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SYSTEMS EXCERPT

Saleena Karim

In my previous article (Tolu-e-Islam June 2014 issue) | revealed some
connections between leading characters of my novel Systems and the three
Muslim giants Parwez, Igbal and Jinnah. The aim was to point to the three
ideals that are part of the "Cohesive Ethics Theorem" featuring in the novel.
The theorem is a real idea inspired from the Quran.

The following excerpt from the novel briefly outlines this theorem and
introduces the character behind it who was also mentioned at the end of my

previous article.

44

CHAPTER ELEVEN
Leon’s Promise

The fifty or so attendees in the small lecture room had listened to the

professor with rapt attention for half an hour.
'In short, capitalist democracy focuses on freedom, at the cost of

stability; and communism focuses on stability, at the cost of freedom. Since
justice and liberty originate from the same source, we should expect to find
that where one is present, so is the other. Yet instead we find in the long term
that capitalist “liberty” creates inequity, and communist “justice” translates
to oppression. Does this mean that the two ideals are incompatible? No.
Justice and liberty are actually interdependent. The absence of one means
the absence of the other. Therefore we can only conclude that there is neither

true liberty nor true justice in either system. We need to set the foundations
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that will simultaneously allow for both. Obviously before we can do this, we

must learn to differentiate between stability and stagnation, and between

freedom and chaos. Then we can choose justice and return to Liberty.’
Soon the professor got to the heart of his proposal.
'In view of the practical difficulties in setting up the original social

experiment,' he said, 'T propose an alternative that eliminates the need for
physical territory entirely, and in fact provides scope for a more reliable and

thorough test.’
Whathe described next was most interesting indeed.
Leon turned to his right. 'What do you think?' he whispered.
'He'seither mad, or a genius,'said David.
Leon smiled. Told you this would be one to remember.’
Unlike David, Leon had heard of the infamous professor before. Hanif

Omar had a doctorate in linguistics but his real interests revolved around
religion, ethics and metaphysics. He was candid about his beliefs, an idealist
to the core, and incapable of thinking inside the box. These traits had landed
him in trouble in his native Egypt. Academics shunned him, orthodox clerics
accused him of heresy, and he'd been in court charged with writing
dissenting and inflammatory literature. Most critics called his work

madness. But what fantastic madness it was.
Professor Omar was currently causing a storm with a theorem. Had it

been a mathematical or physical theorem, any interest in it would have been
purely academic, and any objections grounded in logic. But since it
concerned ethics, the interest and objections were anything but. Omar
believed that justice and freedom are the only universal ideals; all other
ethical principles are either derivatives or aspects of these ideals. But justice
and freedom are themselves interconnected because they come, just like the
physical universe and every law of nature, from a single source. He called
this universal relationship cohesive ethics. On its own, the Cohesive Ethics

Theorem was benign; but its premise was highly controversial. Omar
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claimed he was inspired by principles enshrined in various holy texts, and

wasn't shy about attributing his theorem to God.
To preemptively foil the critics, he'd come up with a way to test the

theorem. The idea was to set up a small community that would be totally
independent for two years. This community would live in a social system
with no fixed rules, except for one binding principle which could not be
broken under any circumstances. This binding principle represented the
Cohesive Ethics Theorem in action, and it would be the only distinctive
feature of the system. In 2008 he'd presented the idea to the Egyptian
government, asking for permission to be temporarily allotted some land in
order to set up the experiment, and recommending that at least a thousand
people take part. If the community prospered, it would prove that the
theorem worked. Unsurprisingly, the Egyptian government had dismissed

theidea outof hand.
Now Omar was presenting a new version of his proposal at Hadescape

University, before representatives of the MWA's two main research
institutes, the Socioeconomic Commission and the Science and Technology
Resources Organisation. Leon and David were attending as representatives

of their fields.
'Some would say that what I have suggested is utopian, and moreover

impossible,’ said the professor. "This is not so. As I see it, humanity cannot
realise its true potential until we accept that an ideal society is not only

possible, but absolutely mandatory.'
Leon didn't really understand what the professor meant by that closing

remark. But the theorem — and the proposal to test it—had left him and David
positively intrigued.
Apparently they weren't the only ones, for a week later SECOM and the

STRO gave the go-ahead to fund the experiment.
The Systems Experiment cost 1.2 billion dollars, requiring a
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supercomputer to run the complex simulation and the most qualified
personnel from the STRO and SECOM to put it all together. Leon and David

both had the privilege of working on the project. David, a brilliant systems
analyst at the International Computer Science Institute, a subsidiary body of
the STRO, was the obvious choice as head of the programming team. Leon,
an economist by profession, was one of a number of consultants brought in
from a variety of disciplines in social science, to help construct the human

element of the simulation.
Of the five socioeconomic systems to be put to the test, two were known

historical failures, and so together they acted as the control. The next two
were presently being tried in history. The fifth represented Omar's theorem
in action, and it was the only one without a name. Omar wasn't keen on
giving the model a formal designation. To his mind it created the false
impression that his model was offering a fixed system, when in fact
dynamism was its driving force. Nevertheless for the sake of the experiment

he gave his model a descriptive name:
Libredux.

