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Introduction to development of Mafhoom-ul-Quran (MQ) Software

Shahab Aftab
Team Leader
Software Development Team

Bazm, Tolu Islam, Karachi

I'm not writing this article because of attention, it is because of an internal change
brought about by the intellectual giant Allama Parwez from audio cassettes to his
video cassettes along with his books interspersed with meaning through having an
aim, purposeful, explanations which has revitalized me when studying what others
have to say about the Quran.

Islam in the modern times finds its roots in the works of the great Allama Parwez and
he is thus proving to be the most influential man in this millennium as well.

In Allama Parwez estimation he had considered Lughat-ul-Quran and Mafhoom-ul-
Quran as the final link of this series. But afterwards he considered that without
Tabweeb-ul-Quran the series shall remain incomplete.

The main purpose of a PDF or an eBook is to read or print, to take full advantage of
Allama Parwez work, retrieval of lot of cross-references are important because they
form an integrated network structure of relations existing between different aspects
of Quran, such as of Quranic data (Mafhoom-ul-Quran), Quranic dictionary
(Lughat-ul-Quran), Quranic encyclopedia (Tabweeb-ul-Quran), assembling of
literal, contextual, content and semantic information which are essential to grasp a
comprehensive understanding of the Quran.

The reader can appreciate that to manually retrieve the cross-referenced information
of Quranic data (Mafthoom-ul-Quran), Quranic dictionary (Lughat-ul-Quran),
Quranic encyclopedia (Tabweeb-ul-Quran), would take enormous time, dedication
and effort.

Reading in the 21" century is not confined to print reading, reading habits are
changing. How we read is evolving, reading of online readers is in transition due to
Internet surfing, use of desktop and smart phone software applications i.e. non-
sequential, interactive and extensive reading. There is a widespread practice to read
Quran without understanding its meaning, thus ignoring the substance of Quran, this
attitude is changing now a days. Educated youth of the Muslims is returning towards
the Quran.
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The current situation is becoming urgent to develop and convert the above
immovable information into flexible software programs, create Internet portals and
smart phone applications, unlike a PDF or an eBook, meaning that it can be
manipulated in many ways, to fit the needs of researchers, students and truth seekers
who want to study the Quran in the right perspective and to transform our personality
according to the Quranic ideals by differentiating the formal meaning to functional
meaning, and consequently to get rid of the misunderstanding of the meaning of the
Quran.

The purpose of developing Mathoom-ul-Quran (MQ) software is to integrate data of
Mafhoom-ul-Quran, English version of Mafhoom-ul-Quran (Exposition of Quran),
Quranic dictionary (Lughat-ul-Quran), and Quranic encyclopedia (Tabweeb-ul-
Quran), providing a unifying framework for building and developing MQ related
applications.

The Bazm, Tolu Islam Karachi initiated the project of Mafhoom-ul-Quran (MQ)
software in mid-2013 and hired a dedicated team of persons for converting the
printed data of Mathoom-ul-Quran and Lughat-ul-Quran into digital data in the first
phase, thereafter two passes of proof reading of the entire converted data along with
the correction of typographical error was accomplished. A team of software
developer for the purpose of developing Mafthoom-ul-Quran (MQ) software and
Internet applications were hired. An initial version (alpha) is available for review
and feedback, a website application is also in progress and will be available very
soon.

In future a mobile-friendly and usable across multiple platforms, from Android to
Windows to attract an even larger audience shall be implemented.

It is most enlightening that some of Allama Perwez's work is translated in up to
eleven languages, out of 50 plus books. The importance of the project that may one
day help make all content available in multiple languages is exciting, although
English is the contemporary language which can also provide tremendous functional
and global advantage.

The software to be effectively usable by an international audience, they must be at
least provided with Urdu and English language content to making data and
information accessible to all people around the world.

So far the softcopy of the translation of Mafthoom-ul-Quran in English (Exposition of
Quran) is available and has been integrated in the software, though the printed
English translation of Lughat-ul-Quran is available in stores, we are still unable to
get hold the softcopy of the same.

Our dedicated team is currently working to integrate the data of Tabweeb-ul-Quran,
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however if we get the soft data of English version of Lughat-ul-Quran, the same can
alsobe incorporated in the software applications.

Outline of the salient features of the Mathoom-ul-Quran software:

L.

10.

11.

12

13.

14.

15

The Internet, desktop and smart phone applications involves combining data
residing in different sources and providing users with a unified view of these
data.

