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Justice or Just ice! iV 
By 

Aboo B. Rana 
********************************* 

 

 
 Meaning of the above verse is: the unfortunate droplet that could not 
belong in the cradle of its shell, is alienated; it can never achieve its destiny, 
to transform itself into a pearl. For the natural process to take shape, all 
things have to be in the right place at the right time.  
 What we are experiencing nowadays, are only partial pleasures, from 
the fruits of individual labours of the few great natural men in this world. What 
treasures lie hidden, if the whole of mankind involved itself, in searching for 
the Natural Order, our minds cannot fathom. Our haphazard living and limited 
knowledge will not allow us, to soar to heights, where we can transcend ourselves to become aware of Life. Our perceptions have been paralyzed by 
stagnant rituals of decomposed thoughts. We have become too immune to 
the pleasures, in the distorted world that we have made for ourselves, which 
is why we cannot visualize the real joy of life. Though I cannot say, after 
reading the Quran that it is impossible, it certainly is very exasperating even 
to think of the long road we shall have to travel, in order to find our way out of 
this mechanic jungle, back to natural living. May the Heavens help us! 
 We can only know the reality of this universe, inasmuch as it will allow 
us within human dimensions. Otherwise, as far as speculations are 
concerned, sky is the limit. In the previous discussion, I proposed that 
according to my understanding of the little knowledge which I possess, Adam 
could not live up to the standards of the Heaven of God. Hence, humankind 
was transferred to a lower level of existence, but not expelled, for its mistake, 
of going near the forbidden tree. The Arabic word Quran has used, in the story of Adam and his spouse, is ha’bouth, which means decline in English 
language. Or the meaning, to be demoted, also seems fitting in this episode. 
Quran has used the term, ‘Adam’ to represent humankind. Let me bring to 
your attention the fact, in the whole literature of the Quran, there is no 



mention of the word ‘Eve.’ The story of Adam and Eve is Biblical. The Quran 
tells us the story, in words such as, ‘Adam and his spouse.’  
 As far as Adam being a personality is concerned, according to the 
research of ParwezR, it is only mentioned once in the Quran. In the chapter of 
Al Imran verse 33. Even in this one time mention of Adam, as a personality, 
Quran does not state Adam as a messenger of God. For a messenger or 
representative of God, to make a mistake of such a colossal magnitude that 
he has been demoted to a lower level of existence, would be contrary to the 
teachings of the Quran. As time and again, Quran relates the following words of God, and Satan will have no influence with his diabolical temptations, on 
My people. For example in chapter 15; verse 42 and chapter17; verse 65, 
addressing Satan, Allah almighty in the Quran states: 
 “And upon my devoted men, you will have no influence; except those 

who have strayed from their correct path and listen to you.” 
 If Adam did make a blunder, in the Garden of Heaven, as we learn 
from the Quran, in that case he cannot then be called a messenger of Allah. 
There is another factor that becomes a source of confusion, arising in our 
belief of Adam as a messenger of Allah. Messengers are meant to guide the 
strayed human community in a certain direction. For that purpose these 
messengers bring for us, the word of God. If Adam, as is commonly believed, 
is the first messenger and human that Allah created, the question arises as to 
who was he supposed to guide. And to whom was he addressing the word of 
God, being a messenger. As angels they do not need guidance, as far as I 
know, from human beings. For the angels:  

There is not to reason why, 
There is but to do and die! 

And messengers never disobey the Almighty, or fall for the temptations of 
Satan! We know that from the Quran, in the verse that has just been quoted 
above. From whichever perspective we may think on this story of Adam, 
which the Quran narrates, we only come to one conclusion. The word Adam, 
in the Quran, means humankind. This episode is none other than an 
allegorical narration of humankind.   
 If we observe minutely, even the modern scientific thought is moving in 
the direction of the Quran though it has not yet achieved complete harmony with it. Erich Fromm, in his very interesting book, The Sane Society, which is 
a combination of socio-analysis and psychoanalysis, says:  
 “The problem, then, which the human race as well as each individual 
has to solve, is that of being born. Physical birth, if we think of the individual, 



is by no means as decisive and singular an act as it appears to be. It is, 
indeed, an important change……….but in many respects the infant after birth 
is not different from the infant before birth; it cannot perceive things outside, 
cannot feed itself; it is completely dependent on the mother, and would perish 
without her help. Actually the process of birth continues. The child begins to 
recognize outside objects, to react affectively, to grasp things and to co-
ordinate his movements, to walk. But birth continues. The child learns to 
speak, it learns to know the use and function of things, it learns to relate itself 
to others, to avoid punishment and gain praise and liking. Slowly, the growing 
person learns to love, to develop reason, to look at the world 
objectively………….The whole life of the individual is nothing but the process 
of giving birth to himself. 
 “From all we know about the evolution of the human race, the birth of 

man is to be understood in the same sense as the birth of the 
individual……..and human history is nothing but the whole process of 
this birth.” 

