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prescribed by Him is a sacred trust”
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(' Surah Al-Takwir (L2553 — Durus-al-Qur'an Parah 30: Chapter 14 )
/ (Translated by: Dr. Mansoor Alam)

My dear friends, today is August 24, 1984 and today's lecture starts with
verse 25 of Surah A/-Takwir (2 553). In the last lecture we saw that the Quran —
after presenting the natural phenomena as evidence for the truth of its message
— said:gS Jids 0 49(81:19) — Verily this is the word of a most honorable
Messenger. That Our message is reaching to you through Our messenger.

Explanation by opposites
It 1s common practice of the Quran to explain its meaning by opposites.

This is a very effective way to clarify meaning. Another benefit of this
approach is that it clarifies both the meanings — the synonym and its antonym.
For example: light and darkness —if light is explained by its opposite darkness
then both become clear. In verse (81:19) it was said that this message has come

from the most honorable Messenger. And here the Quran says g5 JE a0,
(81:25)— Nor 1s this [message] the word of any satanic force accursed [Asad].

It 1s clear that using this approach of bringing together opposites to explain
meaning, we can infer that a message that does not come from Allah's
Messenger is from the Satan; that any message that is against the Quran, the
revelation of Allah, is from the Satan. There is no need to go into the meaning
of Satan as we have discussed such Quranic terms many times before. For the
last twenty five years or so that is what I have been doing. Now, please recall
what was said in the last lecture. And then in that light see what is being said in
the next verse: s G6(81:26) — Whither, then, will you go [Asad]? What a
beautiful way to pose this question, my friends? Allah is saying: We explained
everything; We provided the most convincing arguments; We provided the
most objective evidence; We provided the best logic and the soundest proofs in
support of Our arguments for which they do not have any answer —so, now, ask
them: why are you knocking at others' doors beside Our door? Why are you
going elsewhere besides Us? This is what the Prophet (PBUH) said to his
people. This is what all the Prophets (PBUT) told their people. And this is what
is being told to us today: Where are you going by leaving Allah's door? We

PRIl /,E

have fashioned hundred other doors where we go. But we are told: (a5 &
(81:26) — Whither, then, are you going? Well, you can go to any other door
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besides the Creator's door; you can bow down for help to anyone besides the
Almighty Allah. But nothing is going to happen to Allah; nothing will happen
to the Quran because: &l $3953)(81:27) — This [message] is no less than a
reminder to all mankind [Asad]. This Quran is a code of life for all of humanity
that will raise the dignity of all humankind. 53 (Dhikr) means reminder as well
as dignity and reverence. So, if you follow Quran's message then you will
attain dignity and reverence in the world. If you don't, then some other people
will. This 1s the last message until the Day of Judgment. Whenever any nation
will adopt it, it will achieve grandeur and dignity. 251 £s5E $2(81:28) —to
every one of you who wills to walk a straight way [Asad]. Whichever nation
wants to follow the straight and balanced path to which the Quran has guided
can do so. This idea of choosing right way or the wrong way has been
described 1n many places in the Quran; and I have explained this in great

detail; but I would like to explain it again because of its importance.
Whatever type of path, similar will be the type of destination
The essential point of the Quran's teaching is that Allah has endowed

human beings with freewill and He has shown them the correct way:Ju 23556
LSG5SE G (76:3) — Verily, We have shown him the way: [and it rests with him
to prove himself] either grateful or ungrateful [ Asad]. We have shown the way;
and you are standing at the crossroads. Now 1t is up to you to choose your path.
But then your destination will depend on the path you chose. You have the
right to choose your path but you do not have the right the change its
destination. One can choose one's action but one cannot change the result of
that action. Whatever you sow that is what you are going to reap. This is the
essence of the entire teaching of the Quran. This is the foundation on which the
rest of the teaching of the Quran stands. Human beings are masters of their
own freewill: %3565 £& 04 08 508 5225650 89 %5 (18:29) — And say: “The truth
[has now come] from your Sustainer: let, then, him who wills, believe in it, and
let him who wills, reject it [Asad].” The entire Quran is full of this message of
exercising freewill and making free choice. But when the Muslim kings and
dictators took over the reins of power, they brought along their brutal
oppression and tyranny. Since they did not have any justification for their
oppression, they needed a religious justification for this; and it didn't take long
for them to find one. And that justification was the idea of predestination or
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kismet or 53 (Taqdir).
The very firstideology against Islam
After about hundred years after the Prophet (PBUH) and the rightly-

