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s% DONATIONS
TOLU-E-ISLAM TRUST F RS FOR THE| :
. CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE FOLLOWING FUNDS :
E !H_IMT.'&'IPE-NAEL’WWA'I‘ FUND |
| e A — —— 3
% 1. Bazm Tolu-c-Isham Kuwait Rx. 50,000 ::
e 2. Prof. Dr. Zahida Durrani Rs. L1000 :
3 3. Malik Huanif Wajdani Rs. 100 i
- 4, Bazm Tolu-c¢-1skam Saudi Arabin Rs, 20004} i '
E 5. Dr, Shahhiv Ahmed Florida Rs.  B.R00 5
3 6. Bazm Tolu-¢-1stam London Rs, 36,000 !
7. Mr. Muhammad Ighal Lahore Rs. 330 ;
3 8.\Ch. Jamshed Bashir USA Rx: 358 E
K 9, Mrs. Nasira Shahid USA Rs. 220 3
b (5 g : 2
ASBABE ZAWALE UMMAT PROJECT
1. Mr. Ubedur Rahman Arain Rs. 120,000 ’
2. Prof Dr. Zahida Durrani Rx. ol,000 :
EDUCATION AID FUND|
; 1. Prof. Dr. Zahida Durrani Rs. 70,000 .
7 2. Mrs, Kalsoom Saced USA Rs. 19,320 -:
E - e 3
i | BOOKS FOR LIBRARIES | ;
: : : 3 3
i Prof Dr. Zahida Durrani R, 40,000 :
: |mmpumﬁ?ﬂnn | ;
Mr. Muhammaid Khan Shamsi ' e Rs. 1,24.200 E
1 GENERAL PURPOSES |
3 1. Dr. Tahir Mahmud USA Rs. 46000 ;
: 2. Mr. M.H.Ruxi England Rs. 10,000
d b
.
= o
Exccutive Head E
Tolu-e-Islam Trust !
o B e e A L e L L L L B R L i e L G R e .E-

TR LT e
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TO LEARN MORE AND MORE ABOUT ISLAM
PLEASE REMAIN IN TOUCH WITH WEB PAGE
http://www.toluislam.com
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LIBRATION OR SEPARATION

BY

Tanveer Mufti (Sweeden)

Ewery year in December, my Eangladeshi Muslim
brothers celebrate the anniversary of their liberation.
As a Musfim | have lo think about what they were
liberated from. | do not want lo hunt anybody's
feelings, but | have to guestion why we Muslims are
so far away from Islamic ideclogy.

Allama Mohammad Igbal presented the
“Theory of Two Nations® and stated that it was from
the Qur'an. According to the Qur'an, there are only
two nations which exist on this earth, the Muslims
and the Non-Muslims. The Qur'an says. “If is He who
has created you; and of you, are some that are
Unbelievers, and some that are Believers: and God
sees well, all that ye do”{64/2). In the Curan, the
believers are called ‘Mammins' and the unbelievers
are the 'Kaffirin'. According to Allama lgbal's theory,
all believers belong to one nation withoul any
distinction of language, custom, cullure or colour.
“The Believers are but, a single brotherhood'.
(45/10),

Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) exemplified
this well. Non Arabs like the Bilal of Habsha (now
Ethiopia), Salman of Faras (lran) and Saheeb of
Rome were closest to the Prophet (PEUH). They
were not Arabs and lheir languages, culture and
{raditions were very different, but they all belonged to
the same nation, the 'Nation of Islam’. On the Gther
hand, Abu-Jahal of Mecca, an uncle of the Prophet
(PBUH} and Abu-Lahab were Arabs. bul they fought
against the Prophet (FBUH). Also Abu Bakar's own
son; Omar's uncle; and Ali's brother Ageel were all
on the other side, especially during wars. Prophet
Noah (PBUH) did the same thing when he left his
own son and the community. Prophet Abraham
(PBUH) told-his people, * ... And | will ium away
from you (alf) and from (hose whom ye invoke
besides God". (19/48)

This then is the definition of a ‘Nation® in
Isilam. According to the: Quran, the naton of
Believers is called Ummat-a-Mchammedia. On the
basis of the two nation Iheory, Pakistan was
established as the first country in the name of Islam
and its philosophy. The dream of Allama Igbal was
to lay the foundation of the Nation of Islam, because
he was disappointed with the form of [siam in the
Midaie East countries and lran, He saw the need to
establish a state'on purely Islamic grounds! ongin

which the Mushms of India could also be liberated
from Hindu prejudice.

