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IQBAL, THE POET AND THE POLITICIAN
[A Rebuttal To Rafiq Zakaria] '

By
Shamim Anwar

' In a revolutionary situation, in any given space and time, it is the productive and
.posi_tive contribution of creative people--artists, writers, teachers, leaders which make
ali the difference. To begin with the changes are imperceptible; we call it a revolution
the moment the changes become perceptible. All this entails a great deal of team work
and mutual rapport among_the creative individuals, even if it may be in twos and threes.
The French Revolution, Italian and German unification, the Russian and Chmese
Revolution, the struggle for independence in the Third World—- a study of all these
show team work at some level or the other. In our own struggle, the friendship and
team work between Igbal and Jinnah is a classic example. Their coming together is
even more significant because in their case it was the creation of a new frontier in
South Asia on an ideological basis. It was indeed a new phenomenon in the onrush of
ideas and institutions emanating from the West which were sweeping the minds of the
non-western world and still are overpowering them.

In this context I recently came across a book, the publication of 1993, titled
“Igbal, the Poet and the Politician", by Rafiq Zakaria from India. Of course we cannot
expect a sympathetic and favourable approach from anyone in India, but it is not
possible to ignore when the author makes an ugly and machiavellion thrust on the team
work of Igbal and Jinnah in order to justify Indian territorial nationalism. He has
attacked the Pakistan Movement from various angles very deviously and craftily and all
these need to be rebuttaled, but at the moment I am restricting myself to the equation
between Iqbal and Jinnah which he has targetted very viciously. Below I am quoting
the significant examples from the post-1930 phase, a turning point in the history of
Mustim India and coming together of her two great sons.

" After his (Iqbal) Allahabad address,” writes Rafiq Zakaria, " "most Hindus had

,begun to distrust his motives; the Muslim leaders were also unhappy with his role '
They found him impractical and not easy to comprehend Jinnah had never taken Igbal
seriously, hence he did not pay much attention to his politics." Further on he savs.
" when Jinnah took over the Presidentship of the All India Muslim League on returning
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trom London, he retained Igbal as President of the Punjab Provincial League. He had
no choice --- Had Jinnah found a suitable alternative he would certainly have replaced
Igbal for there was no love lost between the two". Regarding Igbal's letters to him,
Ratiq Zakaria says, “obviously he (Jinnah) was not impressed by Igbal's solution (in the
enforcement of the Law of Islam). The Quatd-e-Azam never allowed the shariah to
enter his thinking, his approach remained secular." Then he adds " The story of Igbal's
ctforts to woo Jinnah and Jinnah's reluctance to befriend him politically makes painful
reading. Thus, Igbal and Jinnah never grew close to each other, nor did the Qaid-e-
Azam regard the poet as of great help to him  Jinnah had always taken Igbal to be a
dreamer; he had no patience with dreamers.” Quoting Nehru's ~“Discovery of India",
Rafig Zakaria refers to Nehru's visit to Igbal in Lahore. Igbal said to Nehru ~what is
there in common between hnnah and you? He is a politician. You are a patriot”.
{more will be said about 1t later) The author's comments are: "Igbal did not consider
Jinnah more than just a pelitician.  Jinnah dismissed 1gbal as a mere poet" Also *'Jinnah
continued to show no regard for Igbal and his colleagues; he did not even send a
message to the Igbal Day function held in 26 December 1937 in Lahore."

The above quotes and comments from Rafiq Zakaria are, | am sure adequate to
pin-point the author's objective to put in a wedge between Jinnah and Igbal and thereby
cast doubts and prepare grounds in the name of scholarship, to shatter the division of
indian Motherland. Talking about scholarship, should a scholar select some sentences
and passages without fully understanding the historical perspective, or select some and
ignore others” Also does it behove a scholar to totally bypass gerain Svource material
which gives a different picture altogether? For example he has not even thought it fit
to include Hector Bolithio's " Jinnah" in his Bibliography, leave alone his = Verdict on
India, " Another classic example (among others) is G.A. Parwez, an ardent student of
Igbal and a close associate of Jinnah, whose works are replete with Igbal-Jinnah
themes. Moreover, some remarks and comments of the author re-produced above are
not authenticated; they appear more as Rafiq Zakaria's own wishful thinking. Below
some references and quotations regarding the mutual relationship between Igbal and

Jinnah from the second Round Table Conference onwards will give a lie to the thesis
presented by Rafiq Zakaria.

