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Mao Zedong and The Qur’an
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Mao has also said:

“Capitalism' or Colonialism? cannot sustain anymore, because it does evil
things”.

Even this thought is against the Philosophy of Contradictions. According to this
philosophy, it is not the principle of any system to sustain or to disappear just
because the one that is doing constructive things will stay and the one that is busy
in destructive things, would vanish. Meanwhile, the Rule of Contradictions is
busy in its pursuits. The Philosophy of Contradictions says that a system comes
into existence and simultaneously, its opposite appears. Obviously, there is a clash
between the two. After some time, the secondary (opposite!) system triumphs and
becomes the primary one. And this struggle continues endlessly. Because of this
(struggle), neither a system comes into being, nor does any other system come to
its rescue just because it had done some good things. And it does not perish
because it had done something bad.

A system might be of any type, it has to go into oblivion when its turn comes.
History neither looks at the blind forces of the Law of Contradictions, nor does it
care for bad or good things. It has to erase one of them and has to create its
opposite. No matter how much a man may wish that a good system may not
perish, he cannot stop this from happening. Forces, that bring changes, do not care
for the benefits or losses of man. He is like a helpless part of a machine forced to
exist according to whatever system prevailed.

! An economic system in which the means of production and distribution are privately or
corporately owned

2 The policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another country,
occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically
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This is a brief explanation of Mao’s Law of Contradictions. Whatever critical
analysis has been given is not just to criticize — this was rather imperative, in
order to understand in comparison, the Qur’anic Philosophy of Life.

The Qur’anic Philosophy of Life

The philosophy of universe as ordained in the Qur’an moves to some extent side
by side, with the philosophy of dialectics. But the weaknesses inherent in the
philosophy of dialectics are not part of the Qur’anic thought. And where the
Philosophy of Dialectics stops, Qur’anic concept picks the thread and takes the
man forward.

In the following sections, Qur’anic concept would be described, in brief,
according to the following chapters:

1) The Style of Qur’anic Comprehension
2) The Creation of Universe
3) The Creation of Human Being
4) The Struggles of Human Life
5) The Law of Contradictions
6) What is Constant in Universe?
7) Permanent Values
8) The Struggle between Truth and Falsehood
9) Commensurability in Contradictions
10) The Concept of Knowledge

1. The Style of Qur’anic Comprehension

One of the several styles of Qur’anic comprehension is that it brings the opposite
of a thing or ideology and explains it. For example

And the blind and the seeing are not alike

Nor are the depths of darkness and the Light

Nor are the (chilly) shade and the (genial) heat of the sun
Nor are alike those that are living and those that are dead
In yet another instance, God cautions (35-19-22):

God can make any that He wills to hear; but you cannot make those to hear who
are (buried) in graves.
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In continuation to these ideologies and concepts, he brings infidelity in
comparison to belief; faithlessness to admonition; falsehood to truth; etc. and
derives meanings of his choice.

As we have seen earlier, Mao Zedong says (after giving such pointless examples)
that if one of these opposing things is absent, the other cannot exist. The Qur’an,
however, explains these opposing things from the perspective of their meanings
and purposes. It does not do so to prove that these opposing things are in fact,
struggling against each other. This concept was in fact, given by Paganists. The
Qur’an has called itself (29/23):

A book whose message is integrated right from the beginning upto the end

Though there is no contradiction in it, even then it brings opposing ideas into
limelight. As for conflict and clash, these will be discussed later.

The Qur’an considers conflict of things in nature as signs of God: For example,
(2/164):

Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the earth; in the alternation of the
night and the day, in the sailing of the ships through the ocean for the benefit of
mankind; in the rain that He sends from the skies, and the life that He gives
therewith to an earth that is dead; in the beasts of all kinds that He scatters
through the earth; in the change of the winds, and the clouds that they trail like
their slaves between the sky and the earth,- (Here) indeed are Signs for a people
that are wise.

And then God says (30/22):

The creation of earth and skies and the difference in colors and languages are
also signs of God

Inspite of differences of races and colors, God wants to make all the human
beings as one nation, based on a common ideology. To Him, this is the Unity of
Opposites - homogeneity in diversity.

2. The Creation of Universe

Qur’anic philosophy about the Creation of universe is that God did not create it
wholly, in one go; rather He did it through a pre-planned system of evolution. Let
it be clarified that according to Arabic and God Himself, one is the activity of
Nature and the other, the activity of things. Nature means to create something out
of nothing while Khalq means creation of new things by changing the proportions
and balance of various elements (already in existence). This word is generally
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used in this sense though sometimes, it can be used in the perspective of Nature as
well. God does not explain the interplay of Nature and what and how it does. This
is because that coming into being from nothing is a question far beyond human
mind to comprehend, however, God speaks in (somewhat) detail about the
process of Creation (32/5):

God decides about the scheme of the creation of a thing in the infinite heights
above. Then He starts its creation at the lowest stratum of earth. From this point,
the thing gradually goes up so that it may reach its target as planned. It passes
through these different stages in days.

About the quantum of a day, God has said (70/40):

Each day, according to our system, is spanned over thousands of years - in some
cases, even 50,000 years.

