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| Metrimonial \

We are [ooking ﬁn‘ an educated, famify gir[, ﬁ'om %ram orientated

family, Pakistan or UK, or rest of world for our respectful and
obedient 26 year old son, 6 feet 2 inch, very fair, holder of a Pharmacy
degree. Education now ﬁnished and who lives with ﬁlmify in
Birmingham. Eng[and. UK.

Also looking for husband for our 27 year old niece, fair,

5 feet 10, Pharmacy degree holder, with above criterion.

Email: jawaidahmadO@yahoo.co.uk
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"Complete way of life which would be universal is neither present in human

instinct, nor can be derived through human intelect. It can only come through
revelation." (The crises of civilization).
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"Psychology is the scientific study of experience and behaviour, human and

animal, normal and abnormal, individual and social."
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Surah Al-Dahr (»2) — Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 27
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is April 13, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse 10 of
Surah Al-Dahr (2 (76:10).

The heavenly society— protected from evil sparks

If you remember, in the verses that we covered in the last lecture, Allah said: Be ever
waltchful that a situation does not arise where evil sparks start flying. Otherwise, no
one in that society would remain untouched by it. It is a separate topic where 1 will
explain how great importance the Quran attaches to the economic system of a
society. And, its important can be judged by this fact alone when the Quran says: the
only way to remain protected from evil sparks in society is to establish a system
where no one sleeps hungry; where no one’s needs remain unmet. We saw in the
previous lecture how the (e s« established a system that made sure that no one really
remains hungry — by giving freely of their surplus wealth to establish the system of
universal welfare and nourishment, and, at the same time, not wanting any
recompense or even a “thank you™ for it ﬂﬁﬁ;jﬁ,ﬁ}ﬂ,ﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁl
(76:9)—[saying, in their hearts,] “We feed you for the sake of God alone: wedesire no
recompense from you, nor thanks. We do this because:mmtﬁ’ﬁﬁéﬂj@m
(76:10)—behold, we stand in awe of our Sustainer’s judgment on a distressful, fateful
Day! If we didn’t do it then a period will come where a system of life will arise that
will cause gloom and doom to everyone.

Please note how beautifully the Quran explains: 1] "M}éﬂigmﬁ;
(76:11) — And so, (because of the universal system of sustenance they put in place)

Allah will preserve them from the woes of that Day, and will bestow on them
brightness and joy. When this system was established, it produced a society where
there was true peace and tranquility; and true joy and happiness everywhere.
Everyone was full of warmth and enthusiasm. There was no trace of gloom and doom
anywhere. The Quran uses the following words for this: ¥3=$§5 — this society was
full of synergy and heavenly bliss.

My dear friends, T want to repeat it again and again: please keep in mind that the
society of which the Quran is talking about above actually existed in this world,
where heavenly conditions did prevail as described above in verse (76:11). Please
also note that the Quran is talking about the heavenly society in this world. The
heaven of the Hereafter will of course come, but it would come later. The question is:
what was actually done to establish this heavenly society that led to this outcome,
here, in this world. The answer from the Quran: 1§ 2§38 113021, 28427 (76:12)—This
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outcome was a result of the perseverance and sieadfasiness they endured in
establishing such a society (based on the universal welfare and nourishment) that
eventually led to a beautiful life of bliss and tranquility in this world. This was
heaven; this was freedom: this was garden of bliss; this was an environment full of
vitality and warmth,

Heaven in the Hereafter after the heaven here

Dear friends, now that we are reaching the last verses of part (3») 29 of the Quran
there will often be descriptions of heaven and hell, which will especially become
much more detailed in part (J>) 30. We believe in the hell and the heaven of the
Hereafter which the Quran describes often, and in great detail: but, let me mention
again that a heaven is also established on the basis of universal values given in the
Quran — here, in this world, Let me also emphasize again that these descriptions of
heaven and hell are described in the Quran as similes and as examples. We should not
use the dictionary meaning of the words related to heaven and hell because the Quran
explains them only as allegories. For example, it says: uﬁm"' ’c@;ﬁja‘z{l.’a 35)-
the heaven that has been promised to virtuous ones ( 2 st ) its example is this:
dr W 'ﬁlf.’gw{ 13:35)— THE PARABLE of the paradise promised to those
who are conscious of Allah is that of a garden through which running waters flow but,
unlike any other garden, its fruits will be everlasting, and so will be its shade. This
description of paradise is given only as an example.

Explanation of SlaSas (Muhkamaat) and <4425 (Mutashaabihaar) verses of the
Quran

Dear friends! You know that the Quran has classified its verses into two categories of
Sl aa gnd Slelite, LS are those verses that are related to laws and
commandments with definite meaning. One must take the dictionary or literal
meaning of words in these verses. For example, when the Quran says that such and
such things are forbidden for you, then one has to take the literal meanings of the
words and not their metaphorical meanings. But in <l verses the matter is
explained in metaphors and similes. These are matters related to metaphysical or
supernatural aspects. These are beyond human intellect to understand. For example,
it is beyond human intellect to understand the world of Allah’s !, His Personality,
and the workings of his angels (~5<32Ls) etc. These things are beyond human intellect
to comprehend. The same is true of matters related to life after death, and the heaven
and hell. We cannot understand these at the present level of our consciousness. That
is why the Quran describes these by examples and similes. So, since the description
of heaven is coming now, please understand that these are being explained in similes
and metaphors.