guided Khalifas, this period of oppression and tyranny of kings — the
Mulukiyyah, the worst form of rule of humans over humans — appeared in
Islam. The common people rebelled against this tyranny of Muslim kings?
They considered the rule of kings as un-Islamic. Well, the religious priesthood
came to the defense of kings and it provided the religious justification for their
tyranny. It introduced the ideology of predestination or kismet or i (Tagdir)
in Islam. This was introduced at the behest of the kings so that they could
continue to rule the Muslim population in the name of Islam. This wrong and
anti-Islamic ideology was that humans cannot do anything of their own
freewill; that everything comes from Allah. Whatever happens, it happens by
the Will of Allah: 85,8588 ELEN(65:12) — God has the power to will anything
[Asad]. From this and similar verses it was taken that nothing happens without
God's Will; that even a leaf cannot move without His Will. So, this oppression
and tyranny that is happening from the kings is happening because of God's
Will; otherwise, who are they to cause this? They are only doing what God
wants them to do. If they are killing anyone then it is from God's Will; if they
are forgiving anyone then it is from God's Will; if they are honoring anyone
then it is from God's Will. Why are you blaming them? They are only an
instrument of carrying out God's Will. You should not complain about this.
You should not even feel bad about it in your heart. Otherwise, it will be a
complaint against God because they are only an agent to carrying out His Will.
This ideology was inserted in Islam which was called the ideology of

predestination or %3 (Taqgdir).
The ideology of predestination or 23 (7aqdir)
My dear friends, as I have mentioned before, the Quran has mentioned

only five components of Belief (0 Iman) which are Iman in: Allah; His
Malaaika; His books; His messengers; and the Hereafter. In the entire Quran
these are the only five components mentioned as parts of I/man. But
Mulukiyyah added another component to the Quran's definition of /man, that
of belief in predestination: 523 u&be*$s (Wa Tumin Bilgadr-e Khairihi wa
Sharrihi). This became the sixth component of /man in Islam: that, good or
bad, everything happens from God. This is the ideology of % (Tagdir or
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predestination) or s> (Jabr or power) that was inserted in Islam by the kings.
This has become so common that this 1s what 1s written in every Islamic book.
This is what is taught to children and repeated ad infinitum so much so that it
has gone into our subconscious. So much so in fact, that the masters of our
destiny — our political rulers in this world and the custodians of our destiny in
the Hereafter (our religious rulers) — openly proclaim that everything happens
from God. And when Islam is made like this then the entire structure of
Quran's teaching comes crashing down. The basis of Quran's teaching is the
law of requital — that whatever one sows is whatever one reaps; that one has to
face the consequences of ones actions. Good action will produce good results
and bad actions will produce bad results. This i1s the essence of Quran's
teaching: The result will be according to the action performed. But, according
this inserted ideology of predestination one does not have freedom of action;
one cannot do anything from one's own choice, one cannot do anything from
one's own freewill, from one's own intention; that one is a horse whose rein is
in the hands of the rider and one turns and moves according to the wishes of the
rider. And if one asks this “horse” why you turned left, his reply: Ask the rider;
ask him who has my rein in his hands. This is where the Muslims have been

driven to, my friends.
They changed the meaning of the Quran
This ideology of predestination has continued until today among Muslims

because the Mulukiyyah has continued among Muslims until today; because
the oppression and tyranny has continued among Muslims until today. What to
do then when the Quran talks about: that Allah has granted human beings
freewill and freedom of choice? Well, change its meaning? And that is what
was done by religious priesthood. Wherever the Quran talks about: you can
choose “whatever you want — G ¢4 change it to “whatever Allah wants.”
That's it. If Allah wants to send you to Hell or Heaven then it does not matter
what you did — you simply go there. In this regard let us see a verse which we
went through in our lecture recently: $2453) 585G 8535508 E1(76:29) — Verily,
all this is an admonition: whoever, then, so wills, may unto his Sustainer find a
way [Asad]. This is a guidance that has been given to you: Use your freewill
and choose 1t and this will take you towards your Sustainer; towards a system
that will fulfill your needs for nourishment and development. The next verse
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] P

