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Surah Al-Naziat («;;.:LE;@JT) — Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 30: Chapter 5
By G. A. Parwez

(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is June 15, 1984 and today’s lecture starts with verse 6
of Surah A/-Naziat (oG ;Lf.ﬂ).As we discussed in the previous lecture the
humanistic goal of the Quranic nation is not just to gain freedom and to seek
comfortable life for itself but its duty is also to free oppressed and subjugated
people anywhere from their shackles of bondage and oppression. As if this was
not enough, this nation further must help these people to actualize their latent
potentials and invigorate them enough that they are able, on their own, to swim
on the rocky waves of lifé’s ocean. And not just catch up with other nations but
surpass them and become able to solve their problems by their own thoughts, by
their own intellect. This was the essential duty of that nation about which the
Quran says: (Ul ¢ &f 281 54 3% (3:110)  YOU ARE indeed the best
community that has ever been brought forth for (the good of) mankind [Asad].
That a new nation has been raised whose lif¢’s mission is to work f or the benefit
of humanity. This nation was to free other nations under bondage. This is not
something that is easy that this Quranic nation sends an order to those rulers
and then they allow their people to become free? I had also mentioned this in
the last lecture that slave people become so accustomed to slavery that they start
liking it so much that they do not want to change.

Rulers cannot exist without a people to rule

The real obstacle in the path of freedom is the force of evil represented by tyrant
rulers who enslave people. On the surface it looks as if there is no harm to ask
tyrants to let go of their enslaved people, as Prophet Musa (PBUH) did to
Pharaoh to free the children of Israel. But Pharaoh’s enrage at this demand

proves the nature of all tyrants that without people how can the rulers rule? No
matter how powerful a ruler may be his authority may be over mountains and
oceans; he may own rivers and forests and their resources; he may own mines of
precious metals and treasures of gold and silver and diamonds all these he
may possess but if there are no human beings to rule over then how can he be a
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ruler? To be a ruler he needs human subjects. If one wants to free his subjects
then how is he going to remain a ruler? That is the reason rulers do not allow
their subjects to go free.

It is said that once a lion tastes human blood it doesn t like the taste of its any
other prey. Well, I dont know about lions but I have seen humans acting, not

like lions, but like wolves. They don'tlet go of their human preys easily. Igbal

(1877-1938) has explained this in a very nice way. During the British times
people were struggling for freedom. Their initial method was to pass
resolutions; make requests; and send their representatives to argue the case for
freedom. Igbal said: O ignorant! Why do you have any hopes from the British?
You think he will help you; that he will be sympathetic to you; that he will feel
your pain; that he will pay any attention to your requests and he will grant
freedom to you? Have you not noticed that if a bird gets into the claws of a
hawk then no matter how much the bird cries the hawk’s heart does not melt
and remains impervious to her cries?

Oh ignorant one! To expect any sympathy is useless, from the West;
The heart of a hawk, no matter how much its prey cries, never melts!

How wishful is your thinking? How complacent you are? Freedom is never
gained by this way. A hawk never lets its prey go free no matter how much it
cries. This is how tyrant rulers behave. This is how powerful nations work. They
never let enslaved nations go free easily. Thus, according to normal practice,
after gaining their freedom from the tyrants of Mecca, there was no need for this
newly created nation of the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions to worry about
other enslaved people. They were free to decide their own matters. This is the
goal of all free nations. But, here, with the new Islamic state the matter was
quite different.

The duty to free other nations

My dear friends! This new nations duty was unique among the nations of the

world to free other nations. All the clashes that occurred then were, in fact,
about this process of freeing other nations from the clutches of slavery. Do you
see what Islam is, my friends!? And what are its obligations? Islam is not about
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only prayer and fasting. This is about the clash of truth and falsehood; this is
about the confrontation with tyrants that took place at the time of the Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions. Was this clash to gain territory; was it to acquire
empires; was it to control other nations and their resources? Well, these are the
goals powerful nations have always been after throughout history. But these are
not the goals of a nation established in the name of Islam, in the name of the
Quran, in the name of Allah. In fact, a nation established in the name of Islam is
supposed to do the opposite to free people from oppressors by directly
confronting them, and if need be going to battlefield and sacrificing their own
lives to free other peoples. Allahu Akbar! This is the thing I keep saying why
the Quran is unparalleled not just in its words but that a nation raised in its name
is also without parallel in history: a nation which is free; a nation which has
everything; a nation which has no problems but such a nation readily
confronts big powers to free people from their clutches even though that entails
going to battlefield and sacrificing lives. This was the duty of a nation raised for
the benefit of humankind. And history proves that that nation did free oppressed
and enslaved people from the clutches of the superpowers of those days. They
not only freed them and pulled them to the level of other nations but catapulted
them into surpassing all the developed nations of the time by channeling their
energies to higher and higher levels and making them masters of their own
destiny.