Condition of the Arab society at the time of the Prophet (PBUH)
My dear friends, what are the things described by the Quran as examples of heaven?
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For this we have to look at the Arab society of that time. You know that the Arabs
could only see deserts everywhere. There were some oases scattered here and there
which they used to call paradise. They used to put their tents and set up their homes
around it when they found an oasis. When the oasis was gone they would gather their
tents and their meagre belongings and would start their nomadic journey in search of
another oasis, They were nomadic Bedouin people always on the move. That was
their life. But, on their both sides existed two great empires with impressive
civilizations: on the west the Byzantine (Roman) Empire, and on the east the Persian
Empire. They were amazed by these impressive empires. These were not just
thousands of years old empires but they possessed all the things of beauty, comforts,
and luxury. This left the Arabs in wonder and awe! These poor Arabs had only dates
to cat. They even used to ground the date stones and eat its flour. That is the reason the
Persian poet Firdausi makes fun of them, He says that these poor Arabs drink camel’s
milk and eat desert horn lizards! This was the situation of these Arabs surrounded on
both sides by two of the greatest empires. The Iranian Empire even shared borders
with Arabs: and lranians used to travel to these Arab lands. Let me mention here that
whatwe call Iraq, its eastern region was called Persian Iraq then, and it used be part of
Iran. Its capital was Al-Mada’in (also referred to as Seleucia-Ctesiphon). Now you
can very well imagine what these poor Arabs, who used to eat desert horn lizard and
drink camel’s milk, would have been feeling when seeing all those things of comfort,
beauty, and luxury of Iranians? The description the Quran has given as an example of
paradise, is almost all of it existed in the Persian Empire and its culture. These Arabs
were being told by the Quran that if you adopt the laws of Allah in your society then
you would also enjoy the same things of comfort, beauty, and luxury that you see
with awe in those Iranian and Roman Empires.

Brown’s history of Iran

My dear friends, what all the Iranians possessed can only be appreciated by studying
the detailed history of Iran. If one studies Brown’s history of Iran then one can get the
picture of the Iranian society of the time. The example of paradise that is given by the
Quran, it seems as if the luxury and comfort of the Iranian culture of the time are
being described literally. What I am saying here please do not mistake it. I am only
saying that what the Quran describes as things of comfort and luxury were presentin
the Iranian culture; but | am not advocating its evils that were there no doubt. That is
to say the Quran presents its system, that if it were established, it will produce all the
good things of life that were present at the time in Iran, and the Arabs were aware of
them. And please also note that, as mentioned before, these descriptions of heaven
should be taken as examples only.

Arab Victory over Iran and the sorry state of its empire

Dear friends, 1 want to mention briefly the state of the Iranian Empire during Caliph
Omar’s time. | have written about it in detail in my book Shahkar-e-Risaalat (The
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Pinnacle of Messenger-hood). Those were strange events. They are worth reading
from history: Iran was conquered by Arabs. Its king Yazd Gard was on the run and
could not get shelter anywhere. In the end, he was hiding inside a waterwheel when
he was killed. The king of Iranand this was his end! Thiswasin 16" A.H. or 637 A.C.

Sa’dibn AbTWaqqas and the details of Iran war bounty

My dear friends, during the Islamic Caliphate, one fifth of the war booty used to be
sent 1o the capital. So, these treasure from Iran arrived in Medina with a letter from
the commander of the victorious Muslim army Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas. | want to
describe some of the things that arrived in Medina among other precious and luxury
items: There was Kisra’s (Chosroe’s or Khosrau's) crown and necklace and clothes
full of precious pearls and stones: his sword and body armor were also full of
precious stones and jewels. The eyes of the people of Medina could not believe this
pile of treasure! This was the first time they had seen all these things. There was a 60
square yard carpet made of gold engraved with the map of Iran scattered with rivers
of pearls with gardens on both sides. The trees were made of golden trunks, their
leaves of pure silk, and their fruits of precious pearls and stones. Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas
had written that all these precious treasures were under the control of Muslim
soldiers with no one around, but they did not take even a single thing for themselves.
They brought everything to their leader.

