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WHY IS ISLAM
THE ONLY TRUE DEEN*?

[An English rendering of the Urdu Treatise by
Allama Ghulam Ahmed Parwez
«islam he Kiyon Sachha Deen Hai?”
by
Dr. Manzoor-ul-Haque,Faculty of Education
University of Sind
HYDERABAD

The oné significant issue which risef in most of the minds and vexes the tender
feelings of the heart is that when common moral values are same in all the religions
\especially in the widely accepted religions), and all the religions assert not to tell a
lie; not to steal; to be honest; not to deprive others of their rights etc. and Islam
proclaim?'it too, then what is that distinctive feature on the basis of which we assert
Islam to be the only true Deen and that no other Deen is acceptable to God and now
the salvation and auspiciousness of the humanity is tied to Islam, it is therefore .
necessary that all followers of religions should accept Islam.

‘The Significant Question

If the specificity, on the basis of which Islam is entitled to make this claim, is
the same values, then this privilege ought to be extended to every religion of the
world. This would not be a reasonable attitude that the qualities on the basis of
which we adjudge Islam as Deen-Ul-Hag (the right Deen), are ignored in case of
claim of other religions! -

Lrahmo-Samaji Religion.

This is the same gquestion which emerged in the fronticrs of knowledge at a
time when the late Maulana Abu-ul-Kalam Azad wrote in his exegesis of Sura

'« [slam is not a religion in the conventional sense. Acéqrding to the Holy Quran it
is a way of life — a Socio Economic System. A detailed paragraph explaining what is
Deen follows. ' -



Fateha that “Universal truths are equally found in aJf the religions” therefore ng
one religion can clajm superiority over others, This proclamation was, in fact, an!
echo of the Brahmo-Samaji Movement which had emerged earlier in Bengal, They
Summated good points of gl the (so called) heavenly books, developed a system of
education and Projected it to the world with the contention that it comprises all the
tommon truths found in 3] the religions; therefore to bring conscunsus among gall
religions and act in accordance with the truthfulness, the only mechunism woulg be -
that all followers of religions should belicve in this system of education and make j¢
the concept of their life. Such a common education comprising these very moral
values was founded by King Akber long before the Bralrmo-Samaji Movement, His |
Deen-i-Iiahi was based on the same Very concept; Its exponent was Dara Shikoah in
'_mhose mysticism there was no difference between: Ram and Raheem; and the
réflection of reality was equally found in the temple and the mosque. The same
phenomenon, in the form of Bhajans (religious hymns) of Bhagat Kabeer and Kafeey
{Mystical Stanzas) of Shaj Fareed and Sultan Bahu echoes in every nook and
corner.,

No Need of even Religion!

This brings forth another important question: if truth is the other name of
theses moral values and acting in accordance with them js the purpose of human |
life, then why is a religion needed? Those, who are irreligious, and refute the very
existence of God, also say the same i.e. telling lie is very bad; truth ought to be
spoken; living ought to bhe honest; no one ought to be oppressed, so why to bring in
the religion? It was this concept which gave birth to the moyement of Humanism in
Burope which Projected itself with the assertion of “Religion without Revelation” in
. the world. If the ultimate aim and climax of religion is these mors] values and the
human life can reach its destiny through these values alone, then how can the claim
of Humanism be rejected?

Basic misconception in this regard is that Deen is thought to be no more than
an cthical code. Deen js not the collection of g few moral values, it js g
comprehensive system of life covering all aspects of human life. The moral valyes
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hecome operative within this- system, or in other words this system provides that
st hase on which the edifice of these moral values is established.

Did you ever ponder over this phenomenon that the whole world says that
telling o lie is bad; dishonesty is intensely opprobrious; deception is very
contemptible misdemeanor but in spite of all this the whole world tells lies;
corruption is rampant every where; cheating is in full swing. The question is why is
this all happing? In spite of condemning and cursing all these things why has man
(nken to them? Considering these acts the most detestable and opprobrious, why is
he not refraining form them? Its reason is that either the people acknowledge these
moral values just as of formality or they have their foundation on emotions alone.
They know nothing as to why these values should be followed and why should they
not be violated. You ask a person to satisfy you as to why you should not tell a lie.
Going a little deeper than superficial talk, you would realize that he has no
reasonable reply to this question. With all the reason and rhyme at his command, he
would not be able to respond to the why of your question. He will not be able to
¢xplain to you rationally what would you loose by telling lies and which gain you
would accrue by speaking the truth. And since man adopts only that which gives
him gain and abandons that which causes him loss, therefore his acquiescence to
this effect is either simply traditional or imitation or the product of emotional -

inclinations. He neither develops insight of these values rationally ‘nor makes them
the way of his life.

Deen provides those basic concepts which conspicuously bring forth the
purpose and climax of human life. The purpose of life defines the proper value of
every thing and when these values are identified it can very easily be understood
which one is profit-bearing and ‘which one is loss- -accruing; whlch onewp hlghtr and
which one is lower on the continuum of values.

