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Surah 'Abasa (. .s¢)-Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 30: Chapter 9
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is July 13, 1984 and today's lecture starts
with Surah ‘Abasa( we¢) once again. This is 80" Surah of part (=)
30 of the Quran. I had presented its preface in the last lecture and
today's lecture is intended to complete that preface. This led to the
discussion of event-based revelation or Shaan-e-Nuzool (J3 3 J\5).
We also saw what really the process of understanding the Quran is.
If one could internalize this point then one would be able to
understand the Quran on your own.

Why did this—event-based revelation or Shaan-e-Nuzool
(Js38 oli)—happen after all?

[ had mentioned that whatever roadblocks and obstacles that were
put in the path of the Quran; whatever conspiracies were hatched
against the Quran — one of them was the idea of event-based
revelation called Shaan-e-Nuzool (Js» W) which provides details
of the event and the names involved. The Quran does not give such
details. It was all done based on oral narrations.

When one critically examines these narrations pertaining to Shaan-
e-Nuzool (Js» 0L%) one comes to the conclusion that these seem to
be fabrications based on fiction. If you look into the history of
narrations you will find that this had become common practiceand it
was easy for anyone to come up with narrations. Jews and the
Christians were doing it. So were the hypocrites. So were the
proponents of Shaan-e-Nuzool (Js» %) in large measure. And
these fabricated narrations were used to compile interpretations and
translations of the Quran. Please remember! If one wants to
understand any verse of the Quran, then first, one should see what
the traditional translation and interpretation of the verse says. Then
ponder on that translation and interpretation. The problem is that we
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do not ponder on the traditional translations and interpretations
(U3 Tgfsir) that have come down from our ancestors. And we are
asked to follow them without question. My dear friends, this is not
right. The Quran has made it obligatory on everyone to ponder in the
Quran using all the Allah-given powers of consciousness, intellect,
thought, knowledge, understanding, and wisdom. The Quran is not
for a particular time or for a particular group of people. This is for
our guidance and it is eternal guidance for all time until the Day of
Judgment. Everyone is required by the Quran to ponder in the
Quran. So, first, this requires us to ponder in what has been
traditionally passed on as its translation and interpretation. If one
finds that it is right then one should accept it, not because someone
in the past has said this, but because one's pondering in the Quran
has confirmed it. But if this pondering in the Quran says otherwise,
then one should reject the traditional translation and interpretation
no matter how famous or how great the translator or interpreter may
be or no matter to whom it may have been attributed.

Regarding hadith one should adopt the policy that any hadith that is
against the Quran; or that is against the Prophet's high character; or
that is against the dignity of the companions — then that hadith
cannot be from the Prophet (PBUH) and must be rejected. For an
example of this, please see the traditional translation and
interpretation of this very verse (80:1) that is in front of us, and that
has been continuing for thousand years: (80:1-2) 3;'&@{%3%&;5 -
8:YHe frowned and turned away because the blind man
approached him![Asad]. The interpretation says that “He” here
refers to the Prophet (PBUH); that the Prophet (PBUH) is the one
who frowned and turned away from that blind man: that the Prophet
(PBUH) got irritated with the blind man be cause he interrupted the
meeting he was having with the elites of Quresh in order to attract
them to Islam. At this rude behavior of the Prophet (PBUH) towards
that blind man Allah rebuked the Prophet (PBUH). But please
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remember, [ am talking here about the traditional interpretation. Let
us continue this traditional translation of next verses:
S NGEE R8T AT 4,305 (80:3-4) — Yet for all thou didst
know, [O Muhammad,] he might perhaps have grown in purity, or
have been reminded [of the truth], and helped by this reminder.
Again please remember Allah is telling the Prophet (PBUH)
according to this traditional translation and interpretation: what do
you know O Muhammad about this blind man who has come to
you? He might be helped and grow in purity and morality; and you
frowned at him and you turned away from him?
%ﬁﬁéﬁﬁéﬁlq‘w (80:5-6) — Now as for him who believes
himself to be self-sufficientto him didst thou give thy whole
attention. That you, O Muhammad, are after these rich and
influential elites of Quresh that they somehow could become
Muslim? And when this poor and blind man came, you do not care
about him; that you frowned and turned away from him? Do you see
my friends, about whom these things are being said? The Quran did
not name the person. But the interpretations say that it was the
Prophet (PBUH) who frowned and turned away from the blind man;
and that Allah then reprimanded the Prophet (PBUH) for his bad
behavior. This is my friends, the traditional interpretation according
to narrations and hadith.