In yet another place, it is said (87/2-3):

God is the one who starts the creation of all the things in universe, in order and
proportion.

He then separates shortages and excesses and brings them to a particular
equilibrium. Then He decides their destiny and guides them to reach there. God
has spoken of the system of evolution in these words (10/4):

God is the one who starts the creation of everything.

He then takes it through different steps. For example, God has said of the system
of evolution of earth and heavenly bodies:

1. All these bodies were in the form of a Nebulae and then disintegrated
(21/30)
2. This Nebula was in the form of gas (41/11)
3. The earth separated from this Nebula like a stone thrown by a catapult
(79/30)
4. He then passed all these heavenly bodies through six stages (10/3)
5. After separation from the Nebula, earth was passed through two stages,
enabling it to sustain life (41/9)
6. Life started from water (21/31)
And this way, gradually living things were created, i.e. creeping animals, animals
walking on two legs and those walking on four legs.
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During this entire process, Godly Evolution® played its role. While passing
through these various stages, it stops but for a while, at a particular point. After
that, it moves ahead towards its next destination. The Qur’an has called these
various stages ‘abodes’ (11/6), i.e. a temporary stopover. After that the next
destination to which that particular thing is given but, as a trust. After reaching its
new destination, that particular thing becomes something entirely different and is
referred to as Nishatul Aakhirata, 1.e. its second life. Surah ‘Ankabbot’ has it
(29/20):

Ask them roam around in the world and see how God creates a particular thing
and how He transforms it into another shape. All this happens according to
specific measures that He has set for the things in universe and on which He has
complete control.

This ‘change’ occurs in everything all the times (55/26):

All the things of universe have changing outlook all the time (and need Divine
Evolution).

Because of this, a certain thing transforms into another thing after due process of
evolution.

This way, there are always new things coming into being in the universe (35/1):
He keeps on bringing changes into various things according to His Rules.
According to (poet) Ghalib:

Nature is not yet done with beautification of the self

The self is constantly in view — as in mirror - under veil

About all these changes in the creations, God has even said that this way, the
whole system of universe slowly but certainly, will be transformed into something
else (14/48):

One day the earth will be changed to a different earth, and so will be the heavens.
This is because (17/99):

It is He who has the power to create the like of them (anew)

3 Evolution means to provide necessary pre-requisites for a thing right from its point of origin to
its completion
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As the system of universe is not eternal - not that there was no beginning to it -
likewise, it is not eternal that it will have no end (13/2):

This whole system (of universe) is running according to a pre-determined time-
frame.

If anything of all these things, which is under the external influence, looses the
potential to go forward, it would stop to make progress. In that case, such things
either disappear or continue revolving around the same place; the way a mango
tree would come from mango seed. This is called Repetition or Reproduction®,
not Evolution.

3. The Creation of Man

Like any other element, Man is also an integral part of the universe. Therefore, it
also passes through different stages of production, though to some extent.
According to Qur’an (32/7):

The beginning of human being was from inorganic matter.

There is no life in such a matter. But when water is added to it, life takes its shape
(21/30):

All the living things owe their lives to water, from the mixture of soil and water.

The very first life cell that came into existence was without sex. It means life
started through Unicellular process. Qur’an has called it “Single Life” (4/1):

God created you from a single cell (being!).

This Cell of Life split into two sister cells. And this way, the difference of male
and female came into existence (4/1):

And this way, (God) created a couple (pair) out of one cell.

The Qur’an has used the word “Zoj” for the pair. This means a pair that remains
incomplete in the absence of one element, i.e., inspite of being the opposite of
each other, each one is the cause of completion of the other one. To put it plainly,
each one is complementary to the other one. Such pairs are not only found in
living beings but also in other organisms, for example, in plants (43/12):

4 The natural process among organisms by which new individuals are generated and the species
perpetuated
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And Who made all the pairs (of everything).

How do different things in the universe interact or copulate, is a question outside
the scope of present discussion. As for the creation of man, we know that like
other animals, the creation of a human child takes place in women’s womb; due to
copulation of man and women. Like all other animals, this child also passes
through various stages of completion in the womb. According to the Qur’an
(23/13):

Then We made him a drop of water and put in a strong serenity.
God explains it further (23/14):

After the conception, the germ takes a leech-like shape. Then it transforms into a
lump of flesh. Then a skeleton of bones appears, and on it, comes flesh.

Till this point, all the siblings of men and animals pass through similar process.
But, after this comes the point of distinction that in fact is the point of difference
between the Theory of Evolution and the Qur’anic viewpoint; and from here, start
different approaches to life. The Qur’an says (23/14):

And then We make it a new creation.

Here, the question arises as to what is so special that makes a man different from
an animal — a new creation (with something special)? Qur’an says (32/9):

And God puts a bit of His Energy into it.

It is the Divine Energy due to which man becomes distinctly different from other
creatures. Of all the creatures, inclusion of (Godly) Energy is only the privilege of
man. The same is reflected in human personality, generally called “I’°. This may
also be called the inner-self of a human being. To put it simply, “/-am-ness” in
fact, transforms an animal into a human being. This very feeling may also be
called self-consciousness®. And it is because of this that man is made responsible
for all of his intentions, his decisions, and accountable to his actions. It is also
because of this that man is called ‘you”’.

