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Surah Al-Naziat (u:,\h’:";[.?.!t) —Durus-al-Qur’an Parah 30: Chapter 7

By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is June 29, 1984, the last Friday of Ramadan; and today’s
lecture starts with verse 31 of Surah A/-Naziat (<& J;ij!) (79:31).

Summary of last lecture

If you remember, the last lecture was mainly focused on the verse: (J.;:Ja.;ulaﬂl 3
23 (79:30). And I had mentioned the work of French researcher Dr. Maurice
Bucaille and his explanation of (25 (79:30) and (455 (&35 &€ (21:30); and how
he, in complete amazement and ecstasy, called on the scientists of the world to
ponder on this fact: “how could human mind say these things 1400 hundred years
ago when modern science has discovered them only recently? What conclusion do
you derive from this? As for myself I have concluded that the Quran cannot be the
work of any human being.” Allah says in the Quran that this is a book for: ..g;i.}
&35 (10:5) — people of knowledge; Q,th-; ,g;ﬂ (2:164) — people who use their
reason; &;‘,iﬁ_a"f .g,’ilj (13:3) — people who think! [Asad].Dr. Bucaille stopped at
every verse and pondered deeply on their meanings. But how did he come to the
Quran?

When he originally started his journey he soon got disappointed with Bible about
what it has to say about the Universe and its creation. But, then, he thought about
Islam as being one of the largest religions of the world; and he wanted to know
what its religious book, the Quran, had to say on this matter. After investigating
this topic in the Quran, he was surprised to find out that the Quran matches 100%
with modern scientific data regarding the Universe and its creation and the
workings of its heavenly objects. Then he asked the scientists: Please tell me how
could a person tell these things 1400 years ago no matter how knowledgeable and
intellectual that person may be?

Everything is based on imitation ( +¥ Tagleed) with us

My dear friends! Whatever has come down to us in the name of Islam there is no
room in it for knowledge and intellect. Everything happens in it by imitation or

+  (Tagleed). Since we are talking about this let me mention few things here.
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You may have heard debates about imitators or Mugallid(+#-) and anti-imitators
(48 #). These are two sects of Muslims. But anti-imitators (4 #) are also

imitators (4&+) except that they are followers of the Imams of collectors of hadiths
rather than followers of the Imams of Figh (Jurisprudence) who proudly call
themselves imitators (42+). So, in reality, they are both imitators (u+) — of human
beings. Although the collectors of hadith never said that these are the sayings of
the Prophet (PBUH) but they did say that these are atfributed to him. The
collectors of hadiths filtered their own versions from among a large collection;
and emphasized that this was their best educated guess that the Prophet (PBUH)
may have said this. In spite of this, the followers of hadiths vehemently insist that
the seare the sayings of the Prophet (PBUH).Whatever may be the case, the
bottom line is this: both these groups’ final authorities are human beings. And
when that happens there is no possibility of creativity; there is no possibility of
original research; there is no possibility of Jjtihad, there is no room for knowledge
and intellect. Followers of these Imams therefore just stand stuck at one place like

a tucked-up stone. This is called (-" (Jaheem) by the Quran. Whenever some issue
comes up each group runs to its own Imam’s book for its guidance. While
Muslims are stuck in thousand year old books of Imams which no one can dare to
criticize or change, human knowledge has advanced to greater and greater heights
since the time these books were written. No matter how knowledgeable those
Imams were of their time, the fact is that they wrote these books more than
thousand years ago. It is sad that while knowledge has advanced so much
Muslims are stuck with what these Imams wrote; and all the different sects of
Muslims consider their own sectarian books as sacrosanct and the final word in
Islam. However, this is not the way to progress in the field of knowledge, nor it is
the way to raise a peoples’ thinking level; nor it is the way to wnderstand the
meaning of the Quran.