The interface is laid out in searching, browsing format to a particular topic with
minimal clutter so that the work flow is more natural and intuitive. The tabbed
search interface lets you pursue several lines of investigation simultaneously,
keeping multiple searches open at the same time.

Advent of online digital Quran and an increase of online Quran learners
worldwide

Faster and integrated access to key and integrated information

The invention of number of IT applications that ease retrieval of information
from Quran

Identify the key components and phases while searching the Quran text

Integration of Quran word by word with Root Word and Quranic dictionary
(Lughat-ul-Quran)

Root Word based Search with Quranic dictionary (Lughat-ul-Quran)

Retrieval and Display of Mafhoom-ul-Quran and Exposition of Verses (Basic
text search)

Search Verses containing Words with Same Roots, with Quranic dictionary
(Lughat-ul-Quran)

Retrieve Words with Same Root with Quranic dictionary (Lughat-ul-Quran)

. Search Whole Verse containing all Words in Verse with Roots and (Lughat-ul-

Quran)

A salient feature of application is the ability to retrieve Quranic verses,
Mafhoom-ul-Quran and Exposition, Root Word, (Lughat-ul-Quran) using
search phrases in languages other than Arabic.

Searching by using filters, like in selected Surahs or within some ranges of verse.

. Search Quran by entering parameters, such as, ayah no., surah name, root word

etc.
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16.

2.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

Design and development for all necessary components for searching, reading,
annotation, mobile applications and Internet around the central theme of
Mathoom-ul-Quran and Quranic dictionary (Lughat-ul-Quran) —In progress

Inter-Language search, you can search in English and Urdu and get the Arabic,
Root Word, Mafhoom-ul-Quran, Quranic dictionary (Lughat-ul-Quran),
Exposition information for it

Development of Web based applications like Quranic portals — Under
construction

Development of mobile based like Windows & Android applications —Future
implementation

Capable of fine distinction between formal and functional meanings of Quran,
which plays a significantrole in achieving better understanding

Comparison of Mafhoom-ul-Quran with different translations — Internet based,
under construction

Search based on Tabweeb-ul-Quran titles and sub-titles with display of related
verses of Mafhoom-ul-Quran, integration with Root Word, Quranic dictionary
(Lughat-ul-Quran)—In progress.

Off-line MQ Software for desktop installation would be available for download
form website as well as on Cds

Links of available different Lughats (Quranic dictionaries) such as of Lane's and
different Quran translations would be available for download.

For example: a user making a request through MQ software, searching Quranic
encyclopedia (Tabweeb-ul-Quran), like "find Ayats relating to main title: "' a!”” and
its sub-title” would be accessed within no time, integrated of course with Mafhoom-
ul-Quran, Exposition of Quran, Root words and Lughat-ul-Quran.
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We would like to thank especially Mr. Igbal in Representative of Bazm Tolu Islam,
Karachi who pushed the limits, remain steadfast and work tirelessly to make it come
true.
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Surah Al-Naziat (=\= 1) — Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 30: Chapter 4
By G. A. Parwez
(Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is June 8, 1984 and today's lecture starts with Surah A/-Naziat
(e JAlY). As I had mentioned at the end of my last lecture the first five verses of this
Surah are comprised of just two words each. As far as my knowledge goes the
essence of Deen; the ultimate goal of Islam; the genesis of the Islamic duty of the
Ummah; the strategy for a new world-order— all of these, amazingly, have been fully
incorporated in just these ten words. This is the miracle of the Quran! And you may
very well imagine what my emotional state becomes whenever I ponder on the
Quran's literary style and its richness of focus: I simply become ecstatic. And as for
its power and greatness, the Quran itself says that: ['.;[; s;;]'j d:; JT-. Oi_”ﬂ] 152 ﬁj_’j]’ _ﬂ
ﬁla:_;_;o;w (59:21)—Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, verily, thou
wouldst have seen it humble itself and cleave asunder for fear of Allah. [Yusuf Ali].
After all! Humans are not stones. They have emotions. And I start shaking in awe of
the Quran's power and eminence whenever [ get to such places. Explaining such
verses is a challenge and requires extraordinary courage. I keep praying to Allah to
give me strength, otherwise I do find courage to face these verses. Igbal said it

beautifully:
Passion taught me the mystery of the Word I wish to convey;
May Allah give me the breath of Gabriel, only then I will say!

