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Dear Mr. Parvez,

I thank you for your letter of
13th June. Will you please send me the
names of those Who, you think, will be
the real servants of our future secretariat?
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N HER OWN RIGHT

By
Saima Hameed

- I am not a sex object!
You exploit me;
take advantage of my ignorance
Earn money by displaying my parts.
Capitalists!

Stop being stereotypical.

Do not treat me as a decoration peice.
I cannot be bought.

Earn not by dressing me

as an object of pleasure.

You base your values on Consumerism.
Ah! Consumerism!

[s it more valuable than

Values themselves!

I am marvelled at only

when 1 disclose my identity
and disguise My Self as
“propagator of your products.”

My character.

My Struggles. in search of myself,
mean more to me

than this show.

[ cannot appear seductive

and provoke a perverse response.
For it is degrading for me.

I want to live

Respect myself ‘
and be resspected by others.

I’ve dreamt of making choices;
to communicate my thoughts;
that mountain-like imagination.
1 want to speak '

13 ”
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From : ~ Mac Leonard

To : Kubra Khawaja

Date 4th February, 1999

Subject : YOUR ASSESSMENT TASKS

I'm taking an unusual step of typing my comments on your work--because it
deserves special treatment-- there’s a fot 1 want to say about it and my handwriting
isn’t the best.

Firstly, let me congratulate you on a superbly presented peice of work--you
haven’t tried to bamboozle me with clever computer gimmicks and pretty pictures but
you have provided me with clear text, a glossary and a bibliography-- this is something
many Sixth Formers find difficult to do!

Secondly, let me thank you for introducing me to someone 1 knew nothing
about-- far more refreshing than reading a potted account of the life of Martin Luther
King! What’s more 1 found it at the same time reassuringly supportive and very
frustrating that G.A. Parwez and 1 have independently arrived at much the same

*conclusions, albeit about different religions. Your work clearly identifies the
difference between “religion™ and “true faith” which was the pomt of the work-- you
have seen this in a way few-- if any-- others have. _

Thirdly, 1 have to be honest and confess to you that at first 1 thought you had
simply found an article and imported it: the sytle of language is hardly that I would
expect from someone in year nine! However, the corrections indicate that you typed
this (not pasted it in from another source) and your evaluation section continues in the
same style. | apologise for doubting its originality.

It this is the quality of work vou can produce you should most seriously
consider opting for Religious Studies next year-- and then continuing at “A” level

-where the Philosophy of Religion would fascinate you (although T think at that level
and by then we might be investigating together!)

In conclusion (and 1 don’t normally write that on Year Nine essays!) this is .
probably the best piece of work I have received froma Year Nine student in 29 years!
I have to give you an “A” for Understanding, an “A” for Evaluation and a “1" for
effort only because there are no higher grades!

P.S. May I send a copy of this to the Borough Senior Advisor for Religious
Education? '
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Glossary

Capitalism- : An economic system in which a country’s trade and industry are
organised and controlled by the capital.

Communism - A social system in which property is owned by the community and
used for the good of it’s members.

Corporeal : The physical (contrasted with spiritual),

Edifice : Building (especially a large one); something built up in the mind.

Fallible : Liable to error.

Fanwa : A decree or pronouncement made by a Muslim priest.

Gregarious : Living in group or in societies.

Meagre : Insufficient; poor: scanty,

Mysticism (sufisn) - Beliefs experiences, of a mystic, teaching and belief that
knowledge of God and of real truth may be obtained through meditation or spiritual
mnsight, independently of the mind and senses.

Priesteraft : Ambitious or worldly policy of priests.

Propitiate : To take away the anger/To win favour or support.

