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Some religious scholars and Imams are accustomed to thinking of themselves as 
the representatives of Islam. They pass judgment on the rest of the Muslims and 
want them to follow their version of Islam. Those of certain political blocks have 
developed their own sectarian sharia and tell their followers that it is from God. 
Despite the fact that the Qur'an explicitly forbids Muslims from dividing 
themselves into sects (3:1013), the proponents of man-made sharia proclaim that 
being divided into sects is a blessing from God. In stark contrast to this, the Qur'an 
states that the Prophet (PBUH) has nothing to do with those who divide 
themselves into sects (6:159). Without considering the ramifications of this 
contradiction, many choose to follow the dictates of their fallible advisors, rather 
than looking to The Divine Guidance. Whether from fear of man's judgment or 
due to laziness, many are inclined to just move with the flow. This, of course, is 
easier than trying to discern what the Qur'an truly instructs us to do. First of all, it 
is imperative that we remind ourselves that it is only Allah's judgment that will 
determine the state of our souls. Having the conviction to follow the Qur'an is an 
act of spiritual determination and integrity. Following the herd or vain bleating of 
men is for the weak of heart or those seeking the vain glory of political status. This 
is a path for those not truly committed to or appreciative of The Divine Guidance 
that Allah has placed into our hands. If we simply engage with the Qur'an, we will 
see for ourselves that the Qur'an informs us that it is 100% Truth, 100% complete, 
100% unchangeable, 100% eternal and given to us and protected by none other 
than Allah, The Almighty (2:2; 6:34; 6:115;15:9).
Our scholars and interpreters in support of status quo seek to ensure that our most 
sacred Divine Guidance remains dependent on the compiled books of men – men, 
we must note, who claimed to be neither perfect nor divine. Their assessments 
were based solely on mere oral narrations and within these narrations were a 
number of contradictions and many incompatible versions of events. Competing 
interpretations and political allegiances added an additional unholy aspect to 
what finally ended up in print. Who amongst us cannot recognize the hazards of 
inaccuracy and errors of bias that occur when word of mouth becomes the means 
for transmitting knowledge? It is a dangerous precedent for any human, with our 
subjective viewpoints and incumbent flaws and errors, to place our own wisdom 
equal to or even as a modifier to our most treasured sacred trust, our Qur'an. In the 
very height of error and arrogance, scholars of this vein have even the temerity to 
declare some verses of the Qur'an to be abrogated. Here, we must never lose sight 
of the fact that it is Allah who judges man and not man who judges Allah. Those 
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who overreach by this fatal error have sought to acquire for themselves the right 
to declare anyone infidel who does not conform to their view of Islam. It does not 
require a great deal of psychological insight to recognize that such aims reveal a 
lust for power and a striving for temporal political gain rather than a heartfelt 
desire to follow The Divine Message in its entirety. The overreachers furthered 
their distortion of Islam's genuine history by passing judgment on women as 
though women were mere objects not human beings. In order to achieve their aim, 
the overreachers had to ignore the Prophet's (PBUH) example and brush aside the 
laws of Allah, such as the laws He provided to ensure that women receive the 
respect and dignity they deserve (33:35). Thus, false doctrines have been set forth 
that are contrary to Qur'anic guidance and erringly presented to the masses as 
God's law or Sharia.
The altered sharia, well-suited to the ambitions of the overreachers, absolves 
kings from all sins.  It gives them the right to have as many concubines as they 
wish. And, the rich can literally buy their way to Heaven according to this sharia. 
More than 1200 years ago, Muslim kings thus derailed Islam from its pristine and 
open universal brotherhood of all Muslims, to a tiny minority comprised of a 
closed and elite brotherhood of kings, religious scholars, and capitalists. The vast 
majority of the Muslim masses were left alone to fend for themselves with a fake 
brotherhood, just for feeling good. Muslims were brainwashed into believing that 
by mechanically practicing the so-called five pillars they would go to Heaven 
while their worldly lives remained under the control and exploitation of kings, 
scholars and capitalists. The world of Islam was turned into other-worldliness and 
the masses were left to pray only for their salvation in the Hereafter. The essential 
structural foundation of Islam, as a vibrant, integrated, holistic community of 
faith, mutually beneficial to all, was sacrificed on the altar of ambition, as the 
elites could not take control until the masses were subdued and disempowered. 
Over time the errant doctrines of the elites became our core beliefs. This is the 
false Matrix under which we are still living. 
We Muslims hold on to these core beliefs that have become deeply established 
over time. When we are presented with Qur'anic evidence that is against these 
beliefs, we do not accept this evidence because it creates a feeling in us that is 
extremely uncomfortable called cognitive dissonance. And because it is so 
important to protect these false core beliefs, we rationalize, ignore and even deny 
anything that doesn't fit in with them. For example, when we are presented with 
the Qur'anic evidence (30:31-32; 42:13) that creating sects in Islam is Shirk – the 
greatest sin – we tend to simply ignore it or brush this aside. 
The Qur'an is the only true Sharia for Muslims according to Allah who proclaims: 
And now have We set thee (O Muhammad) on a clear road (Sharia) of (Our) 
commandment; so follow it, and follow not the whims of those who know not. - 
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Qur'an 45:18 [Pickthall translation]. This verse leaves no doubt that the Sharia, 
(the Qur'an) that the Prophet (PBUH) was commanded to follow - and hence 
Muslims, in turn, are supposed to follow - must provide a clear road (or code) for 
leading our individual as well as collective lives. Since Islam is universal in 
scope, its laws reflect that universality. Therefore, it is wrong to refer to a sharia 
that applies only to a particular group or sect as 'Islamic.' In fact, attaching the 
Islamic label to a sectarian sharia negates its very universality. Similarly, 
imposing the sharia of a particular sect (or Madhab) on all Muslims is also wrong 
because if we care about what Allah has instructed us, we know confidently that 
there is no compulsion in Islam (2:256).
Despite this, we remain plugged into the Matrix. The Matrix is a system. People 
inside the Matrix continue happily with their daily routine in stasis. Looking from 
the inside, what does one see; Imams touting the benefits of sharia and the five 
pillars; scholars giving lectures and writing books and giving fatwas confirming 
the status quo; businessmen, teachers, lawyers, doctors, and workers busy with 
their respective professions? Lost to the Matrix are these very minds that need to 
be changed to accept the truth of the original Qur'anic principles of life. But until 
someone with a spirit like Khalifa 'Umar can snap them out of this malaise, we 
remain plugged into this false Matrix established to numb us away from the true 
vitality and equity of Islam as it was originally established. To regain this, we 
must seek to comprehend the Qur'an in its pristine, universal, unaltered entirety. 
One has to understand that most of us are not ready to be unplugged from the 
Matrix. And, many of us have become so inured, so dependent on this false 
system that we fight tooth-and-nail to protect it. We do not take the trouble to find 
out what Islam was like prior to the matrix created by the trio (of kings, capitalists, 
and priesthood). Muslim masses, for far too long, have been brainwashed into 
accepting man-made laws falsely put forward as Allah's laws. The man-made 
sharia of the overreachers gives its proponents enormous powers and has 
established a stranglehold on the Muslim masses. 
The month of Ramadan provides us with a perfect opportunity to unplug from the 
Matrix and rediscover our singular source of divine guidance. Those who fast do 
have to unplug from their daily physical routine anyway. Let this then provide an 
incentive to try to unplug from the Matrix as our Prophet (PBUH) and the Sahaba 
(R) did more than 1400 years ago. This is the month in which the Prophet (PBUH) 
and his companions fought for their own survival, and more importantly for the 
survival of Islam. The future of Islam was at stake in the first Ramadan on the 
battlefield of Badr. Islam is going through a similar crisis now and this Sunnah of 
the Prophet (PBUH) demands our attention. Millions of Muslims throughout the 
world continue to be killed, raped, tortured, humiliated, persecuted and 
dehumanized. The way things are developing right now, we do not seem that far 
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from the Jaahiliyya (ignorance) that existed in the world before the time of the 
Prophet (PBUH). This is also the month in which the Prophet (PBUH) and his 
companions re-entered Mecca as victors after eight years of refuge in Medina 
where they faced one military attack after another from the Kuffar and the 
Mushrikun (unbelievers and idol worshippers) of Mecca and their allies. This is 
the month in which the Ultimate Book of Allah began to be revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH); this is the month of the Night of Power (Laila-tul-Qadr), 
which is better than a thousand months (97:1-3).
This is the month where we learn the value of self-restraint and seek to purify our 
souls. This is the month for prayer and fasting. This is the month for glorifying 
Allah and for being grateful to Allah for all of our blessings but most especially 
for expressing our gratitude to Allah for sending His ultimate guidance, the 
Qur'an, to humanity.
That is why Ramadan was meant to be a month of fasting, introspection, soul 
searching and remembering Allah with passion and intensity reminiscent of the 
companions of the Prophet (PBUH). It was meant to be an occasion for believers 
to go through a yearly, month long intensive training exercise of hardship and 
self-restraint. Ramadan is a time of spiritual purification and commitment to 
Allah. It is a time to learn discipline and the patience essential to Islam so that we 
are able not only to proclaim but also to establish the greatness and sovereignty of 
Allah in the world by facing bravely any challenges that might come our way. 
That is how the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions and the rightly guided 
Khalifas practiced Ramadan. And the results speak for themselves. Ramadan was 
never meant to be a few extra rituals and a short cut to heaven. 