The true reality of behind this event

My dear friends, please note again that the Quran did not name the
person who frowned and turned away but the succeeding verses are
inreference to that person. As I said: please ponder on the traditional
translations. This does not require Socrates's mind. The high moral
character of our Prophet (PBUH) is beyond such a reprehensible
behavior. As | mentioned before, the chain of messengers and
sending guidance started with Noah (PBUH) and ended with
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). In this entire chain if you look at the
Quran the people who were the first ones to oppose the messengers
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were the rich and the powerful and the people who were the first
ones to accept the message were the poor and the downtrodden of
the society. This happened without exception with every messenger
ofAllah.

The next point to note is that the rich and powerful elite always
demanded from the messengers to drive away their poor followers
because the rich objected to sit with them. And response of all the
messengers to these elites was: Here the goal is equality and
universal brotherhood of humankind, not power and wealth. Also,
they told these elites that it is of no concern to us that what job one is
doing but that with what level sincerity one is coming to this
message and pondering on it with open mind and sincere heart; that
everyone is equal in our eyes regardless of wealth, power, or status.
The group that used to accept the message and join the messengers
was mostly the poor people of the society, whereas the rich and
powerful of the society mostly opposed them. This is what the
Quran tells, and history proves it. Considering this, would the
Prophet (PBUH) then be going after those rich and powerful Quresh
at the expense of the poor? And if a poor blind person comes to him
with all the sincerity of his heart, would the Prophet (PBUH) then
drive him away? Would the Prophet (PBUH) frown at him? Please
stop and think!

Point to ponder

First, this behavior of the Prophet (PBUH) as mentioned in the
narration is against the entire teaching of the Quran; it is against the
reason why the chain of messengers was sent to humanity of which
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was the last chain. The Prophet's
moral position was so exalted that to say that he did such an awful
thing is clearly against the Quran. That is why one should ponder in
the Quran which proclaims about him: ;bﬁéi‘}ﬂéflj (68:4) — And
thou (stands) on an exalted standard of character. [Asad]. One, who
stands on such an exalted character, would never turn away
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someone who comes to him with all the sincerity of his heart. This
mustnow be clear in light of pondering in the Quran.