5 Its indefinite form is ‘to be’
¢ Aware of oneself as an individual or of one's own being, actions, or thoughts

" Second person, singular
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The Holy Qur’an has described it in a very comprehensive and superb manner.
While speaking of the various stages that a man has passed through God
addresses him in Third Person - he. After when the infusion of Divine Energy is
done to him, God suddenly starts addressing him from Third Person (singular!) to
Second Person (singular!) when saying (32/9):

And then God bestowed upon you the qualities of hearing, seeing, and feeling.
Little is the thanks you give!

This way, man is enabled to be called ‘you’. This is the point when the difference
between material concept of life and the Qur’anic ideology of creation becomes
clearly visible, from where both the thoughts move on totally different paths.
From purely the perspective of material thought of life, man is merely made up of
its physical being. Like other animals, man is born the same way, it grows and
when according to physical laws, its body stops functioning, it dies; reaching his
end. On the contrary, the Qur’an says that after the removal of soul from his body,
man transforms into a new man. Then something appears in him that is neither
created by physical laws nor does it end up with the termination of his physical
life - which (thing) remains alive even after his death and moves forward by
travelling yet more road miles. God says (71/14):

While He has created you in (different) stages®,

Of all these stages, each of the new stage is higher (in esteem) than the previous
one. And this system does not end there (84/19):

(O man!) You will keep on moving in prestige with each passing mile stone.
Death causes the physical end of your life, not yours (34/7):
You rather enter a new life.

Death is just a test so as to know the capability that you might have developed to
go ahead (67/2):

Who has created death and life, that He may test you which of you is best in deed?
And He is the All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving

Death and life have been created with the sole purpose to test the extent to which
man can manage beauty and equilibrium through his doings.

8 i.e., first Zygote (a fertilized egg that has only just started developing and is not yet an embryo);

then fetus (lump of flesh), and finally, morsel of flesh
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Do you realize that when human body transforms back into iron and stone, how
could it have another life? You are mistaken. You body consists of all these
elements. “You” were not because of these things. Your physical disintegration
does not mean that an end has come onto you. In fact, you don’t perish (17/50-
51):

Say (O Muhammad) "Be you stones or iron, or some created thing that is yet
greater (or harder) in your breasts (thoughts to be resurrected, even then you
shall be resurrected)"”

It does not make any difference. You have become such a new creation that does
not come under the purview of physical laws.

We have seen that the Theory of Dialectical Materialism states that a lifeless
material has reached the highest level of humanity by passing through the process
of evolution. After this, instead of evolution, there would be reversal. Man will
convert into the same substances that originally caused the process of his
evolution. On the contrary, the Qur’an says that there could be no looking back in
the process of evolution. The stream of life, that once has moved ahead, will not
go back. It is said even to the extent that those deprived of proper growth of their
brains, would say at the time of death (23/99-100):

O You who gives growth! Turn the life cycle back so that the chances that [
missed earlier, are available to me. Then I will perform such deeds that will lead
to the proper growth of my capabilities.

In response to this, it will be said, NO, this cannot happen. Life does not go back.
In the process of evolution, there is no going back: there is either going ahead® or
staying at a point.

You might have seen that there is a point where not only the Philosophy of
Contradictions stops but its entire edifice of evolution collapses; and the Qur’an
takes us far ahead of that.

4. The Struggle of Human Life

The way a human child does not have its physical faculties in developed form
likewise, man’s ‘being’ also keeps on growing. Whether it is his physical growth
or mental advancement, it occurs because of the collision of contradictions. This
‘collision’ of human body occurs in the form of decaying of old cells and the

% According to the Qur’an, ‘going ahead’ means the life in Paradise and staying at a point, is Hell.
This process of evolution perpetuates even in the life in Paradise




Tolu-e-Islam 10 January, 2012

appearance of new cells. Life, health, disease, death, etc. all are manifestations of
the struggle between various contradictions in human body.

Now a question arises as to what are those elements of contradiction that cause
the growth of human faculties. This question merits special attention.

As there are certain rules for the growth of human body, likewise there are rules
for the growth of his faculties. Rules regulating the growth of human body are
called Laws of Nature while those that govern the growth of his faculties are
called Permanent Values'. Like the Laws of Nature, permanent values are also
everlasting and universal. These will be discussed in detail, but later on. For the
time being, example of just one fundamental value is given.

The nourishment of human body occurs through all those things that a human
being consumes for example, eating and drinking. Therefore, each and every
human being tries his best to collect as much food and drinks for himself as
possible. Human mind guides him how to satisfy his urge for such things through
different means. Moreover, his mind provides justification for doing so. As
against this, it is the demand of human growth and social justice to work hard and
whatever is in excess of his needs, is given to others for their wellbeing. This way,
there is a struggle between his physical needs and his spiritual compulsions. God
has spoken of this struggle in the story of Adam in a dramatic manner while
narrating “Satan and Adam’s Embroilment”. Satan is the spokesperson for those
feelings of human being that are means to his physical needs and desires. In the
words of Qur’an, Satan and Adam have not only appeared at the same time, God
has also given Satan time to confront man till the Day of Judgment (7/15):

(Iblees) said: "Allow me respite till the Day they are raised up (Day of
Resurrection!)". God said, "Yes, you are given (all the) time”.