From Desire To Action.

Deen, along with these basic concepts, provides the practical system through
which these theoretical values take the form of reality and then the man within their
concrete results sees of his own, how gainful or harmful it is to act or not, according
to these values. Being affected by this, his emotions and feelings follow the proper
channel for their own operation and since emotions are the impetus of actions, his
life synchronizes with these higher values. This is called the exaltation of character
. and neatness of conduct.

-~
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desire takes birth in Your heart; this desire awakes in the heart involuntarily, you
have no reason, rhyme or rationale for it; it relates purely to the emotions; then you
present it to the intellect. If your emotions are intense, your intellect thinks of the
means to accomplish it and provide Justificatory reasons for it. But if your intellect
OVErpowers your emotions, it then makes comparison between gain and loss, and if
it sees that the gain to be accrued is greater it decides to accomplish the desire. Now
your desire transforms into your wish; then your will-power comes in to play, and
tak®s practical steps to actualize your desire. In this phase, yYour WISH takes the
form of your WILL. '

But the human intellect, even if not operating under the command of
emotions, can maximally decide the gain or loss of that person it cannot decide
whether the desire is fair or foul. In other words, the human intellect cap only
inform the person concerned as to which thing is profitable to him and which one
will bring him loss. It can make no distinction between good and evil. This

- distinction can only be possible in the presence of values and as narrated earlier, it
is the concept of life that determines the values.

Impact Of the concept of Life

How does the concept of life (right or wrong) change the perspective of
human vision and define the direction of his activities, we need not to go anywhere
far to understand it. Every one complains today that falsehood, deception
tunningness, betrayal, corruption, bribery, injustice, oppression, extortion and
exploitation are prevailing in the world. It looks as if, without any exception of
zones or inhabitants, the germs of these diseases have spread all over the globe like

- an epidemic. Did you ever ponder over the cause thereof? Iils were also there in the
‘days gone by, but these were not so gencral and comprehensive. With a little
pondering, this reality will be established that its basic cause is the concept of life
which, in the 19th century, emerged in the West and due to the general and global
means of communication spread to every nook and corner of the world. All these
ills/miseries are the'produce of this concept. This concept of life was that the human
life is only the physical life and laws governing the life and the death at the animal
level apply to man also. Survival of the fittest is the immutable law of nature.
According to this law, only the one¢ wielding the maximal specter of authority and
power has the right to live. How was this authority and power acquired is no
question. The poor and the weak and the powerless can be allowed to live only to
_become victual of the powerful. Every big fish devours the smaller one. Insects are

Bear it in mind that human activities pass through three phases, namely a |
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horn 1o be the food of the sparrows and the sparrows consequently breathe only to
be the prey of the cagles. This is the law of nature, the constitution of life. It is
wecnrding to this law that the decisions on the life and death of individuals as well as
Nations are made. * Might is right” is the exigency of justice. Lion is the King of
jungle, not the goat, If the loin eats the goat, the goat cannot make complain that it
is the vietim of oppression.

‘I'he animals live by instinets which, though many in number, can generally
be classified into three categories: Self-preservation, Self-assertion and Self-
procreation. When the human life is not valued higher than that of the animal level,
obviously every individual would work under these very instincts, then there would
he no room for the moral values. '

Nationalism.

According to the civilization raised on this concept, ‘national character’would
he regarded as highest character. Thinking deeply you would realize that the
national character is also the produce of animal instinct. Herd instinct is.in the very
nature of animals . Every animal finds its preservation in living with its herd. This is
the only urge on which a nation comes into being and endures. Prosperity and well-
heing of one’s own nation becomes the highest value for the individual; the greatest
patriot becomes the one who squeezes out the last drop of bloed of other nations and
decorates the magnificent edifice of one’s own nation with the gaudiness of this
blood. For him, the question of being honest or dishonest or falsehoodmand truth
does never arise. The one who starts giving mind to these values cannot perform the
affairs of the state. In the words of Walpole:

~ “No great country was ever saved by good men, because
good men will not go to the length that may be
necessary to save a nation.”

In this connection, what these patriots have to do, the reproduction of the
words of the reputed Italian thinker, Cavour are sufficient. He says.

“If we did for ourselves what we do for our country,
what rascals we should be.” i

Did you observe : how a change in the concept of life brings changes in the
_mdlwdual and collectlve llfe, and how does the concept of life influence © . every
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walk of life? The reason that thc moral values are still being theoretically
appreciated today is that the man has, up till now, not been able to erase his sub-
conscience free from the binding effects of the past. If this concept pervaded any
further into the next few generations, cven the concept of these values will be wiped
off form his mind and its verbal confession will also remain no more. 1ts signs and
symptems have started surfacing right from now. Our younger generation ridicules
these values by calling them mere conservatism .
i Islam provides such concepts on which the whole cdifice of human life is
raised and where every aspect of life is embodiment of higher values, These¢
'cuncepts are not found in any religion of the world,leave aside atheism (religion
less). These arc only the characteristics of 1slam which entitles it to become the
system of life cstablished on right lines and surety to human achievement and
prosperity. These concepts fall into the following headings:-

Concept of God.