My dear friends, what 1 am saying is simply this: Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas had described
all this war treasures in his letter to Caliph Omar. With this one example one can very
well imagine what wouldn’t be there in the Iranian culture and civilization? If we see
only these things then a picture emerges of the paradise that the Quran has described
¥ . A 20 ap |\ ]
as example. First, the Quran says: fun-_gszh_m 283 (76:12) — and Allah will
reward them for all their patience in adversity with a garden of bliss and with
garments of pure silk. x> is thick silk. What to say of this Arabic language my
friends! How words take us from one aspect to the next, from one level to another! A
garment made of silk is used to keep one warm. And because it is warm, it is called
o, =~ (with its plural ' »1) is derived from the same word and it means free. And
the one who is free cannot be a slave. Also, warmth is related to life and freedom in
contrast to cold which is related to slavery and death. The words “Z 1 =" =)l jal”
* a2 are all derived from the same root U - U - z . Please note that from this
point of view, the word “1_: " —which has come for the people of paradise in verse
76:12 — encompasses the meaning of warmth, freedom, and luxury. On the other
hand, in hell, there is subjugation, slavery, fetters and chains:&ﬂiﬁffﬂ:
(76:4). In contrast to this the very first word in heaven “I_x " tells about warmth,
garments of'silk, and freedom. You can see how in every word of the Quran, is hidden
meanings of both the worlds — here as well the Hereafter. This is the case in a
heavenly society: Eﬁjﬁjtﬁ[ﬁﬁﬂ‘%!ﬁl&%&gﬁ (76:13) — In that garden

they will on couches recline, and will know therein neither burning sun nor severe
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cold.
Caliph Omar and comparative survey of Arab and Iranian cultures

My dear friends! An envoy of the Roman Empire came to Medina to see in what
style the “king” of the Arabs lived. He was looking for him and could not find
him. Someone offered to take him to Caliph Omar. But when they reached they
saw him taking nap in the sun using his cloak as a pillow on a sandy gravel
ground. The person told the Roman envoy that he was our leader Omar. The envoy
was totally aghast at this scene! This was how the leader of the Muslims was living?!
In contrast, the cncral public was enjoying a lifestyle which the Quran describes as:
.,l‘T’g]Jt-[ﬁ 235%5 (76:13)— They will be sitting on couches that recline. Please notice
the contrast: this is Arabia where both summer and winter are harsh; and they will be
sitting on couches of power and authority! And the environment will be such that: b
I "'NEL.?E[Z}G;}{?G 13) — there will be neither burning heat nor severe cold. The
environment will be moderate like spring. considered to be the best weather. In
Arabian deserts and heat only date trees survive; and we know they don’t produce
any shades — in fact, they hardly have any leaves and even that at the tall end of a long
dry branchless trunk. But in heaven this situation will not be like this. There will be
garden with lush uees.m%ﬂ,m‘&% 53(76:14)—and its blissful shades
will come down low over them, and low will hang down its clusters of fruit, most
easy to reach. But my dear friends! The fruit-laden trees with blissful shades happen
in other human societies too, But the Quran says here that in the society based on its
permanent universal principles these fruits will hang down so low that one does not
have to make an effort to stretch one’s hands to get to them. This is a truly a heavenly
society!

One should cure my pain

My dear friends, the yield of grains and fruits has increased many folds in our time.
But the more it has increased the further it has become out of reach of the general
public. Whether it is the mangoes in summer or the oranges in winter, the common
man can only see them from a distance. You can imagine how far these have gone
away from the reach of the ordinary people. The Quran is sketching a scene to show
as an example of what will happen in a heavenly society: gardens with such trees that
will be providing blissful shadow and at the same time will be laden with fruits
whose clusters will be hanging so low that they will reach the hands of evervone.
This is heavenly society, my dear friends! Yields may increase thousand times. But,
il these are beyond the reach of the poor then, what is the benefit to them?

Let one claim to be the son of Mary;

One should cure my pain, my misery!
My dear friends, only those fruits will cure the pain and misery of the poor which are
within their reach. And, yes, they will be living in a heavenly society where there will
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wpsf & aere .
be fruits: mléis l::ﬁf\: (76:14) — hanging down its clusters, most easy within their
reach.

My dear friends, the Arabs did have pots and pans but they were not beautiful to look
at. Now, the cultural aspect came into the picture which we call <3 (Sagaafar).
Arabs had a tribe named —&3 2 (Bani Sageef). This tribe used to make and sharpen
swords. The culture of Arabs revolved around the sword: but our culture revolves
around song and dance. Please examine Islamic culture in this context. Anyway, the
next characteristic of that system is:

BEGsBAS S 5 BB B Ba% o5l ael S (76:15-16) - And they
will be waited upon with vessels of silver and goblets that will seem to be crystal-
like, but of silver — perfectly made, the measure whereof they alone will determine.
These are the things that Arabs didn’t have; but the Quran says that in the new system
they will have access to these beautiful objects. Then it saysm‘;!j’oﬁt%m Cainds
(76:17) — And in that paradise they will be given to drink of a cup flavored with
ginger.

To keep human energy in balance

My dear friends! In verse (76:5) it was said: 585 4al 3 OS and here in verse (76:17)
it is said: ﬂ’a?‘j[;’, 32 0E . Both 585 and Jass ) are used as medicine. 1 had mentioned
in the previous lecture that the purpose of these is to keep energy level in balance. The
Quran wants to keep human energy into balance. Too much energy or too much
weakness are both bad to society, and lead to evil. They must be brought into balance
by dinks made up of Js#8 or Jea3), Please look at the fine points in these words.