But even as ritual, Ramadan has become a burden on many Muslims. Many find it 
hard to fast. Some do find value in it for its health benefits while others have 
turned it into an occasion for feasting. While a billion poor Muslims live under 
what amounts to a yearlong fast, millions of others live under what amounts to a 
yearlong feast. How can people with this inclination establish the greatness of 
Allah? How can the Allahu Akbar of the indulgent have value in the sight of 
Allah?  
We always do best when we go back to the Prophet (PBUH) and Sahaaba (R) and 
seek our inspiration from their example. We must look to what they were able to 
accomplish during Ramadan and follow in their footsteps. It is our responsibility 
to try to root out the causes of suffering for Muslims throughout the world and 
strive as early Muslims did to establish a consilience community-based 
institution for the benefit of all. It is difficult to follow the example of the Prophet 
(PBUH) in doing what he actually did do to change the world, and yet so easy for 
us to just sit back and praise him?  Yet, we must not be deterred. Allah does not 
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need our empty praises. It is our solid actions that are essential to a genuine and 
vital Islam in the world. What do you think glorifies Allah more, our words of 
Takbir or our mindful actions to establish His Takbir in the world? Ramadan, in 
fact, was meant for Muslims to go through a program of training and exercise to 
be able to do just that. We were not to just do rituals and “finish” Ramadan as a 
means to earning reward in the Hereafter; and then carry on business as usual for 
the rest of the year. The training of Ramadan was meant to be training so that we'd 
realize and renew our commitment to strive for the values of life set forth in the 
Qur'an, every day of the year.
What our Prophet (PBUH) and his companions accomplished in 10 Ramadans 
and what the rightly guided Khalifas and their companions accomplished in 40 
Ramadans, we have not even been able to maintain. In fact, we have squandered 
their accomplishments, altogether - despite practicing well over 1400 Ramadans 
since that time. What kind of Ramadan are we then practicing?
Another Ramadan has now come and as with the first Ramadan, the future of 
Islam is still at stake. Consider the immensity of our gift in The Divine Message of 
the Qur'an and seek to understand that this pristine message, in its entirety, far 
outshines and is far elevated above the interpretaions and musings applied to 
our sacred text by mere men. To understand this is to reassert Islam's authentic 
universality and equity. To understand this is to see that action is necessary to 
come to the aid of the many Muslims who suffer underneath the false Matrix 
that exists in the name of Islam. To understand this is to begin the process of 
unplugging from the Matrix. Go forth then with courage and a pure heart. And, 
may the blessings of Allah be with us all
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My dear friends, today is September 28, 1984 and today's lecture starts with 
verse 14 of Surah Al-Mutaffifin ( سورة المطففین .(