Therefore, the struggle of contradictions is intrinsic to human beings and shall
perpetuate till the end — in the life of an individual as also in his societal'! life.
Because of this confrontation and contradictions in his physical desires and
spiritual compulsions, there occurs the development of human faculties. This
increases his strength - the more strength it gains, the more the physical urges
subside. And that is why Satan was ensured (by God), “No matter how much you

19 Things of enduring usefulness

'In case of societal life, in the form of these two groups, one of which makes its personal gains as
the basic objective of life while the second group that considers human welfare as the supreme
objective of life.
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struggle, those who would obey My Injunctions would never be subdued by you”
(15/42):

Certainly, you shall have no authority over My slaves.

Let it be clarified that according to Qur’an, even Satan will not see his end and
would ultimately bow before the powers of man. That is why the Qur’an has
devised certain pre-determined principles for the onward march of evolution and
its stoppage as given in (7/8-9):

Those having greater strength of constructive powers will be successful. But those
having lighter scale will bear the consequences.

That is, it is not necessary that those, whose scale has no evils, will go ahead
triumphantly. Only those would be able to go forward whose scale of capabilities
would be heavier; having conquered the destructive powers. Here the standard of
life and evolution is the comparative heaviness of scale.

The idea of Abstinence [self-denial], i.e. the destruction of satanic forces, is the
hypocrisy of Coenobitism!2. This is not the truth; rather the truth is what the
Qur’an ordains. Without the danger of conflict, life that is like flowing water,
would become a standing puddle. The warmth in our lives is because of this
conflict. According to Allama Igbal:

This is that two-way system of contradictions that functions within a man. One
contradiction is within his inner-self while the other is in his physical and
personal needs and desires. Let it be clarified that the Qur’an does not argue for
the destruction of physical needs of man. Not at all! On the contrary, the Qur’anic
teachings consider body’s upkeep essential. All that the Qur’an says is that when
there is a conflict between man’s physical needs and his spiritual compulsions, the
needs of his inner self should prevail. This is because it is in line with the interest
of better and forward march of man.

By now, you might have seen that even here how the Qur’anic Philosophy takes
us ahead of Dialectical Materialism.

5. The Law of Contradictions

The Law of Contradictions and Conflict is the creation of God and an integral part
of His scheme. He could have created man free of contradictions and conflicts,

12 The action of/motivation for becoming a member of a religious order living in a monastery or
convent
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treading a particular path. However, in his infinite Wisdom, God did not do so
and instead all the human beings would have been made to adopt a righteous way
of life. God had no such scheme (10/99):

Had He be willing, He would have created all the human beings as True Believers
[Momins]

However, He had some different scheme for man and created him by bestowing
full authority and decision-making power in him; so that he could have the
discretion to choose any way of life for himself (18/29):

And say: "The truth is from your Creator." Then whosoever wills, let him believe,
and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve.

The right to choose and the intention are the two fundamental traits that keep the
human being distinct and superior to animals. And these are the very reasons that
make a man accountable for his deeds and misdeeds. Because of these two
characteristics, a change occurs in his inner self. This happens in case of
individuals as well as of nations. In this regard, there is a clear decision of God
(13/11):

Verily! God will not change the condition of a people unless they change their
State to goodness for themselves.

The type of change that may occur in a nation (i.e. in its psyché), would be similar
to the change!® in its external world. Such are the changes that bring a flicker of
life in dead nations and likewise, cause death to living nations (6/95):

He brings forth the living from the dead and is the Bringer forth of the dead from
the living

Same is the reason because of which a nation loses its grandeur and pride and
another nation takes its place. In Sura ‘Tauba’, God has explicitly said that if you
do not face the destructive forces with full vigor, then (9/39):

If you march not forth, He will punish you with a painful torment and will replace
you by another people, and you cannot harm Him at all.

Obviously other people would not be similar to the ones replaced. That is why the
new nation takes the place of the old one and that is why, it has been said (in the
Qur’an) that the new nation that replaces you (47/38):

13 Eimaan [belief] is what brings a real change in the psyche of a man
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Will not be like you

Only those nations perish whose scale of constructive capabilities becomes lighter
and therefore, another being [creature] takes its place. These are the eternal laws
of nature causing the rise and fall of nations.

Set aside a nation, Qur’an has gone to the extent that if the entire human race
degrades to such an extent that it would no more deserve to exist, it will be wiped
out from the surface of the earth and instead, some other being will take its place
(35/16):

If He will, He could destroy you, and bring a new creation instead.

When the scale of a nation (to exist) becomes lighter, and is removed from the
surface of the earth, is the end of that nation. And it does not take God even a
second to do so (7/34):

And for every people there is a term, and when their term ends, they cannot stay
along even for a single moment, nor can they get ahead of it.