Blueprint of the battle between truth and falsehood

My dear friends! We have now come to the starting verse of today’s lecture: (gasts

=

i&lﬂl&pjgoi;gb‘.!l(?&ﬁ-ﬂ - (HENCE, think of) the Day when a violent convulsion
will convulse (the world), to be followed by further (convulsions)![Asad]. A time will
come when you will have to go to battlefield to confront the forces of falsehood. But
this will be unlike any other clash. This will be a ground shattering clash that will shake

the very foundation of oppression.
My dear friends! Now the Quran is talking about tyrants and oppressors. What

will be behind them? The word the Quran uses for this is - ﬁ;thl(AI-Raadifah)?
The word i, Radeef "meaning rhyme is from the same root. The second line

of a couplet is called —¥:, Radeef that thymes with the first line. Or, among

the two passengers sitting on the back of a horse or a camel, the one sitting
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behind is called cw.s. “Radeef.” The Quran uses this word to show that the result

of oppressing a people attaches itself to the back of the oppressors and follows
them wherever they go. What a beautiful metaphor the Quran uses to depict this
scenario! The clash and the confrontation that occur between liberating forces of
truth and the oppressive forces of falsehood; and the consequent suffering that
follows the oppressive forces is not that Allah is punishing them but that it is
only the result of their own wrong actions that follows them bel;nind and never
leaves them. This is 319} (4/-Raadifah). Then the Quran says: &3:;159.;3 PR
2242 55Laf1(79:8-9)-On that Day will (men's) hearts be throbbing, (and) their
eyes downcast[Asad]. This will be the time oftheir anxiety and distress; and
they will be depressed with a feeling of shame and defeat. In just two words
what a scene the Quran has sketched of their state; what a scene it draws of their
condition; what a picture it paints of their loss and distress! Today they have
everything power, authority, dignity, and wealth. They are riding very high!
But: 5313633 3005 6405k (79:10) - They say (now): "What! Shall we indeed
be returned to (our) former state? [Y. Ali]. What a pithy way the Quran explains
things!
An awful scene of suffering and destruction
My dear friends! You can understand the meaning of this verse in easy to
understand everyday language. These powerful tyrants mocked at those
confronting them by saying to each other: Look at them? They are telling us
that whatever we have will be gone; that everything will be snatched away from
us; and that we will return to our former pitiable state? And then, on top of that,
they have guts to say: 53?1&[59&?1&;? (79:11) - "What! when we shall have
become rotten bones? They pondered: Do you see what they are claiming?
How lost they could be to say this utterly foolish thing about us that we will

become rotten bones?” What a beautiful metaphor the Quran uses to describe
what was coming to them?!

My dear friends! There are hundreds and even thousands of synonyms of certain
Arabic words. One needs to pick one suitable word to describe a particular
situation precisely from among those thousands of words. Archeology is the
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study of past civilizations from their ruins that remain buried underground for
thousands of years. Archeologists dig these sites and often times they discover
remnants of whole cities revealing their one time grandeur and their artifacts.
The Quran is saying here in verse (79:11) that these oppressors who seem too
invincible now but all their grandeur and wealth and power will end and it will
become archeological sites for future generations. What beautiful metaphors the
Quran uses for nation’s fall and destruction?! - §;§Uiﬁg@f1&ﬁ(79:l 1) - they will
become just hollow structure of bones. But here they are saying sarcastically to
each other: Look! They are warning us that: rgjgiégff En,edgn,’iif (79:12) - It

would, in that case, be a return with loss! - That we will be destroyed? The
Quran affirms that certainly this will happen; that you are as ready as a ripe fruit
ready to drop to the ground: 5&3-!;;’:5:&@‘9(?9:13) - But, then, that (Last Hour)
will be (upon them of a sudden, as if it were) but a single accusing cry. And
then they will face the truth: 8552 5150 (79:14) - and then, lo, they will be
fully awakened (to the truth)! They will face the truth on battlefield where all
these will happen.