Every drink is called <\ = (Sharaab) in Arabic

My dear friends, as | had mentioned in the last lecture <! = in Arabic is not the same
thing as <! »% in our language. In Arabic, every kind of drink is called <! =, Sorry,
Softdrink! Because in English “drink™ is now used for wine. Anyway. the Quran says
they will have drinks that will restore their balance. Well, it is not possible to talk of
something important without the metaphor of drink and cup! So, on the surface, it
may seem that this talk is about drink and cup, but, in reality, it is about Islamic
system in which the power is kept in balance: i:j[‘;{.l‘j,ﬁ%t’m Cuiody (76:17)—
And in that paradise they will be given to drink of'a cup flavored with ginger.

The meaning of > 3

My dear friends, %>/ = does not mean that this kind of effect is in the drink itself: If
this drink is of Jus*j then it will increase warmth and if it is of 585 then it will reduce
it. But, here it is said: L=« which means that it is added to the drink to produce the
desirable effect. My dear friends, if | come to the detailed explanation and meaning
of words then it will take hours and | do not have that much time in these lectures. For
example, if I were to come to this word “Js33" and its history, then it would take one
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lecture by itself. Anyway the Quran says: %W-ﬁa (76:17). But, where does this
drink come from? The Quran tells: ﬂ;ﬂ:ﬁ[‘aﬁ{?ﬁ: 18). This is a fountain having
life-giving drink derived from a source to be found therein, whose name is "Seek Thy
Way". The Quran says about this fountain: L';ﬁm" (76:6) — they bring out this
fountain from the depths of their hearts by piercing hidden rocks within,

My dear friends, it is as if Iran’s picture is being drawn here. But the words used to
describe provide the entire teachings of Islam. The Quran says that these fountains
are not coming from somewhere else, from somewhere far off. Rather, these
fountains spring out from deep inside of hearts of those that establish and maintain
this heavenly society. They are an integral part of a true Islamic society because they
are essential for life’s necessities. If you remember the Quran said in Surah o5&\l
that streams that carry the susienance and nourishments of life in the society should
be left to [low freely to the door of every needy person without any obstruction. But
the rich and the powerful of the society stop these free-flowing streams, by putting
their own barriers; thus depriving the needy of their life-giving sustenance. And, as a
consequence, evil sparks start flying around. When hunger and poverty become
rampant then the entire society turns into a tinderbox.

Putting barriers on free-flowing steams of sustenance

My dear friends, this is the reason the Quran said about those who think that
performing the religious rituals is cnouglL If that is the case then they are deceiving

ll1emselves:&;iﬂjﬂi.:éﬁ;i&ﬂ bl (g8 (107:4-5) — Woe, then, unto those

~

praying ones whose hearts from their prayer are remule.wﬁ;i B (107:6) — those
who want only to be seen and praised by others that they are very pious. But they put
barriers on free-flowing sustenance: &yl Gaais (107:7) — and, withal, deny all
assistance to their fellow-men! The streams of sustenance that need to flow to
everyone in society; they put barriers on them thus preventing others from their
sustenance. These are the (xl=s for whom there is destruction because they put
barriers on the free-flowing sustenance: (jﬂ[ﬂ'l% (107:7). In contrast, in the
Quranic society — i.e., the heavenly society established on the universal permanent
values of the Quran — the stream {212 (76:18) keeps asking: “Where do you want
me to come? Let me know, | will come to you and fulfil your needs.”

The meaning of the Quranic terms were changed

My dear friends! These are the words of the Quran. These are the terms of the Quran.
One of its terms is also 2l (Sal-Sabeel). | have not seen it in Lahore but | saw a
petrol pump in Karachi named Js=« Such have become the use of Quranic terms
with us! When the term &sl=s (Musalleen) has become s }—=: (Namaazi) then why
not Jewdi become a petrol station?! (No wonder many Muslims name their
commercial enterprises using the words Allah, Mecca, Medina, etc.) This way we are
misusing the words and terms of the Quran, The Quranic J:ss and the Quranic
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Judu are no longer to be found anywhere in Muslim societies. Please note down

another reference (83:26-27):_gs5 (45543 ; GatX ST 3 35 -8, 4% — pouring

forth with a fragrance of musk. To that drink of paradise, then, let all such aspire as
are willing to aspire to things of high account: for it is composed of all that is most
exalting,

The Quranic words “<—s" (Musk) and *a25" (Tasneem) and their meaning

My dear friends, the Quran has unique and mlraculuus meaning in each of its words.
It says Slws 4B (K hitaamuhu Miskun) — the seal is made of “<S—<"which we call (in
Urdu) <-Ze, This is same thing as was mentioned before in relation to Jss3 3, What is
its purpose? It says: ~=i (4a 42l 3a 5. But please forgive me! We use it for different
purpose. For example, when the first girl is born we name her a= (Naseem); then
after that we name the second girl ~== (Shameem); and then, the third one we name
her 28 ( Tasneem)!

My dear friends! a2 is the waterfall whose height is very high. For rain and for
revelation the word is Js3* (Nuzeol) which means to come down from above. This
fall whose name is 283 falls down from a great height; and asks for the way leading to
everyone’s door who is thirsty; and by quenching his thirst, it moves on to the door of
the next thirsty person; and on and on...it keeps going.