Dr. Bucaille has devoted one chapter of his book to explain (g5 (79:30). Then he

- s

takes up the next verse: (G343 §2ls GLoZ 131 (79:31). The simple translation of this

verse is: and has caused its waters to come out of it, and its pastures. Now this
meaning looks pretty straightforward and seems there is nothing much deeper
here that requires us to stop and think. But thinkers like Dr. Maurice Bucaille
don’t just move on. He stopped and started thinking why the Quran in this verse

says:(gz (Maa-a-haa) instead of simply i (Maa-a). Why the § (Haa)? Dr.
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Bucaille stopped and started thinking about it: the water which is there is the
result of a cyclic order through a giant system of water works.Sun’s rays falling
on the water — of oceans, and of lakes and rivers etc. — causes the surface water to
evaporate and rise above in the atmosphere and to become clouds. The winds
carry these clouds all over the Earth; and when water vapors condense due to cold
temperature in the upper atmosphere and turn into water drops then these water
drops come down to earth in the form of rain. The water from the rain then goes
into rivers and oceans, and the cycle repeats itself. This is why the Quran has

called this as “#” and that is why Dr. Bucaille stopped at the § in verse (79:31)

and started pondering at this huge global natural system of waterworks.

My dear friends! Dr. Bucaille goes on to say that originally the Earth was a giant
spinning fireball; sow here from the water came? Such a fireball and from within
it came water?! The research shows that the Earth went through different periods
in its formation — which the Quran calls “¢#” or period — and water did not come
from somewhere else. So the question is: what changes took place in the Earth
that produced water? To answer this Dr. Bucaille focused on the “§#” of “(ga”,

We may not even think that this “§#” is something worth thinking about but Dr.
Bucaille pondered on this and found out that this water does not come from
somewhere outside but it comes from out of Earth itself and returns to Earth in the
form of rain. Well, these people are not imitators or Mugallid (.%+) like us but are

original thinkers. Dr. Bucaille has devoted one chapter of his book on water
where he explains its origin and its cyclic order.

My dear friends! Our lectures have very limited time. But the Quran invites
thinkers and researchers of all disciplines to ponder deeply on His signs in the
outer Universe and on His signs in the human-self. Only then will we be able to
understand the realities hidden within them. That is what Dr. Maurice Bucaille
did; and presented his research findings in his book. The next word in this verse

(79:31) is (g2 1535 — and its pastures for humans as well as for cattle. The details of

this we will discuss little later. But let us take the next verse: 'jTJL;-Z:Ij (79:32) -

and has made the mountains firm.
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Choice of words in the Quran

My dear friends! 1 have mentioned many times that every word of the Quran is a
miracle but there are hundreds or even thousands of words in Arabic language for
the same thing. Normally they are called synonyms. But the Arabs think that it is
a defect of language to have two words for exactly the same thing. In his book,
Cosmic Consciousness, Bucke says that although Arabic language has hundreds
or even thousands of words for the same thing but there is a difference in shades
in the meaning of one word compared to another. We need to ponder why the
Quran selected one word from among the many synonyms in a particular verse. In
poetry it is the case that to maintain rhythm a poet chooses one synonym over
another. But this 1s not the case in Arabic language of the Quran. No other word
can take the place of a word in the Quran. The Quran is neither prose nor poetry.
Arabs did not know what to call the Quran’s style. The Quran does not remain
Quran if one replaces any of its word with its synonym. This is tantamount to
Shirk and will change its uniqueness — and then it will no longer remain Allah’s
book.

My dear friends! In the verse (79:32) what to say of the word G.3I! — We use “L

or \-#” when a ship is anchored. Why is this word being used here by the Quran?

It needs some explanation. There is this verse after few verses where the word
“lg435” has come: Eq..u;joiﬁg“.éw1g’céﬁ,f.w: (79:42) — They ask thee of the Hour:

when will it come to port? [Pickthall]. The ship floats on the surface of water and
stops at a port. According to modern research this Earth and other planets float in
their orbits but we see that the mountains stay firmly at one place and work as
anchor. It has been well known that the mountains store fresh water in the form of
snow and feed the rivers during summer. But what roles do they play in
stabilizing the Earth and in regulating its climate have only recently been
investigated. For example:

Mountains play a vital role in the subsistence of organisms including man, animal and
plants. There are mountains in a chain called ranges that are thickly forested and
serve as a sanctuary for a diverse variety of living organisms. The organisms are
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often inter-dependent on each other for their subsistence. That is the ecological
importance of mountains to living things. Trees and vegetation growth provide
shelter and food for many species. Another role mountains play is that they serve as
protection from harsh weather conditions or winds of gale force. During heavy rains
or snowstorm, the gullies serve as drainage for the water flow to lower areas
surrounding it that irrigates vegetation. With the flow of water, many minerals go
along with it that helps improve growth of plants. The rivers or streams help also to
keep constant supply of fresh water to lakes and other inland bodies of water. The
flow alone of water from the mountains thus shows its ecological importance to
virtually all its inhabitants and those in the plains or flat lands. That is not to mention
fresh water creatures. Bio-diversity in mountains that are forested and untouched by
man is one of nature’s ways in providing balance on the earth’s atmosphere.
Mountains are the “shock-absorbers” of pollution created by man while it sustains
life within its forests. The ecological importance of mountains encompasses all
organisms within its vicinity and even far reaching to the seas and oceans. Most
rivers that originate from mountains empty into oceans and seas. Even volcanic
mountains provide or contribute to the balance of nature. Changes in the
environment in populated areas can actually be neutralized by nearby mountains
that have bio-diversity. This means that mountains that have been mined or
deforested near urban areas could no longer have any ecological importance to
nature. Deforested mountains can no longer sustain life for most of the organisms
that once inhabited them. A significant ecological importance of mountains that are
thickly forested is being a source of extracts that are often discovered to produce
substances used for medical purposes. An example will be the sera or anti-venom
that can be extracted from snakes that are lifesaving. The same could be said for
plant extracts found only in the wild that can be used to treat diseases. Whatever
can be taken in minute quantities from preserved mountains proves their ecological
importance globally. The distance of virgin mountains does not matter because the
benefit it provides to nature does not stay only within its confines. As long as
mountains maintain their natural resources, it will be able to sustain life and even
save lives with the proper preservation of its natural habitat.
[www.sciences360.com].




+201502 55 (NEALLal

But the Quran said this 1400 years ago: (79:32-33) 254343 ,&ﬁlﬂiﬁ;l@&jﬂl;g!j -

and has made the mountains firm: [all this] as a means of livelihood for you and
your animals. [Asad].

In the word ELE.E (Mata’a) is hidden the entire economic system of the Quran

My dear friends! I remember that I had explained the word ELEE (Mata’a) earlier.

But I will explain it again as this is the last part of the Quran as well as our last
round of these lectures: the word '&L.Z (Mata’a) contains within it the entire

economic system of the Quran: provisions of life; system of nourishment and
sustenance — all this can be lumped into this one word ELE.« (Mata’a). The

fundamental economic principle of the Quran is: nourishment must be available
when it is needed by anyone and no one is allowed to hoard beyond one’s need.
Hoarding makes it illegitimate and wrong. What is needed by others — to hoard it

and to not let it freely flow to them renders this illegitimate and false (f \ Baatil).
The fact is: people are forced to hoard because they are fearful that their future
needs may not be met. But, when the economic system of the Quran provides
100% guarantee that 3383 S ’jji:;é (6:151) — We who shall provide sustenance

for you as well as for your children [Asad] — then there is no need for hoarding.

My dear friends! The travelers those days in the Arabian deserts only carried what
they needed: a rope and a bucket to draw water from well; a cane for their
defense; some date sand grounded date-stones for food; some parched sheep
leather; some clothes to cover their heads — these were all they used to carry and
were the essential items for their journeys. They used to carry only one item of
each — they didn’t carry two ropes or two buckets for example. They will not keep
anything that was not needed. These essential things to nourish and sustain life are

calledf:L‘.j (Mata'a) in Arabic. In this one word the entire economic system of the

Quran is contained. So, whatever the Earth produces — the water, the food of all
kinds etc. are therefore E_L‘..z (Mata’a) for life’s journey on Earth which serves