The theme of the previous lecture continues. You know already that this Surah 
is about capitalists and about their objection and opposition against universal 
sustenance. Those who opposed this truth did not listen to any evidence or 
logic presented to them nor did they produce any evidence or logic of their 
own in support of their position. Their only reply defending status quo was that 
it has been coming to us from our ancestors and that we will to continue to 
tread in their footsteps. When they were told that you are talking about your 
ancestors but why don't you learn from historical records of destruction of 
those nations that had established a system such as yours? Their reply was that 
these are tales of the past; that these are not something that we have to learn any 
lesson from. Why was it that no matter how much logic or evidence was 
presented to them, it did not have any effect on them? Still, instead of 
dismissing it outright, at least they should have replied to this question based 
on their own logic or evidence. The Quran says:  (27:64) حم ژۛ ٹژۅ سى فخ ﮲بح
– produce your evidence - if you truly believe in your claim![Asad]. But they 
never do. So, why is this mentality that they display? But, before I answer this, 
I would like to mention that the translations of the Quran that continue until 
today are based on the narrations and the interpretations of our ancestors. So, 
why does this mentality – that we will follow our ancestors; that we will not 
deviate from them – continue to dominate our minds and thoughts?  
Are the objections of non-Muslims based on reality?
My dear friends, it is not only that we cannot understand the Quran from these 
translations but also that all the objections that non-Muslims hurl at Islam is, in 
fact, based on the “Islam” that continues to come from our ancestors and about 
that our scholars are so adamant that they force every Muslim to accept it as the 
real Islam. Our young generation is highly critical of this ancestral version of 
Islam, and they are, in fact, turning away from it.  This is the reason for the 
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disconnection of our youth from this “Islam.” That is why the Quran itself has 
prescribed: Understand its meaning using concordance. That means if one 
wants to understand the meaning of a verse then one needs to collect together 
all the verses of the Quran on the particular topic mentioned in that verse, and, 
then, the meaning of that verse automatically becomes absolutely clear. Then 
the Quran whose meaning has been shackled by our ancestors' translations is 
released from its ancestral chain. I had to bring this point now because the 
verse that is coming will become clear only through this process of 
concordance.  Otherwise, the traditional meaning does not make sense to 
anyone who is fortunate enough to have had his colored ancestral glass 
removed from his mind's eyes. Right in the beginning of the Quran we have 
this verse:  (2:2) – THIS DIVINE WRIT - let there be ْآتم ریال نم اٍؐ یـً ڑشج ـ

َّno doubt about it is [meant to be] a guidance for all the  (Muttaqin or God-َِمتقین ُ
conscious) [Asad]. This means that this guidance is for those who are already 

(Muttaqin). But, if someone is already  (Muttaqin) then why does 
he need guidance. They are already (Muttaqin) or guided. From this it 
implies that this guidance therefore is not for those who are not   (Muttaqin) 
or not guided.  
Does it make sense to guide someone who is already guided?
What is the purpose of a guidebook for those who are already         (Muttaqin) 
or guided. Is this the use of the Quran? Do you see that, right in the beginning 
of the Quran, where does the traditional translation, done under the auspices of 
our ancestors, lead us? And then the Quran continues: ٰكمخي ہ؇ضر ۆ شجڱجڞ ه ۖ  سي لم

 (2:6) – BEHOLD, as for those who are bent on denying the truth - ضم ٭جگ نم ۡلمعي
it is all one to them whether thou warnest them or dost not warn them: they will 

َ ّ َُnot believe [Asad]. So, the situation is this: the guidance is for the  ِّمتقينـــــ
(Muttaqin) or the guided; and those who are  (Kuffar – those who deny the کفار
truth) will not believe whether or not they are warned; so, there is no use to 
convince them about the truth of Islam. Why? Because: شم صخ ۅ سحټ جىۅ يىث 

