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Surah 'Abasa(_iic)-Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 30: Chapter 8

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)
My dear friends, today is July 6, 1984and today's lecture starts with Surah
‘Abasa( xie): (80:1).

The biggest roadblock in the understanding of the Quran isthe idea of reason
forrevelation ( ;J::FQU"): Event-basedrevelation

(80:1-2) 529185 & é@f;ﬂ — He frowned and turned away because the blind man
approached him![ Asad].This is what the Quran says. I will explain this later but let us
consider an important point which came several timesbefore but [ want to repeat it
again here because of its fundamental importance. Whatever roadblocks that were
deliberately put in the path of the Quran, one of them is this idea of event-based
revelation or the idea of reason forrevelation (Jﬁg)lﬁ). You pick up any translation or
interpretation of the Quran you will find mentioned thereineventsthat led to the
revelation of verses of the Quran.

What is this idea of event-based revelation ords:&,-)l}‘? 1 justmentioned theobstructions
that were erected in the path of the Quran;andone of the biggest obstructions is this
very idea of reason for revelation ( d;:&;)[# ) — or event-based revelation. It is not
difficult to see that this idea makes Allah's revelation subject to human
circumstances.

My dear friends,Allah's revelations ( (% ) ended with Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)according to a master Divine plan. Allah completed His Deen— His Divine
code of life —in the Quran. He gave His ultimate guidance to humanity in the Quran.
This complete guidance is such that no aspect of life has been left incomplete in it;it is
notdeficient;nor is it in need of any improvement. This guidance is not limited to a
particular time or place. Whatever problems humanity was to face until the Day of
Judgment — the complete guidance for it hasbeen given in the Quran. And, after
giving His Quran, the ultimate guidance to humanity, Allah then ended this chain of
sending messengers to humanity because whatever messages were needed to be
given was already given to humanity by the last messenger in the form of the Quran.
This whole chain of sending messengers and guidance to humanity was done
according to a Divine plan that reached its completion and conclusion with Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). Thus the Book of ultimate guidance that he brought, the
Quran, remains the complete and unchangeable guidance to humanity for all times
until the Day of Judgment. But then the idea of conditional or circumstantial or
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event-based revelation called Shaan-e-Nuzool (J;;’g)l.,‘-"-)was invented: that when such
and such events occurred with so and so then a revelation came down from Allah to
the Prophet (PBUH) toansweraquestionor to give a decision about an issue. For
example, Omar (R) complained to the Prophet (PBUH) that women were going out
without hijab and that this was inciting vulgarity from bad people. When Prophet
(PBUH) heard this complaint then a revelation came down from Allah regarding
hijab. I am giving just one illustrative example but there is Shaan-e-Nuzool
(i7g®)mentioned with every verse of the Quran.

Allah's revelation is not subject to circumstances and events

My dear friends, please think about this event-based revelation or circumstantial
revelation or what is popularly known asShaan-e-Nuzool {J;;r'gl.#). Thisis an
extremelyimportant point. We are coming to the end of our lecture series. What
conclusions could we derive from this? Well, one obvious conclusion from this idea
of event-based revelation orShaan-e-Nuzool (Js:?(;}b'f') is thatif an event did not occur
then Allah did not send His revelation. This means that Allah did not send His
revelation according toHis divine plan but according to certain circumstances and
random events that occurredduring the life of the Prophet (PBUH).

My dear friends, whatever history of past nations and their messengers the Quran has
described, but one thing it makes absolutely clear: itsoverallgoalis notbased
onrandom events or circumstancesor Shaan-e-Nuzool ( LJJJ:(;)';].ThC Quran gives
history of past nations to highlight the workings of its eternal principlesand to
emphasize the goal of its Deen.Ithas described the condition and the state of those
nations so that we can learn from their history and deduce the underlying principles
and valuesfrom their history for our own good. But these Imams focused their
attention on the events themselves rather than paying attention on the underlying
principles; and they tried to come up with their own description which they
calledShaan-e-Nuzool (d;?'g;)tf-} or reason for revelation about which the Quran
saysabsolutely nothing. This idea ofShaan-e-Nuzool (J;y'g)tﬁ) rendersthe Quran
incomplete,which needs to be completed by external sources!