My dear friends! This was the initial outline for the Ummah for going out to
battlefield to free oppressed human beings from the clutches of tyrants and
oppressors. It was not that they were trying to free their own people enslaved by
others. No, they were trying to free other people who were oppressed by their
own ones. These oppressed people had no political or social relationship to the
Ummah which was trying to free them by breaking the chains of their bondage
simply because of relationship to common humanity. These selfless and brave
souls fighting in the cause justice were obligated to protect even others’
religious places of worship. The Quran says that if Allah did not make this
arrangement then no place of worship would have remained protected. These
are the people whose religions the Quran says are based on falsehood; it tells

that their worship is &2 (shirk); it tells that their deities are false; and it
strongly opposes their religions - but still it tells its followers that it is their

to nations and their fate it presents its proof from history of the rise and fall of
past nations. It provides witness from the pages of history of those nations.
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obligation to protect their places of worship if attacked, and if need be give their
lives in this cause. Allahu Akbar!

Maududis pronouncement - Islam spread by the power of the sword

My dear friends! Maulana Muadudi says that Islam spread by sword. The
enemies of Islam had to say this anyway. But it is strange that our own people
say this - May Allah protect us! Maulana Maududi was in the forefront of this
crusade. His very first book is"Al -ihad fil Islami’in which he proudly peddles
this myth. He goes so far in this book as to say that the Prophet (PBUH) was
giving sermons and inviting people to Islam all his life but very few people
accepted Islam; but the moment he picked the sword he conquered nations after
nations. Then Maududi proclaims: Tell me then whether Islam spread via
sermon or by sword? Well, when our own “scholars” say this which is
completely contrary to the Quran, then who can blame its enemies?

My dear friends! We have come to verse 14 now. The first five verses of the
Quran inculcated in its believers the conviction to first fight for their own
freedom and then to fight for others’freedom wherever they may in the world.
Then it further told them to help these newly liberated actualize their internal
potential; help them to become strong and be able to make their own decisions;
and be able to solve their problems without the help of any other nation.
However, this goal invites the wrath of status quo resulting in extraordinary
confrontation and fights. You know the style of the Quran that whenever it
makes a claim it provides reasoning and proof for it. One way to provide proof
is through scientific means of producing results through the laws of nature.
Laws of nature apply equally to everything in the universe without any
exception. The Quran says that just as its laws are working and producing
irrefutable results in the external universe the same way its laws work and
produce their results in the human universe as well. But when the Quran comes
to nations and their fate it presents its proof from history of the rise and fall of
past nations. It provides witness from the pages of history of those nations.

The history of the children of Israel as a witness

And now the Quran provides witness for its claim from history of a people who
were the most subjugated and enslaved ones under a tyrant who was the most
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ruthless in history. And these people had to be liberated from his clutches. Many
examples of liberation struggles could have been given from history, but a
highly illustrative example of this is the classic confrontation between Pharach
and Musa (PBUH). The story of the children of Israel is a classical one which
the Quran often repeats as an illustrative example to provide witness and proof
for many of its claims. The entire population of Israelites was subject to extreme
form of slavery by Pharaoh, and Musa (PBUH) was sent to free them from his
clutches - who has become the standard bearer of tyranny and oppression in the
history humankind. This was the confrontation that was to take place to free an
entire population.

