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"l would like to see the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind and
Baluchistan amalgamated into a single State. Self-government within
the British Empire, or without the British Empire, the formation of a
consolidated North-West Indian Muslim State, appears to me to be the
final destiny of the Muslims, at least of North-West India. "
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Addresses in Memory of
Miss Shamim Anwar

@ Muhammad Ashraf

Today it is a very challenging task for me to reconcile with the fact that I speak in
memory of my mentor and teacher, Madam Shamim Anwar, who played a leading
role in upbringing and educating my siblings and myself. It also is very testing for
me to imagine this Idra without her presence, and at the same time it is a bit of a
challenge remembering her without the Idara as well. Iwas a little schoolboy in the
late 1980s when she had me and my siblings, mainly Akbar, accompanied to this
Idara. This little journey from 26 to 25 B, opened up our interaction with the
scholarly circles and activities which the Tolu-e-Islam was once known for,
especially in the decade of the 90s. She motivated us to study the Tolu-e-Islam
literature and to attend the weekly Dars regularly. Her emphasis on this is best
reflected in a piece of her advice to us, which is worth-mentioning here. She said:
“This is my advice to you that you must keep attending the weekly Dars regularly. If
you do this, mark my word, you will never be misled by anybody no matter where
you may go in the world.” The subsequent transformation in my life provoked within
me the urge for a rational understanding of Islam and its practice, which appears to be
an asset beyond measure.

Apart from this, endowed with discussions and study sessions on the themes such
as history, philosophy and Islam, her house was no less than an epitome of one of the
best educational institutes. A great number of books had transformed her house into
almost a literal library. She encouraged us to read more and more. All of this
cultivated in me the habit of reading books. The tremendous encouragement that I
received from her added to this significantly. This is because emphasis on education
was an integral theme in her writings. Her personal interest and efforts for supporting
our education also reflect her immense enthusiasm for education.

She was not conscious of socioeconomic class identity and demonstrated equal
level of comfort in her interaction with all and sundry. The importance of
socioeconomic realities in our social set up was secondary to her. The element of
idealism in her line of thinking remained prominent and is best demonstrated in her
habit of placing trust readily in her fellow humans. All her endeavors were not
without a reason. A high moral character and principles marked her personality
traits, which influenced us heavily.

She lived a logical life staying on the edge of society, which is also reflected in her
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intellectual and social contributions mainly on the themes about women
emancipation and controversies emerging over partition among liberal and secular
circles. The leftists and the liberals have mostly kept a distance from the stalwarts of
Islam as areligion. Apart from educating hundreds and thousands of her students she
had also been trying to bring the leftists and liberals close to Islam by contributing
literature and debates on various themes by applying G. A. Perwez's theoretical line.
This also incited criticism and rebuttals. She even refused to contribute articles in
one of the leading newspapers upon sensing subjective policy. However, she came
up with sustainable and overwhelming arguments, particularly she checked the
critics of the creation of Pakistan in her matchless style. I quote a paragraph from one
of her articles the Pakistan Movement as:

Pakistan came into existence on the world map fifty-four years ago, but its
existence is being questioned not only by India but is part of a world-wide query.
Why is this so even after the passage of more than half a century? After all, as a
sequence to the withdrawal of political imperialism, innumerable states have
emerged, so much so, that there are today almost 180 members of the UNO. For
instance, nobody wonders as to why USA and Canada should be separate states.
They belong to the same Greco-Roman civilizations, the same Christian
background, the same racial and lingual affinities and the same colonial history.
Europe itself split into innumerable states in spite of the commonality of Roman
imperial dominance and as part and parcel of Christendom. The Arab world is
indeed amazing! Belonging to the same geographical unit, the same Arabic
language, the same Semitic race, the same historical events and heroes and the same
religion, it is yet divided into a dozen states. But when it comes to Pakistan, the
protest or query rings out reverberating across the frontiers, so much so, that several
individuals and intellectuals within the frontiers also join the chorus.