“"He (Igbal} was a philosopher”, writes Hector Bolithic “"and his influence over
the fortunes of the Muslim people and on Muhanmimad Ali Jinnah, was profound and
enduring.” he mentions that " Jinnah met Sir Muhammad Igbal many times in London
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nnd they were good friends-- he (Jinnah) admitted later that he had finally been led to
Iqbal's conclusions as a result of careful examination and study of the constitutional
problems facing India." Albiruni in his ' Makers of Pakistan" mentions that Iqbal got
Jinnah interested in his objectives. Tndeed their meetings during the Round Table
Conferences were most momentous. 1In his ' Evolution' of Pakistan" Sharifuddin
Pirzada writes: "' Dr. Igbal, in his famous address to the Muslim Session at Allahabad in
December 1930 advocated the sctting up of a Muslim State in North-Western India.
When this address was being reprinted in 1944, the Qaid-e-Azam wrote: "Since 1929
there has been an exchange of views between me and the late Dr. Sir Igbal, Dr. Igbal
was a great man and an outstanding Muslim who gave me every encouragement and
stood by me till the last." This is further confirmed by Badshah Hussain in his article in
the " Pakistan Times" August 14, 1967 (quoted by Parwez in his PTV interview, 1984
November 7) He had interviewed Igbal in 1936. He questioned him whether he had
seen Jinnah from close quarters. He answered that on many occasions they had
discussed almost all important issues both through letters and in detail through mutual
exchange of views in personal meetings. It was the result of this that Jinnah
transformed his own views and accepted the ideas on Islam and Pakistan as he had
i projected them. Parwez remarks that the 'millat can never be grateful enough to Igbal
i for converting a personality like Jinnah to the Pakistan idea. And yet Rafiq Zakaria
dare say that "--Hailing Igbal later on as mentor of Pakistan was in reality an
afterthought”! How does then one fit in the letter Igbal wrote to Jinnah in may 28:
1937: ""Muslim India hopes that at this critical juncture your genius will discover some
way out of our present difficulties.” Then again in June 21, 1937 he wrote: "I know
you are a busy man; but I do hope you won't mind my writing to you so often, as you
are the only Muslim in India today to whom the community has a right to look up for
safe guidance through the storm which is coming to the North-West Indig and perhaps
to the whole of India." How can Rafiq Zakaria turn a blind eye to the highly sensitive
remark Jinnah made to M H. Saiyid after the passing of the Lahore Resolution. quoted
in his Jinnah---A Political Study" and published in Jinnah's lifetime: " Igbal is no more
among us, but had he been alive he would have been happy to know that we did exactly
what he wanted us to do."

The deep friendship and affection that existed between the two can he
appreciated by Igbal's message before his death to the Association of Nairobi Muslins
quoted by Sharifuddin Pirzada in his ~ Evolution of Pakistan." Igbal wrote ~"Buq Jol
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me tell you that | have finished my life work. 1 do not des_iré to live long.  But one -
man whose services the Muslim world generaily and the Indian Muslims particularly
require is Mr. M A_ Jinnah, I should like you to pray for his long life " Very similar
thoughts were expressed by him to a friend in 1935 who wrote to him praying for his
health. This was quoted by Sir -Abdui'Qadir.on Igbal Day, 1938, Igbal wrote saying he
had completed his time frame and his message had reached the ‘millat" in complete
form  Instead of praying for his health, they should pray for the long life of Qaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Kamal Ataturk. They still had to complete their
mission. {courtsey-Parwez's PTV interview.) .