My dear friends, so, now, we have come to the point where we can
understand the true meaning of the verses (80:1-2). The Quran did
not say who it was who frowned and turned away. But one thing has
now become in light of the pondering in the Quran: that it was not
the Prophet (PBUH) who did this awful thing to the blind man. The
question then is: Who was that person? Now, one needs to use
concordance as the next step in this regard: Find out if there are
other verses related to the topic at hand. This is what the Quran tells
us to do in order to understand its meaning. Everyone has to do this
oneself as ordered by the Quran — this is requirement for its
pondering and understanding. Please make a note of this: making an
independent effort is essential to understanding the Quran. I can
only facilitate this journey for you. But you have to travel yourself.
[f you do that then you will be able to understand the Quran
yourself. First, stop and ponder on what is traditional. Next, if you
find it is against the Quran then it is your duty to find out what the
Quran gives its meaning — and this is to be done according to
concordance. Now, using this method let us focus on Surah A/-
Muddaththir (- @ o)), the 74" chapter of the Quran which w
covered just few months back. This chapter tells especially how the
influential leaders of the Quresh used to come and argue with the
Prophet (PBUH); and used to offer in centives and were prepared to
comprise with him. But this Surah tells how the Prophet (PBUH)
would tell them that there is no question of compromise between
truth and falsehood; that I am not going to listen to any of your
conditions. The Quran says about the representative that the Quresh
sent to the Prophet (PBUH): #$e8 G e id Tt d claasoifasddle &o5 158
o5u Ol a2 8100gf &3545 (74:11-15) — Leave Me alone [to deal] with
h1m whom [ have created alone, and to whom I have granted
resources vast, and children as (love‘s) witnesses, and to whose life |
gave so wide a scope: and yet, he greedily desires that I give yet
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more![Asad].These are the things this leader of Quresh was proud
of. These Quresh were very proud of their superior status in Arab
tribal hierarchy. They were also not that religious. So, what was the
problem that they continuously kept on fighting the Prophet
(PBUH) for 13 years in Mecca and 6 years in Medina? Did the
Prophet (PBUH) stop them from idol worship? Did the Quresh
wage battle against the Prophet (PBUH) for that reason? But itis the
same Quresh that when it came to taking revenge they did not
believe even their idols as illustrated by the story of Dharar who,
when according to Quresh's tradition for taking revenge the priest
threw the arrows at the idol and the answer came 'no', then threw the
arrows at the idol and commented that if someone had killed your
father then I would have seen how you could say 'no', and
commented: Well, you can keep saying 'no' but I am going to take
revenge for my father's murder. This was the extent of Quresh's
religiosity?

Thelevel of Arab's racial superiority

The biggest social status for Quresh was their racial superiority.
First, they used to call all non-Arabs as '4jam (dumb). This was their
first thing that vanished by Prophet's message. Second, the next
thing regarding social distinction was the color of the skin. They
considered 'white' being superior and 'black’, well, not worth
anything. Then, among each other they had tribal hierarchy — and
the Quresh occupied the highest level on this tribal pyramid.
Normally, they would start a battle where individuals would fight
one-on-one by introducing themselves. Ansars of Medina were
mostly farmers and laborers. In the battle of Badr, when an Ansari
came to fight a Qureshi then the Qureshi shot back at this insult and
asked to be sent a Qureshi because to him the low Ansari was below
his worth to fight. This was their level of racial superiority!

The other side of the coin
My dear friends, the Prophet (PBUH) gave the message of Islam
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and whoever accepted it the Prophet (PBUH) embraced him: Bilal,
the negro of Abyssinia; Suhaib, the laborer of Rome; Salman, the
commoner of Persia. What a high place they occupied as the
companions of the Prophet (PBH)! When asked who will lead your
funeral prayer, Umar (R) replied: Suhaib, the laborer. Most of the
companions of the Prophet (PBUH) were the freed slaves and
migrants from different countries. There was no difference among
them; all of them were equal companions in the eyes of the Prophet
(PBUH). They were all part of one brotherhood of Islam. This is the
other side. And the Quresh? They did not want even want to fight
with non-Quresh! These are important things to take into account as
context for understanding the verse at hand. Then, one would easily
understand what really happened with the blind man.

Arrival of arrogant representative of Quresh to the Prophet
(PBUH)

My dear friends, we were talking about how a representative of
Quresh came to the Prophet (PBUH) 1n a very arrogant mood and
presented his conditions for compromise. The Quran says that his
tribe was big and wealthy and powerful. And because of this, his
behavior was very arrogant. He was extremely opposed to the
message of the Prophet (PBUH): @@@Sé@ﬂ‘% (74:16) — Nay,
verily, it is against Our messages that he knowingly, stubbornly sets
himself.[Asad].