This is of course self-explanatory. The serious problem in scholarship of Pakistan
and abroad that she identified is that scholars have failed to conceptualize Islam as
Deen and she keenly wanted serious efforts to be made in this direction. This of
course forms the only one aspect of her contributions, which cannot be even
summarized in as little time as 10 minutes. She made tremendous contributions to
create constructive impact in this social setup, and she suffered alienation and
setbacks in the same social setup during the last years of her life. It is a point to
wonder as to whether any individual or section of people from this society would
ever be able to acquire a level of maturity to make organized arrangements for
pooling up the rich knowledge resources from old members of society and in
return for catering to their intellectual and physical wellbeing in a human way!
Lying on deathbed deeply absorbed in unknown thoughts, it appeared to me as if she
was questioning this society!
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Professor Shamim Anwar was one of the sweetest people I've ever met
and also one of the kindest of human souls! Author of 'Pakistan Idea’, 'Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan, as an Educationist' and 'Woman Recreated', and retired
Lecturer at Kinnaird College for women (where she worked for decades).
She devoted her life and work to her students, her dear ones and for the
message of universal humanity, peace, and a just society. Her home was
always buzzing with people getting together to discuss intellectual ideas.

Professor Shamim Anwar was an institution in herself. She had travelled
extensively in her youth. | remember her telling me how she had walked
every bit of London on foot - and how she felt every bit of London was
thumping with life. She had a great interest in art and civilisation. When
listening to her talk, it was like unravelling pages from an intricate book of
history, or that you had just had the opportunity to sit and read an
encyclopaedia - except that you were conversing with one.

| remember, as a young girl my sisters who studied at Kinnaird, used to
talk so much about Professor Shamim Anwar and one of my sisters, Fariha,
who was shy, mentioned to me that she would always approach Professor
Shamim Anwar and say 'Salam' to her - since childhood | had a relentless
desire to get to know her more. One of the things that struck me about her
was that in her youth, when she went to study from McGill University in
Canada, she had the opportunity to settle there, but she believed in serving
Pakistan and returned back home after completing her Masters in History.

So much was her selflessness, that she chose to defer her Masters in
History, that she was due to start at Kinnaird College, to look after her
youngest brother when he was born, as her mother was advised complete
bed rest after the baby- she chose to look after him over her own career-
something few people would do today!

She also served as English editor of monthly Tolu-e-Islam magazine for
many years. She was an integral part of Bazm-e-Khawateen, Tolu-elslam,
Lahore which is another platform where | got to see more facets to her
incredible personality. It was through meeting with her that | realised that our
beautiful country Pakistan had been created for a purpose that was much
wider than geographical, racial, lingual boundaries and the mission of people
like Sir Syed, Igbal, Jinnah, and Pervez was to epitomise the Quran's
universal message of humanity, unity, equality, equity, peace, freedom of
will, and fairness in the governance system so that other countries could
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model this beautiful system as an alternative to the selfishness and its evil
repercussions observed in capitalism and the bureaucratic corruption
exhibited in communism of the time (and still observed today). The fact that
the government of Pakistan was hijacked by theocrats, the feudal class, and
capitalists with their own agenda's meant that the ideals of the Pakistan Idea
have not yet been achieved.

Professor Shamim Anwar was an advocate for the Quranic concept of
equality of men and women as propounded in Surah 6 verse 99 that says
mankind came into being from a single life cell and in believed in the
emancipation of women and she felt that women must not let themselves be
commoditised for the promotion of capitalistic gains - rather, their role was in
the self actualisation and nurturing of their latent potentialities which the
Almighty had provided them, and in promoting greater awareness, justice,
and in promoting scientific and rational methods of inquiry and advancement
for the benefit of society and humanity.

She will be missed every day!

Pakistan has been deprived of a great historian and humanitarian. In the
words of Igbal:

'Hazaro Saal Nargis Apni BeNoori Par Roti Hae

Bari Mushkil Sae Hota Hae Chaman Mae Deeda War Paeda’

May Allah swt forgive her errors, raise her ranks and grant her a place in
Jannah.Ameen.
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By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, after this beautiful ending of Surah Al-Infitaar Ly let
us begin Surah A/l-Mutaffifin (il 8 ) sw) as there is sufficient time still
left in our lecture today. This is Surah number 83 and it has deep

relationship with the last verse of the previous Surah in a special way.