(2:7) – God has sealed their hearts and their hearing, جىۉ ڢإک تخجىطمب ضيفى ، ڭ
and over their eyes is a veil; and awesome suffering awaits them [Asad]. Do 
you notice what kind of contradictory meaning comes out from the traditional 
translation? If God has sealed their hearts and minds and because of that they 
are helpless to accept the truth then why is God punishing them with severe 
punishment? This kind of confusion in understanding the Quran arises 
because we accept without critical examination what has been passed on to us 
by our  (Aslaaf – ancestors). We do not try to question or criticize what اسلاف
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they have interpreted because somehow it is taken as disrespect to our 
ancestors even though what they may have written does not make any logical 
sense or what they have written goes against even the Quran?
An issue worth pondering
It is a strange concept that God has sealed their hearts; that He has usurped 
their ability to think; that He told His messenger whether or not you give your 
message to them it is useless anyway – they are not going to understand it 
because their ability for thinking has been taken away. If that is the case then 
why is God saying here that “awesome suffering awaits them?” It must be 
surprising to you as to why I am having this out-of-the-traditional-box 
thought; and that why am I emphasizing this so much to you? Well, I am doing 
this because the Quran itself says that you must ponder in the Quran; that you 
must try to understand the Quran using intellect and thought. So, if one uses his 
intellect then one will face two contradictory points in this translation: First, if 
God has sealed their hearts then why the punishment? Second, what kind of 
concept of God does emerge from this traditional translation? Forget about 
that the Quran is the final Book of God. If one were to read this kind of a book 
consisting of contradictions then one will throw that book away. 
The proper way to understand the Quran
This whole issue of contradiction stems from the fact that we do not use the 
proper way – the way that the Quran itself has suggested to understand the 
Quran. This way is through Quranic concordance. The Quran loudly 
proclaims that one can understand it using this approach. Although I am 
hesitant to bring myself into this picture but that is the way I have understood 
the Quran. I have spent almost all my life in this process and I can say with 
100% confidence that, with the Grace of Allah, there is not a single verse in the 
Quran that I am not able to understand using this method of Quranic 
concordance. When I want to understand a particular verse I collect all the 
related verses on the topic mentioned in that verse; and then these other verses 
explain the meaning of the original verse in front of me. The Quran thus 
explains itself.
Now, the reason I have presented this long introductory remark is to prove this 
point: how the Quran explains itself clearly and logically without any 
contradictions, without any external source. Take for example the above 
verses (2:6) and (2:7) whose traditional translation creates confusion and 
contradiction: the messenger works so hard to explain Our message to them 
but they outright reject it. They could try to criticize it using intellect and 
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knowledge and reject it based on logic and reason. They could produce some 
logical evidence for their rejection? At least that would have been 
understandable. But the traditional translation gives them the excuse for not 
understanding: If God Himself has sealed our hearts and minds and usurped 
our cognitive capabilities then how can we understand? But how the sealing of 
the heart occurs is explained in today's verse (83:14). If we had this verse in 
front of us when deciding the meaning of verses (2:6-2:7) then this would have 
removed the contradiction that we are talking about. ئى ۋب اعي ۅ سحټ ئم عج ڳعي 
(83:14) – Nay, but their hearts are corroded by all [the evil] that they were wont 
to do! [Asad]. That is, their actions themselves resulted in sealing their hearts. 
Now, the meaning becomes completely clear. There is no confusion anymore. 
It is not God that does it but their bad actions put this seal of rust on their hearts. 
Now, it remains to see why then God attributes this to Himself in verse (2:7). 
Please remember that Allah attributes to Himself things that happen according 
to His laws. For example, Humans themselves produce children but Allah 
attributes this to Himself that We grant son or daughter to whomever We want. 
This is a way to explain that everything happens according to the laws of Allah. 
So, the way to understand is that whenever Allah says that We do something it 
means that His law does it. So, to explain verse (2:7), instead of saying that 
Allah sealed their hearts it is better to say that the law of Allah sealed their 
hearts. This way the contradiction in the traditional translation is removed and 
the objection and confusion are gone. It is not that I am saying that this 
meaning is mine but that the meaning of verse (2:7) becomes completely clear 
in light of the verse (83:14). The actions performed determine who one really 
is in terms of one's behavior and mindset. It is not Allah who seals the heart 
personally but His law does it – i.e., what you sow is what you reap. It is their 
own actions that sealed their hearts; and thus they lost the ability to understand 
because of their own intransigent behavior. And therefore the punishment they 
will receive is justified because of their wrong deeds. One reaps the fruits of 
one's own actions. Using the method of concordance is thus the way to 
understand the Quran. If one plugs ones ears one will not hear what is being 
said; if one closes one's eyes then one will not see anything even if the Sun is 
shining brightly.
One way of saying this will be that God produced darkness because you closed 
your eyes. Another way will be to say that whosoever closes his eyes the result 
will be darkness. And:  (2:7) – and awesome suffering awaits them ضيفى ، ڭ
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[Asad]. Those who choose wrong path are bound to fall into the pit of 
darkness. This is the way – the method of concordance – to understand the 
Quran my friends. And I chose this method for my own understanding of the 
Quran and no confusion arises anywhere. The Quran clarifies itself. Allah has 
made His Book very clear to understand. There is no need of any external 
source of light because the Quran itself is light. One does not search for the Sun 
with a lamp.   
Allah does not punish humans; they face the consequences of their own 
actions
The Quran asserts that whosoever will work hard to try to understand it will 

َّ َfind out the truth of its claim: that it explains itself. Here it says:   (83:14) – كلا
ْno, it is not like what you think that God has put seal on their hearts. But  َبل

(83:14) the reality is:  (83:14) – what do they do that itself اعي ۅ سحټ ئم عج ڳعي
becomes the rust on their hearts. This is the result of their own actions not 
something that comes from outside. As I said before, those who close their 
eyes will deprive themselves of light. That is why the next verse says:  غمم ڃ ې 

(83:15) – Nay, verily, from [the grace of] their Sustainer shall خٿ ۟طى ظۗعي
they on that Day be debarred. They will be deprived of the benefits of nature if 
they close they close their eyes to it. Although the meaning of  (Hijab) is حجاب
curtain but  (Mahjoob) means to become deprived.  So, those who close محجوب
their eyes become deprived of the benefits of light. What is this deprivation? In 
order to understand this question we have to know the purpose of Quran's 
teaching – the evolution of humanity as a whole: physically, mentally, 
physiologically, emotionally, as well as at the level of human self. The human 
evolution according to the Quran lifts humanity and moves it forward to higher 
and higher levels. This will happen by following the laws and principles of 
Allah. 
To remain stuck at one place is the punishment 
My dear friends, when humans abandon the obedience of the laws of Allah; 
when they abandon thinking and intellectual endeavor – then the result is 
stagnation and decadence at the individual as well as at the collective level. 