Yes, my dear friends, it requires one to have the breath of Gabriel to venture to
explain these verses. Otherwise, what is my humble position compared to the
Quran's supreme position!? Anyway, I shall try my best to present the profound

meanings contained in these verses. But this requires some initial introduction.
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Result of self-centered thought—from individuals to nations

My dear friends, let us look the individuals first. The aim of every individual —ifhe is
religious — is his salvation. He is obsessed to achieve his own salvation. He works
very hard at it; he bears all kinds of hardships; and he undergoes harsh esoteric
exercises to achieve his salvation. He is focused on his own salvation unconcerned
about his neighbor's. If, on the other hand, he is materialistically oriented then he
worries about his own career advancement; he works for his own success and
material comforts of life. If you go beyond individuals to nations — you find the same
pattern. Every nation strives for its own success; its own material progress; its own
power and control, no matter if its progress occurs at the expense of other nations, or
by sucking their blood. The national hero is one who is most patriotic. What is beinga
patriot mean? Well, it means — one is a patriot if one works for the benefit one's own
nation by squeezing other nations. Who are those people whose statues don the
corridors of power, and whose names are written in golden letters in history? Those
are the ones who were passionately driven day and night for their own national

interests ofall kinds; and for whom the only motto was: my nation—right or wrong.

My dear friends, if we do in our private life what we do in the name of national
interest then we would be called a big Satan. In the words of famous thinker: “If we
did for ourselves what we do for our country, what rascals we should be.” — Cavour,
Foreign Affairs, July, 1952. Rascals they may be. But their people make them heroes;
worship them; and erect their statues. Why shouldn't they? What didn't their “*heroes”
do for their national interest, its power, and its glory? Who knows how many nations
and individuals they exterminated in the process? But who cares about them?
Whatever bloodshed, destruction, and mayhems are going on in the world today the
reasons are the same. Powerful nations always think about their own power, their
own control, and their influence in the world. They don't care what happens to other

nations. This is what has been going on all through human history. And today the
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same thing is going on in front of our eyes — religionist seeking his own salvation in

the afterworld and the materialist seeking his own gain in this world. Here “own”
may mean “own family” or at the very most “own nation”. But in human history we
see an exceptional nation: A nation whose Arab leader made it distinct and unique in
all the nations. We just saw how a nation decorates its hero — that is, one who brings
glory and greatness to his nation at the expense of other nations. Contrary to this, the
Quran raised a nation whose motto was: wﬁuééﬂaﬂﬁiﬂ (3:110)—YOU ARE
indeed the best community that has ever been brought forth for (the good of)
mankind [Asad]. My dear friends, these are the places where the Quran remains
unparalleled and unique. In all of human history you won't find another nation
which was raised solely for the benefit of all humankind. But the Quran raised such a
nation. In Arabic language the letter “J” in “_<CU” means: for benefit. What has the
Quran said here? — That a new nation has been raised whose life's mission is to
work for the benefit of humanity. And the duty of this nation's Messenger (PBUH) is:
;ézéjg'&ﬁaﬁgﬁﬁ;; ;i:; ;:.::; (7:157) — and lift from them their burdens and the

shackles that were upon them (aforetime) [Asad].
The duty of the last Prophet (PBUH) and his companions

My dear friends, the very purpose of Prophet's life was that he shall release humanity
from all kinds of bonds and chains —not just of his own people but of entire humanity;
that he will throw away all the heavy burdens that had been placed on human beings
by temporal and religious authorities. This was the duty of the last Prophet (PBUH)
and the Messenger of Islam. And after him his Ummah inherited this duty via the
Quran. This is the purpose of Deen. The Quran says: gj:@i%; (90:10) — We
have shown both the ways. One of them is such that humans normally avoid it:
m‘:ﬁlfﬁ (90:11) — But he would not try to ascend the steep uphill road. This is a
difficult task — one cannot climb fast on such a steep uphill road. One needs to stop

frequently and take deep breaths. This is the road of Deen. This is the road of Islam.
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This is the life's mission of this nation which has been raised for the benefit of
humanity. Now the Quran says: 5:5:]1[’;&1,};1{;; (90:12) — And what could make thee
conceive what it is, that steep uphill road? The answer: 3:.35‘55 (90:13)—(Itis) to free

a slave [Pickthall]. This is the goal of Deen. This is the right road of Deen which is
like climbing up a steep hill — i.e., to eradicate slavery from this world. The Quran
does not go into details of this. It enunciates its principle in just two words: ﬁjiﬁ
(90:13) — It is to free a slave. But this principle so deep that one could write a book