Non-Muslim nalions, especilly the weslem
world did nol accept the theory of wo nations
because they felt that if it became successful, then
one day all Muslims of the world will unile and
become one nation. thereby becoming major power
lo deal wilth

During their colomal rute, non-Muslims
started injecting nationalism in their colonies. Il was
in their intersst 1o keep people separated on lhe
grounds of their different languages, culture, caste.
colour, traditions or faith. Whereas they succeeded
in this, one effect was thal their own countries began
to be affected by nationalism Hitler of Nazi
Germany was one such example. Western countries
now had lo batlle against nationalism at home.
However, it still suited them fo keep the rest of the
world, particularly Islamic countries, aparl. Take for
example the European Communily (EC). While more
and more countries are joining EC, Turkey which has
been irying o oblain membership for many years is
sfill not being accepted due lo its Muslims majority
and Isiamic traditions. Similarly, whereas all former
Yugoslavian states could become independent, a
major war resulled when Bosma, with its Muslim
majority declsred  independence. Serbian
angression on Muslims continued for 4-5 years and
neither Europe nor the USA stopped this. Indirectly
they even helped the Chnstian Serbs and Croales.
See what the Qur'an says. “The Unbelievers are
protectors. one of another”. (B/73)

Quite clearly they did not want a Muslim
state in the heart of Europe, and now they are
working on uniting their own people as a nation.
They do nol, however, want lo see the Muslims as
one nation, This then was the main reason for the
separaticn of the Bengalis from Pakistan. The West,
with the help of India which newver accepied the
liberation of Muslims. have been trying since 1947 o
prove the twe-nation theory wrong. They
successiully manipulsted unrest amongst the Bengali
Muslims. The Quran wams: "Ye who believe! Take
nol into. your confidence, those outside your ranks,
they will not fail to corrupt you. They only desire your
nein™ (31118), No Mushim should forgel what Indira
Gandhi said in the Indian parliament after the fall of
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Dhaka. She stated that it was not the sucfess of her
government or the Indian army, bul that it was the
defeat of a ‘wrong or false’ ideology. To quole her:
“Oakistan movement was buill on @ wrong ideology,
and after 25 years, this has been proved. The
Qur'an says that *Rank hatred has already appeared
from their mouths: what their hearis conceal is far
worse” (3/118). In fact india celebrated the defeal of
the ideology of Islam, which Indira Gandhi called a
‘wrong ideclogy’.

It is still not over. Pakistanis continuously a
targel of international conspiracies, because the
west. which is the natien of non-Musfims, wants to
prove that the theory of two nalions was and is a
failure, Al reguiar intervals, there is unrest in
Pakistan, wilh different ‘nations’ such as the Pathan,
Punjabi, Sindhi, Baluchi and lalely the Mahajirs,
arising time and again. In fact there cannot be
different nations in the nation of Islam. The Quran
wamns of such nationalism: “fs thal the belfer
anterfainment, or the tree of Zagqgum. For we have
{ruly made it (as) & tnal for the wrong-doers, For itis
a lrea that springs oul of the botfom of hell fire, The
shoots of its fruil-stafks, are like the heads of devils™
(37/62-65 and also 44/43-48). So why are these so
called ‘naticns’ being eslablished, separating from
main siream Islam; none winning anything - while the
nation of Islam remains a definite loser?

