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10/6/2003- 



ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF THE HOLY QURAN 





 (107:1-3). It will be the test for the truthfulness of their claim for faith (iman) to give for the fulfilment of the needs of the poor and the destitute. The Quran calls it “sadaqah” (alm). 
Sadaqaat (alms) 



 
. Since the Central Authority of this system the most generous Prophet (S) being the Head of the Islamic State, was asked to collect the charities (sadaqaat) himself (9:103), and to spend the items thus collected, for the welfare of the society as detailed in Surah Al Tawbah (9:60). [The beneficiaries of expenditure are: (1) the poor, (2) the needy, (3) those employed to administer the funds, (4) persons whose hearts have been (recently) reconciled (to the Truth), (5) those in the bondage, (6) the indebted, (7) in the cause of Allah, and (8) the wayfarers. These items of expenditure for sadaqqat, have been mistaken for zakaat (Description of zakaat will come later). It was stated earlier that giving credit to the persons in need, and for its repayment convenience of the debtor has to be considered. Now it is commanded: ‘Give credit to Allah’. (57:18; 73:20) i.e., ‘When the Central Authority of your system [i.e. the Generous Prophet (S)] appeals for fulfilment of any common need, whatever is possible by anyone, that should be given to him. The Central Authority will spend this ‘loan’ towards items for your protection, and after sometime, when your society becomes strong and this new system gets fully established, then whatever you have given now as loan ‘to Allah’, you will get this back completely.’ (8:60). But at this moment if you show miserliness, then you will be destroyed; therefore do not purchase destruction by your own hand.’ (2:195). What kind of this destruction or extinction will it be? 



You will get erased, and your place will be taken up by some other nation, which will not be like you (47:38). The passion of individual selfishness (called temptation of the devil or evil apprehensions) will allure you to keep your money with you; to help you in need (2:268). But you should not fall prey to such evil temptations. The disorder which develops in the society due to unevenness the individual assets do not help at all or protect them. Those who think so (that our money will save us from disaster), and render to others the same evil counsel, disasters and destructions will overtake their homes (4:37; 57:24; 92:8-9). Remember! Whatever you give away for the benefits of humanity, will not only give you protection, it will also make you grow and develop further (92:18). Your physical growth and development and also that of your ‘self’ which in fact is the final goal and the main objective for the efforts and struggle of your present life. Growth and development of human self is termed as ‘Nearness to Allah’ because this makes the attributes of Allah exhibited in man (within human limits). This ‘Nearness to Allah’ is not achieved by accumulation of wealth; this nerves is achieved by ‘Presenting the wealth to Allah’ (34:37). Undoubtedly like women and children, there is love and attraction towards goods and wealth too (3:14). 













 
 









Allama Parwez’s Letters to Saleem Revisited  Meaning of Salat and Zakat 
 

Translated and abridged by  
Abdus Sattar Ghazali  

Deen is the name of a system. This system meant that human beings should live 
together in such a manner that every individual should have an equal opportunity for 
to develop its full potential or self-realisation. A system in which each individual 
should become a means for the development of potentials of others and in this way 
finds way of his/her own development of potentials. 
 
In this system, the needs of the natural life are very elementary things. A system that 
is responsible for the development of all natural potentials, cannot forget the natural 
needs of human beings. 
 
Obviously, such a great system will have many elements of various kinds. Any tiny 
element of the system will be unique and vital and will have a role in producing the 
results of the system, while the whole system will be paralysed if that tiny element 
failed to function, just like a loose of a screw of railway track will stop all trains. 
 
Various injunctions in the Islamic system have equal importance. When that system 
was established, all actions those were in accordance with the system principles, 
played role in bringing out the results. But when the system vanished, its elements 
remained like a railway junkyard, with out-of-order signals and broken railway 
tracks. 
 
Within the system, various injunctions and principles are part of Deen. Outside the 
system became rituals. Madhhab is the name of a group of rituals and the sacred 
wishes attached to it. Concrete results are the proof of the authenticity or truthfulness 
of a Deen, while truthfulness of Madhhab remains confined to the good faith of its 
believers (followers).  Deen is like a living body working as an organic whole while 
in Madhhab, parts of the dead body are scattered at the sacred places and worshiped. 
 