14 January 2014, Crescent Bay East

The professor entered the coffeehouse in an anorak and rubber boots, his
dark wavy hair windswept. Leon and David stood to greet him as he came to
their table, and Leon leaned over to shake hands with him. Omar however
was preoccupied with his umbrella, which was dripping all over the floor.
He propped it against an empty chair before perfunctorily shaking hands

with the pair, and sat down.
Three years had passed since work had begun on the Systems

Experiment, and Omar was finally looking to be vindicated. The experiment

had run for ten weeks, simulating a time frame of two hundred and fifty
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years, and the computer had produced data on the five different political

systems almost continually. Though the closing results had yet to come
through, it was an open secret that the theorem was proven. The implications
were enormous. Some were speculating that the theorem had the potential to
influence policymaking in individual countries, and thereby affect the
character of the Mutual World Alliance as well. The MWA, a body of
democratic states, was only a few years old and still finding its feet. No
analyst could yet make a long-term forecast of its future. Its destiny was

waiting to be written.
The MWA research bodies had conducted the experiment privately, but

everyone expected the results to become public knowledge soon. Leon could
hardly wait. For days he'd been walking around in an almost constant
reverie, elated at the prospect of being part of such a momentous time in
history. Omar however had a more self-effacing attitude towards his
achievements, and he'd credited the success of the experiment primarily to
David. In his typically offbeat style Omar had humorously dubbed him
Abdul Salaam, or Servant of the Peace, for bringing about a bloodless

“virtual revolution”, one that had incurred not a single human casualty.
As these thoughts passed through his mind, Leon hadn't been fully

cognisant of the anxious look in the professor's tawny eyes. Omar combed
his short neat moustache with his fingernail nervously, lowered his head and
with a quiet voice he uttered the most awful words Leon would ever hear in
his life.

"They 're shutting it down.'

ERs
Systems is an award-winning visionary science fiction novel inspired by the

Quran's core message, and it also pays homage to the Pakistan idea. Visit

libredux.com for more information.
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Surah Al-Qiyamah (“\&) — Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 29: Chapter 26
By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is April 6, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with Surah A/-Dahir
(A1) (76:1). Let me provide a brief summary of the last lecture,

The theme of “human actions and their inherent consequences” was running through
the previous lectures, and that was especially the case in the last lecture. The Arabs of
Mecca were being warned of the destructive consequences of their wrong actions; of
their wrong life style; of their unjust system. They were told: Whether those
destructions come in your lifetime or in your afterlife; nevertheless, they are bound
to come, because, life is a continuous stream that runs beyond death. Death does not
destroy life; it merely transforms it. The Quran calls the time when the results
actually would appear as Qivamah (“<Lil) or Hashr ( =>).

The Arabs used to question that when man dies: that when his body has decayed; that
when his bones have disappeared into the ground — then how is it possible for man to
come back again to life!? The Quran gave answer to this question at a level of
intellect that anyone — lay or professional —could appreciate and see the point. It said:
You are questioning this about a man and his body? But you accept that this entire
Universe and all that it contains was created from nothing. So, if Allah who could
create such a gigantic Universe from “nothingness™, is it impossible for Him to make
dead man alive again from the ingredients which are, nevertheless, present —albeit in
different form? My dear friends! Let me mention here that the Quran did not describe
the form man will have in the afterlife because we cannot understand it at our present
level of consciousness. We have to simply believe that man will face the
consequences of his actions, if not here, then, for sure, in the Hereafter.

Whetheritis Heaven oritis Hell - the Quran describes them metaphorically

My dear friends, what shape or form humans will have in the afterlife cannot be
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understood at the present level of human consciousness. The Quran talks about it in
metaphorical language. The Quran explains Heaven and Hell by examples only. So,
its description of Heaven and Hell should not be taken literally. When the Quran says
Hell fire then it does not mean physical fire as it is only mentioned as an example. The
same way when the Quran says that the dead will be raised alive in the Hereafter then
it does not mean that they will be raised alive in the same form as when they were
alive on Earth before death, This is mentioned only to persuade man that this is
indeed possible for Allah to do; the same way it was possible for Allah to create this
huge Universe from nothing which no one can deny — whether a lay person or a top
scientist. In the chain of cause-and-effect there comes a point where scientists
ultimately hit the wall of what they call uncaused cause - i.e., where there is an effect
but there is no cause. So. the Quran asks: how come you deny or doubit the possibility
that Allah, who created this huge Universe from nothing, could also bring the dead
back to life in the Hereafter?

This was a brief summary of our last lecture. Let me now start today’s lecture,

My dear friends, | have mentioned many times that these last two parts (> 29 and 3=
30) of the Quran emphasize the Life of the Hereafter and the Law of Requital. The
Quran tries to explain these in different ways. Arabs — the original addressces of the
Quran — used to object that there could be life after death. The Quran addresses this
point in the very first verse of this chapter (76:1 )ﬁfﬁﬁéiﬁj}j}@m%&
—~ HAS THERE not been an endless span of time before man appeared - a time when
he was not yeta thing to be thought of?