P el

only as our temporary stay: %@m‘éw; 38522293 (2:36) — and on earth you
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shall have your abode and your livelihood for a while. [Asad]. Life is thus
continuous journey and only a temporary abode on Earth according to the Quran.
This is not a place for staying forever but it does provide the necessary
wherewithal for our journcy so that we can kcep moving forward. When this
journey ends here on Earth and enters the next phase then everything that was
essential materially on this journey is left behind. The Quran has used the term

éiﬁ (Mata’a) for all types of means required for life’s journey on Earth. Although

there are hundreds of other words for this but the one the Almighty chose — who is
all knowing and all wise — is this word EL’..G (Mata’a) because Allah knows that

this is the word that has the meaning to represent His economic system. Human
life in this world is a sojourn; and since human life does not end with death but
moves forward, death is nothing but taking some rest in the life’s Eternal journey.
How beautifully Allama Igbal puts it:

This world is for nourishment of life’s trials and episode;

This is not for pleasure nor for sightseeing nor for abode!

This is life and this is its carry-on baggage: ,o.{.giisﬁ;ﬁ[ﬁﬁ (79:33) — this is
means of livelihood for you and your animals. [Asad].And this is being addressed
to entire humankind — this E_l:’.» (Mata’a) is for everyone: * 25" means for

everyone; not that some will have their fill and others will go hungry. Also, this
will not just be for humans but for animals as well.

My dear friends! This is the economic system of Islam. This is the economic
system of the Quran. There are only four words in this verse but they provide the
entire economic system of the Quran! Now you see how deep the relationship is
of Earth and its mountains, and of water and its entire cycle; and why the Quran is
emphasizing this? One thing is to teach purely for the sake of gaining knowledge
like we do in colleges and universities. But the Quran is a book not just to provide
knowledge but also it does it in way that brings forth certain principles of life. For
example, let us take the verse under discussion (79:33): the Earth is producer of
nourishment and sustenance for you as well as your animals — that is open to all
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(life) on the planet.Therefore, if it is not open to a// humankind in any way, shape,

or form then it becomes a system of & (Kuf¥) not a system of Islam. It is obvious
that in a (bl (Baatil: falsc, unjust) system there are rich and poor people; and

humans are classified into upper class, middle class, or lower class people. And
then there are some whose dogs and cats have better food than some children.
There are some with marble mansions and others with no roof on their heads.
These differences between humans and humans disappear in the Quranic system
which includes every human being equally in its “ 8 "(Kum).

The Quran wants to create revolution and it gives a beautiful metaphor for it. It
started this chapter with A/-Naziat(wE ;L?.H) —people who have been suppressed

and drowned but the Quranic revolution was going to level things up. Please note
how the Quran uses this metaphor of water to level all the class differences in
society in the next verse: (350 Z5U8 <3z 156 (79:34) — Therefore, when there

comes the great, overwhelming (Event) [Yusuf Ali]iﬁfﬁ :— The great (Al-Kubra
Jjﬁt) flood then will level everything in its path. How beautiful is this metaphor!

Flood water levels things up: First it fills all the holes and the ditches in its path
before it moves further.

The economic revolution of the Quran is message of death for class system

The distribution of sustenance should be such that it should first reach those who

s £

are in most need. Then it should continue accordingly. The word “g&,ela”

describes this flowing river. If the water does not flow then it becomes stagnant.
Also, flowing water levels everything — be they pits or peaks. The Quranic
revolution would produce such a flood that will level the pits of slavery as well as
the arrogant peaks of elites. It will break the chains of slavery as well as the jaws
of arrogance and power of elites. It will create complete balance in society. There
will be no upper class, middle class, or low class distinctions among human

beings. The great Quranic revolution — Lg'}f’;ﬁi ESAH] (Great Event-flood) — will

make sure of that. What kind of society would that be? The condition there would
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be such that: L}&Uétﬁjtf’i‘ééﬁ (79:35) — The day when man will call to mind
his (whole) endeavor [Pickthall]. And: @au‘ﬁlguj}hd‘.ﬂ@; (53:39) — and that

naught shall be accounted unto man but what he is striving for [Asad]. The return
will be only on the effort spent, not on the capital. This is the foundation of the
economic system of the Quran and it will take care of those unable to work or
handicapped. Those who are able to work and don’t — for them there will be no
share in this system.