(e ga(Momin) always [lies higher and higher

My dear friends, it is told about this heavenly fall (named Tasnim) that: aid e 43l 3e s
— it is composed of that which is most exalting. And it has the seal of musk. In it has
been added a little Jusi'y (Zanjabil) to create warmth and energy for those who drink
from it. The question is: Why is this all being done? The Quran says it is done: <2
Ol U008 — 50 that in the race of life, on the highway of world-nations, those
who want to get ahead could get ahead. These drinks and the comfort are given for
getting ahead in life. These are meant for rejuvenating the life of nations; and a (= 3=
nation is always higher and on top of other nations, A (= s« cannot accept any other to
be equal and higher than him. A s s« can never accept orders from anyone above him
except Allah. A (= s always keeps moving higher and higher: Mﬂ%ﬂ;
(83:26) — let all such aspire as are willing to aspire to things of high account, get
ahead.

Social conditions in heavenly society

My dear friends, the Quran says: lﬁlﬂj = (41 ul.,\j,,dmj,ﬁ.

(76:19) —And immortal youths will wait upon them: whm you see them, you would
deem them to be scattered pearls. That is, there would be family members in heaven
but only those that deserve to be there. Being a son of a famous father doesn’t entitle
one to go to heaven. Blood relationship is of no value there. Only those people will go
to heaven who earned it. The Quran has presented a picture of heaven where one
would like one’s family members to be there as well. Therefore, one should think
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about one’s family members’ welfare as well. “When that happens then your youth
will be there possessing vitality, good features. and good attributes and habits. When
you will see them there, you will feel as if you are seeing shining pearls.” This
example of shining pearls reflects their shining spotless character. If you remember,
there is a pamphlet entitled “2245 3 & or shining pearl. (In Arabic a pearl is called
'), This metaphor is used for describing a person with shining spotless character.
So, this type of youth and children will be there. And then the Quran used the word
* 234" What to say my friends!? This word is used for scattered pearls. This
signifies that the children in that society will not be confined to the walls of homes
because of fear of safety or fear of acquiring bad habits. The entire society will be a
heavenly society. There is no corner in heaven that will be hell just as there is no
corner of hell that is heaven. So, these are the scattered shining pearls of the heavenly
society: VRSER] (76:19) - that the Quran is talking about, and where there will be no
trace ol hell.

Power as well as beauty along with comfort—in a heavenly society

My dear friends, after this the Quran says: m‘mﬁm E;Tjﬁé;fjﬁ]; (76:20). What
would be available there? Well! If one looks at the Universe then one sees both its
beauty as well as its power. The same will be reflected in the heavenly society: on one
side will be things of comfort, beauty, elegance, and elements of grace. And, on the
other side, will be power, authority, and true national sovereignty of a free country.
These are elements of power. The Allah of the Quran is:éﬂ@fj(ﬁ:ﬂ] — Powerful
as well as worthy of being appreciated and full of grace. It is said in this verse (76:20)
that when you observe this heavenly society carefully then vou will find its two
important characteristics: 1) things of comfort, beauty and grace; and 2) power and

authority as well. This power and authority is:fn’mj(?ﬁ:lﬂ)—a greal nalion-state!

A state spread over 2.3 million square miles

My dear friends, this is the aspect of power and authority of Islam that kept on
expanding. The people of Mecca and Medina kept on expanding this Islamic power
and authority because its human condition of beauty and grace attracted other
peoples to it. You can very well imagine that in just few years, by the end of the
Prophet’s (PBUH) life, the Islamic state had reached one million square miles; and
during the period of Caliph Omar (634-645) this had reached 2.3 million square
miles including all of Iran, the Roman Byzantine, Egypt, and even areas of
Baluchistan in Pakistan. Little later, as history tells, the Islamic state had reached the
doors of China. This Islamic state was so great that its left-over has created more or
less 60 Muslim countries in the world. They owe their existence to the efforts of the
Prophet (PBUH) and his companions. These are the thrown-away broken pieces of
that once great Islamic state that we continue to chew until today. It is altogether a
different matter though as to what that once great Islamic state stood for and what our
so-called Muslim “independent” states now stand for? But, still the remnants of that
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once greal true Islamic state — 8 181 — still retain some of'it’s power, comfort, and
beauty — though in the form of broken and gnawed pieces!