Relationship between God and Man.

Relationship between Man and Universe.
Relationship between Man and Man.

Relationship between Actions and their Consequences.
Concept of the ultimate object of life.

D

AN

In the next pages, these conceptawill be discussed briefly and it will be
explained as to what is the naturc of these concepts in the well known religions
(Hinduism, Judaism and Christianity) and what type of concepts the Hely Quran
reflects; and what scenario of human life is established on these concepts. Bejvery
clear that the comparative study of religions is not my aim at present; I’ll only
narrate the fundamental tenets found on these concepts in these religions . This may
also be clarified that our belief is that proper and true teachings were revealed to all
the messengers of the Almighty God on their own turns but these teachings are now-

. not found in their pristine form in the so-called heavenly books available among the
followers of these religions. Whatever is described of these concepts will therefore be
based on the existing documents of these religions and not on that ?iristine and real
message which is not found now with any of them. The detail of this resume will be
found in the first chapter of my book in Urdu Mairaj-e-Insaniat, in which,

~according to the rescarches of the followers of these religions, it has been dealt with
at length, wherein it has been explained that according to researches of the followers
of these religions the pristine message of those religions is not found among any one
of them now; but since they lay down their existing message as the knowledge base
~of their religions, the current teachings about these concepts will be projected.
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I veept tos, there can be no other alternative left for us.

| 1he Coneeplof God.

I e Concept of God In Hinduism.

Among the three religions (Hinduism, Judaism and Christianity), Hinduism
claums that it is the oldest religion in the world. The proof of its antiquity is provided
Iy its existing religious books where each of its leaves bearstestimony to the fact that
iese are the writings of that age when human mind was in its infancy. The infantile

mind can never perceive the concept of an abstract reality in any shape other thap

ix conerete form. How could the mind of that age have established the pristine

voncept of the personality of God? It transformed God on its own nature only with
(he difference that man (for example) has two hands, God was conceived to have
cight, man has one head, God had ten; man can drink a cup of water, God can pour
are accepted among Hindus: Brahuma, Shivji,
and Vishinoo. They have their wives and children too; Shivji's wife was Parbatti and
son is Gresh whose body is of man and head of clephant; Brahma 's daughter is
Sarsooti., Earlier all these three were worshipped but now Brahma is not
worshipped.. 1t is in the Para’ns that once Shivji saw Brahma intending to rape his
daughter, there he stopped worship of Brahma (Hinduism by Govind Das,P:104).

1, About the creation of the universe, the following statement is fdund in the

shivparania:

Shivji desired to create the world. He created Brahma.
Brahma splashed a handful of water in the water; there
raiscd a bubble; a man was horn out of this bubble. He
said to Bralma: ‘O’ son! create the world.” Brahma
said: “1 am not your son, You are my son” There was a
quarrel between the two. Maha Dev (Shivji) thought
that whom he had sent for creating the world were
quarreling between themselves, then a heavenly ling
(malc genital organ) was born out of the two; it
ascended immediately into the sky . Both were

surprised to see it.
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Listen to what happened later on:

Both started thinking that the beginning and end of ling
should be found; the one who comes back first be the
father and the one who comes later be the son. Vishnoo
in tortoise shape started going down. Brahma in swan-
shape flew upward. Both continued their journey with
lightning speed for two thousand years but could not
scarch the utmost limits of the ling. Braima thought: If
whisnoo had come back with an inkling, 1 would have to
be his son. He was just thinking of it when a cow and a
tree of kaitkee descended. Brahma asked them:
“Where do you live?” They said: “With the props of
that ling we have been travelling since thousands of
years” Brahma asked them whether or not ling had any
cxtremity, they replied that it did not.

Brahma said: come with me and stand witness
that the cow used to pour strain of milk on the head of
ling and that the tree used to shower flowers over it”
They said: we'll not bear false witness.” Then Brakma
said angrily: “I’ll turn you into ashes if you do not
stand witness.” Then both frighteningly said: “We’ll
bear witness as you desire.” Then the three went
downwards.

Brahma asked Vishnoo whether or not he had
found out the utmost limits of ling. He replied in the
negative. Brahma said “1 have found out”; Vishnoo
demanded “Produce witness to this effect.” Then the
cow and the tree bore false witness. Upon this the ling
imprecated the Kaitkee. “You have told a lie. Your
flower will never be used for offering either to me or
any other God. Whoever offers you Will be terminated”;
It imprecated the cow: “You will[filth with the mouth
through which you told a lie; no body will worship your

~ mouth but your tail will be worshipped; cursed

Brahma: “Since you have told a lie, you’ll never be

_ worshlpped in the world” it gave a blessing to Vishnoo”
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“y ou have spoken the truth, so -you'll be worshipped
every where”. Then both praised and eulogized the ling.