Although, the system that Islam gave and described with a comprehensive term of” 
ad-Deen”, cannot be broken into pieces. But to understand we can divide it into two 
parts: its one part revolutionised individual life and another part was responsible for 
the development of human potential. (Again I will emphasise that these were not two 
parts. Internal revolution i.e. the result of change is potential development and the 



result of human development is human personality development. I made these parts 
just for clarification.) 
 
Quran has described this as: 

 In As-Salat’s terminology, full system of psychological change is reflected in its 
miniature form and all means of potential development are found in Az-Zakat. Az-
Zakat means growth. As-Salat embraces all aspects of a Muslim, his/her all 
movements, thoughts and intentions. 
 
As-Salat is the name of following the right path. The path about which God said:  
Your potential developer’s law (God’s Law) is in vogue on the balanced path. You 
should also follow that path. 
 
In order to get a clear understanding of As-Salat terminology we have to see its literal 
meaning. In horse racing the winner horse is called ‘ As-Sabiq’ and the one 
immediately following him is called ‘Al-Musalli’ (from Sallaa i.e. the extreme end of 
the tail), because he puts the front part of his head near the tail of the preceding horse. 
That is why in Sura Al-Qiyamah, Quran says about the people who deviate from the 
Islamic system: 

 (In the light of these facts) Tell the person who does not testify (saddaqa) to Our Law 
of Accountability; who does not follow (salla) the straight path; (who) instead belies 
(kazzaba) and tries to escape (tawalla) from it. (75/31-32) 
 
Saleem, here Takzeeb is used against Tasdeeq and Salla against Tawalla i.e. finding 
ways of escape. Therefore, Musalli is he/she who follows exactly the balanced path 
shown by the law of potential development. 
 
Prostration "sajda”means abiding the divine law. In sura Al-Alaq, God tells Nabi 
Mohammad: Don’t follow those who do not accept the Divine System. But prostrate 
and become closer. 

 



In more clear words, Quran says:"O Rasul, you should never feel the necessity to 
compromise with them. (The question of any compromise between conflicting 
ideologies of life does not arise. What you have to do is) Obey and follow the Divine 
Laws to the maximum possible extent as, in this way, every step of yours will take 
you nearer to your destined goal. (96/17) 
 
Prostrate and become closer. It means that reject abidance of all non-divine laws. 
Prostration is the manifestation of abidance of the divine law. 
 Similarly in sura Al Mursalat, it is said about criminals and liars that when they are 
asked to bow (go into ruku), they do not do. It means that defiance of divine law and 
rebellion from it is an obstacle in ruku. Therefore, ruku means practical confirmation 
of divine law and bowing before it.  

 “When told to bow before Our Laws, they never do so”. (77/48) 
 
In sura A’raaf, complete abidance of the divine law is called as establishment of As-
Salat. 

 “As to those who hold fast by the Book and establish As-Salat, never shall We suffer 
the reward of the righteous to perish.”(7/170). 
 
In other words, could they not realise the simple truth that the abode of the next world 
was for those who hold fast to the Book and establish the Nizam-us-Salat (the system 
of Salat)? Their right actions would not go unrequited. 
 
Abidance of divine law is not possible without the establishment of Deen’s system 
(Government according to the laws of Quran). And because establishment of Salat is 
a part of this system, therefore establishment of Salat is not possible without the 
establishment of a government in accordance with the laws of Quran. In sura Hajj it is 
said clearly that when we will give power to those who wanted to establish Quranic 
system, they will establish Salat and arrange Zakat. 



 “(They are) those who, if We establish them in the land, establish Salat and provide 
Zakat, enjoin the right and forbid wrong: with Allah rests the end (and decision) of 
(all) affairs.”(22/41) 
 
In other words, concerning the group of oppressed people who have at last risen to 
wipe out transgression and zulm, God says that if We bestow on them the authority to 
rule and they do come into power, (they will not do any injustice and oppression but) 
they will establish Salat (so that everyone in society follows the system of Divine 
Laws).  They will provide means of development to each and everyone and enforce 
Laws which are in conformity with the Divine Code (the Quran); and forbid people 
from doing anything that is contrary to it.  In other words, in every case they will first 
look for the guidance given by Allah’s Law; and then after discussion and 
consultation decide their affairs according to the Divine Law (5/44). 
 