Man wasn't worth describing — was l:ﬂi&i

In fact, this is not a question of describing of what man was before he was created. In
our language A% means something that could be described. But in Arabic it means
that which is present and self-exists: You may say that Allah is nothing even though
He created all these things; that He does not exist. But He does not need any
description to be believed. He self-exists or is 8%, He does not need external proof.

Anyway, there was a time when man was nothing: ﬁ@&ﬁﬂlﬁm& —there
are few things to note here. One is the word A3 —i.e., time.
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What is time?—Nothing can be gained by this debate

My dear friends, the discussion of “What is time™? — is a very difficult one in
philosophy. Top philosophers get tired of discussing this topic. Suppose you start
thinking: Allah exists from the beginning — then what is the meaning of “from the
beginning?” Human mind can't think of beyond what we call “beginning” or J . Our
minds cannot comprehend other than serial time. We also cannot comprehend what
we call “2! ™ or “Eternity””. Human mind is finite and cannot comprehend infinity. In
the chain of creation there comes a point that one ends with: God created the
Universe. Then one can say: who created God? One can go on and on...This
Reductio ad absurdum is due to human finite mind’s inability to comprehend Infinite
Being. My dear friends. do not get into philosophical arguments about it. It will
simply be a waste of time and energy. Allama Igbal has rightly said: Philosophy turns
one away from the realities of life, Philosophy has nothing to do with the actions of
real life. Getting bogged down in philosophy is akin to being lost in a web of abstract
ideas without finding a way out. | would like to quote Akabar Allahabadi (with slight
modification):

I did not engage in any philosophical debates;
Because I didn t have any surplus intelligence!

Akbar Allahabadi had his own unique style! All this abstract arguments are a waste of
time. I have spent a better part of my life in these fruitless valleys. And, I am saying
this from my own personal experience. So, please! Don’t get into this. It has nothing
to do with the problems of life. There will be no benefit and only waste of time and
energy. Thisis why the Quran does not getinto these types of discussions.

Quranic meaning of 22 (Dalr) and »== (Asr)

My dear friends, these ignorant Arabs of the period known as Jaahiliva (ignorance)
had two words for time: 1) Duration-less time and 2) Serial time. The Quran
mentioned these two kinds of times a long time ago which the philosophers have only
come to know now. Leave aside philosophy. Those Arab people were ignorant in
terms of what we normally call knowledge. But look at their language!? It had two
words to describe two different kinds of time even in those days. They used to
differentiate between these two different words for time: 1) 22— meaning very long
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duration: something from beginning to end: and 2) =& — for serial time; for short
time. Anyway, the Quran in this verse (76:1) tells: Wasn'ta time (23) when man did
not exist? Why did the Quran use here ,3? Because, Arabs believed that 4 kills.
They didn’t believe that 44 creates.

The meaning of s (Amr) and &5 (Khalg)

Itisalimitation of our language that there is only one word for creation. Allama Igbal
explains very clearly the Qur’anic distinction between ", "and " @4.":

"In order to understand the meaning of the word ,), we must remember the
distinction which the Qur’an draws between ! and @5, Pringle-Pattison deplores
that the English language possesses only one word—creation—to express the
relation of God and the universe of extension on the one hand, and the relation of God
and the human ego on the other. The Arabic language is, however, more fortunate in
this respect. It has two words— (@ and ' —to express the two ways in which the
creative activity of God reveals itself to us. (5 is creation; s=!is direction.”
(Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam. 2nd edition, 1989, page 82)

The Quran says:éﬁérﬂaﬁéﬁsﬂﬂﬁ&mﬂﬁ:ﬁl} — His Being alone is such that
when He wills a thing to be, He but says unto it, “Be”™ — and it is. For this kind of
creation —before anything takes physical form — there is no word in English but there
is a word in Arabic: »). Once something is created from existing things then in
Arabic this process of creation is called . There is another word in Arabic 2 & for
procreation. 1 will talk about it later. Allah says that We have created man from Our
4, not ,a3, Then He says that you yourself believe that a2 kills you, not that it
creates you. There was a time when man was nothing; then We created him; and We
enumerated the chain of cause-and-effect of different stages of his evolution in the
mother’s womb.