What would be the form of the return on the effort invested?

My dear friends! In this economic system the return is only on the effort invested
and not on the capital. In a capitalist system the return is on the capital not on the
effort spent. But the verse (79:35) is very clear and explicit that people will see
the return coming to them for all their effort spent. Actually, it should not be even
called return because it is determined by others. For example, employees’ wages
are determined by employers. But employees are the ones who produce the
output. Accordingly, the employees are entitled to their share in the output. This
will be the case in the revolution brought about by the Quran by dismantling the
capitalistic system. The Quran gives another example to illustrate its principle of
ownership. Moses (PBUH) was told to confront Pharaoh because he had become

Lp

a great tyrant and transgress or. He proclaimed himself: (&3 355561(79:24) — 1 am

your Lord the Highest. So, Allah told Moses that you are being selected for an
important mission: i3 U _swd B 38 zadl 36T 2_‘,;1' 2N &1 (20:15) — Behold,

although I have willed to keep it hidden, the Last Hour is bound to come, so that
every human being may be recompensed in accordance with what he strove for in
life [Asad]. The revolution was coming but it was, what we call, underground and
imperceptible. What a style the Quran has! Whatever types of revolutions are
created, whatever kinds of preparations are made — unless there is change in
mindset of people there won’t be any change in the outside world. Thus an
imperceptible revolution has to occur first which focuses on changing minds and
hearts of people for the Quranic values as guiding principles of life. The Quran
says that the revolution which was going on in the minds and hearts of people and
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was imperceptible will now become perceptible. The question is: what was the
goal of that Quranic revolution?

The goal of the confrontation of Moses with Pharaoh

My dear friends! First: the goal of Moses was not to become powerful by
grabbing Pharaoh’s power. The goal was: u""J = ,m;-.ﬂjg% $324) — so that every

human being may be recompensed in accordance with what he strove for in life
[Asad]. This is the meaning of this great revolution by a great Prophet (PBUH)!
This was the goal of the Quranic revolution. This was indeed a great revolution in

-

history. This was: &&UQL:E)JI jf'u:._» 4% (79:35) — The day when man will call to
mind his (whole) endeavor [Pickthall]. Pharaoh was so arrogant and such a
transgressor that he used to proclaim himself: JD‘\J ,S.’ﬁj BT (79:24) — T am your
Lord the Highest. This revolution brought him down and leveled things up so that
no one could exploit anyone else; and that everyone could see the full return of
what one had spent effort for; that the result of one’s effort will not be taken away
by anyone else; that one’s harvest could not be grabbed by someone else. Now
that the distribution of sustenance will be based on effort spent and not on capital,
what would happen to capitalists then in this Quranic system?

Sign of Hell for nations

My dear friends! The Quran says: 3 25) ,A.;E.‘thj;.fj (79:36) — And Hell-Fire shall

be placed in full view for (all) to see [Yusuf Ali]. We have seen this verse many

- -
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times before. The Quran says about Hell: it is not far away from you - 5335 &) 3

2,80, A2z2] (29:54) — verily, Hell is bound to encompass all who deny the truth

[Asad]. As a matter of fact, Hell is seeing you even now but only you are not
seeing it (79:36). But when that Quranic revolution occurs you will start seeing it.
It is hidden from view now but it will become obvious then — this is the meaning

of wJ3 (Burrizar). It will become obvious but not for everyone; only for those
who have opened their eyes — 3 3% (79:36). According to the Quran the

concept of hell and heaven is quite different than our traditional concept.
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Let him see your luster; the one with eyes!

What can one see if one shuts one’s eyes?

My dear friends! This is 5334 (79:36). This is for one whose eyes can see. We

have already discussed the meaning of lf‘-f" (Jaheem): to get stuck; to have no

movement. This is hell. This is death. Life is nothing but having passion for
journey. This is to remain in continuous non-stop motion. Once the movement
stops, it is death. So, a nation remains forever in hell that does not move forward;
that remains stuck at one place.