We now come to the pointer from W-hich it can be gauged-thé kihdrdf'-téctics the
Congress leadership adopted. 1In 1935, Nehru came to Lahore and werit to see Igbal,

who was not at all well, reacted very intensely and reforted as to whether he was
attempting to pitch him against Jinnah? He then added that he was only his humble
soldier.  (courtesy. Parwez's PTV interview) Perhaps in this case Nehru was
confronting a man of a very different ilk. He was too integrated, fuifilled and balanced
a person to succumb to such petty and meaningless temptations. One wonders apart
from a case or two of a genuine conviction, what ‘and how men like Maulana Abui
Kalam Azad, Maulana Abul Ala Maudoodi, Maulana Ahmed Hussain Madni, Dr. Zakir

Regarding the meeting between Igbal and Nehru in Lahore, I have already
quoted another remark by Igbal from Rafiq Zakaria's book. "He (Jinnah) is a _

politician.  You (Nehru) are a patriot." The author has ended the issue there. He has - -

not cared to pursue the issue turther, for there was a fall out after this statement .
became known. Ahmed Saced. in his book **Qaid-e-Azam and Igbal" writes that some. . ,
close associates of Igbal came to him and complained about the negative impact of his -
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apatnst Nehru rather than Jinnah However, Rafiq Zakaria obviously has not thought
worth it of perusing Ahmed Saeed's book. :

If anybody still has any doubts about Igbal-Jinnah team work, let us read
Jinnah’s message on Igbal's death. ""To me he was g friend, a guide and philosopher
iand during the darkest moments through which the Muslim League had to go he stood
like a rock and never flinched one single moment." This is corroborated by his
btographer, M H. Saiyid that in the midst of ajl this darkness there shone a flickering
light in Lahore, he was the only consolotion of Jinnah." Hector Bolithio writes: "~ He ,
(Jinnah) worked alone, with no personal staff and not even g secretary to copy his
letters and keep his papers tidy. But there was one bundle of letters, in a drawer, to
which he could turn for consolation. They had been written to him by Sir Muhammad
lgbal, after their meeting in England in 1932." In the Muslim League Session in Patna
in 1938, Jinnah said! “Muslim League has already deplored the loss of Di. Sir
Muhammad Igbal. - His death, too, 1s an irreparable loss to Muslim India. He was g

long as Islam will live. His noble poetry interprets the trye aspirations of the Muslims
of India. It will remain an nspiration for us and for generations after us." This is not
all. Two more speeches of Jinnah are pres erved in Parwez's PTV interview delivered
on Igbal Day in 1940 and 1941 '

In 1940, presiding over the session he said Iqbal was his friend; as everyone
knew, the Muslim League was in the beginning, of an academic nature. In 1936 some
thought that it ‘should be chang ed into a parliamentary party. When Jinnah came to
the Punjab in April 1936, the first person he met was Igbal. he presented. his views
before him, and he immediately welcomed them. From that time onwards i his death,

replied he would not give ﬁp Shakespeare at ahy cost. Qaid-e-Azam went on 1o say
that he had no state of his own but if one were achieved, and if given a choice he would
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choose Igbal. What could be a greater tribute than this? And yet Rafiq Zakaria says
that Igbal was a dreamer and Jinnah had no patience with dreamers! In any case, has
any change in human society taken place without a vision, without an ideal and a goal,
call it a dream if you like? Above all can there be a meaning to life without a vision,
and without a meaning, a future? Can anyone survive and live without a future?

In 1941, while speaking on Iqbal Day, Jinnah said that if he had not participated
in the Igbal Day lunction he would have committed a grave injustice to himself. He
was tortunate in having the opportunity to express his dedication to him. Igbal's
literary fame is universal as a lofty poet and a great thinker. In the present, he is the
history of Islam itself. In this day and age no one had understood Islam as well as he
had. He concluded by saying that he was proud of having served as a soldeir under the
feadership of Igbal. He was a faithful companion, and he had seen no other so intensely
devoted to Islam. When what he thought was right he stuck to it and stood by it like a
rock.