about this.
Lack of sustenance gives birth to all kinds of subservience

My dear friends, the highest of repression is being deprived of sustenance; being
deprived of the basic needs of life. Compliance then follows naturally. All rulers first
try to control the sources of sustenance. And once people become deprived of their
basic needs oflife it is to turn them into slaves. A slave is always obedient. One who is
not deprived will never be enslaved. There is a phrase in our language that we use
very often to protest submission: Do | eat someone else's handout? So, how dare he
could dictate me!? This is how a life of slavery and obedience begins — by being
deprived of basic sustenance. The Quran says that its arduous program of climbing
the uphill road begins when the conditions are difficult: mgj aﬂﬂlﬂ (90:14)
—And to feed in the day of hunger [Pickthall]. That is, when the basic necessities of
life become very scarce due some natural disaster (e.g., earthquake) then to make
sure that no one remains hungry; that everyone's basic needs are met— this is the road
of Deen. In the ultimate goal of releasing humans from bondage and chains of all
kinds of slavery the first step is to begin from this point — fulfilling the basic physical
needs of people by opening the door of sustenance to everyone; and to make sure that
no one feels alienated in the society, not even an orphan: ﬁﬁm (90:15) — An
orphan near of kin [Pickthall]. What to say of these two words * ﬁlgr@ 7 my

friends! In two words the Quran says it all — Don't let anyone feel alone in society?
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Here “alone” does not mean that one is in a jungle or in a desert or in a lonely place. It

is not a physical loneliness. It actually means that one should not feel alone even

though one is surrounded by a throng of people.
The first step of climbing the uphill road

My dear friends, don't go far. Just look at your condition today and honestly tell:
aren't you feeling alone while living in this society? In reality, every one of us is
an orphan, broadly speaking. Whoever is facing difficulties, is suffering alone:
fﬁ:lﬁ@;}f(%: 16)—orofaneedy lying in the dust [Asad]. Leave aside the one who
isnot able to work. Take the one who is struggling day and night to find a job. He goes
out in search of a job — any job. He goes from door to door in the hope of finding
anything but returns home in the evening laden with dust. If he is lucky he works as a
laborer lifting mud and bricks all his life that does not pay enough to feed his family.
He becomes stuck (=S static) in this rut for the rest of his life. But life means
journey and movement — life is nothing but a passion for journey. Even at the normal
physical level life is measured by movement. If one disturbs a still insect and if it

moves then we know it is alive, otherwise not.

These Arabs were a strange people. If a snake, all curled up, is lying still one will
never know if it is alive or dead? But if you disturb it a little then you will
immediately know by its movement that indeed it is alive. Movement is essence of
life and the word “<La" is derived from this movement that is depicted by such a
scenario as described above. Life and movement are inseparable from each other.
When individuals or nations get stuck and are not able to move forward then that is
the shackle that chains them into slavery. The first step then is: ﬁjéﬁ (90:13) —to
free a slave [Pickthall]. Did you notice what the essence of Deen is? It is: ﬁjéﬁ
(90:13) - to free a slave. The Quran does not go into its details except to mention one
aspect that slavery begins when other humans get hold and control of sources of

sustenance. This is where the first step of the goal of Deen begins; this is where its
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practical implementation begins: Bf.ij.ﬂ; (90:13)—to free a slave. This is the first step

along this uphill road.

You see that it is the Quran's clear order to its nation to free slaves and eradicate
slavery from this world. So, do you think this nation will enslave free people? But the
Muslim history — our so-called Islamic history — tells that Muslim kings used to have

up to three thousand slaves and concubines. This issue is being debated until today.
Demand for atleast one concubine in the parliament of Pakistan

My dear friends, if you remember some time ago there was a debate about this issue
in the parliament of Pakistan, and somehow my name came into the picture. What to
do?—TItis impossible to explain it without giving an example. When I raised this issue
against slavery and concubinary, it is as if, I poked a bechive. The religious
establishment started a crusade against me. Mr. Abul Ala Maududi has written a book
on this topic and he has proclaimed that slaves and concubines are part of Islam! He
shouts who has the guts to say that it is forbidden? He even resorted to name-calling.
He alleged that I have lost my mind. What was my “crime” according to him? Hold
your breath! It was that I brought the proof against slavery and concubinary from the
Quran. So much so that in the parliament of Pakistan a religionist stood up and
demanded that if not more, then allow at least one concubine. This is happening
today when the UNO in its charter has forbidden slavery. But who cares about the
UNO? — Our religious establishment insists that keeping slaves and concubines is a
[slamic duty! It says that when we acquire power — that is, when our version of Islam
comes to power — then no one will be safe. We proclaim that we have freedom; but
which freedom are we talking about anyway when we are told to follow thousand
year old man-made sharia laws, knowing full well that these are impossible to
implement; knowing full well that these are against knowledge; knowing full well
that these are against the Quran? But we feel helpless. We have to accept them. These

are all different forms of slavery although on the surface it does not look like it. This
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is why Igbal said about the Quran: It is a message of death for all kinds of slavery.