And all this does not happen on its own - it rather happens according to the
predetermined ‘Laws of God’ (13/38):

For each promise, there is writing.

The blind forces of “Historical Necessity” are not the forces of the “Law of
Contradiction” that make a nation superior. After when God has dealt with a
people (by sending them to the dustbin of history), He sends another people to
take its place. Remember that the outgoing nation may not have any fault and may
not have committed any crime, nor was anything special about in incoming
nation. These are just the Rules of Nature that cause these changes, substitutions,
and replacements.

According to the Qur’anic Philosophy, people own power and superiority by
virtue of their personal traits. So long as it has those traits, it will survive. But
when there is reduction in such qualities, another people take its place.

Have you observed the difference between the Law of Contradictions and the
Qur’anic Philosophy? And how it appeals man’s knowledge and insight?

6. What is “Constant” in the Universe?

According to Dialectical Materialism, it is acknowledged that:
1) there is nothing in the Universe that is outside of matter;




Tolu-e-Islam 14 January, 2012

2) there is a mechanism of contradictions in every material thing;
3) itis because of this that changes occur in material things; and finally

4) there is no permanence for anything in the Universe

As said earlier, the proponents of Dialectical Materialism also acknowledge that
the Law of Contradictions is, by its very nature, Absolute Truth, Immutable, and
Eternal. It has neither been created by someone, nor is it the creation of human
mind; it is rather an Objective Reality.

As against this, the Qur’anic Philosophy says that such a reality is not just one,
rather so many. These rules can be divided into two sections. One section
comprises Laws of Nature according to which the Universe is active. The other
section deals with those Rules/Laws according to which, man should live so that
along with his physical being, his personality, his inner self, also flourishes. Laws
of Nature are intrinsic to everything and all of them are obliged'* to obey them.

Rules governing human life have been explained in the Qur’an. These rules when
appear ideologically, are called “God’s Words”. But when these rules appear
practically, they are called “Tradition of God”. Whether God’s words or His
Tradition, all are eternal: nothing in the universe, including man has the authority
to bring any change in them. Even God, the Creator of these Rules and Traditions,
does not bring any change in them. He Himself has substantiated this argument by
saying (6/115):

And no one can alter the Words of God.
At yet another occasion is said (33/62):

Such has been the way of God in case of those who passed away before. And you
will never find a change in the Way of God.

Sadly, those, who were presented these Qur’anic realities, said that this is just
poetry (52/30):

Or they say, “He is a poet, we are waiting for the calamity of the time coming on
him”.

14 Things in the universe have not been given the authority to disobey those rules
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They say that they were waiting for the time when it will be wiped out and change
will occur and all of this would become history. They were told that it is not
poetry because poetry is below the dignity of a revolutionary. These are rather the
ultimate Rules. Therefore 52/31):

Await then! I too am with you among those who are waiting.

And see whether these are eternal truths or the fantasy of a poet. Therein lies the
Rule of Obliteration and Eternity, according to which things disappear and come
into being (13/39):

God wipes out what He wills and establishes what He wills.
In Ayat 13/39, it is said:

And with Him is the source of all commandments

These Rules have been given because (8/42):

He who had already perished through a clear Sign might perish, and he who had
already come to life through a clear Sign might live.

Here it is neither manipulation nor things happen just accidentally; everything
rather happens according to pre-determined rules and regulations.

7. Permanent Values

All those rules that concern human life are called Permanent Values. If human
society is formed according to these vales, then all the physical needs of all the
people would be fulfilled without any worries, besides the nourishment of their
mental capabilities. Such a dual objective cannot be achieved without these
values. The list of these values, although very long, but it would suffice to deal
with just a few fundamental values. For example:

1) Every child deserves equal respect just because he is the child of a
human being (17/70)

2) The Criteria for determining the status of a person depend on his
personal qualities and character, not his personal relationship (to anyone)
(46/19)

3) Only that person deserves the maximum of respect who performs his
duties in the best possible manner (49/13)
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

The basic pillars of society are justice!® and beneficence!® (Ihsaan!): to
compensate for any loss (16/90) without even expecting ‘thankfulness’
(76/9)

Giving all that is left after the fulfillment of one’s legitimate needs
(2/219). Rather to prefer others needs over one’s own needs (59/9)

No one would bear the burden of anyone else (53/39):

Those having the capacity to work, shall not get anything without
doing work (53/40)

All the means of livelihood would remain open and available to
everyone uniformly; there would be no question of personal control
(55/10, 41/10)

It shall be the duty of the society to fulfill the needs of each and every
person (6/151)

No one shall have the right to rule over others (3/78): only Divine
Rules would prevail (5/44)

Anything done by a man, even a flicker of thought passing in his mind,
shall have its impact (40/19). Each such thought has a direct impact on his
self

a) Based on all such thoughts, his future course is determined

b) If the scale of his constructive endeavors is heavier, his future

would be pleasant

c) If the scale is lighter, there is destruction for him

d) There is no concession for anyone from these Godly Rules

Such Rules or Permanent Values are called Absolute Truth'’. And this is the
Reality. Any ideology or thought in contradiction to these values is deceitful.