Bibliography

1. Islam a Challenge to Religion
By Ch. G A parwez

2. What has Man Thought? (Urdu)
By Ch. G A Parwez

3. Islamic Ideology
By Ch. G.A. Parwez

4. Is Islam a Failure?
By Ch. G A Parwez
S. . Why is Islam the only True Deen?

By Ch. G A. Parwez
6. The Heavens, The Farth and the Quran
By Dr. Abdul Wadood
7. The Pakistan Idea - A chalienge to Geographical, Racial and Lingual
Nationalism
By Shamim Anwar
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They don’t believe that there is more to life and reality than us corporeal beings. But
these people are in a minotity. Most people around the world believe in God, believe
n somtehing more than life as we know it. '

If one thinks about the religious writings (Torah, Bible, Quran etc.) they ail
have a few things in common. The most important similarity they have is, that they all
tell humanity the difference between right and wrong. Between good and evil, and that
telling lies is bad. Everyone in the world, no matter what religion they belong to
agrees that telling lies is bad.  Yet everyone does so. FEven Presidents of super
powers. ‘ ,
Looking at the world today there is lots of crime, corruption, poverty and an
uneven distribution of wealth. This is with the presence in the world, of a multitude of
religions. Imagine a world without any religion? This shows us that the religious faith
is profoundly needed in the world today. This also shows, unfortunately that the
message of God has been misinterpreted if not totally misunderstood. The guidance of
God is within our grasp, if only we were not blinded by our greed, we would see it.

My beliefs ;

I believe that religious faith is always an advantage as it is guidance from the
Almighty.  Especially in the Muslim faith where in the Holy Quran, Aliah has given
mankind a system of life and if humanity correctly follows this system they will find it a
great advantage as everyone and everything will be living, in peace and harmony. But
because religion is regressive and the fact that religion and science have been placed in
two separate water tight compartments, as the world is progressing I can envisage a
time when people will turn against religion.

In terms of Isiam 1 prefer to use the word Deen rather than religion, as the
word Deen s the appropriate word to use (As referred to earlier). The.Islamic Deen is
not a hindrance to me as it is progressive. Far from denying science, it actually |
encourages man to conquer the forces of nature and use them 1o the betterment of all

- the humanity. Islam provides me the driving force in my life. For example when its

cold and 1 don’t want to get out of bed, T still do so, to get to school on time. This is
because I want to learn and get knowledge so I can take my place in the human society
and contribute my share to the good of the society. In the future Deen will be a firm
pillar in my life. As 1 said earlier Islam will still be the driving force which, compels
me to learn and help other people. Beng a Mushim, I am aware that the purpose of
my life is to develop, both my physical body as well as my personality (spirit), The
Islamic Deen (not the religion seen in the so called Muslim world today) will always be
a part of my life as it is the system that helps develop all human beings.
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keep changing according to circumstances, but the principle of the Quran shall forever
remain unalterable.

Under this system, the distribution of the means of living would be' in
accordance with the needs of every one. Thus no human being will be at the mercy of
-another human being. No human being will have the right to rule over another human
being. All sovereignty will belong to God (Not priests). Every individual wil] get the
opportunity to develop to his full potential.  The sources of these laws that help to
nurture and develop man as free individual personalities but belonging to one
brotherhood of man, is the same as that of the laws of Nature.

This is what Parwez learnt from his research of the Quran, and his association
with Dr. Sir Allama Iqbal. In addition, he read books written by the scholars of the
West and East, (See Appendix 1), Atter doing the comparative study he came to the
conclusion that man throughtout the ages has endeavoured to solve the problems of
life. When the answer to all life’s problems lay secure in the Quran, Parwez then set
about setting the record straight. He spent the rest of his life writing books in Urdy
presenting Islam as a Deen. This became his life’s mission. Since he was presenting
Islam as a Deen, and since there is no place for priestcraft in Deen his writings posed a
threat to the priests livelihood for they have turmed God into a business. Over one
thousand priests got together and declared a fatwa excommunicating Parwez from
Islam, but he remained steadfast continued to write books in Urdu and publishing 2
monthly magazine called Tolu-e-Islam, (The Islamic dawn), He also played an active
part in the struggle for the creation of Pakistan, and fought valiantly with the Muslim
priests of India who ‘were cpposed to the creation of Pakistan, with his superior
intellect and his pen.  As he had single handedly taken on the entire Muslim
priesthood, he devoted his entire life to this one mission. He spent his meagre
earnings from his job as a British civil servant and later g Pakistan civil servant on
publishing his magazine and his books.  His only English book being “Islam o
~ Challenge to Religion”,