My dear friends! This Arabic language is unique. Thatis the reason this language was
worthy of transmission of the Quran — the last and the final Book of Allah: the
guidance for humanity containing the universal permanent values. s is the creation
before the start of the chain of cause-and-effect — from nothingness. There is no
question of mixing pre-existing things in this stage of the creation — since they do not
exist. To create a new thing during this process the Quran uses the word s\ The chain
of cause-of-effect takes over during the process of @ only after a thing is created by
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2. That is the reason the Quran says: 5 & ’ﬁﬁ;;;ﬁﬁ,;[zﬁ;ﬁogaﬂﬁhﬁi&

(76:2) ~We created man from 4L, Please note: it was 1400 years ago that these
different stages in the process of development of human embryo were enumerated to
apeople like Arabs,

The meaning of the word z |

My dear friends, I mentioned in the last lecture that this is miraculous process. Every
human begins life from a single cell, formed when male’s sperm fertilizes the
female’s egg. It is so small that it is invisible to the naked eye. In fact, one needs a
powerful microscope to see it. In this tiny cell is hidden a full human being with the
potential for developing all human faculties. A thing in which different kinds of
potentials are present in hidden form is called z 12!,

My dear friends, please, note that whatever discovery science has made until today
on this topic matches exactly with what the Quran said more than 1400 years ago!
Scientists remain in awe as to how such a tiny cell that cannot even be seen by the
naked eye could contain the seeds of all aspects of human potential? No one is able to
convey all this in one word but the Quran has put all these human characteristics
present in potential form in such a tiny cell in just one word: “z'=51", Simply
amazing!

Meaning of 4.8

My dear friends, I had also mentioned earlier that we won't be able to understand this
from traditional translations. They only mention that by the combination of male
sperm and female egg is formed ki, But how to actualize the human characteristics
that is hidden in potential form in z'<%I? For this the Quran gives the next step:
“4 85" This again we can’t understand from traditional translation of “455 which is
done as: “We test man". Now please ask yourself: What kind of relationship is there
between “z sl and “4455"? The embryo is still in the mother’s womb in the form of
“42.3" with all the hidden potential? It is not even a child? And “Allah tests him™!?
Does it make any sense? Actually, “«3%1™ does not mean “to test someone™. It is
wrong to use “«3L" in this sense,

My dear friends, *«3." means: to spin something in such a way that it's hidden
potential is actualized. For example: extracting the hidden butter from yogurt by
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creating a fast spinning motion within the yogurt. This spinning process for
extracting the hidden potential from something is called “+2+" in Arabic.

Actualizing hidden abilities

My dear friends! What an amazing people these Bedouin Arabs were!? They had
only camels and sheep. They did not have anything else. They did not know even
what fermentation was? But they had a word for: 1) actualizing hidden potential from
something; 2) by giving it a spinning motion. They had a single word for both of these
things: 34", Our traditional translation is that Allah says: “We test man™. Dear
friends, does Allah need *“to test man to know what he will do™? Does He not know
beforechand what man is going to do? Our translators say that Allah tests His pious
servants by putting them through hardships and sufferings. These translators are not
able to answer this simple question: Why does Allah have to do this? Does He not
know already? My dear friends, this is a wrong concept that has become integral part
of Islam. The real meaning of “«3" as we saw is: to actualize hidden potential of
something by giving ita spinning or whirling motion,

Life and its turns

My dear friends, it is common experience that life takes different turns. Everyone
goes through life’s ups and downs. Uncertain situations appear all the time. Different
aspects of life present themselves at each turn. We go through life’s trails and
struggles all the time. We usually ascribe these events as tuning points in our lives.
These happen, as the Quran says, to find out for ourselves whether or not our hidden
potentials have become developed and actualized in order to face the challenges
posed by these life’s turning points. My dear friends, how many of the potentials
remain hidden if someone has never faced difficulties and hardships in life? In fact, it
is these situations that bring forth one’s true character. These character traits really do
come out during moments of crisis. Forexample, who does not know what comes out
during moments of frustration and anger? — And, when one, who is accustomed to
wealth and easy life, suddenly faces hardships? If these situations did not arise then it
would be impossible to know what is hidden deep inside humans. The person himself
wouldn’t know what is hidden inside him: whether weakness or strength: or whether
courage or fear? This single word <231 encompasses all these things! The Quran
says that when the sperm and the egg meet inside the mother’s womb creating a
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single cell, then it goes through a process of development via different turns so that
all the hidden potentials of the baby are finally actualized: and it comes out in the
world as a full-fledged human baby.

The meaning of the word sllsd

My dear friends, after this the Quran says: E&t;m (76:2)—This way We make
him a being with the faculty of hearing and seeing. What to say of the world of &' and
the world of 313! Here the word “\iaa3" has come after (35, Now, this is the third word
—*ll=a8”  that has come for creation. This is even different than the process of 3ia by
which the lump of flesh came into existence first. But, those who have the knowledge
of gynecology know, how this lump of flesh turns into full-fledged baby by going
through different stages of evolution inside the mother’s womb for nine months,
Now, the baby has been given the faculty of hearing and vision. The question is: Why
these faculties have been given? This is the Quran my dear friends! So far, it looked
like the growth of the baby was following a scientific process that was being
described. Everything was happening according to science. Yes! This is true. So far,
it is correct that everything was happening scientifically, And at this point an atheist
scientist stops. But the Quran goes further and describes the purpose of this creation.
The faculties of hearing and seeing have been given because: lfﬁﬁl&ﬁlﬂ;;ﬁl
EﬂE (76:3) — Verily, We have shown him the way: and it rests with him to prove
himselfeither he is grateful or is ungrateful.