15 Ensuring each ones rights as far as possible

16 There should be no reduction in one’s due
17 In philosophy, universalism is a doctrine claiming that universal fact can be discovered and is

understood as being in opposition to relativism. In certain religions, Universality is the quality
ascribed to an entity whose existence is consistent throughout the universe.
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Truth creates constructive results and helps in human evolution. Deceit creates
destructive results and impedes the march of humanity. Capitalism, Priesthood,
Brahmanism, and Mullaism are the pillars of deception. There has been a struggle
between truth and falsehood right from the outset. And this struggle would
perpetuate as has been abundantly explained by human history.

7. Permanent Values
All those rules that concern human life are called Permanent Values. If human
society is formed according to these vales, then all the physical needs of all the
people would be fulfilled without any worries, besides the nourishment of their
mental capabilities. Such a dual objective cannot be achieved without these
values. The list of these values, although very long, but it would suffice to deal
with just a few fundamental values. For example:
1)  Every child deserves equal respect just because he is the child of a
human being (17/70)
2)  The Criteria for determining the status of a person depend on his
personal qualities and character, not his personal relationship (to
anyone) (46/19)
3)  Only that person deserves the maximum of respect who performs his
duties in the best possible manner (49/13)
4)  The basic pillars of society are justice!® and beneficence'® (Ihsaan!): to
compensate for any loss (16/90) without even expecting ‘thankfulness’
(76/9)
5)  Giving all that is left after the fulfillment of one’s legitimate needs
(2/219). Rather to prefer others needs over one’s own needs (59/9)
6)  No one would bear the burden of anyone else (53/39):
7)  Those having the capacity to work, shall not get anything without doing
work (53/40)
8) All the means of livelihood would remain open and available to
everyone uniformly; there would be no question of personal control
(55/10, 41/10)
9) It shall be the duty of the society to fulfill the needs of each and every
person (6/151)
10) No one shall have the right to rule over others (3/78): only Divine Rules
would prevail (5/44)

18 Ensuring each ones rights as far as possible

19 There should be no reduction in one’s due
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11) Anything done by a man, even a flicker of thought passing in his mind,
shall have its impact (40/19). Each such thought has a direct impact on
his self

e) Based on all such thoughts, his future course is determined

f) If the scale of his constructive endeavors is heavier, his future
would be pleasant

g) If the scale is lighter, there is destruction for him

h) There is no concession for anyone from these Godly Rules

Such Rules or Permanent Values are called Absolute Truth®*. And this is the
Reality. Any ideology or thought in contradiction to these values is deceitful.

Truth creates constructive results and helps in human evolution. Deceit creates
destructive results and impedes the march of humanity. Capitalism, Priesthood,
Brahmanism, and Mullaism are the pillars of deception. There has been a struggle
between truth and falsehood right from the outset. And this struggle would
perpetuate as has been abundantly explained by human history.

8. The Struggle between Truth and Falsehood

We are now entering again an era where there is a fundamental difference
between the philosophy of Dialectical Materialism and the Qur’anic Thought.
According to Dialectical Materialism, no thought, no sect (cult!) and no ideology
is correct or wrong. Each ideology and each thing has two opposing elements
imbedded into it. Both of these elements are in perpetual fight (against each
other); and one or the other triumphs. When the later triumphs, again, an opposing
element appears. This way, the struggle perpetuates. Marx calls it “Historical
Necessity” while according to the blind rule of the Law of Contradictions as
proposed by Mao Zedong, it is an automatic process.

As against this, the Qur’anic thought is:

1) This struggle remains between Truth (constructive forces) and Falsehood
(destructive powers)

2) In this struggle, truth ultimately prevails. This way, the system of Universe
reaches a particular milestone, a destination, and moves ahead. At the new
destination, Falsehood once again confronts the Truth. This way, the
struggle between the two starts once again and truth triumphs, once again.
This process keeps on moving ahead and after each destination, the
Universe improves.

20 In philosophy, universalism is a doctrine claiming that universal fact can be discovered and is
understood as being in opposition to relativism. In certain religions, Universality is the quality
ascribed to an entity whose existence is consistent throughout the universe
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3) This struggle and the triumph of Truth perpetuates according to a scheme
that God has devised for the Universe. If man stands up in favor of Truth,
then this Phase will pass very fast. If not, then this journey will be
travelled according to the speed about which God has said, “Even a single
day of God is equal to our one thousand, nay fifty thousand years”.

The inner-self of those who stand up for Truth, prospers in this world and
hereinafter. And that is how man passes through different evolutionary
goalposts. Let’s see how Qur’an describes it:

4)

)
ii)
iii)

1v)

v)

This system of Universe has not been created for the fun of it; this
has rather been created for constructive purposes (44/38-39):
There is continuous struggle between truth and falsehood. In this
struggle, truth ultimately prevails (21/18):

Self-seekers struggle to ensure the triumph of falsehood (18/56):
But those who favor truth come to confront the falsehood (8/8):
Even if humans would not stand for the sake of truth (against
falsehood), even then truth will ultimately triumph; though it may
take a lot of time (42/24):

This point needs further clarification. One way of human
performance (Amal!) is that after believing in the truth of a Rule,
man acts accordingly. This way the journey of truthfulness passes
quickly; and results of such actions become proof to the truth of
such a Rule.

