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QUALITY PISTON RINGS

THE ONLY MANUFACTURERS OF INTERNATIONAL QUALITY
PISTON RINGS IN PAKISTAN.

MINIMIZE WEA
RESTORE COMPRESSION
GET MORE POWER
CONTROL OIL

CALL US FOR THE EXCELLENT RECONDITIONING OF
AUTOMOBILE ENGINES OF ALL KINDS.

M. SHAH MOHAMMAD
& SONS (PVT) LTD.

OUTSIDE PAK GATE, MULTAN, PAKISTAN
PHONE OFFICES: $45071, 75571, 539071-73
FACTORY S50171
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and without any equivalent (112:1,2) and no
one is like him (112:4). He neither sleeps,
nor rests (2:255). God is infinite, in all His
attributes. Therefore we can never truly
understand the nature of God, the way we
understand other physical phenomena.
However God has other characteristics,
commonly known as His names (Asma-al
Husna) (20:8), which have special
significance for mankind. These attributes
define how God manifests in our world.

The Holy Quran tells us that the
human beings have been bestowed with
divine energy (32:9), which does not follow
any physical laws for its development,
although the human bedy is constantly
going through a biological process and
changes all the time. This divine energy
bestows a unigue personality on each
human being; it stays individual as one
indivisible unit, but it gets developed as an
integral whole. Of all the creations of God,
human beings are unigue in that they
have been given a personality which has
the potential to develop  similar
characteristics to that of Geod (91:.7-8).
Characteristics of God's personality are
perfect, fully developed and infinite, while
human personality at bith is raw and
undeveloped. For it to develop, it is
important that it should have as an
objective, a standard that at all time is an
ideal. This objective standard incorporates
all attributes of God. As a human being
develops these attributes, he comes nearer
to God. Once these Godly traits are
developed, the human being becomes a
Momin.

This has also been described in the Holy
Quran, as adopting the colour of God
(2/138). Itis the ideal standard according to
which human beings can judge whether
their personalities have gone through the
right development, or whether they still lack
something. | should mention, however, that
God has some unique attributes (like He is
the First and He is the Last (57:3), or He is
the one who started the process of creation
in this world (39:46), etc. which no human
being can achieve). Here | am talking
about those other traits which are attainable
by man. These include among others,
having creative intuition, to have kindness,
to be just, to be fair, to be pure, to be
rational, to be patient, to provide for the
needs of others, to nourish others, to be
strong, to protect others; to be a planner, to
use force (for the defense of the weak), to
be soft where needed and to be iough when
required, In short, to be peaceful within
and to ensure peace all around.

This is where Ramadan has special
significance. During this month we should
concentrate and educale ourselves once
again by reading and pondering over the
whole Quran, so that we can understand
these special concepts which God has
given us. Fasting during the month, is an
excellent exercise in self control as it
consclidates our inner strength to fight
temptations. We need it to live our lives
according to the value system gwen by the
Holy Quran.

LY



Ubedur Rahman Arain

The meonth of Ramadan reminds
us, that the Holy Quran was revealed to
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) for the first
time during this Lunar month, around 600
AD. Thus this month has atiained a
significance which no other month has
Considering the universality of Islam, and
the Holy Quran being its primary source;
this month is important for not only Muslims
but for all mankind. The Holy Quran guides
mankind on all aspecis of life Including
social, economical, cultural and self
preservation issues. At every important
conjecture, it tells us that if humanity would
follow Quranic guidance, it will rediscover
the paradise that was lost by man as a
result of disobedience of God's direct
instructions. It was through this message
that the last and the final Messenger of
Allah (God), Mohammed (PBUH), started to
reform and transform a cruel disintegrated
and ignorant sociely into a kind, united, and
enlightened one. He was diligent in warning
human beings of the dangers that were
threatening them and saved them from the
consequences of living a life of exploitation,
injustice, and ignorance. The Holy Quran
was practically implemented by him during
his lifespan, and thus his life has become
the best model and a guide for mankind for
all time to come. That same message, in
the form of the Holy Quran, is still with us
along with his authentic Sunnah.