My dear friends! Where the standard is to follow ancestors; where it is to tread in
their footsteps — then the result is obvious. Nations have moved ahead and have
reached the moon. But our moon-sighting committee sits in a room trying to
decide whether or not the moon has been sighted. They try to get messages
through telephone. Controversies abound and debates occur whether or not local
people should decide matter on their own or should they rely on moon-sighting
news from other places.

My dear friends! When nations abandon thinking this is what happens. Otherwise
it is not a difficult subject of Philosophy that requires Aristotle’s mind. If you are
sitting in Lahore and moon has been sighted here then go ahead declare it. This is
not my field of specialization but what prevents you from using technology. But
in any matter with Muslims, there is always a sectarian angle at play. Every sect
has its own books of hadiths and Sunnah that it quotes from. What I am saying is
this: when a people stop thinking the result is stagnation of mind. And what
becomes the authority for deciding any issue as a consequence? Ancestral
practice: that such and such Imam in such and such book has already pronounced
the decision! Such people get stuck and stand at one place and do not move ahead.

This is f.‘-; (Jaheem). This is hell ((‘”-’Jahannam).But it is only visible to those who
have the vision for it. The Quran is in Arabic; all our scholars’ mother tongue is
Arabic — then why is that they cannot see this (f’ (Jaheem); why is that this hell

((:‘"7) Jahannam that surrounds us and has engulfed us from all sides — but we
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cannot see?$ 35 24 ,a.:.;d’h-_;aj;jj (79:36) — And Hell-Fire shall be placed in full view

for (all) to see [Yusuf Ali].But only those who have eyesight — the mind’s
eyesight — would be able to see it.

My dear friends! 1 will repeat this again as life is short that every word of the
Quran holds us and says: stop and think; and don’t move until you have
understood my meaning!

‘Where is Hell situated?

The verse (79:36) says about Hell: it is a place of getting stuck orrlﬁ
(Jaheem).How would it reveal itself? The general concept is that it will be a fiery
place with huge flames erupting from it. Please look at this very important verse
of which a major part is normally kept hidden by our religious scholars. The
results of human actions get imprinted on their self. They cannot see right now
but these results will come out that day about which in verse (79:36) it is said
& ‘i.._.sd1 «.-;_.jﬁ;” (Burrizatil Jaheem). But here, in verse (39:48) the Quran says: 1033
@;zgs..:g@ﬁglj;ﬁéu; T4 l.znéaf.“é..;j,éj (39:48) — and obvious to them will have
become the evil that they had wrought in life: and thus shall they be overwhelmed
by the very truth which they were wont to deride [Asad]. This is thef:z' (Jaheem) —

this is the imbalance they had caused through their actions. The ill patterns that
were imprinted on their self due to their wrong actions and they could not see

them — they will reveal themselves now. This is then the revelation of that f:;

(Jaheem) that was invisible before but now it is in full view for everyone to see:
< ;u:;;.s:,ln t.'.;aj}f; (79:36) — And Hell-Fire shall be placed in full view for (all) to
see [Yusuf Ali].

The next few verses are: (79:37-39) sl @ a2 S 5 g, Fis ; ABos Ui -
For, unto him who shall have transgressed the bounds of what is right, and

preferred the life of this world (to the good of his soul),that blazing fire will truly
be the goal![Asad]. The word “ A5” means crossing the bound established by the

Quran; and he crossed this limit and gave preference to immediate benefits
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compared to his long-term interests. What is the meaning of transgression of the
laws of Allah? It is: (50018421 515 (79:38) — he gives preference to material interests

of this life over the life of the future. Thus according to the Quran, life of this
world is not something to be shunned about or to be hated — but to be kept at its
own level without transgressing the laws of Allah. For example: getting a chance
of making a huge but illegitimate profit but not being tempted by it. The clash

between Truth (Hag(?) and Falsehood (Baarifdb L) is a non-stop continuous
process but the real test is which one he gives priority: l.:if.!ié ,._"_’4’1 315 (79:38) — he
gives preference of material interests over permanent values of Allah. This is the
reason he is in (-i (Jaheem). This is a place where development stops. This is a

place where movement stops. And this is the result of “ 45" — crossing the bound
established by the Quran. As opposed to this: ¢3¢l & A0 FE5ay5 AlESE AT ;
Gji.;jl & ii’i! 5&5 (79:40-41) — But unto him who shall have stood in fear of his