My dear friends, let me repeat once again that if we accept the idea of Shaan-e-
Nuzool {J,y‘g[,‘,) then the only conclusion we can arrive at is this: if an event did not
occur then the corresponding revelation would not have come down. [f we accept this
scenario then it also means that the contents of the Quran become doubtful; because
if events occurred and not included in the Quran, then it would have been less in size
that what it is. Also, these events were limited to Prophet's life. If the Prophet
(PBUH) had lived longer then more events would have occurred and, consequently,
the Quran's size would have increased. Further, the events would continue after the
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Prophet (PBUH) until the Day of Judgment. Since no more prophets are going to
come after himas mentioned in the Quran and, since events are going to continue to
happen but revelations would not, then what to do? This is an important question to
ponder.

The accounts about event-based revelation or reason for revelation
( J,:}g)l})were collected and compiled 250 years after the Prophet (PBUH)

My dear friends, did you notice what this idea of event-based revelation (J::Fgfl’a’) has
done to the Quran; to the revelation ( (§» ) and its goal; to the completeness of Deen;
and to the finality of the Prophet? Events after all will continue to occur forever but
revelation would not, because Allah ended it with the Prophet (PBUH).Thus the
guidance obtained through event-based revelation became restricted to specific
events and circumstances bounded in space time; and, consequently, the meaning of
the Quran became dependent on those past events and conditions.However, those
eventsare nof recorded in the Quran,but, nevertheless, theyare considered to crucial
to the understanding of the Quran according to this ideca of event-based revelation
( J;;F‘;)L‘i ). The question is: where are they recorded?Well, they are recorded in
narrations (hadiths) that were compiled 250 years after the Prophet (PBUH) and in
history books compiled 300 years after the Prophet (PBUH). Imamsfrom coming
Bukhara, Nishapur, Tirmiz, Sistan, Qazwin, and Khorasan —all from Iran — collected
and compiled their narrations. These Imams gave details of events that supposedly
led to the revelation of verses of the Quran; and the meanings of these verses were
done then in light of those events. The guidance of the Quran was thus made subject
to these events that these Imams, on their own, recorded in their narrations. Did you
notice what this single idea of event-based revelation or Shaan-e-Nuzool (d,-)gw) has
done to the Quran? Why was this idea promulgated? Because, under this single idea
were hidden some very deep conspiracies. This will not be possible to understand
without examples. So, let me give you one.
Clear-cut guidance of the Quran in case of slander and rumor
This is about verse 11 of Surah Noor: (24:11). This is popularly known as the event
“Ifl” of A'isha (R). “/fk”” means to slander someoneor spread rumor against someone.
The verse (24:11)s: * X33 mghj(ﬁj;&&gl@ — Verily, numerous among you are
those who would falsely accuse others of un-chastity. And the result is:
@j’,;]g‘é.ﬁ.lfﬁ-.‘ (24:11) — and awesome suffering awaits any of them. The next verse
gives guidance that in case someone brings news of slander to you then: Do not
accept it on its face value; do not believe it as true; do not spread it — but, first, find out
the facts about it yourself before you reach any conclusion; or if it is related to the
community then refer it to proper authorities to investigate and to find out the truth
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about it. Do not start spreading it because this will cause the spread of malevolence in
the society. This guidance is there in the Quran: wg&;’..‘ﬁ]&%;ﬁﬁ
odngs SBI15A ﬁﬁ’ﬁ;;g;uﬁ (24:12) — Why do not the believing men and women,
whenever such (a rumor) is heard, think the best of one another and say, “This is an
obvious falsehood™? Your first reaction would have to say, “On the face it looks like
slander or rumor: that it does not seem right”. 834 165 U 26 k4Ll
@%@@lﬁﬂ: (24:16) — And: Why do you noﬁ&ﬁgeneﬁﬁ yﬁlﬁﬁ'&;ulﬁ{a
rumor), “It does not behoove us to speak of this, O Thou who art limitless in Thy
glory: this is an awesome calumny”?[Asad]. My dear friends, these are verses of the