Ironically, Muslims who were
directed by the Holy Gluran to work towards
solving the problems of humanity, are
unable to solve therr own problems
Brother is fighting against brother and
nations that have developed their military
might by depriving their citizens of basic
needs, are targeting other brotherly nations
in their neighbourhood for control and
power. This gives the wrong signal to non-
Muslim nations which, due to their

[Fasting : Guard Against Evi

excessive faith in secularism, already have
apprehensions about Islam.: The Muslim
Umma today must prove to the rest of the
world that it is at peace with itself, and that
their mofto is to bring peace in the world.
They should, with firm conviction and
determinatiocn and as has been instructed
by the Holy Quran and our beloved
Messenger of Allah Mohammed (PUBH),
shower each other with love and show
concern for all these who have limited
means. We should discourage all forces
which tend to deviate us from our ideals:

Islam is a way of life and does not
mierely consist of rituals. To lead this life,
the Holy Quran offers its own concept of
Allah and that of Messengers of Aliah
Malaika, Divine Books, and The Day of
Retribution. It asks us to follow these
Quranic concepts when one relates to
them. Therefore, one has to understand
the Holy Quran and live accordingly. This is
how Messenger of Allah, Mohammed
(PUBH) and his worthy companions had
established Deen (Islamic Way of Life)
1400 years ago

The first and the foremost of these
concepts is the concept of Allah in Islam.

. The famous philosopher Locke stated that if

you told him what type of God a nation has
envisaged for themseives, he could tell you
what the moral values and social structure
of that nation are. | want to highlight here
some of the attributes of Allah which are
stated in the Holy Quran. Firstly, one
should understand that the human mind
cannot truly understand the true personality
of God (6:104). There is nothing like Him
(42:11), He is neither begotten, nor does
He beget (112:3). Conseguently He does
not have any gender identification. (I have
used in this article the pronoun 'He' to refer
to God as this is the common practice in the
English language). However, He is unigue



himself to utilise his many potentialities
for the sake of others. This is a far-
reaching responsibility. which according
to Islamie theology is a vital purpose of
our existence.

The Holy Quran leaves no doubt about its
concern for the dignity of human beings.
It encourages social service in terms of
alleviating suffering, helping the needy
and caring for the weak. Again, the aim is
not simply showing mercy or doing a
good deed because it is required of us to
do so, but rather the integration of man’s
many virtues towards making himself a
balanced personality and in turn helping to
create a fair society. As explained
{17:70), Allah honours mankind:; has
given i superiority over other creatures
and has granted it special favours. On the
other hand, all human beings are equal and
everyone gets the rewards or otherwise for
what he or she has done (3:195).

One of the more fundamental liberties,
which man always strives for, is the right
to free thought and expression. In
proclaiming these liberties. however, the
UN Declaration does state limits by
recognising societal obligations, the rights
of others and the concern for morality,
public order and general welfare. These,
of course, are not unreasonable
restrictions. The Holy Quran also
recognises the need for such social norms
to be respected. but it remains singularly
certain about the value it places on
expression. In Soora Al-Rehman (55:4)
the emphasis is clear. Man has been given
intelligent  speech: the powers to
communicate; the capacity to comprehend
and the ability to explain. And the parable
(2:253) further amplifies this vital
message by highlighting differences of
opinion, and the right to differ.2/3

Clarity of expression and sanctity of

thought are desirable virtues. The Holy
Quran itself is devoid of ambiguity and
reveals: (12:1-2), that its verses are
intended to make evervthing clear; that
they are explicit and comprehensible; so
that one may adopt them with reasoning,
By this same token, the person most
dangerous in society is the hypocrite or
the ‘munafig’, who expresses things quite
differently from what he or she actually
believes and whose actions are more likely
to be tinged with ulterior selfish motives.
On a more social level and within the
realms of a just society. expressing oneself
and conversing call for certain etiquette 1o
be respected. The Holy Quran asks tha
there be no dubiety in speech: that the
language used be common and
understandable; that conversation remains
free from falsehoods and artificiality, and
that the speaker’s manner be reserved and
restrained. These virtues are. of course,
faultless !