َThe caravan of life then stops moving. This is what has been called the  or ٌعذاب َ
punishment.  (83:16) – Further, they will enter the Fire of Hell ۏ ڃ عىكل مجخ

َّ[Asad]. We translate both  (Jaheeem) and  (Jahannam) as Hell. But جحیم ِِجھنم َ َُ َ
this translation does not bring out the true meaning of what the Quran wants to 
convey. The root meaning of  (Jaheeem) is to get stuck; to not being able to ِِجحیم َ
move forward; to remain stagnant. So, those who do not use the Allah-given 
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abilities to think and ponder but simply follow blindly what has passed on by 
 (Aslaaf – ancestors) – they stagnate and languish in darkness. Our اسـلاف

pondering stopped more than thousand years ago. But the Quran emphasizes 
again and again the importance of thought and understanding. The Quran's 
emphasis of using thought and intellect is not limited to only certain 
personalities of certain time but that it is for all of humanity until the Day of 
Judgment. Using thought and intellect is duty of every human being. If a 
tradition stops human beings from thinking then it drives them towards Hell. 
Our  (Aslaaf – ancestors) are greatly respected for their knowledge and اسلاف
understanding but the knowledge and understanding did not stop with them? 
Life continues to move forward. And, as life moves forward, knowledge keeps 
advancing. The Prophethood ended with our Prophet (PBUH) but the Quran is 
forever protected until the Day of Judgment. But since we took the knowledge 
and understanding of our ancestors as the final word our knowledge and 
understanding ended thousand years ago and our thinking became frozen in 
time of our ancestors. But other nations kept moving forward higher and 
higher in their evolution of thought and understanding and we remain stuck in 
thousand year old thought.  
The concept of sky in the light of hadith
My dear friends, according to our  (Aslaaf – ancestors) this hadith is اسلاف
attributed to the Prophet (PBUH) that the sky is a sheet of glass and the stars 
are pearls embedded in it and there are seven skies like this each of which are 
separated by five hundred miles. If we accept this concept then the door of our 
thinking and intellectual pursuit becomes shut.
Even today this thinking is prevalent in following the  (Aslaaf – اسـلاف

ٌ َّancestors):     كل  في – all virtue is in following the ancestors. That is, our تباعسلف ِخير
belief is our whatever the ancestors have said is the last word. The result is that 
even today the Chancellor of Medina University says that the Earth does not 
move. It is stationary. He says that if anyone who believes that the Earth is 
moving is an apostate and should be hanged. Why is he saying this? – Because 
thousand years ago this was mentioned in a hadith; because it was written in 
our Tafsir (interpretation) of the Quran. What would you say about this, my 
friends? How can intellectual progress occur with such a belief? How can such 
a nation compete with other nations in the field of knowledge with such belief? 
It is obvious that such a nation would be left behind in the race of knowledge 
and human advancement. But that is not all. There is a much more important 
point to note here: It is the law of nature that if certain human faculty is not 
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used then Nature discards it. Modern research has proven that once bats had 
eyes. They stopped using their eyes then Nature found that eyes are useless to 
them; so it took away their eyes. 
My dear friends! If a certain nation does not use the faculty of thought and 
understanding for centuries, then, if this faculty is not taken away it is certainly 
rendered useless. If such a nation has this belief that whatever has been 
thought thousand years ago is sacrosanct; that further thought is forbidden; 
that further thought leads to apostasy – then Nature would think that giving the 
faculty of thought to this nation is useless; that it is better to give it to some 
other nation who will use this faculty. This is the reason the Quran says that a 
nation who abandons its faculty of though and understanding remains in  ِِجحیم َ
(Jaheeem); that it remains stuck at the same place where it was when it 
abandoned its faculty of critical thinking. While we have been stuck and 
steadily been sinking deeper and deeper into our self-created marsh other 
nations have risen higher and higher on the evolutionary ladder of creativity 
and knowledge. The Quran says: جىؠ ئج ثي ي يخ ڕمي صخ ئىكم ۋ ؼ يخ لجم ۇ ظشجؽث جىكخ عجعي 