When we were discussing this Surah few months ago [ mentioned
then how the Quran painted a dramatic picture of this episode.
Whatever the Prophet (PBUH) said he pondered: %j&‘jﬁﬁl(?df: 18)
— Behold, (when Our messages are conveyed to one who is bent on
denying the truth,) he reflects and meditates (as to how to disprove
them) .53 ﬂ&;ﬁ(?él: 19) — and thus he destroys himself, the way
he meditates.[ Asad]. How wrong was his decision that he arrived at
after meditating and pondering again: &;53 ._’J 088 (74:20). The
Quran says at other places that elites like him wanted the poor (who
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had accepted the message) to be driven away. The Quran says how
wrong this conclusion he arrived at was even after second thought:
B4 (74:21). Now, consider this: The verse (80:1) under
discussion starts with the word ‘4basa( ) — he frowned. The
Quran does not say 'who' frowned? But look at the verse (7422)7 It
uses exactly the same word 'dbasa( (=) regarding the elite
representative of Quresh: ety e S (74:22) — and then he frowns
and glares. 8532 5314(74:23) — and in the end he turns his back [on
Our message], and glories in his arrogance. [ Asad].

The Quran's explanation of 'Abasa-wa-Tawalla( %j;j:;‘;;z)

My dear friends, did you notice that the same word 'dbasa( ;=< )the
Quran has used here in verse (80:1) as it has in verse (74:22)? And
verse (74:22) refers to the elite representative of the Quresh who
frowned in arrogance and turned away. Let me please emphasize
again, my friends, the principle of understanding the Quran: first,
stop and ponder on what is traditional. If, what is going on in the
name of Islam is against the Quran, then it becomes one's duty to
find out from the Quran what it says about of this issue — and its
method is concordance, or cross-referencing with verses of the
Quran on the same topic. You saw an example of this that [ presented
carlier and the matter became quite clear as to who frowned and who
turned away? The next thing is to find out from the Quran what these
elites were saying? What right do I have to say anything from my
side? I have spent a better part of my life to ponder in the Quran —
according to the method which the Quran itself has recommended.

Please listen to what these elites were saying: First, they used to
look down upon and despise the poor and downtrodden people.
They used to say about them with contempt*{es 260 4184 5¥52(6:53)
—“Is it these then that Allah hath favored from amongst us?”’[ Asad].
My dear friends, you can very well imagine what kind of people
these elites were! Their argument was not about any principle. They
were sarcastically and tauntingly saying: “These are the people on



#2015 56 (NE#- il

whom Allah has done His favors? Couldn't He find any other people
to shower His favors!?” What were these elites demanding? In
surah Hud and surah Yunus Allah warns his messengers not to
compromise with these influential elites. In surah Al-An'aamquoted
above (6:53) just one verse before it is said: By st G &g |
* ”;@;ﬁ&éjﬁ (6:52) — Hence, repulse not (any of) those who at
morn and evening invoke their Sustainer, seeking His countenance.
It is clear from this verse what these elites wanted from the
messengers. They wanted to compromise provided these poor and
downtrodden who had sincerely accepted Islam were driven out.

Advancing universal brotherhood of humankind is the
advancement of Deen

My dear friends, the Quran made it absolutely clear about
influential elites joining this new movement. They are generally not
interested in advancing universal values (i.e., Islam). We know from
history that it is the poor people who first say yes to the messengers
with all the sincerity of their hearts. The Prophet (PBUH),
obviously, wanted Islam to spread fast. But the Quran made it
absolutely clear that no matter how much benefit may seem to come
from influential people joining Islam but it must not be at the
expense of the poor. Rationalizations such as that rich influential
people will bring glory to Islam are nothing but self-deception. The
basis of Islam is universal brotherhood of humankind. If one wants
to bring glory to Islam at the expense of this universal basis then
Deen 1s already gone. Islam does not need quantity but quality —
sincerity of hearts and minds. Again, the verse quoted earlier
clarifies this point: 2 &Ll G 4535 E55 s il s G X T 5 G5

oA G 3B 2553558 (8 3 gl AL, (2 UG p(sB 020g1la (6:52) — Hence,
repulse not [any of] those who at morn and evening invoke their
Sustainer, seeking His countenance. Thou art in no wise
accountable for them-just as they are in no wise accountable for thee
-and thou hast therefore no right to repulse them: for then thou
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wouldst be among the evildoers.[Asad]. What jobs the poor were
doing should be of no concern to Islam no matter how much the rich
and influential of the society make this their concern; no matter how
much the influential chieftains — who supposedly wanted to bring
glory to Islam — kept account (aglie) of what “low level menial” jobs
the poor were engaged in and wanted them driven away? But you
must not drive away these poor who have come to Islam with
complete sincerity, otherwise you will become among the evildoers
( GBI G ). This was told to every messenger from Noah (PBUH) to
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) by the Quran.