Life’s two paths

There are now two paths in front of him. He was told: use your ability to hear; use
your ability to see; use your ability to comprehend and think: — then decide which
path to choose. Since he was given freewill it was necessary that he be given the
power of hearing and the power of thinking and vision. The power of §lex and the
power of »<smean that man must use the power of all his senses to acquire
knowledge and then arrive ata certain conclusion for himself.

The use of mind (21 and <)

Here the Quran has emphasized the power of gles (Sam 'a) and the power of =z
(Basar) as a means of acquiring knowledge. These are two sources but there is a third
one that the Quran mentions, and that is 2 # (Fuad) or < (Qalb). Man sees and hears
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and information reaches him through his senses. But then there is something else in
him — which the scientists have not yet exactly determined what it is — that makes the
decision. How does the man make the decision? How does he use this power to
decide whether for right purpose or for wrong purpose? To answer this “/low”, the
first thing is that he must have the power of g'esand the power of ==, That is, he
must have the information first. Allah says that We provided all these faculties to him
so that he should have all the information; and to show him that there are two
possibilities in front of him. This is a special characteristic of human beings only:
there are two paths, or two possibilities in front of him. And he has to make a choice
for himself: whether to choose the right path or to choose the wrong path. It is
precisely because of this power to choose that man becomes accountable.

Animals do not have this characteristic

Animals do not have this choice. There are no two possibilities, no two paths in front
of them. They have not been given the power of choice, I have repeated time and
again that a poor goat does not have a choice whether to eat grass or whether to eat
meat, There is no question about it. Even the powerful lion does not have the choice
whether to eat meat or grass. He will die of hunger but will not eat grass. Even if
bunches of grapes may be hanging in front of him but he will not turn to them. He has
been given his instinct and he is bound by it. Whatever path God determined for him
he is bound to follow that path. That is why he is not accountable. When a snake bites
a man and the he dies then it is not charged for crime and hanged, because it is not
accountable. Accountability is for those who have been given the power of choice
and freewill to decide which of the two paths to choose. Only man has been given this
power of choice and freewill: and he has been left free to decide for himself. This is
what makes him accountable,

My dear friends, the Quran says that there was a time when man did not exist. Then
it says that Allah created him. The word used for this creation is 313, not 25—
&Eﬂimﬁl (76:2) — We created human beings. Then it says that we created him —
EE:TmL’J! (76:2) — from a single cell in which were hidden all the human potentials.
Then We passed it through several evolutionary stages in mother’s womb and We
gave him the faculty of hearing and seeing. And all this was done because after this
We put two ways before him — J'aﬂlmﬁl (76:3)—And then We told him to choose
whichever way you want: E%jj]:fﬂﬁi{'?ﬁﬁ]. If you want to choose the right way
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then go ahead and choose it. If you want to choose the wrong way then it is your
choice. These are the stages of human creation that the Quran has enumerated. And,
as | mentioned, these are not the issues for scientific discussions. After reaching this
point the direction changed. Scientists parted. They did not stretch their reach to the
last point — that of accountability. They only go as far as the physical aspect takes
them.

Beyond science

The Quran says that We have given humans this power of freewill and freedom of
choice in order to make them responsible for their choice and for their actions. This is
one thing, the most important thing, that distinguishes man from all other creatures:
imﬁ|m[ﬁl (76:3)—Eitheraccept the guidance from Allah or reject it. At another
place the Quran says:@ﬁm;ﬁ;(%: 10)—We have shown him the two highways (of
good and cvil}ﬁiﬁéﬁéﬂi& i iy 'j&gg! (18:29)— The truth has now come
from your Sustainer: let, then, him who wills, believe in it, and let him who wills,
reject it. This way the Quran left the choice to man to choose whatever way he wants.
Allah did not force man one way or the other, Animals are helpless in this regard.
They do not have this power of choice. Allah told the Prophet (PBUH) that your job is
only to show the way. It is not your responsibility to force man to walk on the right
path, [f man were to be forced to walk on the right path then there is no credit for this
on his part. It is no credit to a lamb that it does not bite anyone just as it is no crime for
a snake to bite and kill someone. It is only man who is accountable as he has been
given the freedom of choice. There is no chance of any arguments on this point in the
presence of the Quran. The Quran is unequivocal about it: Humans are accountable
because they have been shown the two paths; they have been given the freedom to
choose; and have been endowed with freewill to make choice. So, we have two
groups of people: those who choose the right way and those who choose the wrong
way. Now, the Quran says about those who choose to reject its way: mmﬁl
E!;Eﬂi‘[;'ﬂ,t. (76:4) — Now, behold, for those who deny the truth We have readied
chains and shackles, and a blazing flame.