(2:170) – When it is said to them: "Follow what Allah has ظصيگ نم ڤعي ڻ ضينم ژخيعي
revealed:" They say: "Nay! We shall follow the ways of our fathers." What! 
Even though their fathers were void of wisdom and guidance? [Yusuf Ali].  
The result is:  (2:171) – Deaf are they, and dumb, and blind: َ قى قم فم بم نم ڤعي
for they do not use their reason [Asad]. You can call this as self-inflicted 
punishment or you can call this the result of their behavior! Whatever you can 
call but this is the rust that gets deposited on the hearts of a people who say that 
whatever was to be thought has been thought before by our ancestors; and that 
new thinking is forbidden in matters of Deen or Sharia. The result is that such 
people remain stuck at the same place and lose the capacity to move forward. 
The unspeakable condition of Muslim Ummah
My dear friends, there are more than 60 Muslim countries in the world 
comprising of more than billion Muslims. There is a sea storm of Muslims 
from Morocco all the way to Indonesia. But have you ever thought about why 
they are the most downtrodden and humiliated people in the world? The root 
cause of this is that they have abandoned critical thinking. Whoever says 
something about Islam the first question is: has anyone said this before? If one 
provides reference from the past then it is acceptable; if not, then it is not 
acceptable and it is considered a deviation in Islam. If this is the situation of 
Muslims that they want to remain stuck; that they want to remain in                
         (Jaheeem) – is it any wonder then that they are the most subjugated and 
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disgraced people in the world despite their huge number? When astronauts 
went to the moon many religious scholars said that this is a lie; that no way 
anyone can go to moon. This is our collected  (Jaheeem) that we are in. 
The Quran says: (83:17) – Further, it will be said to them: ۏ ڄنح ک لمشخ فخ ٮ گۗعي
This is the (reality) which ye rejected as false [Yusuf Ali]. This is the result of 
your belying the truth: You used to belie the law of requital but now do you see 
the result of your behavior from your eyes? This was one group or category of 
people. The Quran, as I have said, presents in these verses the steps through 
which humans go through to reach the final destination.
The Quran's system will prevail ultimately
My dear friends, the Quran has claimed – and this is our belief – that its system 
will finally prevail over all other systems of the world. The Quran has 
mentioned some signs of that period in which this extraordinary revolution 
will occur. It says:  (83:6) – The day when humankind will ۢنه ڸهم كحڳ نر؎ بج 
rise up for universal nurturing and sustenance. Then the humanity will be split 
into clear-cut groups. The first group will be the one described above as stuck 
in  (Jaheeem) whose destiny will be destruction. In contrast there will be ِِجحیم َ
another group:  (82:18) – NAY, VERILY - the record of the غمم سي ۇ يجہإ تخ لم
truly virtuous is [set down] in a mode most lofty![Asad]. The first group was 
going downward into the pit of destruction – these were the  (Sijjin) as ّسجین ٍِ ِ
mentioned in verse (83:7). And this, the second group, is moving upward 

ّhigher and higher – these are the  (Illiyin).  We had seen the meaning of َِعلییّن ِِ
  (Abrar) earlier in a previous lecture where I had explained it in detail. The 
word “     ” comes from    (Birr) which is normally translated as piety, and 
which creates a particular concept in our minds. But every word that Quran 
uses has very deep meaning. When I had discussed this word earlier I had 
mentioned its meaning as opposite of miserliness or narrow mindedness, 
which is a crime in the eyes of the Quran. Opposed to this are those who are 
broadminded and gracious – these are         (Abrar) who will remove the 
narrow boundaries that divide human beings, and will try to create a universal 
brotherhood of humankind. All this meaning is contained in this one word  
(Abrar)  . The Quran clarifies it further:؉   سى ح جيڇ  بئو جىة ّٰ
(2:177) – True piety does not consist in turning your faces towards the east or 
the west [Asad].   
The meaning of  (Abrar) according to the Quran
My dear friends, the Quran has said that  (Abrar) are those who, despite the 
love of wealth, keep it open for the needs of others. This is the first sign of 

إنه شمخ
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 (Birr): Grace and broadmindedness. This demolishes the class distinction of 
dividing the human race. So much depth and breadth is embedded in this just 

ْone word  (Birr). If it is translated as “piety” then we do not get true concept �
َْof its meaning. And the   (Abrar) are the ار� اِ

please note that this loftiness is not something related to physical space or 
time. This is actually related to state of human condition.
Meaning of  (Muqarrab)ّمقرب

ّWhat is  (Illiyin)? The Quran itself tells: (83:19) – And what َعلییّـن ِجىيخ تگ يج يمعي ِِ
will explain to thee what 'Illiyun is? Is it a place? Is it a country? Is it a physical 
thing? The Quran says it is none of this but: (83:20) – This is a book of غم عضخهج
records. This is a book of their deeds. It was said earlier about the first group 
that their hearts have rusted; that they are stuck. But this one is just the 
opposite: it is sum total of the record of their deeds; it is the imprint on their 
personality of the cumulative result of their deeds. And it is not something 
abstract that it cannot be seen but:  (83:21) – witnessed by all who ژڌ تۗعي
have [ever] been drawn close unto God [Asad]. This, unfortunately, has led to 
our tradition concept of being closer to God as those who roam around as 
mystics or as holy spiritual saints performing miracles. We created this 
category of people who are considered to be closer to God. If we accept this 
then we have to also accept that God is situated in a place that is nearer or 
farther in distance. I have spent a better part of my life in these valleys of saints. 
The way these holy people discourse is as if they go every night and sit with 
God and converse with Him freely and playfully. But being closer to God does 
not mean being nearness to Him in physical terms.
What is nearness? Allah, the Almighty, Himself has explained that nearness to 
Him means to “acquire His color” which is a phrase for harmonizing one's life 
with divine attributes; to imbibe in one's life the divine attributes within 
human limitation so that these attributes are reflected in a believer's character 
and behavior in human society. For, example Allah has called Himself  رازق
(Raaziq) or provider of sustenance to all of humanity, so a believer should 
reflect this attribute in human society as a provider of sustenance to others. 
Allah has called Himself  (Aziz) or powerful, so a believer should reflect عزیز
this attribute in human society as being powerful enough to protect the weaker 
souls of the society. The same holds for all the attributes except the infinite 
attributes that are exclusive to Allah alone, e.g., the attributes related to 
eternity. Imbibing the true attributes of Allah in our own character is the only 
way to gain nearness to Him. These are the believers who carry out the 