Mobody denies the misjustice and
oppression which the Pakistanis have suffered in
Bengal. But family problems are not soived in this
way, The West and Hindu India, with some
Bengalis, crealed ‘mass psychosis” in Bengal.
(Another example of mass psychosis was what
happened to the Germans under Hitler}

Mo scciely or religion can sccepl
suppression, in any form. lslam loo is very much
against suppression. Such problems should be
discussed and soived within the family
Unforfunately, the nation of non-Muslims was
successful in exploiting Mushim family problems, and
the army had 1o become involved io safeguard the
ideclogy. The army centainly did many things which
were regrettable and nobody can defend these, but
what else could they have dope?

Let me aszk, what can the Bangiadesh
Governmenl and army do to save the country and ils
ideclogy. if some pesple want lo systematically hurt

the nation, and lo create separation, because they
are getling suppart in this. from external enemies? It
is not a matter of this particular country; no nation will
aliow the loss of its identity. Even western powers,
who claim to promote human rights, will do whatever
is necessary for their ideclogy and interests to be
safeguarded. | must stress again; ‘| am nol
defending any bloodshed or killings.

The ideclogy of Isiam must be saved, and il
is on this ideclogy that Pakistan was established,
The nation of non-Musiims was successful in hurting
tha ideclogy of 1stam and its theory of two nations. In
recent limes, the SEFARATION of Bengali Muslims
became Ihe biggest tragedy in the histary of Istam. |
believe lhat the nation of non-Musiims celebrated
their victory much more than Bengalis did.  The
Qur'an menlions clearly, “If sught tha! is good befalls
you, it greves them; bul i some misforfune
ovértakes you, they refoice at i - (31120)

\We Muslims have cne Alish, one Prophet
(PBUH), one Gook, the Quran, wiuech s our
constitution. Our [2nguages can be different and our
culture and traditions can differ but we are cne; this
is what Islam is saying. We have accepted Islam as
an ideology. It was bestowed on Arabs and the
constitution is written in Arabic. and we read it in
Arabic, We say our prayers in Arabic, and al thal
time we do not think that it is not our language:

As long as we conlinue 1o consider
purselves as different nations; we can never be
powerful. We cannot develop, because the nation of
non-Muslims will never aliow us lo progress. We
have ample evidence of this:

Thus it is & strange day of December, when
some people of 2 nation celebrate with joy, while
some of the same nation feel sorrow. | do not know
wham to join.

To date Pakistan, due to non-Mushm
conspiracies and corrupl. politicians. has: failed to
prove the Theory of Two Mations, | wish and pray
that the true Muslims of Bengal can come fonward
and 1ake over that role for which Pakistan came into
existence: 1o work for the one ‘Mation of Islam’. |
pray to my Allah, lo unite the "Ummal-e-Wahda® the
Mation of Isiam. May Allah not atiow us 1o be
separated form Ummat-e-Muslimeen, Ameen.

| am a citizen of Sweden, but my Mationality is-1slam
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known Englishman said: “On every catastrophe are written the words ‘too
late’.” It may be that some of us today, on this Igbal Day, resolve to make this
Islamic State truly Islamic by the re-orientation of these fundamental things that

bring about the realisation & C.ld)lLaly ;s (32 |, thus paving the way
towards a 4-3ULLES  or renaissance.

A st
/@/____..4;,: ,:ujuf*d/u;v/._.ﬁm
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This is one more proof that the poet does not consciously take to reading
but follows the mood. The wind bloweth where it listeth. The man who blames is
wrong. The man who expects more is wrong. The poet is a poet-- neither a
thinker nor a philosopher. So the ideas keep on agitating the poetic mind and the
poet keeps on responding to them. The difference is that *ideas’ not ‘sensations’

are the agents.

The same is the case with Shakespeare, to give another example of a great
poet. For centuries his people have tried to find his opinions. But the result has
been no more successful than with Igbal. Talking of Shakespeare, Aldous Huxley
puts down his own experience in these words:

“If you say absolutely everything, it all tends to cancel out
into nothing, which is why no explicit philosophy can be
dug out of Shakespeare. But as a metaphysics by
implication, as a system of beauty — truths constituted by
the poetic relationships of scenes and lines .. The plays are
the equivalent of a great theological summa. And, of course,
if you chose to ignore the negatives that cancel them out,
what extra-ordinary isolated utterances of perfectly explicit
wisdom!™