Quran. The Quran did not tell: who was that person against whom the slander was
propagated. The name has not been mentioned anywhere in the Quran. It was not
necessary to give the name and details against whom this slander was propagated
because the Quran has given the principles and guidance in such matters. There is no
need of names and details because the principle given by the Quran will apply
equally to all such cases.
The Quran did not give any name in connection with slander
My dear friends, I have presented the verses to you and their translation. Is there any
difficulty or confusion in understanding the meaning of these verses without the
name of the person involved in this slander? Does it cause any doubt in
understanding the principle the Quran has enunciated about slander? As mentioned,
the Quran did not mention any name. But itis sad — really sad — what the hadith says?
It says that this slander was against 'Aisha(R); and that she got sick because of it so
much that she was near death. Then a revelation from Allah came down to the
Prophet (PBUH) which provided proof of her chastity. Only then the Prophet
(PBUH) brought her home from her father, Abu Bakr's place, to where she was
summarily consigned by him after hearing the news of slander against her. This
episode has been described in great detail in aforementioned hadith. When the
purpose is fiction and to indulge human curiosity then every piece of the puzzle must
be made complete!
Prophet's holy personality in the grip of narrators' lancet
Please think about it! They had to invent some slander against 'Aisha (R) but the
writer did not think what kind of image of the Prophet (PBUH) will be created by his
fiction. But the Quran is completely explicit about it. It says that your first reaction
should have been: “On the face of it this looks like slander and rumor; that this is an
awesome calumny.” (24: 12, 24:16). The Quran orders that you should investigate
the truth when you hear rumor of slander from someone; that you must ask him to
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produce four witnesses to support his claim; and that if he does not produce four
witnesses then you must punish him. This is all mentioned in the Quran regarding
rumor of slander. But the Prophet (PBUH) does not follow any of these Quranic
instructions — May Allah protect us! Just imagine to what extent this narrator has
gone on to concoct this fiction. There is rumor of slander against 'Aisha (R), the wife
of the holy Prophet (PBUH) butthe Prophet did not investigate its truth. He did not
ask for four eye-witnesses from those who brought to him the rumor of slander. He
did not say that, on face of it, it looks like slander and rumor; that this is awesome
calumny. He did not do any of these as instructed by the Quran, and he sent'Aisha (R)
to her father Abu Bakr's place. Rumors kept on flying about her. According to this
hadith 'Aisha (R) narrates that women kept coming and talking to her about it; and
she kept on crying for a month. And according to this narration the Prophet (PBUH)
did not investigate the truth of this slander for a month. Then, finally, Allah sent
revelation and cleared 'Aisha (R) of any wrongdoing. Now, consider this my friends:
Prophet's life is arole model for all Muslims until the Day of Judgment. What kind of
model appears in front of us of the Prophet (PBUH) according to this hadith? What
kind Prophet's Sunnah appears before us according to this hadith? — That you should
leave aside all the Quranic instructions about slander and rumor and follow the
narration that has been reported in Bukhari regarding this? Unfortunately, this has
become the Prophet's Sunnah now: Do not investigate the truth; just send your wife to
her father's place. But there is a problem here. It was not the Prophet (PBUH) who
reached conclusion after investigating the truth, but, it was Allah who sent revelation
about this matter to the Prophet (PBUH) clearing 'Aisha of any wrongdoing? So, if
we practice this Sunnah and send our wives to their fathers' places, their lives, then,
will be ruined because we are not going to receive any revelation? This, my dear
friends, is the result of event-based revelation; this is the meaning of circumstantial
revelation! This is the outcome of following Shaan-e-Nuzool ( ;J;;?L;)L‘f ).

O Muhammad (PBUH)! If vou could only rise and see;

What evil tempest has arisen amidst the human beings!