On hearing this appreciation angd eulogy, there
appeared a countenance with long matted hair from the
ling and said: ‘1 had sent you for generating creation,
why did you indulge in wrangling?” Then Maha Dev
touk out a ball of ashes form the hair and said: “Go and
germinate creation with it.”

(Ref: Satyareth Parkash-Sawami Daya Nand PP. 272-273)

I'he concept of God-is the most sublime idea. It is now obvious that a nation
w hich has this idea of God in its sight, what would be the nature of its deeds. Neither
yhe mind of this nation can be free from the superstition, nor their actions based on
knowledpe and insight. God to whom they submit is never above the human
ountenance. Henee it is written in the Athur veda that at the time of worshipping
¢ od, the following should be uttered.

«()’Swami Parmatma of the followers of Jain! obeisance
be to thy mouth; obeisance is to thy eyes; obeisance is to
thy skin; obeisance is to thy organs; pray is to.thy belly;
obeisance is to thy tongue; obeisance is to thy face;
obcisance is to thy teeth; obeisance is to the stench of
thy teeth.” :

The _mm(ﬁggiA_numgllﬁ—Jﬁ‘”—&
. wd
After Hinduism, let us now turn to Judaism and see what kind of concept of
G.od is found there. Probably it was Locke who had said “if you tell me the kind of
(;od any nation had proposed for its worship, I would let you know the nature of
civilization and culture of that nation.” A critical appraisal of a Western researcher
about the kind of concept that emerges about God through the study of the
conventional Toral would be sufficient herc. Joseph Whebs in his book “Is it God’s
words” writes that the God of Torah appears to be splashing around with the blood,
shed by the numerous murderers. He is an assassin himself and a mischief monger,
thicf, perfidious, sanguinely revengeful, merciless chastiser of the sinful and the
innocent both, extremely dreadful and frightful, embodiment of oppression and
prejudice, arrogant, braggart, promise-breaker, concoct, and a willful liar.
(Ref: M’airaj-e-Insaniyyat, P.22)
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W f b an (e personality of God is concerned, you cannot conceive it, because
v s only conceive the things which are perceptible to senses and the self of God
i e scepiion (o this phenomenon. “Human eyes cannot perceive Him, He can keep
Wi wver (he eves, Tie is very subtle and All-knowing.” Al-Quran 6/104) His
yannalits ennnot be conceived with any example, because “He is analogous to
v U0 A Ouean 42714« Neither He is Himself the son of any one, nor anyoune elsc
Hin won™ (A-Quran 112/3) “Nor is any one else cqual in rank to Him. He is
g ther nngue, incomparable and unprecedented.” Al-Quran 112/4)

\ ou cannot know anything about His personality; but a concept of God,

are exalted, pure, dignified and elegant than the concept which appears forth from
i attnibutes, which He has described of His own, is not possible.

Kelationship.of God and Man.

I'he question is: What is the advantage of believing in these attributes of
,ml” One accepts that these are the attributes of God and the other rejects. What
mpuet does this acceptance and rejection have on their lives? The Holy Quran’
nwwers this question. It says that every human is a carricr of “Divine cnergy”
ich is called the human personality. Every human personality is bestowed with
he possibility of progressively actualizing these attributes (within human limits).
 his is the hue of God beyond which no other hue is more clegant. (Al-Quran 2/138)

That is why these attributes are the objective standard for the nourishment
{ human personality It is this ideal to which man wants to mould hlmsqf This, is
he standard which he strives to come up to . Every moment, he measures his own
¢lf against this objective standard and evaluates rationally the extent to which his
sersonality has developed and how far it still remain to be developed.

In addition to it, the Holy Quran also informs as to which attribute operates
it what occasion so that the likewise facct may also operate in the like event on the
yart of the man. This also determines man’s reaction in the face of external events
mnd occurrences. Remember, as is the upholding of the balanced attributes for the -
nan a must, similarly the emergence of that attribute most appropriate to that
eeurrence is imperative. To let go with pity a merciless tyrant, who has no feeling
) repentance or any desire for rectification in his heart, is the worst form of
yranny on the oppressed human beings; but to take revenge in a situation where
‘emission and forgiveness bring pleasant consequences is also equivalent to tyranny.
I'he bruise of muscles soothes slowly on massage but the fractured bones need tight
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binding in wooden splints, Thig Is called Jalrb"fr‘yat (holding thing’dﬁrmly together) §
wooden splints which » surgeon uses are called Jaba’ir The Holy Quran expoufg
in full length the attributes of God ang the eventful appearance ang applicatf
their of, so that not only do these become objective standarg for gauging
development of ap individual but alse the foreteller to the man for forming the
of reaction most appropriate to the kind of events.