Parwez also recorded his commentaries on the meaning of the Quran on both
audio and video cassettes and his ideas are beginning to get a Jarge following amongst
the educated and knowledgeable people internationally. Parwez died in 1985 of
natural causes. The foundation, Tolu-e-Islam which he sef-up continues to do good
work today.

Religion today :

Many people in the world do something “religious” and believe some good has
come out of it. (i.e. Praying, fasting, studying religious writings/sayings)

Also. many people try to live their life according to their religious teachings,
but they do not have any connection with God. God remains somehow an abstract
entiity, they just believe that he is something or someone greater than them, and they
just leave it at that. There are also people who do not believe i God or any teachings.
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esvnthesis n plants.) According to this concept_ion of God t.‘he :ie}fatlozzlil;}:;
éTwee.n man and God comes about through the.laws which ﬁe has desﬂngne 102 ; o
development. (Man has not yet'developed to his full potential as };: uses Sor; g’;;dothe
his brain.) To understand the essence ot.“ God and to kr.aow what. fe 1ts g ]u;t .
scbpe of human intellect. (God is infinite and human mteUECt 1sh-1r;11 e. Justes vo!
cannot pour the whole ocean into a beaker. Thus something wihich 15

comprehend something which is infinite) What we can understand, however are hus

laws which pertain to our development. These laws were revealed to man through
Moses, Jesus, and Mohammed (P.B.UH) They have been preserved in the Holy
Quran. Those who foliow them, develop and move ahead, those who contravene them
are deprived of growth like the seed which happens to be burried under hard sotl.

What is Deen?

As stated earlier. there is no equivalent word for Deen in any language. Basic
misconception in this regard is that Deen is thought to be no more than an ethical
code. Deen is not the collection of a few moral values. It 1s a comprehensive system
of life covering all aspects of human life. The moral values become operative within
this system, or in other words this system provides that sound base en which the
edifice of these moral values is established.

The history of mankind makes tragic reading. Down through the ages we
come across a series of sequences, of the rise, growth, decline and fall of not only
nations but even of the civilisations and cultures. Through the ages man has evolved
many systems of government. The Western democratic system 1s now considered as
the best endeavour so far. Like Capitalism, Socialism, and Communism the
Democratic system is born out of human intellect. Since humans are fallible (the
saying “To err is Human”) none of these systems are perfect. (If they were, there
would be peace and harmony if not in the world then at least in the Nations that have
put these systems into practice)

In order for man to reach the state of perfection, man needs something more
than the human intellect. Just as the eye needs the light from the sun to see, the human
intellect needs revelation to solve the problems of life. Deen is also a system similar to
those described above, the difference being that it is a system, prescribed by God for
the growth and development of the whole of mankind.

Under this system, all human beings inhabiting the earth are individuals,
belonging to one universal brotherhood of man. The practical aspect of establishing

this brotherhood would be that all mankind may lead their lives, according to one set
" of laws. This universal organisation of life may be formulated in such a manner thar
people of every era according to the requirements of their time, may compile the
details of law in the light of the Quran, and by mutual consultation. This would be
done in the light of the immutable principles of the Quran. The details of the law will




Quran. He therefore set aboy- :earimg vhe Syriiiie e, e Qraran is written in,

along with the idioms and sayings oI Tnar z

Deen and religion ;

During his research, Parwez came across “oc wrumes of Dro Sir Allama
Muhammad Iqbal, the poet philosopher of Pakistan- From =252 ke fmably realised that
what he had been taught about Islam was nothing more :7:- r=igion”.  This
confirmed his belief that the message of the Quran had been misunders-: - tor Islam
was not a religion but a Deen. There is no equivalent word for Deen :r inv other
language. Far from being a religion, Deen challenges it.