ّ  (Illiyin), the loftiest. But َِعلیّیـن ِِ
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eternity. Imbibing the true attributes of Allah in our own character is the only 
way to gain nearness to Him. These are the believers who carry out the 
responsibilities that Allah has entrusted to them for realizing these attributes in 
humanity society. This is not something that can be done alone leading a 
monastic life where others work to feed and support these supposedly godly 
people. This is not the case at all. Imbibing the attributes of Allah in one's 
character puts a grand burden of responsibility on the shoulders of believers 
because they are the ones who carry out Allah's mission in this world. Allah 
fulfils His responsibilities that He has undertaken upon Himself for human 
beings through the hands of the believers. This is the meaning of being near to 
Allah. People think that being Muslim is easy. Well, it is not something 
abstract that it cannot be seen. It is to be:  (83:21) – witnessed by all ژڌ تۗعي
who have [ever] been drawn close unto God [Asad]. Then they – those 

ّ ّnearness to Allah – see the what  (Illiyin) is; what place do (Illiyun) َعلیّین ِعلیُّونَ ِ ِ ِِ
occupy; what lofty position those who have emulated the attributes of Allah 
occupy in human society? Those who emulate the attributes of Allah in their 
character go through such a transformative evolutionary phase in their 
personality that they are able to see their lofty position in the Universe. This is 

َْthe state of feeling of those who are the  (Abrar): (83:22) – ار� َ� سي يجہا تخ مج
Truly the Righteous will be in Bliss [Yusuf Ali]. 

ٍِMeaning of  (Na'eem)نعَیم
The Quran has said right in its beginning: أؽ بهسج عممٻذ ﮳سج لمۖ بن ۆأ  
(1:5-1:6) – Guide us the straight way. The way of those upon whom Thou hast 

َbestowed Thy blessings [Asad]. The word “ ” (An-'Amta) appears in the َأنعمت َ
َ نَ “ .verse (1:6)نعم ” (An-'Amta),  (Na'eem),  (Na'am) – all these words are أنعمت َعیم ٍَِ َ

derived from the same root  -  -  which means: something life-giving and ع م ن
free flowing like water; and delicate, fragrant, and suffusing like fragrance; 
something being hard as stone and soft as flower petal; something that 
provides loftiness and reverence. The Arab people designed an amazing 
language having opposite and contrasting qualities in single words. So, the 
question is: what were the duties and responsibilities of the people endowed 
with these special and contrasting qualities? You can very well imagine that 
even today cool, clean, and refreshing water will be a blessing but definitely 
more so in Arabian desert. And  (Mun'am) is one who used to stand on a منعم
well containing such water and call thirsty people to drink of this water for 
free. These were the type of Arab people and this was their language! 
Amazing! The Quran could be revealed only in such a language, my friends. 
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The Quran says here: (83:22). Well, it has said everything in this, سي يجہا تخ مج
just one word مج( ): which has within it the contrasting qualities of hard 
as rock and soft as flower; and the qualities of loftiness of a mountain and of 
vitality of a flowing river. What is the duty of those endowed with such 
contrasting qualities? It is to call on thirsty people and provide them with life-
giving cool refreshing water for free. Allahu Akbar! These are the people who 
deeply yearn to follow the straightway:  (1:5). Their duty is not أؽ بهسج عمم
to sit and pray in a room and recite the names of Allah on a rosary but: ۅ يجا؇ه 

 (83:23) – On Thrones (of Dignity) will they command a sight (of all عي مخي
things). They will be sitting on thrones of power and authority in this world. 

ٍعِیم This is one of the signs of such people of  (Na'eem). But our ancestralنَ
scholars, whom we consider infallible, have essentially destroyed this concept 

ٍعِیم of such people of  exercising power and authority in this world. Theirنَ
concept is that this world is a prison and we must renounce it. The more and 
more one renounces this material world the more and more one's spirituality 
keeps rising higher and higher. Therefore, to them the worldly power, the 
worldly ruling and governance is meaningless. They say that you become a 
straw in a mosque so that if people crush you they do not even feel it. On the 
other hand, the Quran says that they will be sitting on the throne of power and 
authority in the world. But it also says that while they are sitting on the throne 
of power and authority they will not be blinded by the arrogance of power. 
They will ever be watchful of who is doing what:  (83:23) – On ۅ يجا؇ه مخيعي
Thrones (of Dignity) will they command a sight (of all things). This is so 
because: (2:143) – Thus, have We made of you جىقىتم لمح ى ضيلى قمح تر؇صر ۅ كحڳ
an Ummat justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses over the nations [Yusuf 
Ali]. This is what is called the Islamic authority and governance. And: تر؇صر ۅ 

(2:143) – this nation is entrusted with the responsibly to watch over all the كحڳ
other nations of the world to observe as to who is doing what and why. If it 
finds a nation on a wrong path then it immediately corrects that nation. By 

ُ ََ ُusing the word   (Yunzurun) the Quran tells that this nation will be ینــــــظرون
watching other nations all the time making sure they do not deviate from the 
straight and balanced way. This is possible only because they possess the 
power and authority to do so. Another way of expressing this is 
metaphorically: that they will be sitting on thrones of authority. But their 
power and authority is to have a watchful eye on rest of the world whether or 
not they are complying with universal justice. This is in unlike those nations 

Na'eem
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 who get out of control once they taste power and authority. Iqbal had this rare 
God-given gift of expressing this in his own beautiful way:

It is harder to improve the human world than to rule over it;
It is only when one suffers that one acquires the vision for it.