These narrators did not understand the sanctity of Prophet's life. 'Aisha is the mother
of all believers. Did they not think of their “mother” 'Aisha when they wrote these
things about her? Did they not pay attention to the explicit orders of the Quran about
slander and rumor? Did they not know that the Quran has ordered to investigate the
truth before jumping to any conclusion about slander and rumor? Did they not know
that the Quran has ordered that four witnesses be produced? Did they not know that
one must consider the victim of this kind of slander to be innocent unless the truth is
found and the witnesses have given their testimonies? Did they not know that unless
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the crime is proven in court of law to be true nothing of the sort reported in this hadith
is to be carried out? Did they not know that this will be the real Sunnah of the Prophet
(PBUH)? These people boast that Allah guaranteed the chastity of 'Aisha but they
forgot that what kind of opinion people will form about the Prophet (PBUH)?

These are, my friends, the driving forces behind the idea of conditional or
circumstantial or event-based revelation called Shaan-e-Nuzool ( J,;J‘;)l; ). If I
describe more of these types of hadiths then again the character of the Prophet
(PBUH) is further maligned in one form or the other. It appears that this was a great
conspiracy that was hatched against the Quran and against the Prophet (PBUH). For
example, Zayd (R) was married to Zainab (R). It was a marriage arranged by the
Prophet (PBUH) between a freed slave and his(Prophet's) own cousin sister from
BaniHashim of the tribe of Quresh to provide an example of what the Prophet
(PBUH) was preaching about equality and the brotherhood of the Muslim Ummah.
But somehow the marriage did not work out and Zayd (R) divorced her. This event is
mentioned in the Quran (33:37). The Quran says that the Prophet (PBUH) tried his
best to persuade Zayd (R) not to divorce her because the Prophet (PBUH) went
against the tradition of the Quresh to marry her cousin from the high tribe of Quresh
and its elite family of BanuHashim to a freed slave to establish the principle of
equality of human beings. So, he wanted this marriage not to fail and become a
counterexample for the Quresh to attack him —and to become heartbreak for her
cousin. But Zayd did divorce her. Zainab (R) was so distraught after this event that to
lift her from this griefand pain the Prophet (PBUH) married her.

May Allah protect us all!

My dear friends,but listen to the Shaan-e-Nuzool (J:J;QL"') of this verse as reported in
hadith? It says that the Prophet (PBUH) went to Zayd's house after the marriage.
When Zainab opened the door the Prophet(PBUH) became infatuated with her
beauty! May Allah protect us!! She is the same cousin with whom the Prophet
(PBUH) had lived all his life; she is the same cousin whom he had married to Zayd —
but the hadith makes out as if he had seen a stranger and fell in love at first sight, and
wanted to marry her? That is the reason the Prophet (PBUH) told Zayd to divorce
her, according to this hadith? The Quran is saying that the Prophet (PBUH) was
telling him not to divorce her, and, here is this hadith, saying completely the
opposite? This is because of the idea ofShaan-e-Nuzool ( LJ’J’L‘}L" Jmentioned in
Bukhari after 250 years as the reason for revelation? What kind of character this
presents of the Prophet (PBUH), my friends? When non-Muslims give references to
these hadiths then Muslims become furious. But when theseget recorded in Bukhari
and Muslim, and other hadith books which our scholars and jurists have embraced
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for thousand years, then, no one says anything about it? In fact, these narrations have
gotten so enfrenched in our collective psyche that these are taught in schools and
universities and they have become part of the Islamic curriculum. Graduates of this
curriculumare awardedIslamic degrees with all the paraphernalia of convocation and
graduation ceremonies.