The Law of God,

This brings forth another significan¢ reality. The concept of God in religige

-is that of an autocrat king. and » dictator whose ] decisions depend upon his ovh
whims énd-where the law ang rule have nothing to do; if pleased He bestows robe &
honour to a criminal; if annoyed he sends the innocents to the gallows. Map cay
only save himself from His wrath by Keeping his deity pleased with himself in g
way that he can; he makes all possible efforts to seek His Pleasure; makes offeringdd
of gifts and oblations and see the mediation of His favourites, Obedience to 13
does not yield any gain to man, it only serves to attain pleasure of God. On the othe
side of it is Christianity where the concept of God is that of a tender-hearted fatherg
- where rules ang regulations have nothing to do; where the mercy of God is the onlyg
. |

: _ )

The Holy Quran refuted this toncept and proclaimed that in spite of all Higgy
infinite powers and boundless authority, God has prescribed rules !

and regulations|
for all the mziters and does every thing Strictly in accordance with thege laws. These] .

laws are so immutable that R0 mutations can oceyy in them.(Al-Quran 35/43) THe]
meaning of law is that every thing is tied to the chain of tause-and-effect j.e. jf you
do this, its consequence will he such; if you act against, it will draw to this end. |¢
explained these laws to man; made him understand them fully; made it clear to
him that obeying this law will bring him this and acting against j¢ will result ip |
this loss. After Rarrating alj this left it to his choice whether to follow the prescribed {
right read or to make tracks of hjs own, “We have shown him the way; pnow who-s0-

ever wishes may accept it and who-so-ever wishes may reject it,” (Al-Quran 76/3), If

~ he follows the right path, he wii] reap his own gain form it, We
benefit out of jt, If he adopts a wrong path, he wilj suffer his ¢

harm Us in any way(Al-Quran 12/286) That s why God does

1

will not derive any

ays, is as a piece of
advice. After He revealed the Holy Quran e asserted “Say unto them, the tru¢h has |

may accept it, whoever wills may |
reject it,” (Al-Quran 18/29) . It is evident that whep accepting or not accepting of
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thing, is left to the sweet-will of man, then if he is of sound mind, reason and

& heet, he will make his decision discerningly. Therefore, according to the Holy
teni, Dbeliet is not a blind faith; it is the name of that mental and heart felt

w iction which man acquires rationally. That is why it has attributed this conduct
she Momins (believers) that. “They are the people to whom, even when the
vises’ of their Sustainer are presented they droop not down at them as if they
4v denf and blind but accept them with intellect and insight”(Al-Quran 25/73) It
B is crystal clear when the conscquences of actions draw up in concurrence with
Liiv and law, the question of being absolved from them either by way of paying
ysom or intercession does not arise. If you put your finger in the fire and then you
«ire that the pain of burning may transfer to some one else in stead of you, may be

y pnyment of thousands of rupees, it will be impossible. If you eat arsenic, you
wmnol, even on the recommendation of the highest echelon of the society, be
Joteeted from its il effects. There is only one alternative and that is: You take a
ceourse to that law of God in concurrence to which relief in burning pain and
yfection against the harmful-effects of arsenic can be procured. Suffering and
¢epuse acerue to the man according to the law of God as a result of the natural
gnnsequences of his actions. “so that whoever is ruined is ruined according to the
4ww und whoever rcmainfal’ive,tfggérsaing to the law (Al-Quran 8/42). Neither sthe
R nocent is chastised with the revenge and wrath of an authoritative dictator, nor
he criminal gets off Scot free on ransem, atonement or intercession. That is why the
humans have been told that “On the day of manifestation of consequences no one
would be able to help anyone, nor-shall any intercession be considered, nor shall any
{orm of compensation be accepted , neither shall they be succoured.”( Al-Quran
244). '

B

o

Did you see how did the Holy Quran transform the religion to the discipline
of Science by simply giving the concept of «aw-making cum law-abiding God™?
What are the characteristics of Science?-—- In science (1) every cause has its own
wpecific effect and no one can cause any kind of change and transformation in it,
pnd (2) Science discovers the reality such that longings, whishes, purposes, gains and
feelings of nobody have any impact on it. It is never influenced as such.

By virtue of the concept of God, the Holy Quran represents that the human
actions bring forth the consequences in the like manner and the realities bear
testimony to this effect in the same way: That is why God proclaimed that,” this
message of Ours is not poetry.” Somewhere Coleridge has said: The Anti-thesis of
Poetry is not prose but Science, The Holy Quran is no poetry but Science.