Sustainer's Presence, and held back his inner self from base desires, paradise will
truly be the goal![Asad].Being sure of accountability and being sure that one day
one will be standing in the court of Allah — this is what prevents one from
committing crime. This is the meaning of: ijﬁid[&éﬁ.

The Quranic meaning of$.s (Hawaa)

My dear friends! One who keeps in mind that he has to stand in the court of Allah
and would have to face accountability — what does he do? — Lg,ajtuéu:.nfjiul.’. —He

holds back his inner self from base desires; he abstains from anything that is
against the limits set by the laws of Allah. The word “$i3” is a strange word! The

r

Quran says: @aled JE2T45353 ,23,,3335:! A1 B ol dls Ji (95:4-5) — Verily, We
create man in the best conformation; and thereafter We reduce him to the lowest
of low [Asad]. That is, instead of reaching higher and higher by following the
laws of Allah, man, by following his base desires and vile emotions, descends into
the lowest of low. The Arabic root meaning of the word “$32” is somcthing that
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takes onc down lower and lower like the stone that is relcased from the top of a
hill. And by its own momentum it keeps going down and keeps gathering speed as

it descends lower and lower. This is “$s&” (Hawaa). The Quran says: Who saves

himself from this “¢aa” (Hawaa)? Well! It is he who restrains himself from the

-

things that could take him down this hill of base desires. What to say of this — 3

248 — my dear friends!

Question: what one gains from following permanent values (i.e., the laws of
Allah) and from restraining oneself from things that take one downhill to the
lowest of low? The Quran says that by following these values life evolves to
higher and higher levels; that humans reach greater and greater heights on the
pillar of humanity. And by abandoning these values humans descend to lower and
lower levels — at individual, societal, as well as at the level of humanity.

Importance and the greatness of Arabic language

My dear friends! 1 wish I had time to go deeper into the meaning of Arabic words.
The meaning of & (Nahi) is of course to restrain and stop oneself. But I feel

rapturous when l think how these illiterate Bedouin people created this highly
precise language living in a period legendarily known as the period of Jaahiliyva
or the period of darkness. No previous prophet had come to them and thus they
were devoid of any divine revelation. Thus in the absence of any divine revelation

what could prevent them from wrong things? What a word S (‘Agl) they had
constructed which means to stop humans from inside. The root meaning of J**
(‘Aql) is: to stop something. The rope with which the Arab Bedouins tic the

camel’s feet so that the camel cannot move is called “J&” “Aggaal”. The rope
with which the Arabs tie their head-cover so that it does not slide and fall down is

also called “J&” “Agqaal”. So, S (‘4ql) means that which stops humans from
doing bad things, from treading wrong path. This is also the meaning of &
(Nahi). Now the illiterate Arabs gave so much importance to fF (“Agl), but, we
are forbidden to use J* (‘Aq/) in matters of Islam — and those who are labeled
deviators (Mu 'tazilaas). And the result is obvious: giki. JE2143355 43 (95:40) — and
thereafter We reduce him to the lowest of low [Asad].
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My dear friends! Let us see this verse again: L;,'aj’igéu'.é.ﬁ'l 3 (79:40) — he stops
his base desires and vile emotion. He holds back his inner self from base desires.
Because of this: ggiﬁnaiis_it SG (79:41) — paradise will truly be the goai!i?:;ﬁ (Al-
Jjannah), i.e., Heaven has come here on Earth for those abiding by the limits set by