Do you know that just like they celebrate the completion of the Quran, especially in
the month of Ramadan; they also celebrate the completion of Bukhari? All these so-
called scholars of Islam have gone through this process by receiving certificate of
completion of Bukhari. Narrations including even-based revelation orShaan-e-
Nuzool (d,;?g[})arc all there in these books of hadiths. When non-Muslims quote the
narrations from these books of hadiths then Muslims become emotionally furious at
these non-Muslims and they call for banning their books. When I was in Karachi |
received an English book on Prophet's Seerah. They asked me to review and to
recommend whether or not this book should be banned. When I reviewed this book I
found that the quotations given in this book were taken verbatim from our revered
hadith and history books with complete references. So, I said to them that yes, this
book is such that we must ban it because it smears the character of the Prophet
(PBUH); but before banning this book please ban all those books which are his
sources. When the same thing is mentioned in our books of hadiths then Muslims
embrace them with all their heart; they preach them from every pulpit; they celebrate
their completion by awarding degrees; they use them as quotations in their books.
But when some non-Muslims quote the same things in their books,Muslimsbecome
furious and want to ban their books. Well, if you do want to ban their books then first
ban the sources from where they take their material. If you want stop toxic flow then
close the source of the flow. My dear friends, how can Muslims stop the source?
Their sources are their revered Imams?

Slandering the character of the Prophet (PBUH)

My dear friends, we are discussing the idea promulgated about event-based
revelation orShaan-e-Nuzool (d;;’gl}). Did you notice what the prime motive behind
this idea is? There can be no room for such things if only the Quran remained the
source. The Quran did not give details of the events. These are to be found
innarrations of hadith and history and the Quran is understood now in light of these
narrations. This is the result of the idea of events happening and revelations coming!
This is resultof the idea of Shaan-e-Nuzool ( Js#eJ®).

My dear friends,the Quran is complete by itself. It proclaimsask these people who
use extra-Quranic sources: Is the Quran not sufficient for you? But these people say
with gusto: No, it is not complete by itself; that it is doubtful by itself; that it is
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incomplete by itself; and that these narrations — that were compiled with particular
goal in mind some 250 years after the Prophet (PBUH) — these are meant to complete
it.

As for the names, the Quran mentions only the names of Zayd and AbiLahab. The
name of Zayd has come in connection with the story in which the Prophet (PBUH)
was asking him not to divorce his wife: 353582 a1 (33:37) — Hold on to thy wife
[Asad]. Don't divorce her. These are the words of the Quran. But the aforementioned
narration tells exactly the opposite and also maligns the character of the Prophet
(PBUH) as if he was lusting to marry her and conspired to get her divorced. What can
we say about this, my friends except to feel a sharp sting in the heart?With a very
heavy heart 1 am saying these things. But when you confront these people that this
narration is exactly the opposite of the Quran which says that the Prophet (PBUH)
pleaded with Zaydnot to divorce his wife; then they reply — please hold your breath! —
that the Prophet (PBUH) was saying this only on the surface but deep down in his
heart he did wantZayd to divorce his wife so that he can marry her. This is the kind of
Prophet's character these narrations are presenting to the world.Remember also that
the Prophet's life is model for us until the Day of Judgment. And if someone says that
my reverence of the Prophet (PBUH) does let me accept this slur against his
character; and that these narrations have been wrongly attributed to the Prophet
(PBUH) — then a fatwa is pronounced against him and he is declared Kafir (infidel)
because, then, Imam Bukhari's narration is proved wrong. So, if this narration goes
against the Quran then it is fine with them; if this narration goes against the Prophet
(PBUH) then so be it — but if the Quranic narration goes against Bukhari's then these
people go by Bukhari? That means, to them,Bukhari and Muslim are above the
Quran.And anyone who does not accept this supremacy of Bukhari and Muslim over
the Quran then heis declaredKafir or infidel.