Reach and access over the bounties of 28 Sda (Mulk Kabeer — The Great Nation)
My dear friends, please note that these verses are not talking of fakirs, dervishes,
religious mystics and priests but of € s The Quran says that 328 ks is the result
of belief (J=!) and good deeds (&= Jz) LFII' us come 1o the aspect of luxury and
comfort in this state, The Quran says:}‘s 5 VT e e

!JJHL#MQMI 76:21) - they will be
dressed in garments of pure silk and brocade, made of thin as well as thick silk. And
further: ® :,;_‘;,I:T@JZE (76:21) - they will be adorned with bracelets of silver. The
word s (Osaawir) is a strange word. Its literal meaning is height, elite status,
dignity and respect. From the same root (» - 3 - =) is derived the name of the
chapters of the Quran called Surah (s s~) i.e., taking one towards high level. The
high elite and close advisors of the king in Iran were called Js!. (The same way as
the closest advisors of the Mogul king Akbar were called “the nine gems™.) These
were the very few chosen ones among the elites in the Persian Empire. The us! in
Iran were given gold and silver bracelets to wear as a sign of their high and powerful
status. This will be the sign of the people of heaven. Just as | mentioned before, these
are the words through which the same picture is being presented by the Quran as
there was in Iran. The Quran emphasizes further that: |ﬁ€ﬁﬁﬁ; (76:21)—And
their Sustainer will give them a drink most pure.

All this would be the result of man’s own good deeds

My dear friends, it may come to mind by this mention of drink that evil things will
pop up in their character due to their high status, and due to their life of comfort and
luxury: because what we call =! =, we know what it does to its drinkers? That is why
the Quran immediately dispelled this thought right away: If;:btlﬁ;ﬁj" A
(76:21) — And their Sustainer will give them a drink most pure that will produce and
maintain purity in their high character and balanced lifestyle. Also, this will be given
to them not as free gift. In fact, it is we who have created loopholes for our own self-
interest that heaven will be distributed as baksheesh. Please remember! Heaven is
never gotten as baksheesh but is earned. and it is given as a return for good deeds:
ljﬂiﬁ’;aﬁgﬁgﬁoﬁ]ﬁ@l (76:22) — And they will be told: "Verily, all this is your
reward since your endeavor in life has met Allah’s goodly acceptance!" Allah is
rewarding for their hard work with the fruits of their labor. *Your effort has produced
its full output. This is not a piece of charity that is given to you.” The Quranic society
is founded on the principle:&f-tg‘[gﬁ"ﬂ (53:39) —nothing shall be accounted unto
man but what he is striving for. And that the return is only for the effort, and not on the
capital. Now, how to establish this society? The Quran says that Allah has given the

blueprint for its establishment in his Book:i’,ﬁé‘ éﬂﬁﬂféﬁﬁl{?ﬁ:ﬂ ).
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The Quran’sadvice to establish such a society: Do it step-by-step

My dear friends, here in verse (76:23) Allah says: “We have sent down this Quran
step-by-step so that you can establish its heavenly society also step-by-step. This
Quran has been sent down from Us gradually and slowly for vour benefit.” This is
because an evil system that was prevalent at the time of the Prophet (PBUH) could
not be changed overnight. This Quranic system could not be established by
revolution but by evolution, in a gradual step-by-step manner. This requires, first of
all, a change in attitude; a change in self; a change in psychology; and a change of
heart by a fundamental change in people’s character and their personality. The
fountains of this change are to spring out from the very depths of their hearts. One can
produce a hectic revolution in a short time on the basis of power but this cannot
produce a change in the hearts of people. But the real revolution that accompanies
change of hearts requires proper teaching and education, proper training, and

purification of character: "m';mr; ;—'@lm (2:129).

Caliph Omar’s own account of his acceptance of Islam

My dear friends, to bring about this revolution there was none other than the Prophet
(PBUH) as a teacher himself, and the companions as his students, The Quran tells
that the duty of the Prophet (PBUH) was: to teach the knowledge and the wisdom
contained in the Book of Allah using Allah-given intellect; to create Allah-
consciousness in their hearts; and to purifying the hearts and minds of his
companions. These were the people through whose hands the heavenly Quranic
sociely was to be established. This was a slow, painstaking, and long difficull process
that could not happen overnight.

Also, as such, all the companions are equally worthy of the high place they occupy:
and all of them are worthy of praise and appreciation. But the companions through
whose hands the Islamic state came into existence, the name of Omar (R) occupies a
special place among them. The question comes again and again as to how he became
Omar Farooq from Omar Ibn Khattab? He describes himself of his conversion to
Islam thus: “I went out one night to the place where 1 and others used to drink and
have good time. But no one was there that night, So 1 got quite disappointed. It was
our usual practice to go home late at night. So, I thought let me go to the Ka'aba:
maybe there was someone that 1 could talk to and pass some time before I go home.
When I reached its perimeter | saw thal someone was reciting something in a very
striking voice. This recitation started affecting my heart rapidly. | very quietly stood
at a side so that the person won’t notice me. I found that it was Muhammad (PBUH)
who was reciting the verses of the Quran. He kept reciting and the words of the Quran
started penetrating and changing my heart. I thought: O Allah! This is the book
against which there is so much hatred? In fact, this Book is quite the opposite. After
this I hid myself inside the cover of the Ka'aba. I was careful not to disturb
Muhammad. He kept reciting. It was a clear night full of stars; there was the quietness
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of Ka’aba; there was this unique striking voice of Muhammad (PBUH): and there
were these unique heart-piercing words of Allah — what an atmosphere it was?! [ kept
listening, When Muhammad (PBUH) finished reciting and started for his home 1|
followed behind him quietly. When he reached home he turned his face and saw me.
It was well known that | wanted to kill him. He asked why [ was there at this time of
the night. I said that I was just following him. He asked what my intention was. I told
him that my intention was to kiss his hand; that whatever you were reciting | want to
recite as well; that my intention is that I want to accept Islam.” How many days and
nights of agony would have taken for Omar [bn Al-Khattab to reach this stage, one
can’t say. But his study of Islam and his purification of character started from that
moment onwards under the tutelage and guidance of the Prophet (PBUH). And that is
how Omar Ibn Al-Khattab became the great Omar Farooq!