 Actually, the purpose of this allegory of Adam, that Quran proffers, is 
manifold. In spite of having severed his ties with Nature, humankind can still 
remove the conflict between human nature and its social rituals. This cutting 
of the umbilical cord, which related Adam with natural order, is also 
symbolical of the birth of man’s independence. This independence can only 
progress, in those who admit their mistakes. Satan refuses, as we observe in 
this episode, to bow before Adam; even though he is being commanded by 
God. Furthermore, Satan puts the blame of his errors on God. In the 
dialogues between God and Satan, famous visionary of our age Sir M. Iqbal, 
has come up with a very acute argument that is worth recalling. In the poem 
the argument put forth by Satan is: 
 “How can I dare, in this Universe that belongs to You, to disobey Your 

orders?” 
And God counter enquires from Satan, “And when did this thought dawn upon 
you? Was it before or was it after disobeying My orders?” 
 “It dawned afterwards, O Lord of Miracles!” replies Satan hopelessly. 
 Before his disobedience, Satan is admitting, he did not realize God 
was the supreme power. Perhaps, for this acceptance of God’s Omnipotence, 
even though it came after the damage was done, Satan is allowed freedom till 
the Day of Judgment.  
 I cannot, rival in depth the beauty in words, of the original poem of 
Iqbal; nevertheless, I hope I have conveyed the true meanings. In other 



words, from this allegory, we also learn that Godly system gives a chance 
even to Satan to repair a mistake. The principle of Justice is not only limited 
to human species, in natural jurisprudence. There is always present, in 
Nature, the element of hope. That one must never underestimate the 
abundance and affluence of Almighty provided man is being honest in matters 
that concern him. Surely, the Quran warns us, that Satan is on the loose and 
shall allure humankind from every possible way. At the same time, the Book 
also sympathizes and lends hope, to those who want to know the correct 
path. It is for this purpose, the Quran propounds a social order for humankind 
to adopt, in order to bring humankind in harmony with nature. Otherwise as 
Iqbal says: 

 
 In fact, it appears as though, even the word Satan in Quran has been used many a times symbolically.  In this connection, there is a hadith that 
Messenger Mohammad (PBUH) once mentioned that each one of us has our 
own Satan. One of the disciples inquired that if his Highness was also in 
possession of a Satan. “Yes! And I have converted him into a Muslim,” was 
the Messenger’s reply. Of course, with the passage of time, as our minds 
shall develop and refine, with the advancement and research in the sciences, 
we will be able to discover more profound meanings in these episodes of 
Quran.      
 The justice of the Quran is not a partial one. Its quintessential message 
to humankind, if we want to be in unison with nature, is to grasp and apply 
justice in its totality. From this viewpoint, Quranic education, as I mentioned before, is not only information of our past history. Actually it puts every person 
in the Quranic social order in formation. In order to be in formation, we must 
know ourselves. In the same manner as the founders of Pakistan were in 
formation. Sir Syed Ahmed watered the dying plant of Islam in the Indo-
Pakistan sub-continent; Sir Muhammad Iqbal purified the grounds, by 
removing the pebbles and stones of parasitic ideas within and pruned it with 
the beauty of his words; Qaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah applied the 
ideas of the former two and materialized them, in the form of a separate 
homeland.  And last but not the least was Allama Parwez, who devoted all his 
life to nourish and expose the real plant of Islam to the general public and the 
world at large. As Sir Muhammad Iqbal rightly points that in Islam people are 
not counted, they are weighed. As mentioned before, none of these giants of 
men used any kind of underhand political tactics, threats or arms to achieve 



their goals. Even their thoughts were simple and straight forward. An example 
of Jinnah’s simplicity of thought coincidently came to my mind, while I am 
writing, which my late father Mr. F. Rahman Deen, an ardent and active 
member of Tolu-e-Islam, once narrated to me. Jinnah was invited over for a 
meeting with a Raja of India, Rai Bahadur Sundardas, at his bungalow. My 
father Mr. Deen who was also invited, was in close quarters and overheard, 
when the Nawab inquired from Jinnah as to why was he demanding a 
separate piece of land.  Jinnah in his sophisticated manner of leadership, 
instead of advocating the deep ideology or philosophy of Islam, cut through 
into the heart of the matter and going straight to the point, replied the Raja 
very calmly, 
 “Look Mr. Sundardas, a Hindu will not accept a glass of water from my 

hands, how can we live together!” 
 Jinnah knew what he was talking about. How just was his demand and 
how justly was his manner. His passions for a separate land were not without 
compassion. In this quest for freedom, he had to sacrifice everything; he had 
no time even for his own family what to talk about friends. His sister Fatima 
was the one who volunteered to remain close with him, till his last day. As 
days went into years, we experienced the hair-splitting insight of Jinnah. His 
words spoken to the Raja in years gone by, gave a practical demonstration, in 
the form of Muslim-Hindu skirmishes in India in our recent years and which 
have not come to any conclusion even till today. My ears, from an 
impressionable age, are listening to talks of guns, womanizing and false 
propaganda, from the ignorant masses that stigmatize and blemish the 
character of these great personalities, ever since I left school. As a peace 
loving individual, I have only to say, 

 
 I was relating the significance of discipline, being in formation or team 
work that is needed, to do justice and give shape to any community’s life. 
Otherwise it shall be an unlived life. In order to live we must be able to feel 
and sense the winds of nature and be one with it. It is not quantity that 
matters, it is the quality. Without the teamwork of leaders, we can gather 
together people or call them a lonely crowd, but they cannot be called a lively 
nation. 

***************** 
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