Allah in contrast to Hell or f-; (Jaheem) which we saw earlier for transgressors of
this limit. Then the Quran says: L’éﬂ,io[.ﬁ;phmgﬁ&m (79:42) - THEY WILL
ASK thee [O Prophet] about the Last Hour: "When will it come to pass?" They
are asking thee when that ship will be anchored; and not when that revolution will
start because that revolution had started earlier and was going ahead in its silent
mode anyway. They are asking: when that ship of revolution that started some
time ago will get anchored. Revolutions do not suddenly appear on the scene.
They continue to work slowly like the ship moving on the surface of the ocean
and when it anchors then we normally call it a revolution although its ship started
long time ago. Now they ask: when will that ship anchor? & 32,0251 223(79:43) —
[But] how couldst thou tell anything about it? [Asad].They should not be
concerned with when will that ship anchor, when will that revolution transpire?

You remember that at many places in the Quran the Prophet (PBUH) asks: O
Allah! All my life has been spent in this struggle to establish yourGDeen but when
will my effort bear fruit? Allah’s reply to this: &858 3 3300 gl Aasdld S U g1
lad e 5 Aah @le WG (13:40) - BUT WHETHER We let thee see [in thy
lifetime, O Prophet, the fulfilment of] some of what We have promised them, or
whether We cause thee to die [before its fulfilment] - thy duty is no more than to
deliver the message; and the reckoning is Ours.[Asad]. My dear friends! Even to
the Prophet (PBUH) Allah did not tell anything about when that revolution and
struggle will bear fruit. He tells him to continue to struggle and to continue to
convey His message. ()3 o2 &1 52 (79:43) — [But] how couldst thou tell
anything about it? Then the Quran says: (G4 &y5) (79:44) — with thy Sustainer
alone rests the beginning and the end (of all knowledge) thereof?[ Asad].Here, the
word “(g£i2” has come. The root of this word is the same as of the word F

(Nahi). So, when the result will come out; when the ship of revolution will
anchor; when will it stop? — Well, its knowledge rests with Allah. But when it
happens; when the revolution appears — everyone will see. But no one can know
this before it appears.
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Posters about =y (Qiyamat) — End of the world
My dear friends! It was a common practice during my childhood that posters

about = (Qiyamat), i.e., the end of the world, were posted everywhere. But this
practice has been discontinued now. Maybe they got tired of it. But the Quran
says that its knowledge is only with Allah: (G&s &5 31 (79:44) — with thy
Sustainer alone rests the beginning and the end (of all knowledge) thereof. And
Allah told the Prophet (PBUH): (g4& ¢ M@TUI (79:45) — Thou art but (sent) to

warn those who stand in awe of it [Asad]. This is same thing as: L’..ji;é‘l.,]tél.iél.?ﬁg
2 (13:40) — thy duty is no more than to deliver the message; and the

reckoning is Ours [Asad]. Therefore, the same thing applies to everyone of us:If
we start asking Allah when our efforts will bear fruit? Our job is to carry on with

- 2965

conveying His message and not to be impatient about seeing the result. 53 3
(g2 512552 Y1T3%20 4155 (79:46) — On the Day when they behold it, (it will seem to
them) as if they had tarried (in this world) no longer than one evening or (one
night, ending with) its morn![Asad].When that moment actually comes which
they were asking about, they will feel as if it came too soon — maybe after just a
morning or an evening. These people were so impatient to know when that event
will come. But when it does finally come it will seem to them as if their entire life
was a morning or an evening; no more than that. They will lose all their senses
and become completely befuddled. They will lose their memory about how long
they had lived; what they had done; and what they had left behind? The Quran
says that the revolution would be so intense that they will be under the influence
of shock-and-awe. O Prophet (PBUH)! Tell them why are you pleading for its
arrival? Why are you impatient to see this impending revolution? Is it the sighting
of the new moon of the celebration of Eid that you want it to be hastened?
Because when it does come it will not be the new moon of Eid but a moment for
your destruction. At that time you will start crying — only if we could get some
more time we would change our ways! But what will you gain by being sorry or
remorseful at that time? Nothing?

My dear friends! Surah Al-Naziat (<& ;Ehas ended today. We will take up

Surah ‘Abasa(_z5) in our next lecture (80:1).
Slsigz e dial)y Juts
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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