Islam seeks to establish a society in which
everyone can walk freely and have
complete physical, mental and spiritual
freedom. The only restrictions would be
those placed by the Divine Laws. If
human beings eammestly make the effort 1o
endorse, practice and propagate the rights,
guidance, wisdom and values bestowed
upon them, then society would continue to
evolve and benefit from the boundless
munificence which Almighty Allah has
placed at our disposal. Let us then, during
this holy month of Ramadan, rededicate
ourselves to reading about, understanding
and practicing with more earnesiness, the
call for a fair and peaceful society which
the Holy Quran guides us rowards. The
creation of a blissful and universal united
nation may then become that much
easier:



Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Aziz Mamuji

In December 1948, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the 30
articles of which focused on respect for
human rights and basic personal freedoms.
The unanimous adoption of the resolution
was preceded by considerable debate; and
the final proclamation of an individual’s
personal, civil, political, economie; social
and cultural rights was understandably
hailed as an exceptional historical
achievement  which  would  have
everlasting repercussions for mankind,
Interestingly, it took the United Nations a
further 28 years to ratify the declaration
into two human rights covenants, both of
which helped to formalise the need for
universal respect for personal and social
freedoms.

Yet, over 1400 years ago, mankind had
witnessed a much more significant and,
given the circumstances prevailing at that
time, an extremely profound declaration of
rights. The revelation of the Holy Quran,
which for Muslims is the true and final
word of God, bestowed and promoted
personal and communal values which
human society till then had not fully
appreciated. This unigue Book continues
to guide and influence millions of faithful
followers all over the world. It is an
emphatic  endorsement of human
prerogatives, sefting the basis for an
equitable society in which both individual
and communal rights are unequivocally
guaranteed. But the Holy Quran is not
simply a code of ethics or a series of
directives which are to be taught and
blindly abeyed. Its message is much more

fundamental and its aims have a far deeper
meaning, dealing essentially with a
person’s inner self.  The wvalues it
propagates are absolute and timeless, and
the principles thereiri are not relative to
any particular circumstance.

Throughout the Holy Quran, however, the
need to constantly reflect on the meaning,
significance, relevance and practical
application of its timeless message is
repeatedly stressed,

The fundamental covenants of the United
Nations Declaration are, in fact, clearly
enshrined in the Holy Quran, which with
philosophical and practical justification
proclaims the rights to life, liberty,
personal security, fair trial, individual
privacy, education and social equality.
And more importantly, it

propounds the freedom of movement,
thoughu religion, opinion and expression,

The main doctrine of islam is that the
purpose ¢ exwtence of man, as of all
other creatures,

is the submission to the inimitable laws of
God. But whereas nature in general obeys
God’s laws instinctively, man alone
possesses the choice to comply or to
disobey. The consequences of man’s
action are judged by God, He being the
creator and the real law maker in this
universe. There is, however, no
compulsion in Islam, and man s
encouraged to reason, to seek, to question
and to judge. This naturally generates a
moral struggle, manifested by man's
constant endeavor to comfort and satisfy
his inner self. and then to laak hevar i



BOOK REVIEW

Islamic Pakistan : Illusions & Reality
by Abdus Satar Ghazali

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations, a book, entitled ° Islamic Pakistan
lllusions & Reality * about Pakistan's 50 years
political hislory has been launched on the
Internet. The book, written by a Kuwait-based
Pakistani journalist, Abdus Sattar Ghazali,
contains ten chapters. The first chapter deals
with Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah's
vision of Pakistan in which author emphasizes
that the founder of the nation envisioned
Pakistan as a modern democratic state to be
run strictly on the basis of merit and where all
citizens, imespective of their religion or caskor
creed will be equal before the law.