My dear friends, please keep pondering at every step how the Quran
keeps on refuting the “HE” which 1s normally associated with the
Prophet (PBUH) in the traditional interpretation of (80:1-2) —
btV §;T; U‘i%ﬁﬁjv‘:& He frowned and turned away because the blind
man approached him![Asad]. Do you think that after these clear
instructions the Prophet (PBUH) would have turned away the blind
man who had so sincerely accepted Islam? Please note down one
more reference: ‘_L;; 757 ’/: /’f #3222 ’&:‘]"Q’.‘;}L 296, f’-’ 27 K’J] P :l:’is ’
ST AT AR a:L’LLT T E:M];,_,J‘i’.j;” feo2(18:28) -
And contain thyself in patience by the side of all who at morn and at
evening invoke their Sustainer, seeking His countenance, and let
not thine eyes pass beyond them in quest of the beauties of this
world's life; and pay no heed to any whose heart We have rendered
heedless of all remembrance of Us because he had always followed
(only) his own desires, abandoning all that is good and true.[ Asad].
This 1s what the Quran kept on emphasizing to the Prophet (PBUH).

Quranic meaning becomes clear only by using concordance

My dear friends please note down another reference on this topic:
olhsabl A Jhbt 2l 3F 9L s BISTR LU Y S 63359 (15:88)

(so) turn, not thine eyes (longmgly) towards the worldly benefits

which We have granted unto some of those (that deny the truth). And
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neither grieve over those (who refuse to heed thee), but spread the
wings of thy tenderness over the believers [Asad]. The rich must
have been offering money and influence to the Prophet (PBUH) and
arguing that their support will strengthen his movement. But the
Prophet (PBUH) was told not to accept such offers that come with
strings attached, but, instead, focus your energy on the poor and to
shelter them under your caring and loving wings. This topic has
come at many places in the Quran. I have only given few references.
You see how the matter becomes quite clear by using concordance.
In the verse quoted earlier (74:22) the word 'dbasa (u==) itself has
come that shows it were the Quresh (or their representative) who
frowned. The Quresh usually used to discuss various issues (of
contention) with the Prophet (PBUH) and he used to try that
somehow they could see the light; that somehow they could come to
the right path. So, these things used to go on. But the Quran also tells
that these Quresh used to despise and look down upon poor people.

Using concordance we have arrived at a point where we can now see
the backdrop for the verses (80:1-2). While a representative of
Quresh was sitting with the Prophet (PBUH) discussing and arguing
with him then a blind man came. First, please note that it was not
some royal meeting with big leaders that no one, especially a poor
person, was not allowed to come. It was open to anyone and a blind
man did come to the Prophet (PBUH) —5 491845 & -

Who frowned?

My dear friends, in Arabic, ==l means blind man —1i.e., one who is
deprived of vision. But it also means one who is deprived of wealth.
This means the person who came to the Prophet (PBUH) was blind
as well as poor. First, being poor is one thing. But on top of that
being blind is quite another. This adds to helplessness. Therefore,
this kind of person should be, in fact, worthy of empathy and should
be treated with respect. And, it should not matter who he was. The
person who frowned must be then that rich and powerful
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person who frowned must be then that rich and powerful
representative of the Quresh — who was sent by the Quresh to
discuss some issue with Prophet. He saw that this poor blind man
was not one of his tribal leaders. So he frowned. Even in our society
poor and blind are looked down upon. But you can very well
imagine what the level of hatred any Quresh would have for a blind
poor man. There is no need of identifying any names here to
understand the pointof the Quran. Who the blind man was or who
the person who frowned was should be of no concern here? It is the
principle that matters, not the names. What is the point of being
curious to know the names anyway? Also, the means of doing this
are only thorough narrations. But if one goes to narration then it tells
that the person who frowned was the Prophet (PBUH). Please
remember, the Quran is forever. Its teachings are forever. Its
guidance is forever. Its principles are forever. Its teaching does not
depend on time, event, place, or circumstance.