In connection with God and Man Relationship, the Holy Quran unravels

~

-
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by evolution, is progressively movi
forward in its evolution. In the human world, the laws of God are operative in t
like manner with the exception that their cosmic speed is very slow whercas tl
human age demands that the result of actions may come fo the forefront soon. If ¢
human hands support these laws and become helpful to accomplish them th
results may emerge according to the human count of time, place and circumstanc
In this manner man becomes a companion to God in the complete accomplishme
of His programme. This is the relation of God and Man of which not a glimpse
found in other religions of the world, (Since I've elicited much on this point, I nee
not make any more detailed discourse at present,)

3. Rélétignship of Man and The Universe,

After the deliberations on the relationship of God and

the question of the mutual relationship of the man and the U
human mind was at its infancy he was not able to comprehend the mystery of th
forces of nature, He was afraid of them and could think of only one way to be safg
trom their rage and that was to implore humbly before them and appeal for thei)
mercy. Hence the status of man of that age was that he joined his hands i
supplication, as soon as there was thunder of the clouds; he fell in prostration a
there was lightning; he made obeisance to the san as soon as it shone; he prostrated
as soon as there was an carthquake; he called a ravaging river as his mother-
goddess; he made the lion a God as soon as it roared. Hinduism is a compendium of!
these gods and goddess and proselytizes their worship, ‘ -

Rglatignship in Hinduism: ’

¢l

+

L e o e

It is found in Yajar veda, “obeisance he accepted by the snakes on the earth,
even thosc which are cither in the air or in the sky; our prostration to the snakes of |
the paddy fields; Our bowing to those snakes also which are still in their burrows, !
Our humble kneeling to them even.” These were, atleast, living forces,they even |
bowed to those inanimate things from which they apprehended any loss. Hence,
there is alse found in Yajar veda that this stanza ought to be recited: * O'yve razor,
thou bringﬁh happincss and are made of good iron; our obeisance to ye be accepteth;
please bring not trouble unto him the least”.

It is found written in the Ather veda: “Qur prostration to the winter fever, |



*
-

Vo b e e lever B bow down. My prayer to the fever that comes daily,

whiy ¢ Istan

Al et by sl g thid day.”

10 i chens ot ina religion where man accepts this type of status for himself,

e e stion of human dignity and honour does never arise. There, if it is asserted

Mo et 16w hes speali-the-truth™ywill this unravel the mysteries of the universe and
olve the hapman problems ?

o bationship i ¢Christianity:

Lenving this aside, now come to the other side where the material things,
vt mbornment and comfort is thought to be most detestable and abominable; and
Ahere the mystery of human salvation is only through the renunciation of the world
2w its vanities; through the relinquishment of desires and the abandonment of
plensures. The farther one moves form the worldly affairs, the nearer one gets to the
Deity. Vhe teaching of asceticismm and monasticism was the sine qua non of
( Liristianity. Saint Benedict, transforming it into an organized institution, produced
hirongs of monks and nuns, As such in his/Theological Dictionary Bucks writes
abount the Monasticism in Egypt « In a short span of time, the whole East was filled
with groups of the stothful people who, setting aside the worldly affairs adopted a
e of pain, distress, misery and anguish so as to be close to God and the Divine
Ny Irons.

It brought the same result as this type of life ought to bring. In this
conneetion Bucks writes: “But after some time their lasciviousness became
proverbial. Besides, they started inciting riots and insurrections by exploiting the
people at various places.” '

i

4

A whole world was getting sick with these ascetics.

The clinging beggars were seeh roaming in every street
in the garb of hermits. All kind of vagrancy and
cheating was their habit. These people used to commit
the incidences of havoec pillage under the veil of
religious fanaticism.

(Progress of Religions Concepts. Vol. 3, P.240)

The peop.le not"comn'litting such evil activities had strange mode of life as
well. ‘The condition of great saints among Christians was such that some swore not
to tuke a bath in their whele life; Some stood in marsh through their life; some saw.
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fying in the enclosure of ordure; some |j
down life long in a dark closet, This was all the resylt of self-abnegation and sel
renunciation in Christianity.

Aggording Tg. The Holy Quran:

depths of the earth” (Al-Quran 45/13). It told the man: :
all the Malaika (forces of nature) be subservient to him and the position of a Momi
is that he, by conquering these forces should utilize them for the benefits of th
humanity. In the concrete universe, God alone enjoys the status over and above tha
of the man in concurrence of whose laws man ought to lead his life, Besides Himy
nothing is superior to man. All the articles of worldly adornment and conmfort hav
been created for nan; no one can declare these things abominable and forbidden fo
him. “Ask them whe is he who can forbid the adornments and pleasant subsistence
(rizq) which God has created for man?(Al-Quran 7/32).

bowing to or flceing from the phenomena of nature, Congquering ‘them for the
benefit of the human being is only found in the Holy Quran. '

S

enables us to conquer the forces of nature (we obey nature to command it) and
obeying the moral laws integrates our personality. In both these cases, obeyiflg the

After the relationship of man with the universe, we are faced with the
question of relationship of man with man. Hinduism decided that the Brahmans
were born from the head of Brahma, the khashataris from the arms, the vaish from




TR L

e s, and the itoodra from his feet. This is the eternal division which can neither
¢ mverilionn from the system of the world, nor can man’s own endeavours
vinpe i, Vhe sioodra shall have to be uptouchable all his life. His duty is to serve
v Hindus, of the highest class. The child born to the Brahman family enjoy the

Jiphest vanks and privileges from birth to death . The scope of his privile\ges

wevording to Rig veda and Athar Veda) is:

“if a woman has 10 non-brahman husbands before but
if a Brahaman holds her hand, then he will be
considered to be her husband alone because Brahaman
is the proprietor and husband of the females. not the-
Khashatari or the vaish.