Thematic continuity in the Quran

My dear friends, it is common practice for scholars to pronounce that there
is no continuity in the Quran. They say that the verses of the Quran do not have
thematic continuity. What can we say if our “scholars” are not privy to Quran's
deep mysteries? It was said in the last verse of Surah Al-Infitaar J&5l) :
A5 9an 501 B8 L B A5 95%(82:19) — [It will be] a Day when no human being
shall be of the least avail to another human being: for on that Day [it will
become manifest that] all sovereignty is God's alone [Asad]. In that period
there will be no power or authority whatsoever of humans over other humans.
All authority today seems political. But the real authority resides in economic
control. Through this economic control elites control the lives of masses. Thus
the masses become completely dependent on the system devised by the rich
and powerful. This form of dependence is an extreme kind of dependence as

Igbal says in his own unique style:
No one should, on anyone else, be at all dependent;
This, in a nutshell, is the code of Divine argument!
In the beginning of Surah Al-Infitaar ( ,&3Y1 ) it was mentioned that in the

period of ¢ (4I-din) all human authority was annulled except Allah's. It was
said that in that period no human will have authority or control over other
human. Concerning this economic control it is now mentioned in the very first
verse of the current Surah providing perfect thematic continuity: Gk &

(83:1)—Woe to those that deal in fraud [ Yusuf Ali].
My dear friends, the Quran's terminologies are very comprehensive. What
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we call capitalism today had not taken on an organized form that it has
acquired today. Nowadays it is being practiced as an 'ism' — as in capitalistic
system or capitalistic society — which was not the case in earlier times. There
was no comprehensive terminology for capitalistic system at the time; but,
nonetheless, all the constituents of capitalism were there. If we combine
together all those constituents mentioned in the Quran, then we get the
capitalism as it is practiced today. In these different constituents of capitalism
there are two significant terms the Quran has used: One is ¢aésié (Mutrafin) —
those who lead comfortable and luxurious life on the backs of others, on the
blood, sweat, and tears of others; and the otheris Gk, (Mutaffifin) — those
who squeeze others, stifle their abilities, and do not let their latent potential to
be developed. Before we come to the details of how this is done in capitalism it
1s necessary to provide some introductory remarks in order to appreciate what

the Quran has said in this Surah.
Asthe world knows there was bitter fight between the forces of Chiang Kai-

shek and the Communist forces. This fight was especially significant because
America was behind Chiang Kai-shek. Throughout history, if you notice, all
the capitalist and hegemonic powers always put someone else ahead to fight
and die. This was an important war of the time and the world knew that Chiang
Kai-shek was an American puppet. But he was defeated and fled to Taiwan

where he established his government.
What were the reasons for his defeat?
After the defeat of Chiang Kai-shek despite considerable military force and

equipment and resources provided by America, American government wanted
to know the reason for this defeat so that it could learn some lessons for future
adventures. Many journalists and intellectuals did considerable research and
enquiries about this defeat. Among them was a journalist named Jack Belden
who wrote a book about it entitled: China Shakes the World. In the preface of
his book on the very first page he has mentioned that all types of experts and
intellectuals did research and analysis to find the cause of Chiang Kai-shek's
defeat. But Belden wrote that what he found to be the main reason for this
defeat was this: That Chiang Kai-shek did not have a Mohammad to say to him

what he said to the Quresh.
The real reason for defeat is absence of human dignity
What had the Prophet told the Quresh that Belden referred to? Well, the
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Prophet (PBUH) told the Quresh:3ei5e)) 65 638 04201635 896% (89:17-18) —
O Quresh! The reason for your defeat was that you had established a society in
which common people were not considered worthy of respect and were left
alone to survive. Only the ones who had a strong party were considered worthy
of respect. And he told them that in your society there was no arrangement to
help a person who became indigent for any reason. The affluent neither helped
him, nor did they persuade others to do so. This was what Jack Belden came to
the conclusion for the defeat of Chiang Kai-shek. And that is why he wrote that
there was no such Mohammad (PBUH) to tell him this. Well, this isn't just a
case of Chiang Kai-shek and China but what the Prophet (PBUH) told the
Quresh is an Eternal Principle of politics. The defeat is certain for anyone if
there is no one like Mohammad (PBUH) to warn him of the verdict of this
Eternal Principle. The Quran says that humans have this strange characteristic.
{5 JE A S, LI 0B A RGN BT a1 R BB AL 6 (89:15-16) —
But as for man, whenever his Sustainer tries him by His generosity and by
letting him enjoy a life of ease, he says, "My Sustainer has been [justly]
generous towards me"; whereas, whenever He tries him by straitening his