The other method is that man does not believe in any rule or
formula and would rather travel according to his own judgment,
based on “Trial and Error”. In this process, human mind adopts a
certain sect. After experimentation for hundreds of years, the
approach proves to be wrong. Then he gives up that one and adopts
another approach. After hundreds of years of experimentation, he
reaches the ultimate truth. In general, it is called “needs of time”.
To reach the truth, this is the speed wherein “one day is equal to a
thousand years”. Now it is upto the discretion of man: (i) if he
starts his journey by resorting to Truth, and thus avoid dangerous
journeys, and move forward with lightning speed; or (ii) by using
his brain and wits and thus keep on struggling to reach the
destination but in hundreds or thousands of years.

According to the former approach, truth triumphs over falsehood in
just one go. According to the latter, it triumphs, but in hundreds (or
thousands) of years. This may however not be concurred that truth
would triumph just like that. Truth means a system based on truth.
This system would be applicable in human world and the human
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hand would give it a shape. One group of persons would develop it
while another would oppose it. If the group, that favors it, is
physically weaker than its adversary, even then it will triumph?!.

vi) The basic criteria to see where is the truth (13/17:
Only that ideology, sect, and system can sustain that benefits the
whole humanity.
Those with vested interests try to sabotage this principle, but the
scheme of God makes it a success (9/32):

They desire to extinguish the light of God with their mouths; but
God will permit nothing except that He will perfect His light,
though disbelievers may dislike it.

It is the philosophy of life that will ultimately prevail over all the
systems based on falsehood (9/33):

It is He Who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth, that He may make it prevail over every other religion, even

though the idolaters may dislike it.
From the perspective of struggle between truth and falsehood, there
can be two groups of human beings: one that wants truth to prevail —
called a group of believers — and the other that desires falsehood to
triumph — called the group of non-believers. There has always been a
struggle between the two. There are also people who claim to be with
truth, while in fact, they want to stick to falsehood. Such people are
called hypocrites. According to Qur’an, such people are the worst
beings, i.e. worse than the non-believers.

(To be Continued)

2l Qur’an compares this weakness with one versus two; and finally with one versus ten
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SATISFIED CONSUMER ---

PROSPEROUS SOCIETY
By
Shahid Mahmood Butt
Assistant Director Legal,Provincial Consumer Protection Council, Punjab,

Email: sila.law(@gmail.com

Human beings formulate a society. Everyone loves to live in a peaceful,
calm, flourishing and prosperous society. History transpires; human race always
depended on each other for necessities of life and day to day work and that
dependence led to formulation of a society.

Every individual adopts some profession for his livelihood. Either he
renders some kind of services or part of profession, rendering services (e.g.
medical, engineering, legal, educational, architectural, transportation, cargo,
courier, public utilities etc. etc.), or adopts occupations like agriculture, trade,
industrial and manufacturing businesses for the provision of all kinds of products
from soap to clothing, from needle to airplanes, from eatables to electronics and
other household items or any kind of products. In this scenario all human beings
are “CONSUMERS” who avail different kind of services or use products in their
daily life.

In a society, every person has rights and corresponding to those rights
liabilities and obligations are imposed on others. Now, as a matter of fact if all
human beings carry out their liabilities and duties in smooth and lawful manner
according to norms and laws laid down by the society then this world will become
a heaven. On the other, when people desires to avail their rights at the best but
dose not carry out their duties accordingly or work in negligent manner then they
causes chaos for their fellow people which results in a fidgety society.

In the world, those socicties are considered to be ideal ones where
consumer rights are given preference and protection in true sense. In 1985, United
Nations Organization approved resolution No. 39/248 recognizing eight basic
rights of consumers which are as under;
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1- Right of protection.

2- Right of representation.

3- Right of Compensation.

4- Right of information.

5- Right of healthy environment.

6- Right to choose.

7- Right to basic necessities.

8- Right of education.

Pakistan, being a member state of the UNO, adopted the said resolution.

The sphere of the consumer protection being a provincial subject fell to the
domain of Provincial Government. Hence, Punjab Government has taken a
landmark welfare oriented step for the protection and promotion of consumer
rights and interests by enacting Punjab Consumer Protection Act, 2005 and
enforcing it in true letter and spirit. As a first step, Consumer Courts and District
Consumer Protection Councils have been established in the province to deliver
justice to the consumers at their door step. Under the said Act “Authority” has
also been vested in the District Coordination Officer of every District to enforce
the Act and provide remedy to the public at large against defective products and
faulty services.

In this regard, following setup has been working for the true
implementation of Punjab Consumer Protection Act (PCPA), 2005 to provide free
of cost and speedy justice to general public by resolving their grievances against
defective products and faulty services;

1- Directorate of the Provincial Consumer Protection Council, Punjab,
135-J, Model Town, Lahore

2- Consumer Courts
3- District Consumer Protection Councils

4-  Authority (DCO of each district of the Province).