Slavery is not just putting a rope around the neck. It is to lose one's freewill. You are
not allowed to quote the Quran. Sharia laws become the law of the land. That is why
the Quran said that ~§:§jéﬁ (90:13)—to freeaslave —is like climbing an uphill road.

My dear friends, | was saying that one cannot even imagine that Quran will allow
such thing as slaves and concubines. If it makes — 3:.35&5 (90:13) — tofreeaslave —
the foundation of the Deen then how could it allow such a thing as slavery? Would it
say that go ahead and make other peoples slaves and concubines, and bring them
home? Absolutely never. The fact is in days when the Quran was being revealed
slavery and concubinary was common not only in Arabia but throughout the world.
The Quran closed the door of future slavery and at every step it encouraged freeing of
slaves: if you commit a sin then free a slave — whether your own or of somebody
else's, and at whatever cost it takes to free them. In the entire Quran, the message is to
free slaves, not to make slaves. Making slaves is left only to our religious priesthood

now.

My dear friends, the beginning of freedom started with — g}jéﬁ (90:13) as the first
step. The ultimate goal? — To free the entire humanity from all kinds of slavery. This
is the essence of Deen and the duty of the Ummah. Did you see this was a totally
unique and unparalleled thing in the history of humankind? History of nations goes
so far as to free one's own people from other nations'slavery. This was also the goal of
Pakistan movement which the religious leaders (Nationalist Ulema) had opposed.
Maulana Hussein Ahmad Madani (1879-1957) was in the forefront of this
opposition. His debate with Allama Igbal (1877-1938) is interesting. Maulana
Madani told Allama Igbal: Why you have started a separate movement for freedom
when our goal too is freedom from the British. Why don't you join Congress as we
have? On this the seer, this mature visionary, this Mard-e-Momin said: It is alright

that with you the goal is to get freedom from the British slavery or from anyone else's
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slavery. But to us achieving freedom is not the goal but only a first step to achieve a

higher goal. Freedom from British slavery is only a means to achieve freedom from
any other human slavery. Our final goal: to free humankind from any human slavery

exceptAllah's.
The duty of the Ummah after gaining its own freedom

My dear friends, Allama Igbal clarified the difference between Mullah's traditional
version of freedom and the Quranic version of freedom. He told Maulana Madani
that the difference between your version of freedom and ours is that: Our aim is not
just to gain our own freedom from slavery but that it is also to try to free all human
beings from slavery across the entire planet. The description in previous chapters of
the clash between Truth (Hag 3~) and Falsehood (Baatil Jiab) was supposed be a
non-stop continuous process. Their own freedom — that the Prophet (PBUH) and his
companions had gained — was for the purpose of removing all hindrances that had
been erected in the path of humanity. | had mentioned that according to normal
worldly standards the traditionalists had gained their freedom. This was to be their
goal and they achieved their goal. Now, consider our freedom. What duty was going
to be placed on the Prophet's Ummah? Well, in a nutshell, that duty is to free

humanity for all kinds of slaveries.
In choosing words the style of the Quran is also a miracle

My dear friends, please ponder on every word of the Quran. [ will say it again: please
note it down. In any case, | will keep on reminding that only after you dive deep in the
Quran that you will start understanding the meanings of its words. Please ponder on
the comprehensive of the Quranic words. Then only you will discover the miracle of
the Quran. And yet, after further pondering you will be amazed to discover that the
style of the Quran is also a miracle of the Quran. The Arabic language has thousands
of synonyms. To choose from among these thousands of words the one word to

describe the breadth and the depth of the issue at hand is in itself miracle of the Quran
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as well. Now, let us come back to the issue at hand. — The duty of the Ummah was to

free enslaved and subjugated peoples; to free them of their fetters and chains of
slavery and subjugation; and to bring them to the level of a free people. Having
broken their own chains is not their ultimate goal of life. In fact, the issue starts from

this pointin the verseathand (79:1)
Using the word “3_2” Gharg (Drowned) for subjugation and slavery