Let me end this address by pointing out that these anniversaries are not
ends in themselves. Unless they are celebrated with their full meaning, they will
lead us no where. Let us make them Islamic in the true sense of the word: but
Islamic they can become only when their real ‘Meaning’ is appreciated and their
essential object realised. For Islam, while it does make use of forms to some
extent, holds that they are only symbols of a deeper reality. Unless their true
spirit is sought. and their meaning realised, they become only external shows a
kind of idolatry, which Islam prohibits. As a poet says:

ST rnetet

So long as worldly purposes and outside shows are incentives of thesis
celebrations, they are ._.-]:.:-— . They become Islamic only when their true spirit
is sought and followed.

I have already said that 1 have come here to try to clarify the position of
Science, Philosophy and Arts in an Islamic State. It is necessary that we should
take a correct stand in these matters, if we mean to survive, because, as a well-
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are merely reactions to Goethe’s poem addressed to gods:

“You lead us into life.

Then you let the poor one become guilty
Then leave him over in pain,

Because all guilt is revenged on earth.”

This is how Goethic speaks in his demoniac mood, while poor Hafiz
would go only to the Iength of saying:

.:'.{;:,LJ/ ,( e d}z,r;;‘ stl;t....ml _Jf,#_a‘ou/

When Igbal reads u-" Vi _-J'.-’Jl he says (—"’ (=t i'"“"" “I too
have created gods, worshipped them and broken them.” Here he is not busy with
his nor even in a mood to say.

g e st jﬁﬁfﬁéfq"&ﬂﬁ

He is not even building the 6:3—1. in that mood like Rumi who is
all the time busy with his own naifs and says: ff' ,;,..J %ple. Now put these

words by the side of Igbal’s poetry S vy 2,05 which occur in his
following four verses: r = r -

/
(2'-’-/,-;/%1 el ';'-./_-.-,)»QJ O
" . e | i
S A

In this mood, Igbal is visualising the man’s search of Nature as a
Scientist’ who goes to study Nature without keeping in mind 01-4'-6-«!1J: L. If
he had kept that 24 @—| in mind, then the process of s ijad hémg
would not have produced this result. There tooin (318 3j| there were enough
- 27 Obviously  Awenfisd would have made no difference, for

(3L_5%i ¢4 would have served the purpose. But the mood at that time was
not |. Had the reading been, as we said above, L,l.ﬁu-,.j‘:_j..‘,rl_. then % would
have intuitively led to '_'i.‘l
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Now which is the typical form of Greek art in which they could best
express themselves and even hardly have on equal up to our times? It can be said
without fear of contradiction that it is Sculpture and that too limited to the
representation of ‘Human Form’. No people have chiselled out of stone more
beautiful human forms than the Greeks. The two best specimen of their art that
they have left to the succeeding ages are Apollo of Belvendere and Venus of
Milo. They disclose human form at its best. That is what inspired the Greek
artist at a time when Dionysus was the chief Greek god and when the spirit of
grape wine was the chief moving agent to put the man in his best spirits. There
was no question at that time for man to seek anything but the external.

However, Igbal calls our attention by these emphatic words:

a*ffjﬁuﬁit}}baﬂ 320 ...‘}L:b{{):fﬂ

And he further elucidates the point by declaring:

J u'l/}-’ fu"u“'—-‘ LH—@HFJ; 'lﬁ’ JU"’-:’

To sum up our [.msumn. so0 far we have tried to show that Igbal is not
inspired at the level of ‘form’ and *sensations’ but at the level of *Ideas’; in other
words, the ‘Meaning', So far, then, his art is Islamic art, which he thinks has not
yet come into existence. For the time being we are not in a position to talk about
Painting and Music because that would be a subject by itself. The question is:
does Igbal deal with ‘Ideas’ as a philosopher would do? Does he sit down to
analyse them, classify them, create theories out of them as a thinker would do?
If that were so, Igbal’s poetry will not move us at all. It will be what we call
‘didactic verse’. But the most of Igbal’s poetry is not only lyrical but most times
moves our depths. So it satisfies the definition of Milton that it is “emotional’ and
‘emotion-creating’. It differs from Milton’s definition only in one respect, that it
is not ‘sensuous’ but ‘ideal’. The poetry of Igbal could be defined as ‘simple,
sensuous and passionate’,