means of livelihood, he says, "My Sustainer has disgraced me!" [Asad].
When humans turn away from the light of the revelation and do not use

knowledge and understanding then it means that they do not take the law of
action and consequence — the law of requital — seriously even if they are
warned about it. The fact is that when human beings turn away from the
guidance of & (Wahi or Revelation) and stop using their minds, then the
concept of law disappears from their sight. They forget that any good or bad
that happens is the result of individual or collective deeds. The one who does
not recognize this reality believes that all these things occur by chance. For
instance, owning to this erroneous thinking whenever life takes a favorable
turn, a person does not try to find out which actions of his brought about such
blessings in his life. Instead he says, “This is Allah's blessing which He
bestows on anyone He likes” — implying that there are no set laws or
regulations in this regard. However, when life takes an adverse turn and his
sustenance becomes restricted, he does not ponder on which action or attitude
of his brought this about. He immediately cries out, “My Sustainer has
despised and humiliated me for no crime or reason.” But they forget that:
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BAE) G BB aa 03a 89 6%6(89:17-18) — Nay, but ye (for your part) honor
not the orphan and urge not on the feeding of the poor [Pickthall]. You claim
that you did not do anything? Well, Allah does not humiliate anyone for no
reason. O Prophet (PBUH)! Tell those who think this way that they are
absolutely wrong. Allah does not despise or humiliate anyone without reason.
The reason for you being disgraced is that you have established a society in
which people, who are not considered worthy of respect, have been left alone.
Only the ones who have strong party are considered worthy of respect. And in
that society there is no arrangement that a person, who becomes indigent for
any reason, should not be deprived of sustenance. The affluent neither help

him, nor do they persuade others to do so.

Allah does not humiliate anyone

My dear friends, what these affluent people do next? They greedily devour
all that which comes into their possession by way of inheritance for their
forefathers. Also, at the same time — just as water flows down the valley
towards the low-lying places — they hatch plans so that the wealth of other
people is sucked towards them. o € ) 28538 BT&8 ¢£85(89:19-20) — and
you devour the inheritance [of others] with devouring greed, and you love
wealth with boundless love! [Asad]. Inthe capitalistic system, small amounts
of wealth continue to flow towards large amounts of wealth into the hands of
the rich; and all wealth is thus gets collected in the hands of the few. Such an
economic system cannot last long. That was why you were so humiliated and
disgraced. One doesn't receive respect and honor from Allah just by chance,
nor can this be indiscriminately snatched away. Both are the results of human
deeds. Remember! This is the thing that will bring destruction for Casik,
(Mutaffifin)— @@&5(83: 1)—Woe to those that deal in fraud [ Yusuf Ali].

Meaning of ik, (Mutaffifin) 3

Theroot ( _j_i b )meaning of &8s (Mutaffifin) is to give someone

something in an incomplete form that is of little use to him; to deliver a
premature baby camel ; to tie a camel's feet so that it is not able to walk at its
normal pace; to constrain one's abilities; to not let one actualize one's potential.
The very first verse of this Surah says that those who establish this kind of a
system — a system to suck the abilities of others, i.e., the system of Tatfeef
(«&.ik3) — are doomed. This is the meaning according to its root. But the Quran
explains the meaning right away in the next verses which do not require any
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other source of explanation (e.g., Zafsir or interpretation): ¢33 & FFEIE G
o4 23335 31 24396 157 (83:2-3) — those who, when they are to receive their due
from [other] people, demand that it be given in full — but when they have to
measure or weigh whatever they owe to others, give less than what is due!