The Quran up until now offers its followers: the sound of bugle; the scene of
battlefield; clash and confrontation; creating revolution. It says that this
revolution is not any new revolution. This has been continuing from beginning
of history - powerful nations have always been oppressing weaker nations
throughout human history: That divine messengers and their followers have
been uplifting weaker nations by freeing and rejuvenating them with fresh new

o) 1

energy. For example: {;dsiéég}&ebldi(?Q:IS) - Has the story of Moses reached

thee?[Asad].What a beautiful style this is of the Quran? I dontknow if life will
permit another chance to repeat and appreciate these things. The Quran is not a
difficult Arabic book my friends. In fact, it is very easy to understand and its
literary style is so beautiful and attractive, notwithstanding it deep realities. By
saying: . [n3sdjusdfJa (79:15) - Has the story of Moses reached thee?-
Look at the point in time from where the Quran started this? The early life of
Musa (PBUH) was spent in Pharaohs palace. But the Quran starts the
discussion from the time when Musa (PBUH) received the revelation from
Allah on Mount Sinai, and he was charged with the duty to liberate Israelites
from the clutches of Pharaoh. The Quran starts with: (§38CalE15llads8365)

(79:16) - The traditional translation of this is: Behold, thy Lord did call to him
in the sacred valley of (¢35 (Tuwa) [Y. Ali]. But as I have often said certain key
words that Quran uses to describe special situations have extremely deep and

broad meaning, e.g., the words describing the high place a messenger occupies
and the divine revelation he receives. The one who is going to receive revelation
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does not have any clue of it even a day before of being selected for this high
honor. But such a person - born and raised in the same way of life and customs
and rituals as every one else in the society _ stands completely unhappy with the
status quo; his heart very much restive and wounded with what goes on around
him as he remains extremely driven and restless in search for truth since the
knowledge of reality eludes him. This is his state before receiving the

revelation. It is mentioned about the Prophet (PBUH): g;diij?(.ééldéjj (93:7). The

traditional translation of this verse is: And found thee lost on thy way, and
guided thee?[Asad].But Sﬁé (Daallan) does not really meanlost.’ A prophet

even before receiving the revelation is never lost but extremely unhappy with
the status quo and intensely driven in search of truth.

My dear friends! The meaning of YU (Dallan) is: one who, in search of truth, is

in a state of discovery; he remains passionately driven to explore around to find
the truth about life. The Quran mentions this about our Prophet (PBUH); and it
has especially stated about Musa (PBUH) that he was very curious to find out
about reality of things from any wise person he could find. Before he became a
prophet, Musa (PBUH) met a wise man popularly known as Khidr (&) -

although his name did not appear in the Quran - and all this was part of his long
journey of discovery. But this search process ended after being selected to
receive revelation and then others came to them in need of truth and guidance.
‘What does the guidance of revelation do? - It wraps that very long journey of
discovery of truth and search for reality. The meaning of the
word «i&:(Mugaddas) is: one who journeys very far ; and the meaning of ($38
(Tuwa) is: to wrap up. So, the meaning of the verse (79:16) is: Musa (PBUH) -
your long journey in search of truth ends and it is being wrapped up now.

Difference between revelation and intellect

Searching for truth using ones own mind is a long hard journey. evelation, on
the other hand, folds this long road into a short process. This is the difference
between the two sources of knowledge: one subjective and the other objective.
Igbal (1877-1938) has explained this difference at many places. He says:
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Though intellect and revelation both guide and travel towards destination;
However, intellect travels by trial and error; and by giant strides revelation!

Intellect works towards reality by trial and error. But revelation brings the
reality directly in front of intellect. There is no long journey involved with
revelation as it is the case with intellect that tries to reach reality by trial and
error. My dear friends! The nation that inherits the Quran is in an advantageous
position compared to other nations. Where as ot her nations remain nowhere
near reality even after centuries of failed experimentsincluding long wars and
huge bloodsheds, just one verse of the revelation guides its nation directly to the
reality. This is the difference between the two. This is ¢35 uxfiﬁl.;.!;.!’[; (79:16):

22,5

Those were the long hard journeys that were wrapped up 43581563} - when his

Nurturer called him: O Musa! Your long winding journey in search of truth has
been wrapped up, it has finally ended. And listen to what I have to say carefully:
a huge responsibility is being placed on your shoulders. Well, those who are
very special to Allah carry a special burden entrusted to them by Him. Being

selected to receive Allahs revelation is no small blessing.Listen Musa: Jt,s,.&al
JE&%@;&;; (79:17) - "Go unto Pharaoh - for, verily, he has transgressed all
bounds of what is right [Asad]. It says it all - just in one word (&5 (Taghaa).