It is, therefore, that I have many yvears ago called lgbal’s works “Museun
of Ideas’. Almost every idea that was prevalent in his time, he takes note of as an
object of artistic inspiration, is attracted and stimulated by it, and responds to it.
He reads Nietzsche and for the time speaks in the language of Nietzsche because
he has taken note of it. He even uses his phraseology. He calls peaceful men as
‘lambs’  _isa.wwsS. At one time he is most impressed by Goethe, particularly by
that which used to be called demoniac by Goethe. His 2,8 and such
pronouncement as



TOLU-E-ISLAM 38 April 1998

Let us, therefore, examine the fundamental position of the Quran. The Quran
starts with- 131. What- ¢(,=31 indicates is: ‘Read the meaning in the symbol’.
The entire nature is a symbol to Quran. You have to catch at its meaning. When
you have been the recipient of it, then make use of- O (expression)
which has been taught to you. Expression is both verbal as well as written; the
pen and the writing is emphasised in “th‘-:_’lﬁ}(}ab o which is the 2nd surah of
the Quran following- .;_Fjil the first one.

Do these very first words of the Quran represent any values that were
previously existent? We know only two fundamental values at the biological
level: to assimilate food to preserve life and to propagate and perpetuate the
human species. Here these two values are represented by feeding the mind and
assimilating that food- $!,°%|, and then to give birth and create an issue through
self-expression. In one word, spiritual ones substitute the values at the biological
level. That is the fundamental difference between the levels of earlier religions
and Islam, Material life in Islam is only a means but the stress lies on the life of
mind and spirit L. ) S‘,g;u-:-dli‘:d Usadly Jui- But the actual &giw are your
spiritual issues. Whatever you produce from mind and spirit. are your children.
Those who understand this much, have no difficulty in deciphering the actual
position of Islam in the historical development of Religion.

With these preliminary viewpoints we are now in a position to review the
history of Art, specially so far as it pertains to the Greeks: because that has been
our pivetal point while examining the position of Science and Philosophy. When
speaking of Greeks and of Ethics and Logic of Aristotle on the occasion of the
Fifth Session of the Philosophical Congress (March 15) we said that at that
particular juncture, man was just becoming aware of his mind, and the toddler
mind was learning to lisp, uttering words and trying to express itself, although in
some other parts of the earth it had gone far beyond that stage. For example, in
China, Confucius’s moral philosophy is miles ahead of Aristotelian Ethics. But,
the West, as we mentioned above, becoming suddenly alive and conscious of
itself and inspired by ‘power- thought’, chose to start philosophy from the
Greeks. That has gone on since then. So far were they drunk with power that
they believed that humanity could be kept in the dark for all times. They did not
even realise that an attempt to turn the Greeks into *Westerners’ and entirely
different from the *Easterners’ was a silly attempt, when the very words of the
language of the Greeks disclosed that they were the nearest. cousins of the
Iranian people, and had gone only a few hundred miles from home to Asin
Minor. Their development took place im Asia Minor and Egypt rather than in
Greece.
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understand the position of Islam in the evolution of man. Europe when it came
of age refused even to admit that religion was subject to evolution and was
historical. They persisted to write “Judaism, Islam and Christianity™: they
would not have Christianity before Islam, because the importance of
Christianity would then be historically reduced. All the same, that writing to the
understanding mind was a clear anachronism. It falsified and misrepresented
History.