In Chapter two the author discusses
the role of Ulema in the struggled for Pakistan
and points out that as the old generation is
gradually vanishing from the political scene of
_ the country_The Ulema, who opposed the
creation of Pakistan, are now being projected as
the co-founders of the country.

The third chapter-the first Islamic

Republic- details the constitution making
process and the palace infrigues of the two
govemor generals, Ghulam Mohammed and
Iskandar Mirza. The First Martial Law and the
Second Martial Law are the titlles of the fourth
and fifth chapters that discuss the regimes of
Field Marshal Ayub Khan and General Yahya
Khan. In Chapter six, the author analyses the
faclors that led to the break-up of Pakistan and
creation of Bangladesh.
Chapter six deals with the six and half year's
! rule of Zulifgar Ali Bhutto while the Third Martial
Law is the title of chapler seven which details
the eleven year rule of General Zia ul Haq. The
ninth chapter is called the Rebirth of Democracy
that deals with the restoration of democracy
after the sudden death of General Zia in a plane
crash in August 1988. This chapter discusses
the major avents and developments of Benazir
Bhutto’s both stints in office as well as Nawaz
Sharif first stint in office and his first 100 days in
office after the February 1997 polls.

Chapter ten, which is the largest one, is entitled
* What Is the frue siate of affairs?.” In this
chapter the author tries to points out the follies
and blunders committed by the successive
military and civilian governments that led to the
current political chaos and virlual economic
bankruptcy. The book ends with a Chronology of
Pakistan from August 1947 to May 1997,

The author sets the tone of the book in
the introduction where he says that two factors
Istam and the army — have remained decisive
throughout the chequered political history of
Pakistan. The army has worked in collaboration
with civilian bureaucracy and feudal aristocracy.
The hierarchical system establishment in
Pakistan, is based on two major well organized
Institutions of the establishment — the civil and
the military bureaucracy-both of which are
closely related and inter connected in their
ideological and political properties. Their major
social base is the feudal and the post-feudal
landlord class. The intact feudal structure and
religious institutions all worked in tandem for
common interests in refaining the status quo
and stil pose a threat to any real social
transformation. Although Pakistan's ruling elite
Is working within the framework of a democracy,
the republican form of govermment had been
republican in a very narrow and restricted
sense. As the things are today it does not matter
in the least for the majority of Pakistanis
whether there is democracy in the country or
dictatorship. Forthe masses, life was the same
during General Zia's 11-year dictatorship as in
Nawaz Sharifs democracy. The present system
threatens to remain so for a millennium if a
revolution does not overtake it.

Islamic Pakistan ; lllusions & Reality,
with 300 pages is the only book of its kind about
Pakistan that is available on Internet. It is now
published in Islamabad by the National Book
Club,

Intemat address: :
www.peoplesoft.com/peopoepages/g/moham
mad_ghazall/ghazali.htm
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Caesar and the Khusroes, along with high
priests. symbolised by Haaman for all times. |
wonder how many of us could or are challenging
the unipolar power of today. Mow, | am not
suggesting that the intellectuals of Pakistan
have no right to disagree with the Islamic
ideology. but they certainly do not have the right
to <hift the image of the Qaid from the position
he look. They should do their homework before
they speak in public and wrile. in the national
press, The "Islamic religious political groups®
opposed the Qaid's Muslim League not because
it was secular, as Hamza Alavi would have us
believe, but because it made it very clear that
the State based on Quranic values Uproots
priest craft, feudalism and monarchical
despotism. In other words, Pakistan was to be
iheir deathknell. The Pharachs, the Qaroons and
the Haamans would have to make way for the
people, their erstwhile victims. No wonder, the
moment the Pakistan Movement triumphed, they
hijacked it and as of yore, monopolised and
distorfed the Aubiya's Message. This is where
the intellectuals have failed and lost the viclory
by default throughout the history of human kind.
This is the tragedy of Man.