[t 1s a rare thing to note that both Igbal and Jinnah have recognised each other
as leaders and guide and oneself as a humble soldier of the other. I wonder if such
team-work and humility has any other parallel in history. I do'not know how Rafiq
Zakaria can ignore, apart from everything else, Jinnah's admiration of Igbal as a poet of
Islam, someone who he says has understood Islam so well. The fact is that it was

- Islam, the way Igbal presented it, that brought them together and cemented their
friendship. My challenge is that Jinnah would never have come back from his self-exile
in L.ondon, had it not been for Igbal. No struggle can be waged without a vision, and
Jinnah's previous vision had failed and died. In its place was born the Quranic dream,
for which we all thank Igbal, and to which Jinnah was converted. Even a cursory
reading of Jinnah's speeches is a challenging proof of this.

Rafiq Zakaria has the right to disagree with Igbal and Jinnah, but he has no right
to distort history and tell lies. Facts are facts, and fact is just another name for truth. R
To go agamst it is self-defeating.  Moreover, to deliberately ignore relevent and
recorded evidence is not scholarship, it is not history, it is sheer dishonesty and
injustice.

IT IS NOT THE EVIL PEOPLE WHO DESTROY A
SOCIETY-- IT IS THE GOOD PEOPLE WHO DO NOT
DO ANY THING Provided &y. Shamim Anwar
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JOINT ELECTORATES

By
Z.A. Suleri

bobin o Islam

P2

A key maneuver to nullify and negate the [deology of Pakistan
and to accentuate Secularism as a new ideology for the country.

The following article by Mr. Z. A Suleri, a renowned Pakistan
Movement Worker-- a Pakistan Movement Gold Medalist and author of
a number of books on the -founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam
Mohammed Ali Jinnah and Pakistan Movement, appeared 1 the column
of the daily Nawai-e-Waqt dated the 8th March, 1996 under the title "In
the footsteps of Yahya Khan" We take this opportunity to preserve it
in the pages of the Tolu-e-Islam for the benefit of its readers with the
courtesy of the said Daily. all the more because it, not only claborates
on the Genesis and Ideology of Pakistan but also post-mortems the real
intentions of our-day promoters of the idea of "joint electorates”
(Editor.)

In the western-dominated world, the emergence of Pakistan was a bolt from the
blue 1t was born of Islam--- that is what differentiated Muslim nationhood from Hindu
nationhood-- which defied the prevalent modern environment thereunder nationhood
was based on race. geography and language. Musiim nationhood was therefore the
rock on which Pakistan was built. Were that rock 1o be somehow dvnamited and
smashed, the country was doomed to go to picces. Now, how did this novel concept
come to be evolved in this age of secular nationalism?

Here is a bit of history. When the British started to introduce reforms in order
to usher in democracy in the local bodies as a preliminary step.towards creating
representative institutions in the subcontinent, Sir.Sayved Ahmad Khan objected Lo
those reforms on the grounds that the Muslims and Hindus-could not sit on the same
throne of power as equal partners. For while the latter community constituted an
overwhelming majority and had made great strides in every field of life under the
benign patronage of the rulers, the former were in a minority and lagged far behind
their compatriots socially and economically. Elections in those circumstances would
only result in the return of Hindu candidates and in case a Muslim was elected. he
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would be the one who had been approved by the Hindus and would not therefore
represent his community authoritatively. And so the Muslims stood in danger of losing
their identity. Thus was launched a powerful movement for separate electorates for the
Muslims which were after a great deal of struggle gained,