This is the vision of state authority of Momineen:– to improve the human 
condition globally no matter how much they have to suffer personally 
themselves. After gaining authority they have ever watchful eyes on the 
human world. While they are enthroned on the seat of power and authority, 
they shall keep everything around them in their sight. In other words they will 
have the quality of insight and vision, to see and oversee. This is the 

نَ ٍعِیم:characteristic of Momineen who are closer to Allah and are  (Na'eem) نىئو طح
(83:24) – their faces will reflect the delight produced by these جيڇلخ ڽشه قمم

gratifying comforts and pleasures. 
The face reflects the state of the heart
My dear friends! let us look into modern psychology. All the comforts and 
pleasures that the Momineen will have will be concrete and tangible and 
visible. The picture that the Quran has given of the Heaven is a model of these 
comforts and pleasures. No nation has been able to even visualize it even 
though it may claim itself to be prosperous. But these tangible things of 
comforts are material and visible. These do not provide bliss in the heart by 
themselves. But Momineen use these things of comfort and pleasure according 
to the divine laws which then provides blissful feeling in their heart. But these 
feelings are not easily perceptible and what the Quran says in verse (83:24) 
regarding this aspect the modern psychology is only able to explain now:نىئو طح 

(83:24) – their faces will reflect the delight produced by these جيڇلخ ڽشه قمم
gratifying comforts and pleasures. Modern psychology is being used in courts 
now to identify the internal state of feeling of a person from his facial 
expressions. The Quran said this 1400 years ago what modern psychology has 
revealed only in this age – that of identifying criminals in courts based on their 
facial expressions:  (55:41) – Criminals will be recognized by هىئو عمشرعي ى
their foreheads. And in verse (83:24) the Quran says that similarly Momineen 
will be recognized by the reflection on their faces of the calm and blissful state 
of their heart. The Quran produces warmth and energy in life. To tread on life's 
journey these energy boosters are essential. The evolutionary journey 
proceeds to higher levels only this way. 
The theory of evolution requires clash and overcoming of obstacles on its way. 
If life overcomes the obstacles in its way then it moves to the next stage. It is 
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obvious that for life's evolutionary forward movement energy and power and 
authority are required. Weakness, lack of authority and lack of power are signs 
of defeat. The Quran explains this in its unique metaphorical style. All the 
descriptions of heaven in the Quran are given in a metaphorical way. It 
clarifies this explicitly by saying: …   (13:35) – the example of ص بن بز
heaven is ... The same metaphorical style the Quran uses to describe the 
heavenly condition that the Momineen create in this world. It presents its 
descriptions of heaven whether of this world or of the Hereafter always as 
examples. And these metaphors and examples through which the Quran 
presents its description of heaven have their own unique highly literary and 
beautiful style. Most famous experts of Arabic literature have not been able to 
produce even a short piece of text approaching anywhere near the literary 
beauty and excellence of the Quran. What to say of this my friends! – What 
makes their faces glow and radiate light? It is because the warmth and flow of 
their blood goes up! A poet says of this feeling in his own style:

How can I describe the beautiful and unique taste of wine, O pious one?
You never drank, so how can you know its unique taste, O ignorant one!

How wonderful! However, we only hear the words of the wine that Quran 
mentions. But those glowing faces that it describes, how unfortunate for us 
that they are completely absent from amongst our midst. We can only imagine 
what the Quran has said about them: (83:25) – They will be ګعي جي خے نم

َ ّgiven a drink of pure wine whereon the seal [of God] will have been set.  ٌٍِرحیـق ْ(Raheeq) is pure wine which does not have any smell of (Shirk) or adultery. شرِك
It is well known that if the wine bottle is not sealed airtight then air leaks into it 
and destroys the intensity and potency of the wine. 
The characteristics of the wine mentioned by the Quran
My dear friends, the Quran mentions a pure wine with perfect seal so that it 
remains protected completely. It also means the Quran's message remains 
completely sealed and protected as this is the final message and that no 
corruption or adulteration can occur in this message; and that Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) is the seal of all the Prophets (PBUT) from Allah. This 
seal is very special: (83:26) – pouring forth with a ﮲ ؙث جىطح آتم ﵍ضي طصرعي
fragrance of musk. To that [wine of paradise], then, let all such aspire as [are 
willing to] aspire to things of high account [Asad]. You may have heard of 
musk and saffron in Greek medicine. They provide energy and are used as 
medicines for paralysis. What is the purpose that the Quran is talking about 
pure wine and seal of musk? What happens after drinking this wine? People 
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normally lose their balance and falter after drinking wine. But this wine that 
the Quran talks about boosts energy of its nation to move forward and higher 
compared to other nations. If you want to move up on the ladder of evolution 
then come and drink of this Quranic wine. Life is not static but dynamic. It is to 
move ahead to new and higher destinations in the stage of evolution – both 
individually and collectively as a nation. This is the life of heaven. Human 
beings will be bursting with extraordinary new energy to move ahead from 
imbibing the attributes of Allah. This moving ahead will be of two types. This 
needs further explanation.  
My dear friends, the time is up for today's lecture. We reached up to verse 25 of 
Al-Mutaffifin ( ). We will take up verse 26 in our next lecture. سورة المطففین

اٌ ڦ نث ڿ و ني ئخ
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware 

of what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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