My dear friends, the Quran was sent down gradually. [t was not meant that one should
stay in a closed room and should recite its words on the beads of a rosary (z23).
There is no struggle involved in doing this. There is no opposition from anyone in
doing this, But this Quran was about establishing a system; and, opposition against it
was natural- and it happened. This is the reason the Quran said: m
(76:24) — many difficulties will come in its way; there would be extreme opposition
in carrying out its obedience and commandments. So the Quran says: bear all
this with great patience and perseverance. And the most important thing is that:
|j;:f;ﬂ'4'z_;;:’_igﬂ; (76:24). What great meanings are contained in the words Ul and
_ 588! The traditional translation is: and pay no heed to any of them, who is a wilful
sinner or an ingrate. But this translation does not do justice to the depth of meaning
contained in the words Wil (Aathiman) and s (Kafoor).

Tiresome program

My dear friends, this kind of system. this kind of governance, and this kind of
program and its organization are extremely difficult; and make those who carry them
out very tired. The meaning of the word 2 is something that makes one tired. And the
meaning of _ S is that which grounds human abilities. In every human rule this is
what happens. They kill human creativity and make life so difficult for people that
they get tired both physically and mentally. Those who maintain this kind of a system
try their best that people’s natural potentials are never realized. Therefore, the Quran
says: Do not obey them (76:24). Instead: §3,b 90 45541 els M,ﬁhﬁﬁjﬁ?ﬁiﬁ,ﬂ
(76:25-26) — bear in mind to imbibe your Sustainer’s attributes morning and evening
in your life and during some portion of the night; and bow down in obedience before
Him; and carry out His limitless glory throughout the long night. My dear friends!
Some people start deciding timings of prayer from these verses. But from my fifty
years of study of the Quran, | can tell that timings of prayers cannot be determined
from the Quran.
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The reason for my opposition to Ahl-e-Quran

My dear friends! 1 do not get involved into sectarian debates. | always say that we
should maintain whatever tradition regarding rituals has down to the Ummah; and to
not change it or create any new ways. My fight with Ahl-e Quran is on this issue
because they created a new sect on just this matter: that the number of prayers is three
instead of five, using the above verses (76:25-26). Was the ship of Ummah drowning
with five pravers that it needed to be saved by having three prayers? What was
achieved by this change anyway? Instead, if they had focused on the real meaning
and purpose of s> then that would have been more helpful.

Prophet’s Shu‘aib’s s3a

Anyway, the Quran told: él},.’;'r;::.lj(?'ﬁﬁﬁ) — Spread Allah’s universal system of
sustenance; keep on struggling morning and evening, and some parts of the night;
and remain unswervingly steadfast in this struggle: mﬁ (76:24). Whether it
was three prayers or five or ten —~whatever the number —this is not an issue of deep
concern. Prophet Shu*aib asked his people to let him establish his ¢%-=. Thinking
that it is just a matter of performing worship, they said: Go ahead and establish your
worship your way, and we will do our worship our way. We are not going to oppose
you. When he established his system of +>s then his people asked him: O Shu*aib!
What is this?! We thought that you will do some kind of prayer and worship. But your
system of «3k= doesn’t even allow us to spend our wealth the way we want, What
kind of »>= is this?! He said: Yes! This is Allah’s system of «>=. This is the reason
the Quran said:W(?ﬁ:Edﬂ —many difficulties will come in the path of carrying
out the order of Allah, the provider of sustenance and nourishment; there would be
extreme opposition to it. So be steadfast and unwavering in carrying out this order
(22=) of Allah with patience and perseverance.

My dear friends! We had full freedom to worship even during the British rule in
India. Even today the Hindu secular government allows Muslims to pray Jle
(Namaaz). What kind of steadfastness is required for this? What kind of system is
there in this 3l to implement that will generate opposition and invite a flood of
hostilities? What kind of obstruction it is going to cause in the current order of things
that will not be permitted to Muslims to carry out? Nothing like that. On the other
hand, the Salah (+>=) was to declare that no human (or collection of humans) has the
right to rule and govern over other humans. This is the = my friends! And, no
government canallow this:

If the Mullah has the permission of prostration;
The ignorant one thinks that Islam has freedom.
This is the difference between j«iand »3—= my dear friends!
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The real reason for opposition