Musa (PBUH) and Pharaoh

Pharaoh had crossed all lines in his transgression and aggression. So, Musa
(PBUH) was ordered to go Pharaoh. This divine duty was entrusted to Musa
(PBUH). In the next verse there is a point that I don'tknow how to explain. It
requires highly focused thinking. As we have seen it is the divine duty of this
Ummah to free subjugated and oppressed people from slavery and subjugation.
Musa (PBUH) was sent to confront Pharaoh as he had transgressed all humane
boundaries. Normally whenever there is confrontation and war it is all about
authority, control, and empire building. And don’t ask what happens to the

defeated nations - disgrace, humiliation, subjugation, imprisonment, torture, and
death awaits them. This happens all because of greed and vengeance. But a
nation that has been created in the name of Allah, His prophets and messengers
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are different. Please listen carefully what the Quran says when the very first
revelation that is given to Musa (PBUH) when is ordered to go to Pharaoh:

$5513166JsJ# (79:18) - and the (traditional) translation is: and say (unto him),
Art thou desirous of attaining to purity? [Asad].

2

But my dear friends, the single word “§¥ of the Quran in this verse changed

the world of politics. Allah orders Musa to go to Pharaoh and tell him: You have
authority; you have your empire; you have all the wealth. You have all these
things but your human potential has remained undeveloped; that you have not
reached the human level. This is the reason that after having all these things
although you have become a ferocious and tyrant animal but you could not
become human; that I have come to develop your human potential and raise you
to the level of a human being. Allahu Akbar! What is the goal that is being
mentioned here for confronting this legendary tyrant? Yes, everything is yours
but you could not become human. How to make him human? By using the
hammer? By “§7lz” flogging? No. By "% . developing and nourishing his

human potential. This is the Quran my friends! You wont find this teaching
anywhere else.

Political system of the Quran

My dear friends, with the Grace of Allah people in my audience are thinkers.
So, please listen carefully to this point on which a political structure can be
erected! This nation when it confronts another nation which on surface can be
called war but what is its goal? The Quran says that its followers confront a
nation only because that nation is not at the level of humanity. Otherwise, the
Quran tells it followers to join hands with those who potentials have been
developed and cooperate with them to uplift humanity. This is the political
system of the Quran my friends! Raise the humanity of its own people by
human development and nourishment and help other nations in this process. It is
absolutely and totally against using authority and power to crush people as

Pharaoh did, and what the latter-day Pharaohs do in the name of politics: 5@
547511 (28:4) - Those who show signs of true and selfless leadership of their
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people these Pharachs clip their wings, nip them in their buds just as a
gardener with a scissor clips the branches that grow taller in order to create
conformity. The governments of the world run on the authority of such a scissor
and clip the wings of any one who shows human potential for growth and
leadership.

The bottom line of Quranic politics is this: Nourish and develop the potential of
the downtrodden and suppressed people so that they can grow and rise. And the
political system of the Quran confronts those who hold power and authority and
brings them to the level of humanity by saying to them: (%&ided s ji (79:18)

- Wont you wish to be nourished and purified and to develop your potential so
that you could renounce your animal instincts and join the ranks of humanity?
How to make that happen? What will be the process of this transformation?
Musa (PBUH) said to Pharaoh: I will tell you this process and I will guide you
to the way which if you follow then Allah, the Sustainer, will provide the
necessary nourishment that will transform you. For this, there is no need to be
fearful of anyone except the law of requital of your Sustainer:st&8Ey50)EGuals

(79:19) - (If so,) then I shall guide thee towards (a cognition of) thy Sustainer,
so that (henceforth) thou wilt stand in awe (of Him). [Asad]. There are many
other beautiful names of Allah. But why did the Quran say here &y5¢3f'? We will

soon find out. The Quran says: ‘_r;j;ijliﬂiét;fj (79:20) - And thereupon he (went

to Pharaoh and) made him aware of the great wonder (of God's grace). [Asad].
Musa presented to Pharaoh the magnificent order of the divine system. He made
him aware: that this is the system which guarantees freedom to all of humanity;
that no human being remains subjugated to no other human being in this system;
that this system brings violent and aggressive wolves like you to the level of
humanity; that you have too much energy that is being spent on wrong paths
that needs to be redirected into right channels. But the traditional interpreters
say that the ‘LSH-{J@"'JT!”was the staff which turned into snake; and Musas hand

turned white. We have covered these before and we will explain their meanings

as needed in future. But what the Quran is talking about here is to transform
Pharaoh and to get him to the ranks of humanity; to warn him of the
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consequences of his wrong path; and to direct his energies into the right
channels. But he was drunk with power of authority: Ghﬁjof&j (79:21) - But