(Me’raj-e-Insaniyyat P.01)

This was the division of the humamn inhabiting within India. The others
residing out of India were not even considered human; they were simply taken to
be insects. Please think of a religion which shackles its own followers with
anbreakable fetters of such class division and labels those outside its fold as the
most abominable and despicable; can the proselytization of ‘do not tell a lie and do
A not steal’ bring any moral reformatien? '

L In Judaism:

~ Among the Jews, the religion was confined to the race of Bani-Isruel. The
one who is not born to the Banilsrael, can never be admitted to their Divine
Religion. The Paradise was strictly particularized for Banilsrael; all the non-Bani
Israel are the fuel of the Hell. They were fumed with the emgtions of hatred and
¢nmity against the people outside their race; and this was all the consequence of the
teachings of the (conventional) Torah. They had one set of laws for the jews and
q another for the non-Bani Israel.

In Christianity:

It is generally accepted about the Christianity that it constitutes an eternal
religion for the whole mankind. It makes no discrimination between man and man.
I'his is not the teaching of Christianity, it is a later political-expediency oriented
concept. That is why in the present day Bible (Which remains in the process of
change off and on), it is still found written that when the Jesus sent his followers for
proselytization, he ordered them not to go to the other nations, not to enter into any
‘of the cities of Samrees but go to the lost sheeps of the house of Israel.




- language.’countr}-‘,crecd and nationality, shall endure in the land (Al-Qu_ran 13/17)
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(Mathew, Cahpter 10, Verses 5.

Do not give the consecrated to the dogs; and do not lay your
pearls before the pigs.

(Mathew, Chapter 7,verse

The anathema of $xtreme nationalism” that you find in Europe
unconsciously the end-product of this teaching. They confined the religion to ]
four walls of the church but the effects of the teaching of their race-worship a
still existent in their subconscious with the same intensity. They can never think .
the concept of universal mankind. That is why the moral principles they hold f
their own nation are different from those they hold for others nations. It is ju

like the Romans whose law ahont stealing was: ‘Stealing from a Roman is

a crim
and stealing from a non-Roman is not !

ding To The Hol n:

The Holy Quran on its revelation, smashed these man-made fetters an
declared openly that the humans of the whole Universe are the branches of th
same genealogy and the foliage of the same tree, By birth, there is no discriminatio
between man and man. “God has created all of you from a single life cell”. .(Al
Quran 4/1) Therefore, the whole mankind constitutes a Universal brotherhood
“The whole mankind is one community”; (Al-Quran 10/19) and every human bein;
is worthy of equal respect by birth. “We have created all human beings worthy o
respect” (Al-Quran 17/70) There is no superiority of the black to the white; of th
white to the blacks of the Arab to the Non-Arabs of the Non-Arab to the Arab. In th
world, there is neither any Brahmin, nor any shoodra; neither the superior, for thy
inferior. So for as are their ranks in the society, the measure of greatness is thei
personal virtue and meritorious deeds. “And to all will be (assigned) rank:
according to their deeds.” (Al-Quran 46/19) and the most worthy of all will be the
one whose conduct will be the most pure of all and whose character, the highest of
all. “The God of the Holy Quran is equally the Sustainer, the Authority and the
Allah of the whole humanity” ( AI-Quran 49/13) and “ His'book is a compendium o
instructions for all” (Al-Quran 45/21); His Rasool equally the Messenger for th
whole humanity . “Say. O mankind, I am Allah’s Rasool sent to all of you.” (Al
Quran 7/158) The essence of its teaching is: “Only that action or theory, which §
beneficial to the whole of humanity without any discrimination of colour ra

As said earlier the Western concept of life gave the principle of “the surviv:
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! the fitlest” iLe. Only that which is the strongest can endure. On the contrary, the
toly Curnn puts forth the principle, “the survival of the most beneficial” i.c. only
bat which is most beneficial to the humanity can survive. Did you consider how
v vaclous aspeet of human life undergo transformation by just changing the
uneept of life and how life-inspiring and balance-augmenting changes occur in the
v lil of humanity? This is the only concept of life by which man can understand
wlly the *Why™ of his strivings for the well-being of others. To gain immortality is
e very desire of every human being, no one likes to die, he wants to live for ever.
1 he Hloly Quran says that if you want to live for ever, the only way is that you do the
jeetds which are most beneficial for the mankind; giving preference to others over
our own self if their needs are more demanding than yours(Al-Quran 59/9) and
ining all this without any thought of personal gain. It says: “When the Momineen
wrform the act of procuring supplies for the pourishment/development of others
they make it very clear to them that: “We do not desire any reward form you, not
even the gratitude instead thereof.” (Al-Quran 76/9)

Just think over it, with this concept of life in view how the moral values
vonstitute an integral part of life!