is: “AEeMNcRE0; (76:30). Now before the traditional translation is presented
please keep in mind what has been said just in the previous verse (76:29)
above; which clearly tells that humans have total freewill and complete
freedom of choice. Now let us see the traditional translation of the verse
(76:30) — But you cannot will it unless God wills (to show you that way)
[Asad]. There is thus this clear contradiction in the translations of these two
verses. The translation of verse (76:29) says that you can choose whatever you
want using your freewill, but, then, immediately the translation of verse
(76:30) says that you cannot will it unless God wills. What to say of this kind of
God, my friends!? He has given eyes but you can only see what He wills — then
why were these eyes given anyway? Where did the freewill and freedom of
choice go then? What happened to the teaching of the Quran that what you sow
is what you reap? Or, what happened to accountability? — that you are
accountable for your actions; that every action you do produces its consequent
result? And then if everything I do is only because God wills it for me to do,
then why I should be held accountable for something that I did not choose from
my own freewill. And moreover, I am not even allowed to complain about it
because it will then be considered a complaint against God? That if you
complain then you will be punished twice as much? So, don't say anything and
still be punished for something that you had no choice in doing it? Where is the

logic in this? God made me do it and then He sends me to Hell? Go figure.
There is no contradiction in the Quran
My dear friends, what have we done to the Quran? — Yes, whoever wants

to choose the way of the Sustainer can do so but you cannot wish on your own
because you can only wish what God wishes for you? So, even your wish is
under God's control. But everyone knows that before any action actually
happens, first its intention, its wish, its desire arises in the heart. Heart is the
source from where a wish or intention arises, and only then the action occurs.
Now if there 1s control of God over our wish and we cannot wish except that
what God wishes for us—1i.e., if God wants us to choose the wrong path then we
choose the wrong path and act accordingly — but then God says that He will
send us to Hell. Then what to say of that God, my friends!? Well, it is clear that
this God is the one created by kings. Kings have been called: A/-Sultan Dillahi
'Ala—al-Ard” 1.e., the king 1s shadow of God on earth. But actually the king has
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made God his shadow. Since these kings were (and are) dictators, oppressors,
and purveyors of tyranny about which you cannot open your mouth or

complain—so they made God like them, a God like a king.
What kind of God is this? He is super king. He 1s king of Mulukiyyah. He

punishes whomever he wants; forgives whoever he wants. Whatever He wants
He does. These kings molded God in their image. They made God just like
them. You have been given freewill and freedom of choice; but before you
exercise your choice first look at his Highness what he wants; and then you
only want what he wants. All the verses of the Quran which granted humans
free choice are okay; and We say that whatever you wish, it is okay too. But
you cannot wish on your own. You cannot wish against Our wish. My dear
friends, this has become the standard meaning now. All the verses dealing with
human freewill and freedom of choice became subject to this constraint: that
humans cannot wish against God's wish. I am not saying this, my friends. Our

scholars say this.

Whatis the meaning of Allah's Will

My dear friends, if we follow the rules of Arabic grammar, then we arrive
at a different conclusion; and we feel very rapturous about this. Now let us go
back to what the Quran was saying about the freedom of choice: JEsEss 3o &)
9l 4 4 581(76:29) — Verily, all this is an admonition: whoever, then, so wills,
may unto his Sustainer find a way [Asad]. This is a guidance that has been
given to you. Use your freewill and choose it. If you do, then this will take you
towards your Sustainer; towards a system that will fulfill your needs for
nourishment and development. If that is the case then: AR T (3(76:30)
— you wish only what Allah wants. Allah wants that you chose the right path;
that it is better for you if you align your wish with Allah's wish. Allah has given
the freedom of choice to all human beings and it is up to them to choose what
Allah wants or to go against His wish. But Allah wants them to choose the right
path; to choose &2l Bia) (Siraat-al-Mustagim) because this is the path of s
( Khair of Good). So, it is in their best interests to wish what Allah wants them
to wish but they can go against His wish if they so choose to do. If you ponder

on the words the Quran has chosen for this then you will feel rapturous.