In sura An-Noor, earthly rule and establishment of Deen is conditional on the 
establishment of Salat and Zakat. 

 “Allah has promised, to those among you who believe and work righteous deeds, that 
He will, of a surety, grant them in the land, inheritance (of power), as He granted it to 
those before them; that He will establish in authority their religion - the one which He 
has chosen for them; and that He will change (their state), after the fear in which they 
(lived), to one of security and peace: 'They will follow Me (alone) and not associate 
aught with Me.' If any do reject Faith after this, they are rebellious and wicked. 
(24/55) 



The question arises as to what one would gain by obeying these Laws? Allah has 
promised people who have faith in the truthfulness of the Divine Laws and who do 
the righteous deeds, that He will establish their authority on this earth (33/27); and 
their government will turn their land into Jannah (paradise) (39/74). 
 
This is Our eternal Law according to which We caused previous generations to 
establish their authority on this earth (28/6).  According to this Law and as a result of 
their Eiman and righteous deeds, We will grant them rule over the land and 
strengthen the system of life which We have chosen for them.  The result will be that 
it will replace their erstwhile state of fear by a sense of security and peace; so that 
they may obey Our Laws in comfort.  Also there will be no pressure on them to obey 
any one else, thus becoming guilty of Shirk.   
 
No worldly power or authority should force them to obey man-made or other laws 
instead of those given by Allah. But keep one thing in mind. This Order will last as 
long as they continue obeying Divine Laws.  For those who after the establishment of 
the system do not work according to it (and start enforcing their own laws), this will 
amount to going astray and abandoning the straight path, which leads them to the 
right destination.  They will thus be deprived of the bounties of a blissful life, which 
are the result of Eiman and righteous deeds.  When the basis is lost how can its 
fruitful results be sustained? 

 “So establish Salat and Zakat; and obey the Messenger. that ye may receive 
mercy.”(24/56) 
 
Therefore, if you want to achieve such authority in the land and ensure its continuity, 
you have to establish the system of Salat and make the social structure along a line 
that ensures that mankind continues getting the maximum means of nourishment.  
This is not an individual function, but a collective effort possible only under a 
disciplined and orderly system. For this it is important that you should obey the Rasul 
(the center of authority in the system); and the result will be that the divine bounties 
will be showered on you. Keep in mind that the one and only way of establishing 
supremacy of your Deen and living an Islamic way of life, is if you make the entire 
fabric of society conform with Quranic injunctions. And thereafter everyone should 
obey the system). 
 
In sura Shura, where it is said: their government will be formed through consultation 
before this aqamat-As-Salat and infaq fi sabilillah is mentioned. 



 “Those who hearken to their Lord, and establish As-Salat; who (conduct) their affairs 
by mutual consultation; who spend out of what We bestow on them for 
sustenance.”(42/38) 
 
These are the people who respond to the call and come forward to establish the 
Nizam-e-Rabubiyyat (Quranic System for Potential Development). They obey His 
Laws and remain within the bounds of Nizam-us-Salat (System of Salat), which 
teaches them to decide their affairs through mutual consultations and according to 
Divine Laws.  Furthermore, they keep open for the nourishment of other needy 
human beings, most of whatever means of sustenance, which they have been provided 
with. In effect, they retain for themselves only what is necessary for their own 
survival. 
 
In Sura Al Hajj, where it is said about the people who wanted to establish the Quranic 
order that their duty will be to oversee the deeds of human beings, at the same place  
aqeemus-Salat and ata-uzakat is mentioned and then said:  

 
“And strive in His cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity and under discipline). 
He has chosen you, and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion; it is the cult of 
your father Abraham. It is He Who has named you Muslims, both before and in this 
(Revelation); that the Messenger may be a witness for you, and ye be witnesses for 
mankind! So establish regular Prayer, give regular Charity, and hold fast to Allah. He 
is your Protector - the Best to protect and the Best to help!”(22/78)  