New Beliefs :

Religion :

Parwez discovered that the hasic ‘ez o= avorehgion is thar Ged created by
human tmagination is sitting somewhere atvay from the universe. He is like a king or
dictator. If someone incurs the king's wrath, he is doomed and subjected to all kinds
of afflictions. The only way out is to humour the king by reciting his praises, flattering
him. making offerings, seeking intervention of those near him. The moment the king is
brought round, all troubles vanish and are replaced by munificence, rich gifts, awards
of honour inclusion among the king’s trustworthies and so on. Since the God created
by man’s imagination is on the pattern of a king, the devotees of the God oy to
propitiate him bymeans similar to those adopted to please a king. The means so
adopted are given the name of religious ceremonies and rituals. :

According to this conception of God man does not require to lead a gregarious
or collective life, His relationship with his God is essentially an individual and private
affair. In lonely seclusion he seeks, through worship God’s forgiveness and bounties,
and having done that, proceeds according to his will to engage in matters material and
mundane. He is a religious man.

Revealed God :

There is another conception of God vouchsafed to man through revelation,
(Torah, Bible, Quran). According to the revealed conception, God is a being who
controls the entire universe and moves it on to its final destiny in accordance with
certain inviolable laws. (Scientists have observed only recently that, the universe is
expanding. The Holy Quran pointed towards this fact fourteen hundred vears earlier.
In verse 51:47 the Quran states, “With power and skill We did construct the Heaven.
Verily We are expanding it.” According to these laws, everything in the universe from
its initial state, grows, develops, and, in time, attains its full stature. like the apple seed
which gradually grows into a huge tree.

Man is no exception. There are God’s inviolable laws which govern man’s
development also. (The source of these laws is the same as that of the laws of nature-
The laws governing the planetary orbits around the sun. laws governing the process of

-

T
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| VOICE OF YOUTH

GHULAM AHMAD PARWEZ
By

Kubra Khawaja
e sk ok o5 o 8 oK e st o ok ok e ok ke ok sk Kok oK

From time to time, we receive contribution’s and querties from
the youth of the couniry, particularly students, from Pakistan or from
those studying abroad. We do feel that some of these deserve a pride
of place in the Tolu-e-Islam Magazine. We must not forget that it 1s

. the youth of today (The “Salim and Tahira” of Babaji) who will be
the writers and leaders of tomorrow.

This month we are including an article on Parwez by Kubra
Khawaja and a poem by Saima Hameed. Both are (“O” and “A” level
students respectively) studying in UK. (Editor)

**********************
The subject of my research is Chaudhri Ghulam Ahmed Parwez. G.A. Parwez
was born in 1903, in Batala, a town now in the Indian Province of Punjab. At the
time, Batala was a celebrated constitueney of Islamic learning, culture and philosophy.

The Early Years :

From a very young age, Parwez studied the Quran from his grandfather. He
acquired much knowledge about “Islam . His grandfather, who was a well-known
scholar was also a distinguished Sufi. Sufism is the Arabic term for Mysticism. 1t is
the belief of Sufis, that in order to attain God, one has to forsake the world and
worldly affairs and 1n seclusion meditate, and pray. By doing this, God will come to
them.

Parwez, influenced at an early age by his grandfather, practised Sufism.
However as he matured, he began to question the ethos of Sufism and the very
purpose of the religious situals he had been taught. He began 1o have doubts about all
that he had been taught. He could not satisfy himself that the humanity at large
derived any benefit from all the meditation and religious rituals, and prayers that he
performed. There had to be more to God than this. Parwez believed that the Quran
was a guidance to mankind from God, and that this guidance had been misunderstood.
He therefore rejected all that he had been taught and formed the opinion that the
salvation, for him, nay the entire Mankind lay in understanding the messaage of the
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“If I march [ am. if I don't I am not”

~-Sir Iybal—

It has been stated before that according to the Quran. the development of the human
“SELF” (TAZKIA) can onlv take place by “giving ‘or by providing service to humanitv. If
any kind of worship and rituals do not Icad a person to that noble end. they will all be m vain.