(Pharaoh) gave him the lie and rebelliously rejected (all guidance) [Asad]. He
told Musa that what you are telling that the result of my system is destruction
and death is all wrong. He, instead of accepting divine guidance, became even
more rebellious: 2 jST,ﬁ(?Q:ZZ) - and brusquely turned his back (on Moses).

The story of confrontation of Musa (PBUH) with Pharach has been described at
many places in the Quran in great detail.

But the Quran in its last part does not repeat the details of those stories. It points
to them briefly and moves on. The Quran has itself given the method for its
understanding  that is, using concordance and cross referencing. This way we
can understand fully any topic in the Quran even when in some verses the topic
is briefly sketched. Since the story of the confrontation of Musa (PBUH) and
Pharaoh are described in detail elsewhere in the Quran, here, in this verse under
discussion (79:22) it simply tells: d’..:égST,ES . What to say of the Quran my
friends! These are just two words: means that he turned his back on Musa

this is a negative aspect of his reaction. But Pharaoh just didnt stop at that.But
he started planning against Musa (PBUH):  means that he started working on

a plan to succeed. He started plotting and scheming: 4353 Jéé(79:23) - and then

he gathered (his great ones), and called (unto his people). Pharaoh had realized
that he cannot defeat Musa (PBUH) in game of politics. He also knew that Musa
was among the powerful people in his nation being raised in his own palace
so he could not physically harm due to fear of mass scale rebellion. Pharaoh was
very clever strategist with deep knowledge of politics.

‘Weapon of religious priesthood

My dear friends! The Quran gives more details about how Pharaohs advisers

were getting impatient with these two brothers Musa and Haroon. They told
Pharaoh to be tough with them; otherwise these two brothers will dethrone him.
They advised Pharaoh not to wait any further. But Pharaoh told them: I knew
better how to deal with them but not the way you want. What to do? - Well, lob
the ball of religious priesthood against them. What cannot be achieved with
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power can be achieved by religious priesthood. How far-sighted was Pharaoh!
He thought history will repeat itself: that what a dictator with all his power and
authority could not do, just one religious fatwa could do it. The demise of
Abbasids empire didnt happen for lack of power and authority. nce the
debates about religious issues took the front stage, bloodshed and decline
followed. What were the great debates they were engaged in that led to the
blood flowing in the streets of Baghdad? - Fatwas about declaring one
unbeliever; problems of whether or not the Quran is created; issues about
predestination and fate and consequent sectarian fights of Asharites and
Mutailites etc. What are called problems of “Ilm-ul-Kalam or metaphysics
were hotly debated and contested which had nothing to do with problems of life.
These were issues that led to bloodshed and demise of the Abbasid dynastic
empire. ings didnt do  this. This was done by religious priesthood. Pharaoh
had thought about this plan. He gathered all his people and what is the first thing
he tells them to keep in mind? He tells them to remember: Who I am and how
you are my slaves and obedient servants; and how I control everything? Now,
just a few minutes ago I mentioned why it was said here éJ-gJJ 1? Well, Pharach

gathered his people: &5 2 ‘;ETJLE_E (79:24) - and said, T am your Lord All -
Highest![ Asad]. He asks them: Tell me who is your sustainer and provider?
Who controls all the sources of sustenance? The biggest weakness of human
being is hunger and bread. When Pharaoh calls himself here - Jésit,iifjlithen it
does not mean that he is asking his people to worship him. The people were not
worshipping him. And Pharaoh himself was worshipping the Sun-god. Here
33 $3(Rabbukum) means he is claiming to be their provider and sustainer. This

meaning becomes very clear if we look at another reference: Jﬁﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ
ﬁ@&;ﬁy‘ﬁﬁiﬁeé&wﬂiéﬁ (43:51) - And Pharaoh issued a call to his

people, saying: my people! Does not the dominion over gypt belong to me,
since all these running waters flow at my feet? Here, he is directly asking his
people: Tell me who is owner of all the lands and all the waters for irrigation,
the rivers and canals? Tell me! Are all these not mine? I am the sole owner. If I
stop this sustenance from you even for a day, then you will know what I mean?
Now tell me is this not true?
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Being deprived of bread