It is notl surpnsing that having thrown
the “Islamic ideology” into the lap of the Mullah,
the Pakistan Movement has been demeaned by
Hamza Alavi in his lecture as a middie class
demand “lo secure quotas of jobs in slale
employment”. At this stage | can only guole from
Khalid M. Ishagque's articia mentioned above. He
writes: "Il was not the Arabs who carmied Islam
on their shoulders, it was Islam which introducad
thern to the rediscovery of the ethical
dimensions of the universe, freedom of mind,
and knowledge which provided light for
meaningful action™ | suppose we are not yet
prepared for these dimensions. We still have to
grow up. But this does nol mean that we should

indulge in intellectual dishonesty and falsify
history. The great playwright, Bemard Shaw
made a poinl when in his play “The Arms and
the Man® in answer to the query "what will
history say?" made Napoleon remark: "History
will tell lies as usual®

In the end | would like 1o request
Hamza Alavi to let us know the source of
information about the April 1947 meeting when
the plan for a united Bengal was mooted. | have
partially made an effort to find it, but so far have
not been successiul. All that | know is that in the
1940 Lahore Resolution i was slated” —eeeeeees
the areas in which the Muslims are numerically
in a majority as in the Norh-Western and
Eastein Zones of India should be grouped to
consfitute "Independent States® in which the
constituent units shall be autonomous and
sovereign™. However, in Aprl 1848 in Dehli, the
Resolution was amended al the behest of
Suhrawardy “-—— to constitule a sovereign
independent State comprising Bengal and
Assam in the North-East zone and the Punjab,
the Morth weslern Frontier Province, Sindh and
Baluchistan in the North-West zone”. It was only
after independence when Bengal, unfairly
divided, was rocked by riots that Mr. Suhrawardy
along with Mr. Gandhi walked together on foot to
pacify the people under the slogan independent
"United Bengal®. this made Suhrawardy
unpopular in  Pakistan. When he did not
succeed, he retumed to Easl Bengal and
entered its politics.

About the April 1947 meeting | am
ignorant, Hamza Alavi may please help us by
supplying the source of information.

(Note: This article was sent to the Editor DAWN
in the form of a letter , which however they did
not print).

PLESE MAKE SURE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE YEAR

1998 IS DULY PAID AND YOUR PESONAL ACCOUNT IN THE

OFFICE OF IDARA IS TIMELY REPLENISHED

|
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FALSIFICATION OF HISTORY

Ms Shamim Anwar

In the DAWN issue of Sunday
December 28, it was a gralifying experience fo
read Khalid M. Ishaque’s aricle in the magazine
section, caplioned “Time for Muslims to change
direction”. B was a mature and scholarly
exercise. | wonder why the author has nol
entered the joumnalistic venture oftener (this is
the first, if | recall comrectly, in DAWN in the last
one year) especially during the celebration of the
Golden Jubilee of independence. In DAWN,
among other papers, during this “celepration”
the very existence of Pakistan has been
questioned and the Qaid-e-Azam has been
misinterpreted to suit the theores of the authors
concemed. Even suggestions lo confederate
with India have been given and membership of
SAARC considered as being a fore shadow of if.
if only Khalid M. Ishague had plunged into the
fray, we would have amply benefited from it and
the fog of confusion would have evaporated from
our minds.

For instance, in the same issue of
December 28, in the "City" section, Hamza
Alavi's leclure at the Lahore Press Club
aranged by Anjuman Barai Taleem Research
Institute was reported, saying "Qaid belisved in
nationhood on termtonal grounds™. This thesis is
put forward on the ground that the Qaid
welcomed the Idea of a United Bengal in April
1847 at the behest of Suhrawardy and others.
To say the least, | do not see any logic in this
argument. The principle was of Muslim majority
areas, be i in the NorthEast, MorthWest or any
other area. They could be one state or more
than one, it does not compromise the ideological
principle. (It is interesting to note here that