Accordinglv, Sheikh Sa’adi, the renowned Persian poet-philosopher said.
Worship is naught but service of creation,
Rosary. rug and robe 1s not devotion.
The real éxistence on earth is of the ;)ne who benefits mankind (13:17).

Dear reader. don’t these quotations from some of the greatest minds a'nd from the
Scripture resonate? According to the Qur’an, mankind was. and will become, one community,
Based on that authority and on my own reflection, I believe that the masses will. in the near
future. see what the great thinkers are seeing today. People will lay aside their biases and
prejudices. Nations in search of solutions to their political and socioeconomic problems will
turn to the Quran and find the Light. -East or West, all people will recognize that THE
QUR’AN IS THE PROPERTY AND TREASURE OF NOT ONLY MUSLIMS BUT OF
ALL HUMANITY. While the Muslims are badlv tangled in trivial disputes, divisions and
blind following. the West will recognize that the cause of the downfall of Muslims 1s not Islam.

It is their abandonment of the Qur’an. Then the world will say to Muslims:
The true beleivers were honored at dusk and dawn.
And vou are miserable for leaving the Qur an
--Sir Iybal--
Then there will no longer be a League of Nations and no United Nations.  F will
instead be the United Mankind. That is what the destiny of humanity is. And that 1s the

direction humanity has been moving in the last 14 centuries. The Qur’an predicts the pleasant

outcome on three occasions.

All people will recognize that the Qur’an is the ULTIMATE TRUTH and that the
system of the Qur’?m will prevail over all other systems (9:33, 48:28, and 61:9).

Anyv doubts about this Qur anic claim can be casily dispelled by glancing at history.
Just a few examples will suffice to show that Islam has been marching on through the past

fourteen centuries. These exapmles will be presented in the next chapter. (Continue)
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The real progress entails development of an international social order in which every

individual can grow to his/her full potential. (Hastings Rashdall. The 74eory of Godd

- and Evil)

Islam offers a beautiful collective svstem which says YES TO LIFE. (Nicholes

Berdveau. The Divine and the Hiuman.)

A complete way of life which would be universal is neither present in human instinct
nor can we devise it through intellect. It can only come through Revelation.
(Protessor Alfred Cobban, The Crisis of Civilization. )

We need a religion that can transcend nationalism and make the world one nation.

{Robert Murray. The Individual and the Staté.)

Only Islam can transcend the boundaries of nationalism. (Amold Tovmbey, The
World and the West.)

In order to make true progress, man mnst exercise his free will in accordance
with the Divine guidance. Man must do this, not to put God under any obligation,
but for the evolution of his own SELF. (A.S. Eddington, Science and the Unseen
World }

THE QUR’AN GOES FURTHER : Dear reader. the Qur'an not only recognizes

and guides to necessary progress stated above. but goes even further and takes us beyond

human gennus.

The believers give preference to the needs of others than their own even when they

themselves are needy. {59:9)

And thus. nighteous people are those who make their SELF (NAFS) grow by fulfilling

the needs ot others. And they do so because of IMAN. Thev know that they will be rewarded

manifold in both worlds. Wasn't Goethe right that no human mind and no svstem can go

bevond the Qur an?

And Messenger. the Exalted, said:

The best among people are those who serve humamity .
The best of the tasks is service of mankind.

If we do not make progress toward self-actualization. the development of our

persoanlity stops. This state of being left behind and cessation of progress is termed by the
Qur'an as “JAHEEM?” (hell-fire).

A
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ISLAM IS THE ONLY IDEOLOGY WHICH PROVIDES A COHERENT
PRACTICAL SOCIAL SYSTEM AND OFFERS SOLUTIONS TO HUMANITY’S
PROBLEMS,

Theretore Islan is Deen (the collective way of life): all else is religion.