The practical consequences of the concept of human equality is that it forms
n society, wherein, leaving aside someone becoming slave to others, no one even
hecomes subservient to any one else---nor a dependent on any one else. This
establishes a system in which all the people while remaining within the limits of the

1 laws of God decide the affairs of their life by mutual consultation (Al-Quran 42/38)

The Quranic Order: _ ‘ o

This provides a guarantee to every individual that “We are responsible for
(providing) your subsistence and the subsistence of your children.” (Al-Quran
6/152) Please, solicit! Is there any need of telling a lie or stealing or being corrupt in
this order? The moral values automatically become operative in it. No one holds the
Divine rights in this Order: neither the religious priest-hood, nor the autocrats, or
the capitalists. There is absolutely no concept of any such system in any of the
religions of the world.

Iinality of Nabuwwat:

With the concept of *‘Order’, the Holy Quran has declared another sublime
reality which is the greatest revolution in the world of religions. It expounded that
the unchangeable principles required for the guidance of the mankind have been
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! the fitlest” Qe Only that which is the strongest can endure. On the contrary, the
tafy Ournn puts forth the principle, “the survival of the most beneficial” i.e. only
beat which is most beneficial to the humanity can survive. Did you consider how
v vaelous aspect of human life undergo transformation by just changing the
aneept of life and how life-inspiring and balance-augmenting changes occur in the
v lid of humanity? This is the only concept of life by which man can understand
wlly the “Why™ of his strivings for the well-being of others. To gain immortality is
Ahe very desire of every human being, no one likes to die, he wants to live for ever.
1 he 1loly Quran says that if you want to live for ever, the only way is that you do the
jeetds which are most beneficial for the mankind; giving preference to others over
oue own self if their needs are more demanding than yours(Al-Quran 59/9) and
Rining all this without any thought of persopal gain. It says: “When the Momineen
wrform the act of procuring supplies for the psurishment/development of others
they make it very clear to them that: “We do not desire any reward form you, not
even the gratitude instead thereof.” (Al-Quran 76/9)

Just think over it, with this concept of life in view how the moral values
vonstitute an integral part of life!
The practical consequences of the concept of human equality is that it forms
w society, wherein, leaving aside someone becoming slave to others, no one even
{becomes subservient to any one else-—-nor a dependent on any one else. This
. establishes a system in which all the people while remaining within the limits of the
] 1nws of God decide the affairs of their life by mutual consultation (Al-Quran 42/38)

T'he Quranic Order: _ ‘ v

This provides a guarantee to every individual that “We are responsible for
| (providing) your subsistence and the subsistence of your children.” (Al-Quran
. 6/152) Please, solicit! Is there any need of telling a lie or stealing or being corrupt in
 this order? The moral values automatically become operative in it. No one holds the
Divine rights in this Order: neither the religious priest-hood, nor the autocrats, or
the capitalists. There is absolutely no concept of any such system in any of the
religions of the world.

Finality of Nabuwwat:

With the concept of ‘Order’, the Holy Quran has declared another sublime =
reality which is the greatest revolution in the world of religions. It expounded that
the unchangeable principles required for the guidance of the mankind have been
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given in the Holy Quran and the system of their safe-guard has also been provide
Within the purview of these principles, the coming generations will solve thej
problems keeping themselves jn line with the exigencies of their time, so there is n
need of any more Nabi( the Divine Message). Hence the chapter of Nabuwwar
closed. Did you observe how the End of Nabuwwar was the announcement of {
grand revolution in the world of religions! Along with it, this reality was als
announced that having passed through its infantile period, the human mind has nov
attained nous. The man is no more an infantile, it has Srown up to be an adul
. therefore, it needs no one-to lap it up any more. He would have now, to get up an

move forward and onward on his own. You must have seen how this creates'sel;i
confidence in man and how he becomes able to traverse his path with dignity in thg
world.

Every religion of the world is waiting for the arrival of some one who, on hj
coming, will make his religion prevail over others, Retuting this concept, the Hol
Quran made it clear that the Order of life We have bestowed is capable of prevailin
over all the systems of life.(AI-Quran 9/33) ANl you have to do is, practicall
implement this ‘Order’, it will overcome all the man-made systems of life; no othe
System will be able to stand against this Order. -

The Holy Quran while laying stress upon the moral values enjoins strictly to
establish  this Order of life in which these values automatically prevail,

2. The Ultimate Goal Of Human [.ife (Salvation)

After this, come to the question which is the [ast word in this deliberation;
What is the purpose and climax of all the exertion and struggle of human life? This
is a very significant and fundamental question and will automatically clear up a
great number of aspects. ' :

[ Please wait until next issue - Editor]
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