My dear friends, after this rather long but necessary introduction, let us begin our
lecture today with the first verse of this Surah: Eﬁ@ﬁ.\ﬂ (79:1). There are only two
words in this verse. To throw people into slavery and subjugation has always been the
practice of tyrant rulers. Their pitiful condition could have been referred to as “pit of
degradation” or simply as “degradation”. There are many words in Arabic language
to describe this situation. But the Quran has chosen the word “&,<" Gharg
(drowned) — to describe the despicable condition of the people! This was such a low
level of degraded state!? This is akin to drowning people in a very deep of water.
What happens when a person is drowned in deep water? — He cannot see nor listen to
anyone; and no one can listen to him. Allahu Akbar! The Quran has drawn such an
extreme picture of slavery in just one word! You can enslave and imprison a person
on the surface of the earth — but this would not produce the same effect. He can at
least cry if he cannot do anything; he can hear someone; or he can see someone. But
the tyrants put stamps on all the doors of feelings of slavery and subjugation. Now he
cannot see with his own eyes; he cannot hear with his own ears; and he cannot talk
with his own tongue. The tongue is his but the word is theirs; the lamp is his but the
night is theirs! Here the Quran has brought the word “&_¢" Gharg (drowned). I do
not know whether or not this moves your hearts, but don't ask what happens to my

feelings?
Who knows what he'd say; or see; or he'd do?

If God gave the pious one eyes like mine, too!
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Yes, indeed! If only the self-righteous one had the eyes to see that in just one word

“@,e” Gharg (drowned) the Quran has painted an extreme picture of what the rulers
do to their subjects. They turn them into: &;:;-i‘\fé &:-5 ‘ % (2:18) — Deaf, dumb,
blind - and they cannot turn back. This is what the magic of rulers does to people —
they drown people in deep waters so that they cannot hear anyone nor others can hear
them; and that they cannot see anything nor others can see them. The Quran asks its
followers to pull them out from this depth of pit, from this suffocating state. Now,
how to rescue them from the bottom of such a deep sea of subjugation and slavery?
What are the obstacles? First, the rulers won't let anyone to rescue their prey. They
won't let anyone release these slaves and prisoners. They would put up hindrances
and obstacles in this path. But, the biggest hindrance will come from the slaves
themselves. That is, when slaves become used to subjugation; when their minds

become rigid and habituated with slavery — then they don't themselves want to

change:
The arrow is not in the bow, nor is the hunter in ambush;
Yet, in a small corner of my cage, how comfortable [ feel!
Psychoanalysis of subjugated people

My dear friends! You cannot free a caged bird. I saw in India that in the early morning
some Hindus used to go for a walk while carrying their caged partridges. They
usually removed the birds from their cages. The birds dutifully followed them while
the wild birds called them to the wild. But instead of running to the wild and fly away,
it was strange to see these birds climbed on the cage and knocked at the cage door in
order to open it. They were free but they wanted to be caged again when they heard
the call of freedom from those free wild birds. This is what happens to a people who
become used to and comfortable with bondage and servitude. How beautifully

Allama Igbal putsit:

It is not at all difficult to rule by aggression;
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Once the slaves become used to oppression!

This is what happens to a people who become used to slavery? They say to the hunter:

Come, getus. We are here waiting for you.

My dear friends, before coming to the next verse let us understand the entire context
of what we have discussed by focusing our mind on the state of those who have been
subjugated and drowned: these people have lost their sense of perception; they have
lost their ability to think. On top of this their tyrant rulers constantly machinate to
make sure that they never become free; that no one is able to help them; that even if
someone stands up to these tyrants those habituated to a life of servitude do not
themselves want to get out of slavery. Now imagine a people drowned to such an
extent in the ocean of slavery — and they have to be brought out to the surface of
freedom from the bottom of this depth? What is the word that the Quran uses for this?
It is indeed a miracle, my dear friends that the Quran has used the word “<le JAI”
whose meaning is: to pull someone up by grabbing his hair. If one wants to bring
someone up by swimming and at the same time by physically holding the drowned
person, then both will drown. What the Quran has said here is the best way to save
such a person — by nudging him up by pulling his hair. When tyrants have pushed
people to such low depths of servitude then the only way to pull them out this depth is
by pulling their hair. This was the duty assigned to the Muslim Ummah by the Quran.