I The system of Islam could never fail. No human mind and no svstem can go bevond

the Qurran. (Gocthe, Lerrers 1o Eckerman.)

2 The code of permanent values can only come through Revelation to  chosen
personalitics (messengers) of God. (Albert Einstein. Out of My Later Dayvs.)

3 The word of Mohammad is a voice direct from nature’s own heart.. alf elsc is wind in
comparison. Thomas Carlvle, Herves and Hero Worship.)

4 If the socicty is not conducive to the growth of human personality. people would
remain slaves cven if such a socicty were perccived to be free. (Nicholes Berdveau,
Liestingy of Man.)

3. For the development of SELF ] need a society where others. benefit feels like My OWn.
(Hastings Rashdall. The Theory of Good and Fvil)

6. The development of the human persoanlity [NAFS] can take place onhv collectively
with other members of the society. (Robert Briffault. 7he Matking of Humanin: )

7. The purpose of life is the development of humanity in a collective social order. {Prof.
AN Whitehead, Adventure of Ideas.) ‘

8. The ideal society will be one where the wellness of others fecls like my own wellness.
(Emannuel Kant. Critigue of Practical Recason. )

9. Development of the self [self-actualization] can take place only in an cquitable social
svstem. (Robert Briffault. The Making of Humanin:

1. International order for all mankind 1s the time’s foremost need. (John Reves. Pofitics
in Funre )

11 The world needs not only for its development but also for its very survival a universal
“wayv of life” in which economic. social. and moral values were umform for all
(Frederick Hertz, Nationalifv, History and Politics.)

12 The purpose of life is development of the person and thereby of all humanity en mass.

{Professor Whitehead. Adventure of Ideas.)
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Scholars of the West have reached the same conclusion. F.R. Johnson writes, “The

Onginal Sin is the Original Evil. It keeps mankind disinclined from doing good and inclined
oward doing evil. This behief impels man in Martin Luther’s words to “SIN HARD BUT
BELIEVE HARDER™. “Then F.R. Johnson asks rhetorically, ~If belief n Jesus dving on the

<ross for me will absolve me of my sins and grant me a free license to do what 1 pleasz why

wouldn 't T adopt the easy, sinful path of lust and desire?”

And the great thinker. A.E. Taylor, unfortunately could not get a copy of the Qur’an
texplained in his language) till the dav he died. He sighed. “T wish I could find the true religion

that would save me from the fallacies of the Original Sin.”

So. all humans are born with a clean slate. But what does the human existence consist

of? It consists of at least two things:
| Body, and

2, Mind. {You may choose to call it: Self. Ego. “T-am-ness”. Soul. Psvche.
personality. The Qur’an terms it NAFS)

The cardinal prmc1ple is that our bodies grow by taking. By taking food, for nstance.
But our SELF grows by giving 1.¢. bx fulfilling the needs of others. You may call it “service
to humanity”. The Exalted Messenger said, “The best of mankind are those who benefit
humanity.” Accordmg to the Qur'an. any act that facilitates the growth of the self is BIRR
(GOOD or righteousness). Conversely, anv act that retards the development of human
personahity 1s JTHM (SIN).

By distinguishing between acts of [THM and acts of BIRR. the Qur’an helps establish
an 1deal society wherein the Divine Code of moral values reigns supreme in the human hife just
as the Drvine Law is supreme in the umverse. In such a society it will become easy for

individual human beings to grow their “SELF™ to the maximum potential.

The great sociclogist and thinker Abraham Maslow has understood this development
beautitully. What the Qurian calls TAZKIA (2:232). he terms as. “SELF-
ACTUALIZATION  or fulfillment of the human personality,

THE WESTERN THOUGHT

Now let us examine what other great Western minds have to sav about the close

~ relanonship between TAZKIA (Self-actualization) and society.