You should wish want Allah wants you to wish

My dear friends, the Quran says: 555a&)(76:29) — It is a clear reality that
is presented to human beings. This is a clear reminder and guidance for human
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progress and development, so whoever wants: a8 (76:29) — let him choose
the path that goes towards the Sustainer Allah:3.2453158(76:29). Please note
that the Quran says —\& (2 (Man-Shaa-a) which means whatever you want to
wish you are free to wish. Then why don't you wish which We wish?
*5ES oM @36 (76:30). Now, all that remains for you is to find out what Our
Wish 1s. Well, Our Wish is — that We want /man from you; that We want you to
follow the right path which is mentioned in many places in Our book for your
convenience. In the very first page; in fact in the very first chapter of Our
Book, We have mentioned Our Wish for you:sa<2d) Bira) 64a)(1:5) — Guide us
along the straight way. This is Our Wish for you. Our Wish is that you should
choose Our way for your own benefit. But We don't want to force you to accept
Our Wish; you are free to choose any other way. So, Allah is the One that we
must be attracted to; that we should accept His way out of love, not out of force
or pressure as it happens with Mulukiyyah, as it happens with kings or any
other man-made system. If you accept Our way out of love then you will reach
the correct destination and your wish will become aligned with Our Wish.
Then Allah will be happy with you; then He will congratulate you on your
correct choice; and then you will become loved ones in His eyes. What a
beautiful style of Arabic language has been chosen here by Allah!? This is the
true meaning according to the Arabic language. This is according to the
standard Arabic grammar and meaning. I have written the meaning of &35 &3
(Ma Tashaa-oon) in detail in my Lughat-ul-Quran. Now, the matter became
absolutely clear. The Malukiyyah in the middle has been completely removed:
Do not wish what these kings want; do not wish what those sitting on chairs of
authority want. On the contrary, you wish what Allah wants you to wish. If
they insist that you must follow their wish then proclaim that you will not
follow their wish, but you will only follow Allah's wish, and His wish is that
you, who are sitting on the human thrones of authority, must be removed. But
how could they tolerate this? In the words of Igbal: They do not to change

themselves but they change the Quran.
Our current translations and interpretations of the Quran
My dear friends, the priesthood at the behest of the kings — who took over

the reins of power after the rightly-guided Khalifas of the Prophet (PBUH) —
changed the meaning of the Quran. You can pick any translation of the Quran
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and you will find there: whoever wants one can choose the way leading
towards Allah but you cannot will it unless God wills to show you that way.
Then, on top of this translation, you will find 7afsir (interpretation). Take this
next verse: sas IR0 LIS:9152)(81:27-28) — This [message] is no less
than a reminder to all mankind, to every one of you who wills to walk a straight
way [Asad]. Anyone who is standing on the crossroads and wills to follow the
straightway can find out — using Allah's guidance, using His 53 (reminder),
using His signpost — the straightway, the way of &) Lha) (Siraat-i-
Mustaqim). But one who does not wish to follow this straightway then it is
useless for him whether or not there is a signpost at the crossroad. He wants to
follow what he wants regardless. Then the Quran says:*fﬁ“b\zﬁ.ﬁ &Tﬁl&;ﬁ@iﬁj(S 1:29).
The traditional translation says: But you cannot will it unless God wills
[Asad]. This has come in two places in the Quran. As we explained above, the
correct meaning of 36 Gis: whatever you wish it is okay. That is your wish;
and We do not want to interfere with your wish. It is your wish to choose
whichever way you want. But We want that you choose the right way; so
therefore you should want what We want. How great this is! How uplifting this
1s for human beings! You want to know what path We want you to choose? You
want to know whose lordship to choose? Well, you should choose the way of
that Lord who is Sustainer of all humankind: &lall&5(81:29) — the Sustainer of
all the worlds. This Quran is (sl %3 — reminder and guidance for all
humankind from Allah who is (sl &5— the provider of nourishment to all of
humanity. This is crystal clear. Therefore, you should wish what He wishes for
you. That will be the best for you. But you are free to choose any other way. But
remember! You will be responsible for that choice. You will have to face the

consequences of that choice here, as well as in the Hereafter.
My dear friends, this is the last verse of Surah Al-Takwir (L s53)). Surah

Al-Takwir ( »s53) is finished today. We will next take up Surah Al-Infitaar
(i),

S R, (B
O our Sustainer! Accept our humble efforts because you are fully aware
of what we speak and what is hidden in our hearts. (2:127)
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