What is the main difference between Islam and other religions? The first
and the foremost are that Islam reduced formalism and ceremonials to the
minimum. Earlier religions emphasised ‘ceremony’ and ‘form’ to the utmost. No
religious function was performed but as a ceremonial by the priest, and in a
proper set-up in a formal place, be it a church or a synagogue. Even thinking
was a sin in a devotee.
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Here I may be excused for another deviation. It will not be out of place to
explain here why 1 chose to come to Karachi to attend this function. This was
mainly because during the last month (March) two important Conferences had
taken place, one on Humanities and the other on Philosophy. In both of them I
had somehow to participate. This enabled me to make the position of Islam clear
so far as Science and Philosophy are concerned. The present occasion was a
Godsend occasion for me to put down my ideas about Art and Islam, especially
in the presence of Igbal’s suggestion that Islamic art has not come into existence
at all.

So far we have been talking about poetry directly or indirectly. A few
words about the position of Islam may be permitted. Sufficient talk about
Nature has also gone on in Igbal’s phraseology, although at times Igbal
separates Nature as ‘is” from Art as ‘ought’, and makes one believes as if Art is
outside Nature. Here we might for the sake of clarification, quote the
Shakespearean lines:

“Nature is made better by no means
But Nature makes that mean.”
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bound up with the sensuous. No lyric poefry ever came into existence but
through the sensuous. They considered talk about ‘ideas’ as cold philosophical
teaching through the form of verse. Therefore, to them such a composition was
more ‘formal’ than inspired. Here Igbal runs down the very ‘Form’ itself. He
wants ‘Meaning’ and nothing less. Rumi goes much further. He will have
nothing to do with ‘Forms® of any kind. Ghazzali in his own inimitable
philosophic way puts it down that the next universe is the universe of ‘meaning’
not of *form’.

Now any one might ask, can ‘meaning’ reach us unless it is dressed in a
*form’? Idea is defined as *‘meaning of a symbol’, yet there are no ideas apart
from symbols, whether natural or linguistic, expressing and embodying them.

The reply to these arguments is that the ‘form’ cannot be done away with,
but the stress and the spotlight is on the *meaning’ and not on ‘form’ as such.
This may be illustirated this wise. In earlier times, discovery of a plot and
originality of a tale was the main glory of a literary composition. The Quran
changed all that. It relates old gisas (stories) with an entirely new significance.
The'qissd' (tale) itself was of no importance; it was the new wine put in old bottles
that mattered. Iqgbal would not be satisfied only with wine in a bottle but seeks
significance further than wine itself:

5%;)4{"'% !.r,..::-}u!u} ﬂ.;bj;; Iv d-"n:;":/ Q’f L."’"!’.

This Quranic lead initiated and set up a new fashion in the literary world.
that the most representative writers of the nation unconsciously followed. Dante
and Shakespeare would take up an old tale and would try to give it a new
meaning. All the Shakespearean plots are old stories. He has not invented a
single one. But the meaning that he has given them is entirely new. Milton
followed suit. Goethe, the most representative of the German literatk’ also
instinctively followed this Iashmn His Faustus vas treated by many wnlers
before him, and so also his Iphugrmu But the' ‘Iphigenia’ and the'Faustus’ of
Goethe have entirely different significance than the earlier works. All this
proves, as we have been mentioning all along, that Meaning and not the Form
had become of consequence, since the Quran came,

Now the point that needs further clarification is: How is it Islamic? We
have already mentioned that the Quran set the fashion. But that was only our
implication. At the present time, more that at any other period in Muslim
History, it is necessary for the people who call themselves ‘Muslims® clearly to
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Still a further elucidation of the point comes:
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This last one, not to tire the reader, brings out the very word Meaning the
significance of which we will speak later on:
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Rumi went very much further. Even at the cost of being- T/L= he

declared
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. .—\l.! this should make it clear to the reader, that Igbal’s concern is
Meaning and not the Form. However, it should not be understood that he avoids
the forms or concerns himself exclusively with the Meaning. That will amount to
misreading the situation. It is not that he avoids Forie delikberately, but rather
the agent of inspiration if meaning, not form. This inspiration, as Igbal himself
says, is a natural ‘gift’ —
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His inspiration does not arise at the level or Form but at the level of Idea.