The Holy Quran is not a book of history that it should tell such and
such events occurred on such and such dates in such and such places
and that so and so were involved. These happen in books of history.
The Quran gives principles of life. It provides the life system of
Deen as a foundation of society based on universal brotherhood of
humankind. But that was (and still is) the problem with rich
influential leaders. They cannot tolerate poor sitting by their side.

Thatis why itis said:$ "@”TZ 3f(80:2). The very next says:

@Eﬁ&ﬁﬂb (G5(80:3). The traditional translation: Yet for all thou
didst know, [O Muhammad,] he might perhaps have grown in
purity. [Asad]. But this translation assumes that it was the Prophet
(PBUH) who frowned and Allah is admonishing him for that. But,
as we have discussed, it was unbecoming of the Prophet (PBUH) to
frown at a poor blind man. So, this revelation was being directed
through the Prophet (PBUH) to whoever it was who frowned at the
blind man: how do you know that this blind man cannot become a




1201521 60 (HEgetil

virtuous man whose personality would be nourishedand developed

by following Allah's code of guidance? Or, unlike you —
égﬁ.\l%ﬁj (80:4) — he has been reminded (of the truth), and
helped by this reminder?

There are two things that have become clear from the teachings of
the Quran: 1) if one can truly understand the meaning through
conscious and deliberate effort using the methodology suggested by
the Quran then it is very beneficial. And 2) if one acts on it and
implements it in life then one's character develops. This is more
important than even the first one. This message of revelation is
being conveyed to the representative of the Quresh via the Prophet
(PBUH) that you, who frowned and despised this poor blind man,
maybe, he will be benefited from the teachings of the Quran more
than you because of his sincerity and dedication to the mission of
the Prophet (PBUH). And: (80:5-6)5Gﬁﬂ&’ﬁ%ﬁtéﬁT—Now as
for him who believes himself to be self-sufficientto him didst thou
give thy whole attention.[Asad]. The representative of the Quresh
wants the Prophet (PBUH) to focus his attention on the rich and the
powerful who consider themselves to be self-sufficient —and ignore
the poor no matter how sincere in their belief they may be. This is
clear in light of the concordance that we saw earlier. Further:
esﬁﬁéﬂiﬁj (80:7) — although thou art not accountable for his
failure to attain to purity.[Asad]. Those who consider themselves
self-sufficient and do not listen — they are responsible for their own
behavior. It is not that you, O Prophet (PBUH), did not give them the
message. But they consider themselves self-sufficient and superior
and, so, they are not interested to pay attention to this message. So,
you are not responsible for them. These leaders of Quresh are
responsible for their condition themselves.(80:8-10)
s 522 el M 22 5 04E AT — but as for him who came unto
thee full of eagerness and in awe [of God] him didst thou
disregard![Asad]. You want me to disregard this poor blind man?
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No, itis not going to llappen.&KﬁQil'\qj(SO:ll) — Nay, verily, these
(messages) are but a reminder.