[Asad]. This is the system of Tatfeef (—4k3).
The system of Capitalism is the system of Tatfeef (—-ik5)
My dear friends, you can very well imagine who these people are and what

the system is that they establish? In today's terminology it is called Capitalism.
These people suck the last drop of the blood of workers and give them in return
that is not enough even to fulfil their basic needs. And they do not give workers
freedom to move forward because of fear that they could pose a challenge to
them. They let workers move ahead only as much as is useful to them. They
clip them right away if they try to grow out of their specified limits just as they

clip abush that grows outside the set limits in their manicure garden.

How system of Tatfeef (—i.2-5) is implemented?

Limits are set, a blueprint is prepared, and boundary lines are drawn by the
all-powerful capitalists and their cohorts that no one is allowed to cross except
at one's own peril. Those who try to move forward are nipped in the bud; their
wings clipped right away. This is the process of Tatfeef( asks). They do not
give freedom because people will be able to actualize their abilities and realize
their potentials and challenge them. They want people to remain enslaved
forever. This is Tatfeef (—4-2k3 ). There is some subtle point here which makes
one rapturous the more one thinks about it and that is: 2555312356155 (83:3). In
this verse “ 22 ” means that when they measure human beings then they do not
give them their due worth. It is worth noting here that they “measure” human
beings. They put value on human worth. Did you see where the matter has
ended? Whatever they give that is a material thing. But they do not give what is

owed to workers in return for their effort.
Treatment of candidates under a capitalist system
Whenever one applies for a position then, besides many qualified

candidates being rejected, even the one who is offered the position never gets
his full worth under a capitalist system. Capitalist system is inherently based
on fraud. Those who sit at the top of the pyramid never do any work but decide
the fate of everyone else. These are the Gtk (Mutaffifin) and the Quran says
about them that &l &55(83:1) — Woe to those that deal in fraud [Yusuf Ali].
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These Gk, (Mutaffifin) will be destroyed. Please look at the relevance and
contrast between the verse where the previous Surah ended and the beginning
verse of the next Surah. The last verse of the previous Surah said that the
system of &3 (41-din) is to preserve the equality of human beings; it is to make
sure that all human beings are treated with equal dignity; that no human being
will be dependent on another human being for basic needs; that no human
being is exploited by any other human being; that everyone gets due result of
one's effort. The very first verse of this, the next Surah, says that those who
establish a system in opposition to this —the system of Tatfeef (waks) — will
suffer ultimate destruction: Gkl &% (83:1). The Quran then says:28f &l &% 41
&¥as (83:4)— Do they not think that they will be called to account? [ Yusuf Ali].
i.4hi Human beings are crushed under capitalism, i.e.,

the system of Tatfeef (—i.ik5)

My dear friends, the capitalists make sure that they have taken all the
precautions against all dangers against their system but the Quran says that
they are in delusion about it. They think that no one can harm their system; that
their system is foolproof. But, again, our traditional translations of this verse
shift this accountability to the Hereafter. For example: Do they not know that
they are bound to be raised from the dead [Asad]? Well, the capitalists are
crushing human beings here, in this world. So, should they be allowed to
continue to crush human beings and continue to squeeze them and continue to
suck people's blood until the Hereafter? Would no one question them until
then? Is this the system of Deen in which the Quran says that there will be no
human rule over humans? When the Quran says: — §5623 &9\ 35l idals 031 %l
&880 89748 S5 #(9:33) — The system that Allah gave to humanity as a code of
life called Al-Deen (&33) by the Quran will, ultimately, prevail over all other
systems of life designed and developed by human minds: — then would this
wretched situation remain even under this system of A1-Deen (&33) as well that
no matter what is done to human beings there will be no one to hold the blood
suckers accountable here in this world; that their accountability would be
postponed until the Hereafter? Then, in that case, what is the use of 4/-Deen
(&39) for the suffering humanity here, in this world? How well the poet Ghalib
has said:

You may be Maryam's son, so what?
If you don't cure my pain, so what?
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Please remember my friends, the Quran has been sent to cure the pain of

humanity in this world.
We have to determine the correct meanings of Quran's words
I have mentioned many times that if we are able to determine the correct

meanings of the words and terms of the Quran then the matter becomes
completely clear. All our books of interpretations (7afsirs) and hadith were
compiled under the rule of kings. All our translations and interpretations of the
Quran are based on those earlier narrations, hadiths, and the original
interpretations that were written and compiled during that period. This is the
reason the verse:&as 2512014591 (83:4) is translated as: Do they not know that
they are bound to be raised from the dead [Asad]? In this verse the word “Eaj”
(Ba'as) has come whose root meaning is to remove someone from the path.
Look at how the meaning of this verse changed as a result of taking the root
meaning of the word “¢#25”? These people, these capitalists, these Chik,
(Mutaffifin) who do not give the proper return when they measure and value
human worth and thus have become barrier and hindrance in the path of
humanity — are they under the illusion that they will not be removed from the
path of humanity? That they will continue to suck the blood of humanity until
the Day of Judgment? If that was the case then it will be an eternal
hopelessness and despair for the humanity. But it is not going to happen. The
first evidence of this comes from the life and struggle of the Prophet (PBUH)
as to how they were removed from the path of humanity. How the system of
G5 (A1-din) was established by the Prophet (PBUH) and how it overpowered
and removed all those blood-sucking systems of Tatfeef (<.2k3) of the time. As
a result no one was dependent; no one was subjugated and exploited. The
struggle that the Prophet (PBUH) had with the powerful capitalists and high
ranking priests of the Quresh — it was not about idols and i1dol worship as is
made out to be? We believe the story that the Quresh were idol worshippers
and had kept idols inside the Ka'ba and the Prophet (PBUH) removed those
idols from there; and thus his struggle with the Quresh was over. But then we

didn't have this struggle because we don't have idols to remove?
The real struggle was with (12355 (Mutaffifin) and s34 (Mutrafin)
My dear friends, this struggle was not about idol worship. The Quran goes

so far as to say to its followers to not say bad things about idols; to not use any
derogatory remarks against them. This struggle was against the Casil, |
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(Mutaffifin) and s34 (Mutrafin). It is being emphasized here that what do
these Gk (Mutaffifin) and gudsis (Mutrafin) think? Do they think that no
one will be able to dislodge them; that no one will be able to remove them from
the path of humanity? The big question is: When will they be removed? And
the answer: g, (83:5) — On a Mighty Day [ Yusuf Ali]. This will be a Day of
a fundamental mighty revolution. That is when these ik, (Mutaffifin) and
s (Mutrafin) will be raised from their powerful platforms and removed
from the path of humanity that they had been blocking. And this mighty
revolution did occur at the hands of the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions
during the first period of Islam. After this period the ik, (Mutaffifin) and
nd34 (Mutrafin) brought back their system of capitalism and imposed it on the
Ummah that has been continuing among us for thousand years and, in fact, has
spread to the entire world now. So, the question is: was that challenge only
againstthe ik (Mutaffifin) and ks (Mutrafin) of the Quresh who were
removed from the way? That the Quran solved this problem then and that was
1t? Well, the Quran is the guidance for solving problems of humanity forever.
The same institutions of Mulukiyyah, capitalism, and priesthood came back
with a vengeance and entrenched themselves. But the Quran is a challenge
against all of them even now as it was then. Therefore, the current Giik,
(Mutaffifin) and ga35%é (Mutrafin) will also be removed in accordance with the
Quran's guidance as they were removed then, in the first period of Islam. And
again it will happen: sk »3(83:5) — On a Mighty Day of Revolution; On the
Day of Fundamental Revolution. 4 ('Adzeem) means bones which forms the
fundamental structure. So, this revolution will be unlike any other revolution
in history. This will be a fundamental revolution, and, as a result of this
revolution, Gk, (Mutaffifin) and ¢ué5s (Mutrafin) will be removed from
the path of humanity once again.

My dear friends, what is that revolution and when will it happen? We will
take these questions in our next lecture as the time up for today's lecture.
AR A 83138 s
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware
of what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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