Association with chains and shackles

My dear friends, as for those who made the choice of: mjj (76:3) —i.e., who
rejected the right path in favor of the wrong path — they will have to face the
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consequences of that choice; they will be held accountable for their actions. But our
traditional explanation is that this accountability will happen only in the Hereafter
whether it is the punishment of hell; or of fire; or of chains and shackles. Those who
choose a wrong path here; those who establish a wrong system here — are they then
not accountable in this world? Can anyone in a wrong system call himself free?
Are there no chains or shackles facing human beings here, in this world, at every step,
in this world? Is not fire raging here in this world which the Quran describes as:
§5,i§|.§f=f-ﬂéafl ;ﬁ:;i',jl,ﬂﬁ{ 104:6-7)— A fire kindled by Allah which will engulfs the
hearts. Aren’t the flames of corrupt systems; flames of exploitation and subjugation
of masses by powerful elites; flames of bondage; flames of fetters and chains; and
hell fires — aren’t all these flames all around us in rhis world? Can anyone deny that
these fetters and chains are not here? Are these not bound to occur in the world when
humans rule over humans without any concern for universal values? Also, there are
fetters and chains that are apparent but there are those which are not made up iron and
steel. Iron and steel fetters can be broken, and many times criminals break them and
run away. But don’t ask of the invisible fetters and chains that are created by humans
themselves? These are such that they cannot be broken: their flames cannot be

extinguished. How to break these invisible chains of (55 ) — chains of wrong system
of life? When the train of Islam was put on a different track (more than thousand
years ago) then the meaning of all the Quranic terms were changed as well. i and
S to us became unbelief and unbelievers (such as Hinduism and Hindus) unlike its
real meaning to lead life under a Jb or wrong system as opposed to leading the life
under the right (3>) system. To us Hindus became _#S or unbelievers and ~llsesll we
were o= 3= or believers!

And, the Quran remained only for reciting Surah S= so that death could come soon.
This is in stark contrast to what the Quran says in this Surah itself that it has been sent:
E:GB"C;;{Q (36:70) — that it may warn everyone who is alive [of heart]; that this
Quran is sent so that those who, though they are physically alive but have dead souls,
could be revived; so that their souls could be made alive with vitality, But, we use this
Surah to hasten the death to the grave.

The Quran talks about J1 but it also says: O who you call yourselves Muslims,
believe in Allah - ﬁﬂi l_',i‘.,{ 2l &ﬁl[ﬁﬁ (4:136). Now we know what the life of S is
and what the life of ;= s is? Life of _iS is to lead life under a Jsb: or wrong system; and
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the life of (=« is to lead life under the right (3=) system. Leading a life under Jabs
or wrong system is leading a life under a non-Quranic system; under the
domination and subjugation of other humans — it is to lead a life of humiliation and
obedience to other humans, These are the chains which cause flames of heartache
and distress. The Quran has mentioned the purpose of sending the Prophet (PBUH)
thus: ‘égﬂ.]%@al&gr"" 286 s (7:157)—he will lift from them their weights
and break the shackles that were upon Ime. What were these shackles and weights
that Prophet (PBUH) broke and threw away? — These were shackles and the weights
of capitalism; of priesthood; of human rule over humans (~£ ss) that the Prophet
(PBUH) demolished. These were the chains of man-made sharia of the religious
priesthood; and the chains of tribalism and tyranny that the Prophet (PBUH) threw
away from the society.

The meaning of J'

My dear friends! Superstition and falsehood had completely chained human minds
and hearts at the time the Prophet (PBUH) came. The Prophet (PBUH) threw them all
away. Our traditional scholars say that this has been said about unbelievers. But if
they could only see the next verse then it would have been clear what the Quran is
talking about here: ﬂﬁ%ﬁ;&ﬂ%g&:ﬂﬁﬁmal (76:5). Here, in this verse, the
people who lead their lives according to the right (3=) system (i.e., completely free of
any human domination) have been called ) as opposed to those who follow a
wrong (J=b) system, We also use the word J\ ! to mean free. What is the system of
life in which humans are completely free of any human domination? That system of
life is the one in which the obedience is done to no one except to the laws of Allah.
That is, all human beings are subject to only the Divine laws and completely free of
any human system of laws;

The One vou consider most burdensome of prostrations
In fact, frees man from thousands of other prostrations

The one who bows down on this one door becomes free of all kinds of fetters created
by priesthood and human rulers (~S sk). My dear friends! Please don’t ask me what
ranks the J_ occupy? What a word ) %! is!? These are the things through which the
Quran can be really understood. First, the Quran brought the word s against the
word A5, That is, those who lead their lives under any kind of temporal or religious
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domination cannot be Ju. J\=2 will be those without any temporal or religious
shackles. That would be the true freedom. Freedom does not mean freedom from
physical chains only. Maybe some time one was under physical chain. But il his heart
was free then despite having been chained by a tyrant he is really a free man; he is
among the 2%, The one who is solely obedient to Allah’s laws becomes completely
free from any other human obedience. What should 1 say my dear friends! Now, it
only remains a talk, The eyes are thirsting to see the one who could stand in the ranks
of J! »land pronounce: @ Y¥l4llY %% 1ama live witness for the fact that there is
no other sovereign authority except Allah. And one has to be oneselfa live role model
first of what one pronounces to the whole world. This is what the companions of the
Prophet (PBUH ) were: E}iﬁ[‘;ﬁgo@w@@aﬁm&l( 76:5). My dear friends, you
can call that life as the life of heaven (43). Details of that life are given by the Quran
in the form of simile or example; 3 4all $% (13:35) — The example of that heaven is
like this .... So my friends, whatever has been said about heaven in the Quran please
do not take its literal or dictionary meaning,