T. Carlvle. A. Lamartine. W.Muir. B. Shaw and innumerable other western scholars

have said in different but unambiguous terms that:
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It follows that the establishment of an ideal society of mankina is the prime objeétivé

of 1siam. When we strive to that end our life, en fofo. becomes an act of worship. It is
obnious that when mankind returns to the glorious Qur an, the world will sce its true splendor

Egan as 17 saw in the zarly era of Islam. That brings us to summarize in one sentence that.

ISLAM IS A COLLECTIVE WAY OF LIFE |

in which all ffeople enrich the lives of one another in the light of Divine values.
3. The Status of Humans

The Articles of Faith and the Pillars arc not all. An exemplary structure must be bkt
an this foundation and pillars. The glorious Qur’an states. “You, mankind. are the topic of

this Book™ (21:10). So, let us briefly view the assigned status of man in the life of this world.

{a) “We have made all human beings dignified and honorable™ (17:70). (Note
here there is no distinction of Jew or Gentile. Muskim or Christian, black or

white. rich or poor. male of femnale. )
{b) Mankind is all one community (10:19).

(c) After naminig 135 messengers of God. including Jesus, the Quran re-

asserts that all human beings belong to one brotherhood {21:92).

{d) The only criterion of superiofity among men and women is one's character
(49:13).

Thus. the Qur an nepates all unfair man-made standards of distinction between people
whether it is race. color. family. wealth. origin or nationality. All human beings are equal in

the sight of God. All children are born free and equal to one another.

Besides placing people at par with one another. Allah has decreed humans to be bom
sinless. Contrary to the Christian belief, all chitdren are born into this world with a clean
slate. The Qur an, negates the concept of the “ORIGINAL SIN”. No child brings with lum or
her the sin of Adam and Eve because: '

No person will bear the load of another person’s deeds (33:38).
Everv person is accountable for oneg’s own actions (53:39).

And the Holy Messengcr elaborated. “No son or daughter will be punished for his/her parent’s
fault” Therefore, according to Islamic teachings, a newbormn neither brings with him/her the

stigma of a previous Lic (as in the Hindu doctrine of re-incarnation) nor is he born tainted
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Saum : Yearly training program for the able-bodied to curb their needs and

desires for specified periods (2:1835). Emotional restraint. cultivation of good
manners. perseverance. all as a pre-requisite to establish one nation under One
God.

{e) Haj (or pilgrimage) © An invitation to those who hasc the means among all
mankind (3:97) to gather in Makkah once in their lifetime.  The central idea
here s mutual consultation to realize the blessings of unity of mankind

{22:28) and confer how to make the planet a better place to live.

These five “pillars™ of Islam have currently been reduced to micre acts of worship,
Mullahs (such as Abul Kalam Azad) never thought of Islam as a collective way of life.
Unfortunately most Mushms even today think that just verbal proclamation of “the articles of
faith™ and ritual acts of worship constitute the whole Islam: and this will absolve them of their
duty to God. No wonder that non-Muslims have an crroncous impression of [slam j¢ a
religion of the orthodox. illiterate. fatalistic people riding on camels with flowing robes and
beards. rosaries in their hands. drenched in worship. masters of terror, keepers of four wives.

cte. ete.

Messenger Mohammad. the Exalted. shunned all stereotyped images of priesthood and
ritualism by declaring. “There is no Islam without a unified collective way of life.” And
according to the Qur’an the ideal collective way of life is where members of the society

enrich the life of one another (3 5:9).

Dear reader. does any other religion offer a workable collective svstem of life? Being

Deen. not religon. Islam does-— as vou will sec.

The Holy Messenger said:

The best among people is he who serves mankind .
The best of all activities is service of mankind,

Along the same lines. Umar Faroog, the great second Caliph of Islam advised:

Do not judge people by their worship. judge them
by their dealings with fellow human beings.
1f vou see someone praving regulariv. vou can call him a worshipper.

but vou may not attest to his nicty.
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nomotem. & abat will remain ctemnally

e | ermund Wi e Gerreine Isiam. 1936.)