Moving step by step towards destination

My dear friends! The first thing is to pull the people to the surface; to bring them to a
place where, like everyone else, they could breathe: E;Eg}._ﬁ.\ﬁ (79:1). The Prophet
(PBUH) and his companions, after going through extreme struggle and
confrontation, had won their freedom — they had swum from the dark depths and had
barely reached the shores when they were told to rescue those who were still
drowned. This duty was assigned to them by Allah. What is popularly reported in

history about Islamic wars is that Islam spread through the sword. But during the first
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period of [slam — these were not wars to spread Islam but to rescue the oppressed ones

from tyrant forces of Caesar and Cyrus. Its sacred seed was planted by the Prophet
(PBUH) himself in Medina. The Prophet (PBUH) very soon after arrival in Median
wrote letters to both Caesar of Rome and Cyrus of Persia about it. Just imagine that
the Prophet (PBUH) and his small group pf companions had barely set foot in
Medina when he wrote these letters! Could there be any glaring example of David vs.
Goliath than this? The Prophet (PBUH) wrote letters to them that stop oppressing
your workers and farmers. Otherwise, we will have to stop you. Just imagine! An
orphan from Arabia and refugee in Medina who had not yet fully established his
state, he 1s writing letters to the greatest empires of the time and telling them to stop
their oppression and subjugation of their own people. And, ironically, the the people
did not want to get out of their slavery because they had gotten used to this
subjugation. First, our Prophet (PBUH) and his companions had to confront these
empires and then, they had to pull these people out of the depth of the ocean of their
misery — by nudging them, and by pulling their hair. What a picture the Quran has
drawn for rescuing these oppressed people from their oppression and subjugation in
the very first verse of this Surah — E}E#ﬁﬁ (79:1)? So, they did rescue them. But
does it mean that the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions accomplished their
mission? No, that was only the first step — to breathe fresh air in an environment of
freedom after a long subjugation and oppression —in the journey towards the Quranic
destination. The next step was for them to recognize the taste of true freewill and

freedom of choice.
The concept of freedom in Islam

My dear friends, the next two words present a definition of freedom that in the history
of'the world one cannot find such an example. What is generally meant by freedom is
that a nation and its people have freedom to do anything they want to advance their
nation's material power and status. They think that they are not bound by any moral
limits. They think that they are free to make whatever decisions they like. They think

they can kill people and/or loot their resources under the guise of national security.
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This is what freedom means to them. But there is another definition of freedom —a

freedom that operates within the limits of certain principles — the universal
permanent values. This is the real freedom. Let us see how the Quran explains this by
pointing to planets and stars. Certain stars seem to remain at the same position in the
sky while planets keep moving within their prescribed orbits subject to the laws of
nature. This is real freedom — to be in motion but subject to a fixed law. Similarly, the
real freedom according to the Quran is to have full freedom to act and exercise the
power of freewill but to do so within the limits of the permanent values specified by
the Quran. This is called -\% (Nishaat) or true happiness! — have full freedom to

exercise freewill within the limits of permanent values.
Self-imposed control

Please excuse me if there is some bitter taste in this concept of freedom. Do you know
what is called happy hour now? — Well! It is when people lose control of themselves.
How sad that these misled people have not only lost their senses but have also lost
their language! But true happy hour, the real happiness comes by exercising freewill
within the boundaries of the Quanic values. I have studied world literature my
friends and I can claim unequivocally that this definition of freedom you will not be
able to find anywhere else! — To be completely free but within certain self-imposed
universal permanent values without any kind of external pressure. This is the true
freedom; and this gives the real happiness that one feels so blissful and rapturous.

What a beautiful poem is this:
You set me completely free by turning me yours;
What a beautiful slavery; what a lovely freedom!

This is the freedom that the Quran gives to its followers. This is the meaning of the
Quranic verse: Mq&.ﬁ]ﬁ (79:2) —to pull people out of the depths of darkness and to

grant them freedom within the limits of the Quranic permanent values.

My dear friends, the next verse is:mq_gﬂﬁ(?‘?ﬁ) and let us focus on the word “l& 27
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a little more in relation to the word “‘>=" in this verse, which means to swim in a free

style fashion with one's full potential. Compare and contrast the two scenarios:
scenario one is illustrated by “¥,&” (Ghargan) — meaning those who have been
subjugated and drowned: those who have been deprived of their abilities of sense-
perception; those who have lost their abilities to think — versus the scenario two
illustrated by “>3” (Sabhan) — meaning those whose abilities have been developed
to such an extent that they are able to move ahead in every field of life without any
hindrance as if they were swimming (7 means to swim freestyle) on the surface (of
life) with full power; as if they were racing on racecourse like racehorses with full
power with fully stretched legs. What to say of these two contrasting metaphors of
“W)e” (Ghargan) and “>” (Sabhan) my friends! mg@ﬂﬁ (79:3) — And this way
(after they have been pulled up from the bottom to the surface) floating swiftly in the
sea of activity, they move onwards without any obstacles in their way; without any

hinderer (the Devil) stopping them.