Beautiful allegory of ' #8 and S

My dear friends, there are huge realities hidden in these words. For example, J 4l are
having cups to drink: mt‘;ﬂg (76:5) and just few verses after it the Quran says:
%ﬁ;ljg (76:17). Actually these both J £ and Ju=37 are used in native medicine.
In our countries, people spray_#S in the coffins of the dead. But it is used as
medicine to reduce fever. As opposed to this, if someone is feeling cold or weak, then
heis given Je=3), Actually, Ju=3)is ginger, So, both J55 and Js=57 are used to bring
human temperature to normal. What the Quran has said in these verses is very
revealing: the entire point of man’s character is that it should remain normal —
extremes on either side in his personality are bad for his character, There should be
something to stop man from either extreme and bring him to normal state. And that
something is Allah’s commandment. Wherever there are exploitation and
subjugation, people lose their strength and become weak, and feel suppressed. Then
the people are given a dose of Jua=3, that is, they are taught Allah’s commandment
which gives them warmth and energy to become fit for the life of heaven. And vice
versa — too much power leading to excess and extreme must be tempered by Allah’s
commandment which, in this case, is J#%. The characteristic of heavenly life is that
it does not have weakness and it does nol have arrogance of power. It is a life of
balance. Extreme on either side is dangerous.
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Advice of Omar (R) to one of his governors

When Omar (R) appointed a governor he asked for Omar’s advice regarding what to
look for when appointing people to various administrative posts. Omar told him: “1
can’t give you a long list of advice but I only want to tell you a basic principle. Be
away from those who are “weak but honest” and from those who are “strong but
dishonest”, Other than them you can appoint anyone.” What a criterion!? What a
great visionary Omar was!? It is universally true that plenty of damage is done by
those having any of the two personality traits mentioned by Omar. Having a balance
between these two extremes is true way to peace; and that is the life of heaven. When
power starts acting in extremes then rein it in: and when weakness finds its way then
strengthen it — this is the state of balance or heaven. It should never happen in this
state that anyone is able to take advantage anyone clse: Gﬁg%iﬁmm&l

Ij;iEl’,';.I;, (76:5). The next verse is: ﬁ@ﬂjﬂ;ﬂ%;ﬁg (76:6). This isa

miraculous verse ol'the Quran.
Deriving water from rocks of heart

My dear friends, it is my carmnest prayer that you also get to taste the pure heavenly
elixir from the cup of Quranic wisdom. Then only you will know how tasty it is. But
this taste is felt by heart and soul. not by tongue. It is hard to explain to others unless
one tastes himself. Here it is said in this verse (76:5) that it is something for drinking.
(In Arabic language anything for drinking is called <& (Sharaab) unlike in our
language where it means wine.) Most importantly, the next verse says that this drink
comes from a fountain. But where is that fountain from which this drink is obtained?
The Quran says that the people of the heaven produce this fountain. But don’t think
that there is hilly rock in heaven from which oozes out a fountain from which
the people of heaven fill their cups! This 1s the Quran my dear friends!! It says:
Gﬁ@;"iﬁ(?ﬁ:ﬁ] - they dig this fountain from deep inside of their own hearts and
produce their own drink from it. When it is little weaker in its potency then a little
ginger is added; and when it is little stronger in its potency then a little calyx is added.
But, nevertheless, they bring out this fountain themselves from deep inside of their
hearts and soul. How this is brought out? If you remember whenever the issue of
bread came in the past lectures, the Quran gave instructions as to how to take care of
the hungry? Now, this fountain coming from the heaven created by the people of
heaven deep inside of their own hearts, what will it do to them? The Quran says next:
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mgﬁaﬁtﬁéﬁmﬁbaﬁi (76:7)— The truly virtuous are they who fulfil their
obligation of providing universal sustenance willingly of their own choice. and stand
in awe of a Day the woe of which is bound to spread far and wide.

My dear triends! Please pay attention to what the Quran is saying here. It says that
they have happily taken upon themselves this responsibility of their own freewill and
choice. The Quran never thrusts responsibility on anyone by force. Believer (0=.54)
by his own freewill accepts the Quranic responsibility.

Thedictionary meaning of J

We use this word = for offering sacrifice or gifts in case some wish is fulfilled. But
in Arabic language it means: the precaution that is taken for protection from some
impending danger. Every messenger of Allah is _:3 because he warns people from
impending danger. So, here in this verse (76:7) X means that these people fulfill the
responsibility they willingly impose upon themselves to protect the society from evil
sparks.