This word “Ng” (Kallaa) means an emphatic “No”. What the Quresh
want will never happen because — &§; ‘ﬁf\} (80:11) — the Quran is
an open code of life for all humankind. There 1s no question of any
discrimination in it of any type. Whoever wants to heed its advice is
welcome. Status, fame, fortune, power, elitism, etc. do not play any
part in it. The poor cannot be turned away from it because the rich
and powerful despise them. No coercion or force can be used
against anyone in it. Everyone is judged purely on the basis of
sincerity of hearts and purity of character. That will be only way to
benefit from it. Who knows how many pearls are hidden in the
human dust. The Quran has profusely praised the Prophet (PBUH)
and companions:

2as B Essta s bk (48:29) - MUHAMMAD is
God's Apostle; and those who are [truly] with him are firm and
unyielding towards all deniers of the truth, [yet] full of mercy
towards one another.[Asad].

From this one can see what level of high moral position the Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions occupied in the eyes of Allah. When
the Prophet (PBUH) raised his call for Islam it were mostly the poor
and downtrodden of the society who initially responded to his call
while the rich merchants, slave owners, and leaders of Quresh
abhorred it. They kept asking the Prophet (PBUH) to compromise
and, as mentioned earlier, the Quran repeatedly advised the Prophet
(PBUH) not to compromise on the fundamental principle of
equality and brotherhood of all humankind. It was under this
backdrop that they sent their representative to the Prophet (PBUH)
to argue their case when the poor blind man came and the Quresh's
representative frowned at the blind man proclaiming that the poor
are despicable and disposable; and that he cannot sit with alongside
the poor? Well, what does he know?



+201521 62 (NEAE L

The poor, the weak, and the downtrodden ones, you so despise;
Many among them, don't youknow mayturn out be the jockeys?

And when | listen to this poem of Igbal (1877-1938) then, leave
aside the meaning, [ become rapturous just by reciting it:

For a long, very long period, in idol temples and in Kaaba, Life
cries out;

Only then a wise one, author of secret, from the school of love,
comes out!

This precious treasure does not come easy. Poet Mir (1721-1810)
puts it this way:

Do not think it is easy, the skies have been turning for years,
Only then from its curtain of dust does a man come in years!

My dear friends, what I can say about men who came from under
these sands of Arabia. The sad aspect of it is that the real history of
these men never came out. It is these dusty Bedouin people who
created the biggest revolution the world has ever seen and it is these
people whom the Quresh despised. These were the poor working
class people — some from Abyssinia, some from Persia, some from
Rome — the wise ones, authors of secret who came from the school
of love of the Prophet (PBUH). What a great literary style it is when
the Quran talks about that representative who came to the Prophet
(PBUH) on behalf of the Quresh: What do you know about these
people whom you despise so much because they are poor? The
Prophet (PBUH) was told to convey the message to Quresh: You are
drowned in your arrogance of wealth, you are intoxicated with
hubris of being superior race — how could you know what a human
being 1s? How could you know what his real value is? You are
saying that I should ignore this poor blind human and, instead, pay
attention to you because you are wealthy? What a hubris? This is
coming little later where the Quran cuts the very root of racial
superiority. Here in verse (80:11) 1t i1s said that the Quran is a
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reminder until the Day of Judgment for human beings
8445 58 (80:12) — and so, whoever is willing may remember Him.
And for those who think of themselves self-sufficient and do not
want any reminders — you are saying that [ should go after them?

Is there any doubt even now?

My dear friends, even these few verses that have been presented —if
one ponders over them then it is easy to understand this episode that
happened with the blind man. This is according to overall teaching
of the Quran; this according to the high moral position of the
Prophet (PBUH); this is according to the respectable position of the
companions. There is no chance of any doubt; there is no question of
any criticism; there is no possibility of any complications; there is
no need of any narration; there is no need of knowing any names.
The goal of the Quran is open and clear:g§ ,;Eéﬁ (80:12) — and so,
whoever is willing may remember Him. The Quran has unique
style. Even if some side issues come into picture the Quran clears
the matter.

