% ’g’_}i;,llhj_,%._;;;ﬁlj’,j!wﬁ%uﬁéﬁﬁ}l
'{.jﬂ.\,_g (81:1-4). What to say of these great thundering verses, my friends!
We will see what the Quran is proclaiming in these verses in the next lecture.

A 8 31 e B

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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