My dear friends, please remember! In the entire Quran only two names have
appeared: the name Zayd in verse (33:37) and AbiLahab in verse (111:1). But these
narrations of Bukhari and Muslim provide stories of events that led to revelation of
verses of the Quran. This is nothing but conspiracy against the Quran. We do not need
these stories of events that were the cause of revelation to understand the Quran. The
Quran is complete by itself. It explains itself. To see the Sun one does not need a
lamp. The Quran has said that one needs knowledge, intellect, wisdom, and deep
thinking to understand it. Everything else has been added as useless accessories with
the Quran. The Quran is complete Deen. It provides thecomplete system of life. The
Quran s light. Itis self-sufficient. It does not need anything else.
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Prophet's character in the light of stories of Shaan-e-Nuzool (Js#g¢* ) —events
leading to revelation

My dear friends, after this rather long introduction and explanation about thismake-
believe idea of reason for revelation {J::FL;JI} ), let us come to the starting verses of
today's lecture:(80:1-2) & #29135% & 20%; 0% — He frowned and turned away because the
blind man approached him! This is what the Quran says. It does not say who frowned
and turned away or who the blind man was. But, this reason for revelation ( d::;(;)l?')
comes here to fill this missing piece: The Prophet (PBUH) was sitting among the
elites of Quresh and preaching Islam to them, and then one of his followers came and
sat among them. His name — Abd Allah ibn Shurayh —is also given in the narration for
this verse (80:2).The Prophet (PBUH) then frowned and turned away from him. My
dear friends, this is given as the reason for revelation ( d:)’c’ll.ﬁ) of this verse. Think
about it: On one side are the wealthy and most influential chieftains of Quresh, and on
the other sidea poor blind follower of the Prophet (PBUH) —and the Prophet (PBUH)
frowned and turned away from him. This is the behavior that this narration describing
thereason for revelation ( J, 9@&) is depicting of the Prophet (PBUH)?

Now, let us come to the Quran. It says that the chain of revelation started with Noah
(PBUH) and ended with Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). In the entire chain of
revelation involving all the Prophets (PBUT) a constant thread emerges that those
who initially accepted the message of the messengers were the society's poor and
downtrodden and those who initially rejected the message were the elites and the
powerful of the society. In the story of Noah (PBUH) the Quran mentions that
powerful elites asked him to get rid of the poor and the downtrodden that had joined
his mission, only then they will come to him because they cannot tolerate these
wretched of the society sitting alongside them. But Noah (PBUH) told them that he
will do no such thing. He said to them: These, whom you call the wretched, are the
most sincere in accepting my message and they are the most respectful to me, not the
elites like you. What do you say now?

The criteria for status in society

My dear friends, wealth, power, exception, influence — these are not the criteria for
status in the eyes of the Quran. The only criteria for status in the eyes of Allah are
conviction in His message and sincerity with which itis carried out. Noah said: Those
who come to him like this have all the respect and dignity. They are closest to me.
They will sit with me. If I drive them away because of you, the elites, then Allah will
drive me away and from His blessing. This was the case from the first to the last
messengers. All messengers had the same message for the influential elites: If you
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want to accept this message then do it with truth and the sincerity of your hearts. If
not, then you can go away. It is not the case that I will become successful if I include
in my party big and powerful people. There is no question of this. Here, acceptance is
based on truth and the sincerity of the heart — And this has been the message of all the
Prophets and this is their Sunnah. This is the foundation of the teaching of the Quran.
It is to create a society based on the equality of all humankind for which the Quran
was given to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as the last chain of this message. And
no prophetis going to come after him —and, neither any book after the Quran.

Allah's certificate bestowed on the Prophet (PBUH)

The Quran says about the Prophet (PBUH): q’;!;;é‘id,ﬁéﬂﬁ (68:4) — And thou
(stands) on an exalted standard of character [Yusuf Ali]. The Quran has given this
certificate to the Prophet (PBUH). Do you think that if a poor blind person comes and
sits in our Prophet's gathering, then he will frown and turn away; that he will feel bad;
that he will ask him why did you come here; that he will ask him to get out from here?
Well! The Prophet (PBUH) will never do such a thing. But, Alas! Our reason for
revelation (J;'/'gl‘,'”) ofthis verse says that he did exactly that. May Allah protect us all
from this evil!

My dear friends, what is the real meaning of this verse — we will take that up in the

next lecture.
o2hlal 2,9 E31 8 6, TS

QO our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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