Deep conspiracy against the Quran

Whatever conspiracies and doubts that were created against the
Quran one of them was that the Quran was not compiled during the
Prophet's time. It was the duty of the Prophet (PBUH) to give the
Quran to the Ummah. Allah has said that Quran's compilation and
its protection is Our duty. The duty of the last messenger was to
make sure it written, compiled, and protected. It is mentioned in the
Quran that there were respected scribes to write down the Quran.
History tells that there used to be kept a Master copy of the Quran
under the main pulpit of Prophet's mosque. The Quran says that it
was written down on strong parchment not on paper or on leaves.
Those days it was the best way to protect important written
documents. After the Prophet (PBUH) would recite and dictate the
revelation to the scribes he would ask several of his companions to
proofread it and recite it to him. After he was fully sure of the
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accuracy he would keep a Master piece under the pulpit of his
mosque. Thousands of copies used to be made from the Master
piece. [tis said that the Prophet (PBUH) instructed his followers not
to carry the Quran while traveling to different countries for fear of
desecration of the Holy Book. This means copies of the Quran were
available during the Prophet's life itself.

The holy Quran is a written and complied book. In Arabic language
the word «US (Kitaab) is only called a book when its page are put
and bound together. Binding those days was done using metal rings
through the pages. The very first words of the Quran are:
2988018 (2:2) — This is the Scripture whereof there is no doubt.
[Pickthall]. However, conspiracies were hatched to create doubt in
this Book: that it was not compiled for many years; that it was
written on bones and leaves of date trees. And May Allah protect us
from that hadith which says that two verses of the Quran written on
date tree leaves dealing with s> (Rajam 1.e., stoning to death) were
eaten by a goat and disappeared permanently. So much conspiracy
was hatched against the Quran?

My dear friends, all these are present in our so-called sacred books
of hadith and interpretation. This has become the status of the
Quran? So much doubt has been sowed in the Quran by Jews,
Christians, and Muslims but, in fact, hypocrites. So many narrations
and hadith abound about the compilation of the Quran that some say
that it was collected and complied during the period of Abu Bakr
(R); some say that it was done during the period of Umar (R); and
still some say that it was collected during the period of Uthman (R)
so much so that he is known as the collector of the Quran. And, to
increase further doubt, it 1s mentioned in hadith that there remained
errors in the Quran compiled by Uthman (R); and when he was
informed about it he said that people will correct themselves?! This
is what is happening with the Book of Allah whereas the Quran

says: (80:12-14)3y5hd 1253522050 2o 466 555 58 and so, whoever
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whoever is willing may remember Him in (the light of His)
revelations blest with dignity ,lofty and pure. [Asad]. Allah-u-
Akbar! The Quran is inside ofAsswa (Sahifah) — meaning it is written
and complied. Itis blessed with dignity. Itis lofty and unadulterated.
And further: (80:15-16) 8873 415@5_,;...‘5%& [borne] by the hands of
messengers noble and most virtuous. The Quran is recorded by
those who are most respected and dignified having spotless
character e (Safrah) means clear spotless whiteness.And

(Kiraam) means every kind of dignity and virtue and loftiness
that is completely free and independent of any bias and corruption.
These are the people who recorded the Quran — who had highest
moral character, who were most honest and dignified and free from
any corruption — under the supervision of the Prophet (PBUH).
These are the lofty attributes that Allah has mentioned about the
scribes who recorded the Quran. And the Quran itself says that its
recording; its compilation; and its protection — all these are Allah's
responsibilities. This, my friends, is the ultimate proof from the
Quran itself that it does not need any outside rationale for its
explanation. (Kiraam) means every kind of dignity and virtue and
loftiness that is completely free and independent of any bias and
corruption. These are the people who recorded the Quran — who had
highest moral character, who were most honest and dignified and
free from any corruption — under the supervision of the Prophet
(PBUH). These are the lofty attributes that Allah has mentioned
about the scribes who recorded the Quran. And the Quran itself says
that its recording; its compilation; and its protection — all these are
Allah's responsibilities. This, my friends, is the ultimate proof from
the Quran itself that it does not need any outside rationale for its
explanation.

My dear friends, we completed today up to verse 16 of Surah
'"Abasa(u==). We will continue from verse 17 in our next lecture.
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O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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