As separate electorates came into swing, not only did they protect the political
rights of the Muslims but also fostered their national consciousness as a distinct
religious and cultural community. On the other hand, the Hindus opposed separate r
electorates tooth and nail for preventing the Muslims from being absorbed by them in
the name of Indian nationhood and frustrating their dream of Ram Raj which was
inherent in the British-gifted system of majority rule. No doubt vis-a-vis the foreign
ruler, the two communities had a common cause which more often than not brought
them on a single platform, No one worked harder than the Quaid-e-Azam for uniting
Mushims and Hindus for making a joint bid for attaining independence and was for that
reason hailed as the ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity. But the sad fact was that he |
was always foiled in his efforts by the exclusive Hindu mentality which again and again
roved an obstacle to a solution and marred the situation. And that's why despite his
personal preference for joint electorate as an Indian nationalist, he never betrayed the
interests of his community and bowed before the will of his people in preserving
separate electorates. The result was that when finally the crunch came and it became

Obviously, the consummation of Muslim nationhood couldn’t come about
without the prior entrenchment of separate electorates which served as an instrument in
strengthening the national ego, outlook and personality.  Separate electorates are
therefore the fountainhead from which sprang the concept of Muslim nationhood and
provided the basis for the demand of Pakistan. In the historic perspective therefore,
separate electorates stood like a mighty wall between the abysmal prospects of merger
and effacement of the Muslim nation into the sea of Hindudom {(wherein nothing higher
was attainable “than the status of "'maleeches.," lowliest of the low caste because
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imepinl to the consolidation of national polity. Tt was a matter of life and death
whether or not they were intact.

Having accrued to the right of self-determination, Pakistan was a nation-State®
par excellence. As such there Started a debate whether the country should still maintain
weirinate electorates or follow the general practice of having a joint electorate. National
consensus converged on separate electorates. The consideration which weighed with
the founders of the country was that the subcontinent was partitioned on the basis of
.ligion and that the two countries, Pakistan and India, had achieved independence on
the cardinal principle of exercising untrammeled "majority rule" in their respective
territories-- Pakistan based on Muslim majority and India based on Hindu majority. (It
was in conformity with the iron dictate of this principle that three provinces, Bengal,
Punjab and Assam were divided into Muslim and Hindu parts). This principle was the
suarantor of the peculiar character of the emergent States which was under no
circumstances to be compromised. It was therefore decided by the leaders of Fast
P'akistan, Hassan Shaheed Suharwardy, Maulvi Fazlul Haq and Khawaja Nazimuddin in
concert with their western counterparts, that while separate electorates would operate
in the provinces, parity of representation would be instituted in the Federal Assembly to
regulate relations between the two wings so that the considerable Hindu population of
Iast Pakistan would not affect the numerically weaker West Pakistan and consequently
not dilute the Islamic complexion of Pakistan. This decision was taken in the highest
interest of the newly-emergent State. lfs wisdom was borne out by the fact that the
Indian strategy had consistently sought to undermine the concept of Mustim
nationhood in Kashmir by forcibly barring its way to join Pakistan and by militarily
paving the way for the separation of East Pakistan. No wonder on the fall of Dhaka
Indira blurted out that the two-nation theory had been exploded as false.

This careful mechanism, devised in the light of the genesis of Pakistan, was,
under pressure from Bhutto and Mujib, crudely upset by Yahya Khan who by a careless
stroke of the pen abolished without authority-- for the constitution was vet to be drawn
by the promised Constituent Assembly and this was primarily & constitutional issue--
the fundamental provision of separate electorates. Mujib of course pressed for it on the
plea of democracy so that he could mobilise his Hindu supporters on an equal footing
with the Muslims.  For his part, Bhutto didn't care two hoots for separate electorates
because all he wanted was to register non-Muslim votes by flaunting the creed of

* A " nation-State” is a means to an end. in this case the end bemg a particular lslamic Svstem: while
nation-Stale as such is an end in itself. (Tolu-c- Is]am)
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secular-socialism. In the end, their calculation proved correct. If the PPP attracted
non-Muslim votes in West Pakistan, the Awami League was massively voted by the
Hindus and in consequence emerged as the sole representative party of East Pakistan.
Perhaps it didn't make much difference in West Pakistan because the impact of the non-
Muslim votes was limited, but in East Pakistan it wrought havoc and eliminated all
other moderating schools of thought.