Scope of evil and protection from its danger

My dear friends, the question then is: Yes, they have taken upon themselves this
responsibility. But what is their motive behind it. My dear friends, whatever man
does, there is a feeling behind it: there is a motive behind it. Here, in this verse, their
motive is given: they do it because if it was not done then the spark of evil will “fly”
and engulfeveryone in the society. There are two words here: | ki 855 Today. not
just our own world but the entire world is engulfed in this. This is just one word % —
but every kind of evil, every kind of bad thing, everything that is harmful is included
in this one word J<. Actually, it means spark that creates a flame that burns
everything. It bellows and it expands on its own engulfing everything in its path. It is
okay that | did some evil. It remains with me. Someone else does evil, and it remains
with him. But very soon it becomes contagious and starts infecting the whole society
— just as we say these days that no one can remain protected from corruption: that
corruption has taken over the entire society. Why is this so and how can it be
prevented? The Quran uses one word for this. It says that they (e 52) are always
concerned and are always fearful that this does not happen; that the spark of evil
starting somewhere does not start flying everywhere. That is, it is not that people go
to the spark but the spark comes to them flying. Therefore, the (e s« are always
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conscious of their responsibility which they have undertaken of their own freewill;
and are fearful that if they did not fulfill this responsibility then a society will come
into existence in which no one will be safe from the spark of evil.

My dear friends, we also have this word ** <" for spark. Sparks fly. Sparks of evil
also fly and engulf everyone. That is, no one remains safe. This is what the (s s are
always afraid of. So they are diligent and 100% committed to fulfill their
responsibility to stop it. Did you notice my friends, how conscious they are of their
duties and their responsibilities!?

My wealth shouldn’t go to others

To stop this spark (of evil) from {lying it is necessary to establish a system based on
universal welfare: G,ﬁ@j@@}j[:ﬁl&:ﬂ; (76:8) —and who give food -
however great be their own want of it - unto the needy, and the orphan, and the
captive. That is, they establish a system in which no one sleeps hungry regardless of
their physical situation. They give all they have to establish this system although
there is too much attraction for keeping the wealth. But, many succumb to this greed
causing misery to themselves and to others. These people who pile wealth are hardly
able to use it for themselves because there needs are limited. But their greed is
unlimited. So, they start accumulating and hoarding it. Their greed follows them to
the grave: 3{3:]#}.5;3&: %3531 (102:1-2) - YOU ARE OBSESSED by greed for
more and more until you go down to your graves. So much is the attraction for them
to wealth. On the other hand, despite this attraction, the (i< see 1o it that other’s
need are also met. So, they freely give their surplus wealth to establish the system of
universal welfare and nourishment. This way, by their selfless effort, that society
never takes root in which sparks of evil keep flying everywhere. When people’s
needs aren’t met by just means then they start trying unjust means to fulfill their
needs; and very soon evil sparks start flying; and flames of evil take over the entire
society. Therefore, for this reason, the 0«5+ make sure this does not happen. The
question is: what do they do to stop it?

The remedy to remain safe from evil sparks and wicked flames

My dear friends! To stop this flame from occurring they establish a system of
nourishment for everyone: be they hungry, or indigent, or orphan, or handicap. This
theme keeps coming in the Quran again and again. From this itself one can
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understand how important it is in the eves of Allah to do this. How to do it; how 1o
establish such a system? One way is to help a needy person as favor and expect some
favors in return — like votes. If he does not return the favor then denigrate him
publically. This is one way to help the needy. But this is precisely the way the
sparks of evil start flying and landing everywhere. In contrast, the (2= =, when they
help anyone, their attitude and behavior is different than that described above:
Ijﬂﬁjgﬁ;‘ﬁﬁj;}j,hu;mm (76:9) — [saying, in their hearts,] "We feed you
for the sake of God alone: we desire no recompense from you, nor thanks. They say
that by helping you we did not do any favor to you. Notat all! In fact, we do not want
even thanks from you! ¢! »SI! In spite of the attraction to wealth (f.;;df‘- -76:8) they
give itto others and their attitude is that they do not want even a “thank you!™

The feeling of those drinking the heavenly drink

My dear friends! This is what happens to someone who drinks this drink. This is how
a heavenly sociely is created by those who drink the heavenly drink. Here it only said
that they do not even wani a “thank you” note from those whom they help. In other
place the Quran sayssﬁui;géﬁﬂ’,j*ﬁ%w{i 9:9) - They give them preference
over themselves, even though poverty maybe their own lot. This is the attitude of
those who give; and they say: \iﬁmtﬁ'@@‘jﬁﬁl (76:10)—Behold, we stand
in awe of our Sustainer's judgment on a distressful, fateful Day!

My dear friends, we will discuss this verse (76:10) in the next lecture. But please
remember this: These 0+« say thal they do not want any recompense or even a
“thank you” in exchange for their help. What to say of that society where this
prevails? — Where those with surplus wealth keep looking for those whose needs are
unmet; and where those who help do not expect anything in return, not even thanks!
What a wonderful society that would be! That would, indeed, be a heavenly society!!

My dear friends! We have come up to verse 9 of Surah A/-Dahr (,A) today. We will
take up from verse 10 in the next lecture.

AR ASTEME, S

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforis because yvou are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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