In other words continue striving for the establishment and sustenance of the Divine 
Order and make this struggle in right earnestness.  It is He Who has chosen you to 
carry out this mission; so do not ever think of  it as some kind of hardship or labour 
imposed on you.  This order is not a new one.  This is the same order, which was 
established by your own forefather Abraham.  Even the name "Muslim” which is 
given to you is not a new one; in bygone times Allah had given this name to other 
similar communities.  Now in the Quran, this very name is proposed for you. 
The practical aspect of this programme is that your Rasul would supervise your deeds 
(and after him your central authority would do so); and you would supervise the 
performance of other mankind. For this purpose you should establish the system of 
As-Salat and make arrangements for the development of mankind, by holding fast to 
the Divine Laws (the Quran).  Bear in mind that Allah alone is your Supreme 
Protector and He certainly is an excellent Guardian and Helper. Therefore have 
complete faith in His Laws. This is the practical programme and the key to every 
success and achievement in life. 
Therefore it is clear that abidance of divine law is not possible without the 
establishment of As-Salat and Az-Zakat. 
In Sura A’raaf, first it is said:  

 
Say: “My Rabb hath commanded justice; and that ye set your whole selves (to Him) 
at every time and place of prayer, and call upon Him, making your devotion sincere 
as in His sight: such as He created you in the beginning, so shall ye return.” (7/29) 
In other words you should concentrate upon exclusive and sincere obedience to 
Allah’s laws. This way you will once again attain that heavenly life from which your 
ancestors were expelled. An authentic system of life can be established only through 
the divine law. 
If establishment of As-Salat was only meant our formal prayer (namaz in Urdu), then 
it was not required to establish a Quranic government. We used to pray even under 
the British Raj and today Muslims in India are also praying. 
Quran also tells us that the natural result of the establishment of As-Salat is 
establishment of rule to govern in accordance with the divine law. Do we have this 
rule from our prayers? 
In Sura Al-Baqra it is said: 



 
“Those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and establish regular prayers and 
regular charity, will have their reward with their Rabb: on them shall be no fear, nor 
shall they grieve.”(2/277) 
In other words, those who believe in, and act in accordance with, the Laws of Allah 
and establish the Order of As-Salat and Az-Zakat will not have any fear or anxiety for 
it would be the result of their actions that this Order would be established, and for 
this, their reward would lie with their Rabb (The Potential Developer). 
Let us ponder if our prayers and 2 ½ percent Zakat is brining this result! 
In Sura Al-Ankabut, it is said: 

 
“For Salat restrains from shameful and unjust deeds.”(29/45) 
The Salat system will certainly stop people from collecting everything for themselves 
and from not caring about the welfare of others.  Does our Salat (prayers) producing 
this result? 
In Sura Ar-Rum, the two aspects of Salat’s natural results are explained. First it is 
said:  

 
“Turn ye back in repentance to Him, and fear Him: establish regular prayers, and be 
not ye among those who join gods with Allah.”(30/31)  
And then added: 

 
“Those who split up their Religion, and become (mere) Sects, - each party rejoicing in 
that which is with itself!”(30/32)  



After people split into sects, every group thinks it is on the path of truth and is 
therefore content with its own way. Remember getting split into sects or factions 
amounts to shirk (infidelity). 
Practical result of Divine Law’s obedience will be the establishment of Quranic 
system that will naturally result in the unity of humanity that is divided due to lack of 
this system. In other words you should remain fully conscious of His Laws. To 
achieve this, establish the Nizam-us-Salat (System of Salat, wherein everyone follows 
His Laws according to one’s own free will). In this obedience and following, do not 
include anyone else’s laws or decisions.  This will create uniformity of thought and 
action amongst yourselves and, as such, all humanity will become one Ummah 
(Nation). 
At this point Saleem, you may be thinking that what is performed in mosques in the 
name of Namaz (prayer) has any reality? The answer to this is “yes” as well as “no”. 
You know that any soldier has regular routines. Everyday he is called for military 
exercise that he has to perform at the war front. 
You also know that there is an individual psychology and there is a mass psychology. 
Although group is composed of individuals but individual psychology is different 
than group psychology. Mass psychology condition is not the sum total of individual 
psychology. It brings different results. 
Islam has prescribed the temporary Salat gatherings as a reminder to the system of 
Deen. In this way these gatherings are an inseparable part of the system.  But if the 
system is not in vogue and we individually or in mosques knee and prostrate (ruku 
and sajud), that will be similar to the unused railway signal and broken railway track 
(mentioned earlier). 
Saleem, just think of a soldier (for whom even small elements of his uniform are very 
important) who, after his dismissal from the army wears his uniform from top to 
bottom and parades in his village with a stick (instead of a gun) in his hand. Surely, 
now his action will not bring any result, although in the army all these things are 
important to bring out desired results. 
This is the reason that I said the external form of Namaz (prayer) is important and at 
the same time not important. 
Namaz has special importance when it becomes part of Deen (Quranic system) and 
when it is outside the system, then it becomes a ritual. In the Deen (system), the same 
elements bring out results, but the artificial Madhhab (religion) of human beings has 
made this an objective in itself. 
Saleem notice, in Sura Al-Baqra, Quran makes this distinction very beautifully. 