Canada and U.S.A. having a similar historical _

background, racial composition, language, the
traditional Christian religion, and the similar
capitalist ideology. they are separate
independent states. What is more, the Arabian
peninsular, with all the - above-mentioned
commeonalfies, is split info ten states! Why then
is Pakistan targeted in season and out of

season, is an enigma fto me.) However
intellectuals in Pakistan and outside Pakistan
are allergic fo the word "ideclogy” as if it was the
devil's den. Inko Saanp Soongh Jata hai. They
forget that any system, capitalist or communist
or whatever, is based on philosophical abstract
world-views and concepts on human existence.
No systemn can be established and can survive
without idealism, without a dream. Martin Luther
King —— remember he had a dream? Without i,
life is aimless and barbaric. The funny thing is
that while leflist ideclogies are accepted and
eulogised, any link of an ideclogy with Pakistan
Movement is immediately rejected as poison, so
much so, that copious quotes, clear and incisive,
both before and after independence till his
passing away, as from a lawyer of the Qaid's
Stature, are ignored. When comered with these
quotes, it is said that the dead should not be
allowed to rule over the living. Right! If the Qaid
is dead, so are Karl Marx, Lenin, Mac and Ho
Chi Minh. Does that prove anything? it is not the
individuals who are eternalised, it is the idea that
one projects. Any truth, spoken or writlen is
never lost. Truth is not subject to time and
space. And to implement the Truth or any idea,
territory, people and a free govermnment are a
prerequisite. Terrifory is @ means to an end, not
an object to be worshipped. a "nation-state”
thereby is a very primitive concept.. an extension
of tribalism, a change in quantity not quality.
Human beings as a human family, eventually
belong to one homeland, the planet earth. This
was lgbal's and Jinnah's dream, and Pakistan
was to be a means 1o that end.

But the tragedy is that intellectuals like
Hamza Alavi confuse and identify the Quran with
Mullahism and theocracy. | wonder if they realise
that thereby they  directly hit at
Muhammad{PBUH) as a Mullah, or for that
matter, any Mabi. However, history is a witness
to the titanic struggle of Abraham, Moses, Jesus
and Muhammad, and thelr challenge to powerful
and barbaric monarchs as Nimrod, Pharach
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DAMP - DECAY - MOISTURE 222

\ WE PROTECT YOUR HOUSE P
AGAINST

# DAMP-DECAY-MOISTURE-LEAKGE
AND
MEND, FILL, SEAL AND REPAIR \

q THE CRACKS, FISSURES, RAIFTS, GAPS AND b

EXPANSION JOINTS TO ASTM STANDARDS

HOW WEDOIT
P—r

b | SAFTY SEALERS(Pv1) LTD | <
q GALAXY SHOPPING CENTRE ALLAMA IQBAL ROAD b
5 4

’ PLEASE CALL US TO DEMONSTRATE 4

115 FEROZEPUR ROAD KARACHI
LAHORE
Phaone 7573615 -417254 Phone 4557176
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I FOUMNDED IN 1938 AT THE BEHEST OF ALLAMA IQBAL * AND E-AZAM * I

[_'i L NO.CPL-22
VOLUME : 51 .
ISSUE o3

The National
Name For
International

CAPACITORS

AMBER —The most versatle range of
single and three phase capacitors in world
class quality—quality that combines Italian

i e aE e et s i das and Japanese technology—technology that
Gn;c:nb of products include: takes the form of strict QC and perf
. Start-Run &pwlats : of %
= Fluorescent Lamp Cagecitors testing at every stage production.
» Power Factor Imwmrunent Capacitors Manufactured to international standards and
specifications

G
The national name for ineermational quabe
We also manufacture to your specifications, CAPACITORS

AMBER CAPACITORS LIMITED

Climax House, 16-Link Mcleod Road, P.O. Box 468, Lahore-Pakistan
Phone: +92 42 722 5865 & 722 6975 Fax +92 42 723 2807 & 584 &517 Thc 44335 AMBER PK