Did you see? This is the real deal my dear friends! This is how humans are
controlled directly or indirectly. Control the sources of sustenance and you can
control human beings. This is exactly like the ringmaster in a circus who is able
to control even the king of animals, the ferocious lion. Why does the lion do
whatever the ringmaster wants him to do? - Because it gets food only after it
has performed its routine in the circus. It does not get anything before that. The
lion gets into this routine and forgets its own nature. Now look at Pharaoh? He

says: 389! ,;.’i;;[:’ - on a smaller scale one can be given some bread some of the
times, but, when one claims the highest level (‘_}E‘Jl}of authority it is altogether a

different matter. Am I not the highest of all sustainers, Pharaoh thunders? And
then his big ego is reflected by the plural pronoun We or 61 . This is the style

of the Quran where We is used instead of 1 to represent power and

authority. Then the Quran says: J;ﬁ!;ﬁﬁ*}ftdﬁiﬂtﬂ;" (79:25) And thereupon
God took him to task, (and made him) a warning example in the life to come as
well as in this world.[Asad]. So, the Quran is telling here: Look at what
happened even to that greatest of tyrants, Pharaoh, who had full control over the
sources of sustenance? The chains that he had placed on his people were flipped
on to him for the crimes he had committed before and the crimes he was to
commit later.This happened according to the divine system of the law of
requital. This is the meaning of “JgE”(Nakaal) — to constrain someone and stop

his movement. This needs further explaination.

Another name of wrong action is punishment

My dear friends! Here in (79:25) it is said that it is not that Pharaohs authority
was snatched; that he was defeated and made a prisoner; that he was punished
and tortured. This was not the case and neither the goal. He had transgressed all
limits and had committed crime against humanity. The Quran has used the word
" J§&" (Nakaal) here which means Pharaoh was restrained; that limits were put
on him. Whatever his crimes; whatever his wrongs actions; and whatever wrong
system he had implemented and put in place; and whatever wrong he was doing
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further the results of all these wrongs got attached to his back like
Radeef; it was as if these results got stuck to Pharaohs back and sat behind
him on the camel of his tyranny that he was riding and went wherever he went,
and these became the fetters and chains for Pharaoh in the end. This is called
“Jg" ( Nakaal) my friends! This is the same thing the Quran has said as
punishment to cut the hands of a thief (5:38), metaphorically speaking.This is to
make such a restriction or “ Jg5'( Nakaal) that one cannot do such things. Now
the Quran says: @ﬁ‘i};ﬂa@&qéq (79:26) - In this, behold, there is a lesson

indeed for all who stand in awe (of God).[Asad]. That is, the story of the
confrontation of Pharaoh and Musa (PBUH) that We have repeated here and the
consequent liberation of Israelites that We have mentioned this is not just for
the sake of history but for “83ic” or learning lesson. The meaning of “c” is
very remarkable. Its root meaning is bridge. The bridge is a means by which
one standing on one side of it and whose destination is a road on the other side,
is able to get to his destination. The story is only a metaphor; it is a simile; it is a
symbol - i.e., it is a bridge by which one can reach the reality. Please do not
simply read the words of the Quran as beautiful stories and feel happy about it.
This is not the aim of the stories described in the Quran. These stories are, in
fact, bridges by which one has to reach the deeper realities of life for which the
Quran says: aﬁﬁuﬂ - one must be fearful of the wrong consequences of
violating the divine laws. So, one must submit to these laws wholeheartedly.
This is the meaning of gé-ﬁ‘f - that is, one should submit to these because
transgressing them will bring the same result as happened to Pharaoh.

My dear friends! We have covered until verse 26 of Surah A/-Naziat (<& ,j{f.lt)
This topic concludes here. Next is a different topic of how the external universe
provides witness for Quranic realities. This we will discuss in the next lecture.

Aol el Ju

O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what
we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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