 
“It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards East or west; but it is 
righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book, 
and the Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for 
orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who beg, and for the ransom of 
slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity; to fulfill the contracts 
which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, 
and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, who fear Allah” 
(2/177) 
In other words, the fabricated Shari’ah was nothing but a collection of rituals, the 
observance of which was held to be the purpose of Deen. This is not at all the case. 
According to the Divine Law, the essential purpose of Deen is not fulfilled by a 
mechanical performance of rituals e.g. turning Eastwards or Westwards during Salat , 
but requires:- 
1. Iman (belief) in Allah; in the Law of Mukafaat (accountability); in the life 
Hereafter; in Malaika (angels); in Anbiya (prophets) and in the Books revealed 
through the Anbiya (prophets) (2/4); and 
2. Following from (1) above: the establishment of a system in which resources 
are made available to help those who: (a) are left without protection or support in 
society; (b) lose their means of livelihood or are incapacitated to work; and (c) cannot 
earn enough to meet their needs. This system will also provide assistance to those 
outsiders who, while passing through its territory, become indigent, and arrange for 
the liberation of slaves from bondage. 
In brief then, you should establish a system wherein members of the society adhere to 
the Divine Laws voluntarily and means of development are provided to all who need 



them. You should honour your promises and commitments. If hostile forces confront 
you, then face them with steadfastness and fortitude, and do not let fear and despair 
weaken you. 
Those who follow this path unswervingly vindicate their claim to be true believers 
and they, can rightfully claim to be upholders of Divine Laws (rather than those who 
claim to inherit heaven by observing certain rites which they claim is Deen). 
However, at another place it is also made clear that in its place certain direction is 
also important. 

 
“We see the turning of thy face (for guidance to the heavens: now Shall We turn thee 
to a Qibla (Focus of Attention) that shall please thee. Turn then Thy face in the 
direction of the sacred Mosque: Wherever ye are, turn your faces in that direction. 
The people of the Book know well that that is the truth from their Rabb. Nor is Allah 
unmindful of what they do.”(2/144) 
This means that in the Deen system, direction of thought and action should be in 
accordance with the Divine Law and in its external shape; direction of the individuals 
should be towards the focal point of the Deen system. 
Saleem pause to think, the same thing about which it is said that “it is not 
righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards East or West, “at another place was 
considered important. 
That was the ritual of Madhhab and this is the part of Deen. 

 



“And they have been commanded no more than this: To worship Allah, offering Him 
sincere devotion, being true (in faith); to establish regular prayer; and to practice 
regular charity; and that is the Religion Right and Straight.”(98/5) 
In other words, they are ordained to follow only the Divine Laws; to deny anyone else 
as their sovereign; and to leave everything else aside in order to unite on one point. 
They should concentrate their efforts on establishing the system of As-Salat and 
providing for the nourishment and development of mankind (Az-Zakaat). This is the 
only firm system that guarantees benefit and uplift of mankind. 
Saleem! this is the difference between the Namaz of Madhhab (prayer in religion) and 
As-Salat of Deen (abidance of law through the system). Madhhab’s Namaz becomes 
ritual only, while Deen’s Salat brings development to humanity. It should be 
remembered that the establishment of Salat means spending your entire life in 
accordance with the Divine Law. But Salat gatherings are also important as part of 
the Deen system. Hence their holding is important, but these gatherings can bring 
positive results only when they become part of the system of Deen. 
 
August 1950 
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