The Quran said about those who oppose its system: 53 (g sb% ﬁ&ﬁ;w;ﬁﬂﬂ&
(76:27) — They love short-term gains because these are easily obtained. They pile
wealth and give some small percentage to charity: they always look for profit
whichever way it comes; and they are always in search of loopholes to save money —
these are all short-term benefits that they keep in front of them. But the long-term
zoals? ﬂ:ﬁtﬁ (76:27)—this is difficult and they put away behind them. This is a Day
that will be hard. They are ever proud that they are very strong and powerful. But they
forget: ﬂ;ﬁ%‘fﬁﬁﬂéﬁlj‘ ;i;",’ﬁ;ﬁ; 4as 5% (76:28) It is We Who created
them, and it is We who made them strong; but, when We will, We can substitute the
likes of them. They have forgotten that the haughtiness they display so much because
of their wealth and power and because of the means and the wherewithal they have —
these are all created by Us and if We take them away then nothing will remain with
them,

If they do not change their system then they will be finished

My dear friends! The Quran openly declared: ﬁﬁﬂgTﬂﬁﬂalﬂ; (76:28)—Itis
not impossible for Our Law of Requital to bring another people in their place. The
Quran has said this at many places. This was not said just to the unbeliever and idol
worshipper Arabs but to us as well who claim to be believers. If we do not establish
the system of the Quran — though we keep saying with our tongue that we believe in
the Quran — then Allah says that He will bring another nation that will establish it. &}
G5 3 528 S B S350 &) (76:29) — This is an admonition: Whosoever will, let
him take a (straight) Path to his Sustainer. This is an open system not restricted in
time or place. Any nation who is willing to establish this system can do so. After this
the Quran says: ﬁ["._ﬁéﬂlaiiﬁj (3 (76:30). This verse requires some explanation.

My dear friends, in the entire Quran you will find that it says again and again that
Allah has given human beings freewill and freedom of choice; that Allah has given
man total freedom to choose any of the two ways — the right way or the wrong way.
This 1s why man becomes responsible and accountable for his choice. In another
place the Quran says: ¥53 ;{ge;.gw;;’ﬁ;‘[;;ﬁ*- ‘Gﬁyllﬁj{ 18:29) —Say, "The
truth has come from your Lord": Let him who will‘,Jbe]ieve: and let him who will,
reject it. This is the entire teaching of the Quran. Here also, in this verse (18:29), it
says;EE;i as itsays in verse (76:29), But the way the usual translation is done for the
next verse (76:30), the entire edifice of the Quran falls down. Let us see this
translation: ﬁi&ﬁlﬁ;ﬁﬁt’ (76:30)— But you cannot not will. except as Allah wills.
Thus all the other places where Quran says: “you are free to choose whatever you
want” come crashing down to the ground from this translation. According to this
translation Allah controls everything, Also, the standard sermon that is repeated all
the time — Whomever He wants He will guide and whomever He wants He will
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misguide — leaves no doubt in the minds of Muslims that Allah controls their lives.
They say that one of the attributes of Allah is J=a% which is generally translated as
*one who misguides people™! This means that man cannot choose anything from his
own freewill. According to the rules of grammar and according to many reliable
interpreters the correct translation ul’vcrsc:;fij Qﬂl&;@ﬂ;{?ﬁ:m) is: —Since Allah
has showed the two ways — the right way and the wrong way — we should choose what
Allah wants us to choose, i.e., He wants us to choose the right way according to our
own freewill although we are free to choose the wrong way. But whatever way we
choose — the right way or the wrong way — we are responsible for that choice; and we
will be held accountable for it, If Allah is choosing for us then where is our freedom?
And why should we be held accountable for that choice that we never made? And
why should one be sent to hell it Allah misguided him? This does not make any sense.

My dear friends, the Quran then says: mm&%ﬁﬂ&l (76:30)— for Allah is full of
Knowledge and Wisdom. It is Allah who knows what the right way is for us in the
long-term. And, He wanis us to choose the right way. Then we will be able to enter
into His Grace: *4025 85654 J8.35 (76:31)— But, here again, the words <L 2 has
come, and the usual translation is: He will admit to His Mercy whom He wants. But if
it He who wants to admit then where is our freewill then? The real meaning actually
is this: Whoever wants to be admitted, Allah admits him to His Mercy. But if one is
engaged in misconduct then obviously it means that one does not want to be admitted
to His mercy. Then Allah will render His verdict: QIT0GE 2P SETEGRMES (76:31)—this
would be considered wrong and a transgression; and there will be grievous penalty
for that. However, if we accept the traditional translation: “But you cannot will it
unless God wills™ then why 1s this wrong and a transgression and grievous penalty?
Again, this does not make sense. In fact, those who are sl they are so by theirown
free choice. You know that L5 means darkness; that whatever proper place is for
something it is not kept at that place: that whatever proper place is for someone he is
not at that place but he has snatched away someone else’s place and occupied it. That
is why in this verse (76:31) the Quran says that remember! For transgressors and
evildoers - Our Laws of Requital has readied grievous suffering.

My dear friends! Surah Al-Dahr (23Y) is finished today. We will take Surah A/-
Mursalaat (<35 s) in the next lecture.

Tt [ [~
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Q our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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