It is advisable to Consumers to observe following canons to protect their
rights:
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I- Always check manufacturing and expiry dates of the products.
(Section-11, PCPA, 2005).

2- At all times makes it a habit to read ingredients / component parts of
the product. (Section-11, PCPA, 2005).

3- To insist on rate list / price catalogue of goods, from manufacturer /
trader. (Section-18, PCPA, 2005).

4- Always insist on and get receipt of goods purchased. (Section-19,
PCPA, 2005).

5- In case of hiring services, it’s the right of consumer to ask for the
capabilities or qualifications of the provider of the service along with
the quality of the products he intends to use for provision of the
service. (Section-16, PCPA, 2005).

If any service provider or manufacturer / trader do not fulfill above narrated
consumer’s rights, Authority (DCO), on receipt of complaint, has power to fine
him up to fifty thousand rupees (Rs-50000/-).

On the other hand, if a consumer suffered with some damage caused by a

product or service, he has right to claim damages / compensation. For this purpose
following simple steps have been devised for the convenience of public at large;

1-

First of all, serve a fifteen days legal notice, on plain paper, to the provider
of faulty services or defective products as the case may be. Stating therein
that he will redress the damage suffered by consumer due to faulty service
or defective product and consequently pays damages to the consumer
within fifteen days of receipt of legal notice. Otherwise the consumer can
file a claim for damages in the Consumer Court in this regard. (Section-28,
PCPA, 2005).

The legal notice to be served through registered post or courier service and
keep receipt of it along with photocopy of the legal notice with you for
further proceedings if needed.

If matter do not resolve through legal notice and grievance exists then
consumer can file a claim for damages in the Consumer Court along with
photocopies of national identity card, legal notice, receipt of registered
post or courier service regarding legal notice, any receipt / document
regarding product / service. (Section-25, PCPA, 2005).
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4- The claim can be filed by the consumer himself or through a lawyer. In
case of hiring lawyer it is advisable to attach certificate of lawyer’s fee
along with claim so it can also be awarded back at the time of decision of
claim in favor of consumer.

5- According to the section-30 (5) of the Punjab Consumer Protection Act,
2005, “The Consumer Court shall decide the claim within six months after
the service of summons on the respondent”.

6- According to section 23 (2) of the PCPA, 2005, the Authority (DCO) may
file a claim before the Consumer Court for declaring a product defective
or a service as faulty without proof of any damage actually suffered by a
consumer but likely to be suffered.

Any consumer / person can contact any of the District Consumer Protection
Council or Provincial Consumer protection Council for guidance and assistance in
consumer related matters.

References from the Holy Quran regarding consumer protection:

I- O you who believe! When you deal with each other, in transactions involving
future obligations in a fixed period of time, reduce them to writing. Let a
scribe write down faithfully as between the parties: let not the scribe refuse to
write: as Allah has taught him, so let him write. Let him who incurs the
liability dictate, but let him fear His Lord Allah, and not diminish any of what
he owes. If the party liable is mentally deficient, or weak, or unable himself to
dictate, let his guardian dictate faithfully. And get two witnesses, out of your
own men, and if there are not two men, then a man and two women, such as
you choose, for witnesses, so that if one of them errs, the other can remind
her. The witnesses should not refuse when they are called on (for evidence).
Disdain not to reduce to writing (your contract) for a future period, whether it
be small or big: it is juster in the sight of Allah, more suitable as evidence, and
more convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves. But if it be a
transaction which you carry out on the spot among yourselves, there is no
blame on you if you reduce it not to writing. But take witnesses whenever you
make a commercial contract; and let neither scribe nor witness suffer harm. If
you do (such harm), it would be wickedness in you. So fear Allah; for it is
Allah that teaches you. And Allah is well acquainted with all things.

(Surah 2 - Al Bagarah THE HEIFER, 282)




Tolu-e-Islam 25 January, 2012

2-

And come not near to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he
attain the age of full strength; give measure and weight with (full) justice;- no
burden do We place on any soul, but that which it can bear;- whenever you
speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned; and fulfil the
Covenant of Allah: thus does He command you, that you may remember.

(Surah 6 - Al An'am
THE CATTLE, 152)

"And O my people! give just measure and weight, nor withhold from the
people the things that are their due: commit not evil in the land with intent to
do mischief.

(Surah 11 - Hud
THE PROPHET HUD, 85)

Give full measure when you measure, and weigh with a balance that is
straight: that is the most fitting and the most advantageous in the final

determination.
(Surah 17 - Al Isra'
THE NIGHT JOURNEY, 35)

And the Firmament has He raised high, and He has set up the Balance (of
Justice), In order that you may not transgress (due) balance. So establish
weight with justice and fall not short in the balance.

(Surah 55 - Al Rahman
THE MOST GRACIOUS, 7, 8, 9)

Woe to those that deal in fraud,- Those who, when they have to receive by
measure from men, exact full measure, But when they have to give by
measure or weight to men, give less than due.

(Surah 83 - Al Mutaffifin
THE DEALERS IN FRAUD, 1, 2, 3)