Momin's place according to the Quran — ¢33 (4/-a’aloun) — The topmost

position

My dear friends! The Momineen (true believers) move so fast that there is no
question of them being left behind. It is not possible for any nation to surpass them.
The Momin cannot even imagine it. His self-respect cannot even tolerate someone at
his level. That is why the Quran says: [ﬁi@[’; (79:4) — and yet overtake with swift
overtaking [Asad]. Please pay attention to these two words — in fact with the same
word root! Do you see what this nation's life duty is; what its system of life is? How
its rescue was realized from slavery and then what was its road to freedom? Do you
see how the Quran has summed up the goal of Islam in just two words —always on the
march ahead? The Quran has called Momineen (true believers) sl Y! (Al-a'aloun):
w’ﬁt Ql,c,;tﬂl;iﬁ; (3:139) — you are bound to rise high if you are true believers
[Asad]. &Y (Al-a'aloun) is the highest form of greatness beyond which no other
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greatness is possible. That is where a nation raised in the name of God, in the name of

the Quran is supposed to be. And its duty is to rescue all the oppressed peoples of the
word from the depth of misery and remove all the obstacles placed in their way by
tyrants and bring them to freedom and make them strong so that they are able to float

swiftly and march onwards.
The golden period of Islam

My dear friends, this, the first period of Islam, was the golden period of Islam. Alas!
Ifits history was not compiled from the angle as that described above! —Not only did
they come out from their depths swimming but they also pulled other drowned
peoples to the surface. The struggle of that first period; their military preparation; the
confrontation with dark forces of evil — all this was for this purpose. Such a history
would have told which nations they had pulled out from their depths of darkness; and
then they had given a freedom that the Quran calls blissful and heavenly freedom —
freedom within the limits of Quranic permanent values; and then how their potentials
were developed and actualized that enabled them to race ahead in the life of race that

no one could come even close to them.

The meaning of é&lj# (Maalike Yaumiddin) — the Master of the Day
Judgment

My dear friends! So far the Quran was explaining things in metaphors and similes. In
the next verse itnow presents its message directly: iﬂ@mﬁ (79:5)—they dealt with
all their affairs by their own thoughts and planning. How wonderful! Now, they
received the right guidance; the true freedom; and the real authority to govern by
their own freedom of choice and freewill within the limits of the Divine code:
!ﬁ%y‘ﬁyﬂg (82:19) — The (absolute) command on that day is Allah's. This is the
goal. This is the meaning of g,é.}l‘é\;u; (Maalike Yaumiddin).

My dear friends! In every ra'ka (unit) of every prayer we recite the opening Suarh
Fatiha. 1f we counthow many times we recite * Kj‘-}“-ﬁi# (Maalike Yaumiddin)” in
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all the ra'kas (units) of all the daily prayers the total comes to more than 40. And:
d&ljﬁﬁ&j;ftj (82:17) — what could make thee conceive what that Judgment Day
will be? [Asad]. If you do not know then We will tell you about it. This will be period
when this society, this code of life, this system will be such that: %ﬂﬂéﬂﬁj}ﬁ
(82:19) — It will be a Day when no human being shall be of the least avail to another
human being [Asad]. This will be the “ 2fLa¥ ¢lls (Maalike Yaumiddiny”. So, would
there be anarchy that one does what one wants? There is a famous story that after

freedom was declared an old woman was crossing the road. The traffic police told her
not to cross the road there. She told I can cross wherever | want as [ am free today. In
the mean time she got hit by a cyclist. The old woman shouted: what is this? The
cyclist replied: this is freedom! My dear friends, this is not freedom. Real freedom is
one in which no one is dependent on another human being except that every matter
will be decided based on the values laid down by Allah in the Quran. This is ol a'p—
where everyone will have equal respect. They will find out solutions to their
problems by themselves with the condition that decision re garding every matter will
be done according to the decision of Allah. This nation that had acquired freedom
with their own effort after a long struggle and after facing multiple clashes on the
battlefield — this nation pulled other nations out of the darkness of oppression and
into the light of freedom. This was the duty of the Muslim Ummah. This was the
Deen. This is the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH). This is the very first message of

action of the Quran to the nation of'its followers.

My dear friends, we have covered today the first five verses of Surah A/-Naziat
(Q&Jfﬂi)..Establishing the Deen is not a bed of roses that everything will be hunky-
dory. You have seen how tyrant rulers don't allow a single slave to become free from
their iron grip of tyranny, let alone a whole nation. The following verses continue to
the same theme of how these ruthless tyrants-do not let up on their victims, This we
will discuss in the next lecture.
LR B
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware of what

we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)

- -
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