Had there been separate electorates which set Muslims free to choose their own
representatives, the deluge of Hindu votes would not have swept aside the Muslim
League and other like-minded parties and some sort of a balance would have been
struck. And Pakistan would have been saved. True to the spirit of the Pakistan
Movement, General Zia-ul-Haq restored the separate electorates and though the act
couldn't bring back East Pakistan, at least it ensured the Islamic character of the
remnant Pakistan

The Banazir covernment has chosen to follow in the footsteps of Yahya Khan.
Its constitutional reforms envisage the re-enforcement of joint electorate in so far as the
non-Mushms are given the right to vote along with the Muslims in the general seats.
But the reforms go further in that they also give non-Muslims the right to elect their
representattve from their especial constituencies on separate electorates. What is
behind this quixotic plan? On the face of it, it appears as a gesture to the minorities
who complained that they could not vote along with the Muslim brethren. To meet
that end. the simple prescription of joint electorates was enough as is the case in India. |
What is the point of giving them another vote to return their candidates on separate
electorates” That was not their demand. Thus in fact non-Muslims are bestowed on
twice the weight and stature of a Muslim citizen, exercising two votes instead of one.
Actually the motive is quite different. Tt is not so much to console the minorities who
fell sore for being estranged from the national fold because when all is said and done,
thev are bound 1o resort to their separate constituencies. Indeed they should jhank
their stars that representation according to their numbers is guaranteed through
separate electorates. (Had the Indian Muslims enjoyed that privilege and been allowed
to return their candidates in proportion to their population-- 150 million-- they would
have become a force to be reckoned with in Indian politics and not left in the cold to
cke out a miserable existence through the courtesy of joint electorate) In any case,
meanwhile the minorities would have effectively served the purpose of their concession
by changing the climate of elections.
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I he real motive behind the reforms is far-reaching. Now the fact is that belief
i Mumlin nationhood implies belief in Tslam. And it cannot be denied as a historic fact
that IPakistan came into being on the basis of Muslim nationhood. What is then the way
1 mnlily and negate its logic-- belief in Islam which constantly stirs up agitation to
Lanld i Islamic polity-- but to cast society in the secular mould which can only be done
by mang Muslims with non-Muslims-- as the British and the Hindus tried hard---
tnonph the device of joint electorate. The truth of the matter is that if you have a
mnsed nudience of voters, even if there are ten non-Muslims out of a hundred, you can't
e those ten if you wanted to compete against your Muslim rival and therefore both
e« andidates would be obliged to mute their Islamic exuberance for the sake of
wannie the goodwill of that minute group of non-Muslim voters. In other words, the
cthos of clectioneering would go through a sea change. And that indeed 1s the goal--
L aeceniuate secularism as a new ideology. In plain words, joint electorate is a ruse to
ile the voice of Islam. - This is an American agenda. Look how it worked in Turkey
whete Riffa-- the top Muslim party-- was kept at bay and denied coalition partners lest
(e country's secularist image should be tarnished. Pakistan is a much tougher problem.
I was born of Mustim nationhood and Islam is embedded in its marrow. But one can
Alwavs try, especially when vou have an ally.

The PPP is surc to benefit from it, but at what cost! Haven't we lcarnt a lesson
.o the separation of’ East Pakistan that national solidarity cannot be induced without
ommitment to values which gave us a habitation and a name.

{The News)

Il must be remembered that if we intend to survive and exist as an independent and
wovereign State, we not only, have to revive and preserved the Ideology that brought it
Inlo existence, but also to implement it in our day-to-day lives.

(Tolu-c-Islam)
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