This brings us to the definition of poetry, the classical one, thatMilton
once formulated, He said poetry must be “simple, sensuous passionate”™. But we
find that Igbal will have nothing te do with the ‘sensuous’. All the verses that we
have quoted above make it perfectly clear that he is neither moved by the
‘sensuous’ nor the “sensation’. His inspiration is set in motion only at the level of
‘Idea’ or “Meaning’. The earlier writers would have called this kind of poetry as
‘didactic verse’ not fit to be called ‘poetry’ at all, became their inspiration was
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recitation of a single decadent, if his art can lure his fellows
to his song or picture, may prove more ruinous to a people
than whole battalions of an Attila or a Changeg.”

‘For the time being, we need not worry about the actual words of Iqbal
(which might be misinterpreted as we mentioned ahm e) that the artist is to put
in conscious efforts to achieve as great a result as- wlaﬂrhuﬂéd' For the nonce,
we might address ourselves only to one problem: What is “Islamic poetry™ and
how does it differ from the non-Islamic one? Having esiablished that there are
many varieties of art, we will try to find out what kind is Igbal’s art, and
whether by any chance it does present what he conjectured to be ‘lslamic
poetry’.

Between the Greeks and Tolstoy came the master of Igbal, the great
Rumi, whose opinion we will quote below in his own words. En passant we may

quote Caliph Umar who said.
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Now says Rumi:
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Thus, Rumi composed poetry for the entertainment of his friends and
that, in his own words, he was actually “sick of sha‘r”.

Now we may quote Igbal’s own words about his poetry. Says he:
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thiuusl;. Igbal considers “sight™. (N]gah} as the essences of poetry, all
else being trappings and means to express it. He tries to explain his concept of
nigah (sight) as:
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He further clears his position in the following beautiful lines:
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The words are a bit ambiguous, Someone might think that the artist has
to put in a continuous efforts to harmonise *is’ with ‘ought’; or that Nature plays
no essential part in our lives. But that would not be correct. Igbal himself says:
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Obviously- fkf."s!- represents the environment or Nature that enables the spark
- > to flare up.

The fact is that in the artist ‘is’ is harmonised with ‘ought’ by Nature
itself, and his function in human society, therefore, is to bring a resolution of
discord between ‘is’ and ‘ought’ by sheer warbling. If so, why then so much
criticism of the warbler! Why the reproach - (3305} ~~Why even
?ﬂuhacy,‘"”ﬁf even though the modification comes through- ’,‘,rllqul,yg:and-
-;;G'le;fg.,,SD then, there seem to be two kinds of poets: some speak hikmat while
others only lead to eternal fire.

We get a hint form Igbal, however unconscious, in the last passage of his
*Foreword; in which he says:

“And in so far as the cultural history of Islam is concerned,
it is my belief that with the single exception oi Architecture,
the art of Islam (Music, Painting and even Poetry) is vet to
be born -- the art, that is to say, which aims at the human
assimilation of divine attributes- ,i".l['jur{. i_,.il;""

This clearly indicates that there are not only different kinds of poetry and
art, but al#o there is a possibility of ‘Islamic poetry’ and ‘lslamic art’. Here it
may be pointed out that the Quran and Igbal are not the only sources to suggest
this variety, but as early as Greek times, Plato won’t have poets in his Republic.
Even in more recent times, Tolstoy was dead against the art of his day-——music
included. The dangers of a *doubtful art’ we may again describe in the words of
Iqbal himself from his very same *Foreword’.

“The spiritual health of people largely depends on the kind
of inspiration which their poets and artists receive. But
inspiration is not a maiter of choice. It is a gift, the
character of which cannot be critically judged by the
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I am very grateful to the President and the Council of the Ighal Academy fin
having given me this apportunity to share the honour of participating in this important
function.

The resurrection of mud was the rose. Or. vou may sav gil rose as gol. while it
was destined for the honeybee to hecome the poet. Igbal in his *Foreword’ to Ghalib's
illustrated edition, MURAACGUA-I-CHUGHTAL says: “The modern age  sechs
inspiration {from Nature. But Nature simply ‘is” and her function is mainly to chstruct
our search for *ought’ which the artist must discover within the deeps of his own heme ™

* Address at the lgbal Day Celebrations at Karachi (April 1958)
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