48. 1 believe that if todav an autocrat. of Mohamniz & zafaer gesmemes world leadersip. he
could solve all problems of humanity splendidly. The vocr.z o7 heoome an abode of
peace and happiness. I predict that tomorrow’s Europe will embrace is.om George
Bernard Shaw)

49 Mohammad never assigned himself a status more than a common man and a
messenger of God. People had faith in him when he was surrounded by poverty and
adversity and trusted him while he was the ruler of a great Empire. A man of spotless
character who alvavs had confidence in himself and in God’s help.  No aspect of his
life remained hidden nor was his death a mvsterious event. (M.H. Hyndman. 7he

Awakening of Asia.)

30. The teachings of Islam can fail under no circumstances. With all our systems of
culture and civilization, we can not go beyond Islam and, as a matter of fact, no

human mind can go beyond the Qur’an. (Letter of Geothe to Eckermann)

For the unbiased reader. glimpses from the great non-Muslim minds given in this
chapter should suffice to say why I am not a Christian. Further discussion. of the subizct
however, will shed more light on the subject and I will also explain why | am a Mus.r= v

choice, not by birth. ‘
2, The Pillars of Islam

The term “Pillars of Islam™ does not appear in the Qur'an. According to & san mg of

the Holv Messenger. “the building of Islam rests on five [pillars]

(a) Kalema (or the creed of Islam) : (I declare from the depth of my zeart that)
there is no god (in the Universe worthy of my obedience. subruizia znd
subservience) but ALLAH. and Mohammad is His Messenger.

{b) Salat : Establishing Salat would entail regular submission to Az and
striving collectively to form a social order where no one in sociely sigeps
hungry. (107:1-7)

(c) Zakat : The government and people will keep all their wealth and resources
open for the betterment of the society and for the fellow human beings. People

will give “whatever is more than their needs.” (2:219)

5 T
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" Dr. Shabbir Ahmed M.D. (Florida)
“Mohammad introduced the concept of such Glorious and Omnipotent God in Whose
eves all worldly systems were picces of straw. Islamic equality of mankind is no
fiction as it is in Christianity. No human mind has ever thought of such total
frecdom as established by Mohammad.”  (Dr. Mawde Royden. The Problem of
Palestine.} '

“Islam is a forceful spiritual energy. Its true meaning will manifest itse!f when 1t will
be implemented on large scale.” (Tor Andre. Muhammad. T, he Man and His Faith.)

“Jslam does not set impossible goals. There are no mythological intricacies in this
message. No hidden meanings or secrets and absohutely no priesthood.”  (Hitti,
History of the Arabs.)

“In Islam the believer is a worshiper and a soldier cver ready to go to the battlefield
but onlyv for that battle which is waged to eradicate the evil.” (Spalding. C ivilization
in Fasi and West.)

“The Message of Mohammad is net a set of metaphysical phenomena. Itis a
complete civilization.” (W.A.R. Gibb. Whither Islam.)

“The Book revealed to Muhammad is one and umgque of its kind. It has left indelible
impression on the hearts of humanity. Nothing can overcome its majesty. The Qur’an
has given new dimensions to human thinking. Surprising reforms! Stunning success!”
{Rev. Margoliouth, Biography of Mohammad.)

“The Book revealed to Muhammad defines an unalterable guide to individual and
collective life of people.”™  (Sir Richard Gregory, Religion in Science and

Civilization. )

“The Christian World came to wage crusades against Muslims but eventually
knelt before them to gain knowledge. They were spellbound to see that Muslims
were owners of a culture that was far superior to their own. The Dark Ages of
Europe were illuminated by nothing but the beacon of Muslim civilization.”
(F.).C. Hearushaw, The Science of Hisiory. )

“Greatness of purpose, smallness of means and astounding results- Mohammad
established a svstem based upon true and immortal ideology. (Alphonse Lamartine)

The power that created in Muslims ravenous appetite for knowledge sprung from the
Nare’nn (D av Mavnalinath A



